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The only way to live wellin 
I POVERISHING. "] TMEES. 


| |A Diſcourſe occaſioned from the deca ecay 
"{ of Earthly Trades , and viſible waſtes ' © 


Practical Piety in the Aay welive A Argu- 
ments and Counſels to all, towards a 
revival of dying Godlineſs and timely oy 
vention of the dangerous CO: 
impending on us. 


_ Neceſlary foz all Falls. 


| Labour not for themeatthas periſherb, Jus pon. 7 128 rabich 


- endurerh umo everlaſting life, -Joh, £. 7, 
Seek, ye firſt the Kingdom uf God, and **. 1? " ouſneſs, and 
all theſe thin ;s ſnall bz added zo you, Mat!. 6. 33. 


Ne nimium oper. conſumas in rebus leviſimu, fl 1x e148, & 
vitr:4 res valetulp, non quibuſlibet eſt ought" -2 .. 
* deſpicienda ſunt, £ art.uus ad magna ef} erizendus, Eral. 
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T O 
My honoured Friend 


Mr. Jeremy Holwey,” , 
Merchant in "_ TOE. 


SIR, 


| Orh' Equity we Intereſ ts OY 
you" a' peculiar" tluim t0- this off- 
ſpring of my weak Zaboups,_tt 
cing* borweim your Houſe, and 
drawing its firſt breath* in your famois 
City. *Tivas with you T'had th: occaſtos, 
and from your ſelf the” prattical enton- 
ragement to treat on this Subjett , whit: 
under your Roof 7 enjoyed for divers weeks 
the advantage of your 'converſe, apd 
beheld in yorr expreſſions and conver- 
fation a fair diſplay of "this Heavenly 
Trade. This cheriſhed my hopes that 4 
 diſcotrſe of thir nature might find or help 
to make more /* ich 7 Fs in your At af 
aud 


m__—__ Epittle-Deaicatory.. ng * 
and Merthendezing City : A place (among 
ts Many Orwiments) - made” happy with 
s : gngoyments , 4nd the levers. .of 
Truth and Peace. *Tis Religion is the 
honour and proſpezity ' of a People, Tt 
lays the foundation with Agates, and 
makes their- borders of pleatant ſtones, 
Iſa. 54. *Tis liketh: Crown of Solomon, 
with;which:tys Mother crowned him in 
the day of his eſpouſals, and in the day 
of: the gladneſsrot his heart,Caze. 3.1 re 
Fhis gives themPeace witmhtherr walls, 
and Proſperity within their Palaces, 
= I22.7. /t brings down a bleſſing 0n 
their Þasket, aud; $rox65,tills ther Eham- 
bers with all peeczovs & peaſant riches 
\Prov..24 4+ Ae decay tat hds, Heavenly 
Trade, is. doutrlaſs out, reglon 5f-hoſc 
. maſts in Mens. earthly, Txades: There ts 
20. fuch way. fan, Men to-theige.in th:ir 
own intereſts, .a.10 be faithful 40 Goals 
antereſt 5s, "twae. feid. of, Calar , that 
by ſerung yp, Bowpe)'s "Image, he, clta- 
bliſhed his. ow'g, whereas 4 decay of God- 
limeſs brings, &::Adoth ones tarthly 
\Traaes «!fo.: \Acſl5. 11, 12.. Ephraim is 
- oppreſſed and broken in, judgment, be- 
cauſe he willingly. walked after the 
A Commandment,therefare will Ibeunto 
Ot: ol :  Ephraing 
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© The Foil Dedicatory. 


Ephraima Moth, and to\the' Houſe'of 

Fuadah1as Tottennels. * Gregory giverth# 
reaſon" why Dives was tormented 3Þ his 
7 ongn:," beranſe be talk®d\ much of 'Reli- 
gion but. prictiſed little; Yerba legis in 
ore temut-quz opere fervare Contemp- 
ſit. '2/e live in an tgeof much talking «f 


"God , but of little walking with 'God, 


'Mens Tongues are tipt with Heaven , 
but their Hearts and Feet ſunk into the 
World, ayd are full .of Pride , Panity, 
and D.ceit. That was ſaid of Diogenes 
Synopenfis, Zbatin Opinion he was a 
Stoick,bur-in Converſation an Epicure, 
may be ſadly refleted on many Profeſſors 
in this fee, who eſpouſe ſtrit® Princi- 
ples, but. lead looſe Lives, andonly Treat 
for Heaven, but trade for Earth, But 
Sir, You have not fo learned Chriſt, 
or received this Spirit which is of the 


'World;but that which is of God, 1 Cor. 


2.12, 7 our devotedneſs tothe Lord making 
your. Fatthly ' Intereſts ſubſervient - to 


things above, with your Zeal, Courage, 


and Conftancy in the way of God, and 


natural care for the-things of his Glory, 
ao b-ſpeak you to be a Trader of another 
Countrey ," whoſe work and wages ' ave 
above,” And certainly whatever Mex 
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think: -4 walking with God in his ap- 
pointaveuts , ayd a conſcientious care in 
every thing to pleaſe him, will oue day 
appear to be the greateſt intereſt even 
in their eyes who now deſpiſe: it ; nei- 
ther 5 there at preſent any thing in whe 
ways of God, which Souls bave cauſe to 
bs. ajhawed of, however cloathed with 
Calummy and Scorn by Men ; nor can they 
who walkin them in Truth, be deprived 
of apy real intereſt by the utmoſt ſeve- 
rity of thoſe that would run them dows ; 
And were there no other Argument to 
perſwade Men to the choice and purſuit 
of Gedlineſs , this were ſufficient , even 
that velif gracious Souls :find from 4 
reflexion ox their uprightneſs, to bear 
them up under their greateſt ſufferings ; 
yea, that ſerenity, peace, and ſweet ac- 
qutiefeence of Spirit, which ſincerity 
affords them und:y the moſt dreadful 
iſſues which divine pleaſure may allot 
them here. It muſt needs ſet Religion 
above all other Tutereſts (its Fnemies 
themſelves being Fuadges, if they would 
be rational) that the worſt . things of 
Holineſs , even then when Believers are 
under the ſaddeſt Circumſtances ., are 
choſen and preferred by them above the 
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The fpiftle Deaiiatory. 
beft things bf the world; yea, vhey-ore 
thought 4 gvod bargain when purehaſed 
mth thety preatef# As  "Serely 
huniour will. not engage ſuch who'fuuew 
the uſefulneſs of carey Cogn _ 
have leafs reaſon to be protligal of them, 
to expoſe themſelves, ana their Heaye 
CORCEr MS 1H wad Horld unto rame;' S 
or what they are perſwaded , 33 fi 
ok Heb, _ 34. Nos £60 it be _— 
obſtinacy or hypocriſie 1# thoſe who 
= = he O, Fe the pts of the 
Lord, toperſiit in thoſe ways that would 
coſt them their earthly All, and lay them 
open to divize wrath. too, ſhould they be 
a and diſobedient, Certainly, did nbt 
prejudice and paſſion blind Mens Eyes, 
the calm exerciſe of their own light would 
reſtrain them from fuch an auncharitable 
cenſure of thoſe that d:ſire to fear God , 
though they walk in ſome mays different ' 
from their underſtanding, while they 
labour to approve their integrity to God 
and Men, and are found faithful to that 
meaſure of light they have ryecezved. But. 
Poſſibly this Pizce may not fall into ſuch 
ayds, or be permitted long under their 
eye: My hopes, at leait my d:ſires aye 
that it may proſper with thoſe who pro- 
A 4 _ 


\ 


The'Epiftle Dedztatory. = 
Feſs:better things.z.. And if it ſhall leaſe 
\the"\Lord (who. ſometimes uſes 6, py 
Jpittle, and.Gonts: hair, and counts the 
things | that... ere not. as if "they were) 
'#0. make this of any ſervice to your Self 
Aand' Family, and. unto. thoſe who profeſs 
bis Name 'in your City, for whom [ have 
fo. high. reſpeft inthe Lord, it will abun- 
dantly compenſate the Labour, and anſwer 
the deſign' of him who is and deſires to ap- 


prove himſelf 
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SIR, © 
Your Seryant in 


Chriſt Jeſus 


Barthol. Afhwood. 
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- READERS) 


ESPECIALLY 


"Thoſe who are the more 
peculiar Objects of my 


Care, Love and Labours. 


- Otw ithitanding the high Pre- 
tenſions to Zzght and /YViſdow 
| 1 in the Times we live in be- 


yond ſome formerAges:there 
is no ſmall meaſure of Soul darkneſsfallen 
upon us in this Evening part of ourGof- 
pel day;I1a.42.19,20. Hho is blind but my 
Servant ? or deaf as my Meſſenger that 1 
ſent? who is blind as he that ts perfett, 
. and blind as the Lords Servant? ſeeing 
mw things but thou obſerveſt not : open- 


ins 
* 
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The Eyiſtlero the Readers, 


in? the ear, but he heareth not. Were 
nota Veilon Mens minds,could it poſh- 
bly be that CA{& 7ST ſhould be fo 
little precious 1n this Daj of revelation 
and Zand of viſions in which we live? 
' Was there ever a Nation inthe World 
to whom Chriſt hath been ſo unveiled & 

maniteſtly heid forth, Crucified before 

their eyes? and yet not to know the Day 

of their viſitation, and the things of their 

peace, be-ſpeaks ſhameful Ignorance. Is 
not this a manifeſt Evidence of Mens 

Darkneſs and folly , to be fondly taken 

with Airy Notions and vain ——_ 

0ns,and all che while negle that //;/- 

don which maketh wiſe to [alvation, to 

leave the Fire of the Sanitnary, and lit 

down by ſparks of their own kindling : 

that having a Kingdom before them 
which cannot be ſhaken, and an Iaberi- 

tance that fadeth not away reſerved in 

th. Heavens i they thould turn again to 

the b ggarly Elemerts of this World, 

loathing their Manna and Angels food, 

and longing again for the O»yous ana 

 Garlick they had vomited up ; toleaye 
#7izd Gold for that which periſherh ; ro 
-erHeaven drop out of their bands, and 
ugg the VYorld ia their hearts; to neg- 
le 
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le& that Merchandize which bringsin 
enſearchable riches, and drive a Trade 
for ſuch Goods whoſqs faſhion paſſech 4- 
wey: Do plainly argue Ignorance and 
folly are not the ſolver Freams ofFordan, 
better than the y waters © ria 

and ovr Rock above the worldlings Sandy 
bottoms (they themſelves being Judges, ) 
and yet to loſe thoſe pleaſant ſtreams for 
that filthy paddle, is folly indeed. VVill 
Eagles ſtoop to Flies 2 Can Souls who 
have aſcended into the light of the Lord, 
and feen the things that differ , and had 


| acquaintance with things above upon 


choice,come down again and prey upon 
the Carrion Comforts and Intereſts of a 
dying VVorld : Ono. Can a Maid for- 
get herOrnaments,or aBride herAttire* 
Oh fooliſh people and unwiſe to be un- 
mindful of the Rock that G:gat them 


leave the Snow Ll Zebanon, to let down 
uch a gainful Trade as Holineſs is,th: 
they may purſue a Soul-cheating, ſtar- 
ving, damning World: demoplſtrares fo!- 
ly and madneſs inſuch as have the know- 
ledge or hopes of better things: ereye 
fo fooliſh having begun in the ſpirit ; are 
ye now made perfect by the fleſ? Gal. 3.3, 
Toobviate or retrieve this folly is the 
deſga 
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deſign of this enſning 'Diſcourſe,which 
comes not in; the gawdy Dreſs of \-cu- 
rious Art,. or ih the Excellency of: Mans 
wiſadom;but inthe plainneſs and 
tion of the truth as it 5 1n Feſus.l am|not 
1gnorant that Books have their Faſhions 
as well as Men,;andDiſcourſes that: come 
not forth in theModiſh Garb laced. with 
Elegancy,and {tnfted with Lofty ſtrains, 
ſcarce tnett with aLook except of Scorn 
and Contempt from the Wits of :this 
Day:But I love nor to follow them whb 


C- _aerken counſel by words, and by their 
ublime Speculations and ab{truſe No- 


tions,lead Men intoCtouds of their own 
creating, and while they, ſhew  them- 
lelves loſe their Readers.* 7 here are ma- 
« ay tricks and devices ({aith Mr, Dod) 
*rhat ſom: Mc: n uſe wm Preaching (which 
& we may. apply alſo ro Writing). but it 
EFeldom does good ; the pure_Ge(p tl and 


* that Preaching wh the TPorld counts 


T7 nt , 2% that which works mo#t 


7. Chriit's own Weapons are the 
5 "reſt Fl his own tervice, & when' there 


is ſeafof man in Gods work then uſual- 


ly does there molt of God appear. : The 


|bufinets of this Book is not. to feed: thy 
Curieſit) ty,but ro find cut thy Conſcience, & 
; E —_— 


the 
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che Hkelieſt way tb that is'through the 
plains of [nttllizible trath, 'T eannot 
expett thatDiſcourle ſhoul&lead others 
towards Heaven, that"has nvr its ſelf 
drained 'dnd refined from'' Earth : Ex- 
pe& not in this-any - thing that may 
pleaſe thy carnal mind, but what' may 
profifrhy reachable and obedienr Soul; 
and before thou aſcendeſt the' Throne to 
Judge 'ir,take the Balance of rhe SanQu- 
ary'and weight, Beadviſed togo be- 
yond ſuch Readers'who ofily viewthe 
Title, read the Epiſtle,glance a little on 
the Book;andif they find nor ſomething 
Gngular,8 pleaſing their cutiousFancy, 
lay jt alide;/ This ſhews'2 full Sromach 
but an'empry Soul,and'isaPrattice that 
'overfurtis the! Writers pa]ns;& theRea- 
ders profit 4 be'/perſwaded to read "it 
thiaughly andimpartially;and weigh it 


Ieriauilly &vhow mayelt find ſomething 
Yhat'conbermteither thyUnderſtanding, 


Aﬀeftion,Conſcience, or Converſation: 

I havechoſen to proſecute the Meta- 
plior of (T*adins) throughout this Dil- 
courſe;havimaFa'principal reſpett to that 
ſort of 'jerſons' in the deſign of this 
Bgok,an@the better to inſinuate into the 
mind:of ordinary Chriſtians the know- 
TT 36 3 TY 4N ledge 
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ledge "of Heavenly things, of Mens dv- 
ties, negletts and backſlidings. If thou art. 
one who never madeſt a profeſſion of 
God farther thanbliadneſs,formality,or 
ſuperſtition might lead thee;and a ftran.. 
ger to this great, pleaſant, and gainful 
Trade of Godlineſs, here thou mayeſt 
find Arguments to perſwade thee to 
this rational and neceſſary undertaking 
in order to Life and Salvation,Grace & 
Glory, with Counſel and Inftruions 
how thou mayeſt attain to this high 
and heavenly Calling. 

- If thou be one who driveſt furiouſly 
after the World, purſuing thy earthly 
Intereſt with greedineſs, negle&ing the 
things that concern thy,peace, and: fub- 
jecting the Concerns of Heaven and 
thy immortal Soul to the poor and 
Tiſhing Trifles of this World; herethou 
walk Bod reafons. to conyince thes : of 
that folly,and helps to looſen thy heart 
framthat en-ſnaring Soul-ruining bon- 


'Ifthon meeteſt with Rebykes upon thy 
earthly Intereſts, and crofſes-on the Aft- 
fairs and undertakings in the worldzthis 
Book will help thee, to find out the 
Cauſe of thy Diſappoiatments, & thoſe 
_ | conſuming 


a 
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"The Epiſtle to the Readers, 


confuming Moths on thy Eftate,and In- 
frru& thee to get Foxey out of rheſe 
Rods, good from theſe evils, and how to 
Comport with Divipe ends, and thy 
own Advantages by ſuch Dijeery Fiows. 
Haſtthou made a profeſſion of Godli- 
nefs, and formerly driven this Heavenly 
Trade to Advamage, but art now fallen 
back and decay*'d in thy Spiritual ſub- 
fance, and become poor in thy Z7:ward 
24x and toward Godehere mayelſt rhou 
find the D:ſcoveries and. Evid:nces' of a 


back-ſliding Soul,, with the Cauſes of it; 
- thou wilt alfo meet with Awakening Con- 


ſiderations to Aﬀe&t and AMiR thy heart 
with the ſenſe of thy evil Caſc;Here alfo 
mayeſt thou know-whether thy Decays 
arecureable;and what courſe thou mayelt 
take to po. out of thy languiſbing eſtate. 

Art thou one that doelt profeſs this 
Heavenly Trade? this Piece will tell thee 
what thy work 1s, and wherin this /»- 
ployment lies; what are the Jmportant 
aities of Piety to be driven on every 
Day, with Direions and Rules about it. 

If thou art one who keepeſt up rhis 


_ Frade for Heaven and thriveſt therein » 


here haſt thou »:arks of a Frjperens 
T rade in Godlin:ſs, and ſeveral Doubts 


S- , 
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' cleared up abour thy Soul-thrivings, wit 


— — —— 


thoſe Important Duties opened , which 


| this Peculiar Mercy. calls for : Gather 
out, of this Garden what. Phyſick or Food 
thou needeſt, and Apply and Improve 
it, praying for theAfſiſtance of tharSpi- 
Tit that hath been frequently & lolemn- 
ly begged both for the torming8Bleſſing 
of thi Diſcourſe.untoall that read it. 
| You who have been Hearers of this 
Subje&@, though in ſomewhat different 
Expreſſions ſuited to your Capacity & 
Advantage in the Delivery of it,, haye 
tcaſon above others to Receive and Im- 
prove 1 his Meſſage Twice ſent unto you, 
But you Eſpecially my dearFriends,the 
Care of whoſe Souls 15 #poz me, for whoſe 
fake chiefly theſe Truths wereat firſt de- 
livered, and are now made Publtck, 
have the myſt obliging reaſons to get 


them Copied out upon your Hearts,ang , 


in your Lives.To you Firſtly,more eſpe- 
cially, yea, moſt AſſeQionately was &.ts 
this /Yord of {alvation (ent. 8 preſented 
again to your View,that you might haye 
theſe things abiding with you,and-that 
they might live in your Zye which -have 
founded in your Ear, and be ſpeaking to 
yo2u when I ſhall be removedgut of your 
| | frehe 
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ht , and be beyondall Capacity to' ſer\© 
ht all e 

und firs he and immortal Souls,chat when 
I can plead no more for God er with you; 
F may in this be ſpeatizy to you and others 
in the behalf of Chriſt,and g/orions, though 
deſpiſea Holin:ſ5.This has been the prevail- 
ing Argument with me to diſcover my 
weaknels tothe World, and expoſe my 
ſelf to the cenſure or ſcorn of fomce. 

E have rhe greateſt reaſon to expe from 
you the Entertainment of thefe 7 ruths,who 
have choſen and received me in the Lord, 
to declare\the Goſpel of his Son to. you': You 
alſo have known my Zzboars, Tnfirmutics, 
and Aftie;ons with you and for your fake; 
that for twenty years ſpace I have ſerv: d 
you in the Goſp:l,' in reproach, wants, weak- 
meſſes ; dangers and ſofferin s,neither count 
T my life dear unto »vy ſelf {o that I. may i- 
nilb my courſe with joy, and the 'Miniſt.ry 
which I have received of the Lord Feſus, 19 
teftifie the Goſpel of the grace of God : yea, 
being ſo affectionately deſtrons of you, T have 
been willing to have impayred to yo# not the 
Goſpel of God onely, but alſo my ova Soul. 
Becauſe you were dear unto me, you know 
and have acknowledged the ſuitablencfs of 
this Subjei# nnito your own Caſes,& how e- 
vidently the condition of moſt of yall is open- 
ed here & fired by thee convittions, conn{ils, 


ry - 
A repre 


—_— 


(© 


FS... 


_” ” Eyiitle to the Readers. 


-— _ 


an ———_ 
repreh:nſrons,& conſolations of this diſcourſe, 
there are ſome among you that 7 am jealous 
of with a Godly jealonſie, leſt I ſhould have 


_——— 


{zbyured in Twain for you, and your minds be: | 


corrupted from. the ſimplicity of the Goſpel | 
through the temptations of this preſent worla: | 
I have often crzed aloud in your ears againlt | 
the /iz, and have warned you of the daxger | 
of an earthly ſpirit and converſation , and | 


do tell you now even weeping, that ſuch are 
Enemies to the Croſs of Chriit, who mind 
earthly things, until you are crucified to the 
world, you have no ſaving ben'fit of the 
roſe of Chriſt, or can ever behold the face o 
od in Heaven,until you are redeemed from 
The earth ; all your "Pro efſion, ov ow 
ties. and Enjoyments will be but ſo many 
Hit neſſes againſt you, if after all youarc 
lovers of this preſent World: Coveting to 
be rich will alſo make your So#/s paor,and 
deprive you of the refreſhments of his pre- 
ſence and- conſolations: of his leſſed ſpirit, 
and will be a manifeſt evidence that you 
haye little of thoſe pleaſures thatare from 
above. ?*Twas ſaid of pions Mr. Bain, That 
h2 ſouoht not great matters in the lor18 


| b ing tiken up with comforts and. grief. tl 


w1:< th: FYorld was, eAranger-: The, more 
a Soul converles 1n Heaven and-liyes upo 
#h: firſt fiuits of the other norts,-the-lel; 

F. will 


a a_ Py 
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'Þ 2, riches,- honour, and joy enough while in 
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will he be taken with things below : when 
Abraham came to live by faith, and in a — 
view of that City whoſe Maker and Buil- 


© der i God, the Plains of Sodom, and Spoils 

_ of Canaan were to him but mean things ; > 
* { mener cared muth for th: world { faith 

; one) fince / came to know better things. 

* You have taited that the Zord is pracions, 

E you have fed on' the far w—_ of his 


houſe, and have found a day in his Courts 
better than a thouſand ellewhere, and 
muſt be ſelf-condempxed if you prefer nor 
God above Ten thouſand Worlds, and 
count the exjoyment of himſelf rithes 
enough z yea, if you eee not the re- 
proach of Chrift great:r riches than the 
treaſures of Egypt. 'Twas a brave ſpeech 
of that noble ueetint when he had left 
his Honour., Intereſt and Relations for 


Chriſt and the Goſpel ſake : 7 have, ſaith 


SY 


this Cottage I may live in the Church of God, 
enjoy his Ford and People, and have time 
to converſe with God by holy meditation , ( 
ana with my Friends about Gods 'preat / 
goodnefſ ro me in my Converſion. Curſed / 
for ever be that Religion which weds 


Jy 12-n rorh? TVorla, and divorces them from 


God, q 
a 2 There 
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There are others of. you (I fear) fallen 
back in your ſpiritual . ſtate ; former days 
were better than now, and the ſhadow 
gone back ſome degrees upon the- Dzal of 
your hearts, who 'it may be have left. 
gour firit love, have loſt your ſpiritual 
taſt2, more dead' to the things of God, 
Cold and formal in Duty ; poſſibly you 
_ have hid your face from God, and he hath 
compaſſed himſelf with. a Cloud before you. 
You have negleted your: walks with 
Goa,and he hath with-held converſe with 
you : For the recovery of ſuch. from 
whence: they have fallen to their firſt 
{ve and. labours, 1s part of this Diſcourſe 
framed, hear what the Spirit ſaith there- 
in, Attend and Obey thoſe Connſels, re- 
turn to. your firſt love, and do your firſt 
works, leaſt the Lord take the Candleſtick 
_ out of his place, and leave you in that wil- | 


—_— 


ad:rneſs into which you wander. 

Some of you who are fearers of God 
yet walk in darkneſs, and ſte no light, 
have your continual Exerciſes and fre- 

vent Complaints, that he who ſhould 
ave comforted your ſouls, is removed far 
from you: My advice to you is, to walk 
in the light when you fit in darkneſs, and 
wait ſor the /ighr, when the ever ſhadows 
| are 
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are upon' you, *Tis-but alittle while and 
he. that ſhull come - will come, and will not 
tarry:; the Son of righteouſneſs is upon his 
journey: tqwards yol,- and *twill not be 
long ere it be riſe upon you. * 

 ' Are there anyof.you who haye ; better 
days, | does your Pow. abid? in ftrength 
are your Afet#tions warm to-towards your 
Belovedand your hearts ſometimes: burn 
within you while he is talking to' you 
in his ora? Do you long Sy bis Ay- 
pearazce \, and delight in his Priſence , 
and. preſs hard atter him in his. Apporet- 


ments? Do you love the /Vord of _his_ 
mouth more than your nec:ſ[ary fooa 2 


Can you be content, to. Tet your - own 
things fit} that you may ſeek the things 
that are ChriſPs: and fot at his feet, - when 
others are in the warket-place, and abroad 
ia the croud of their earthly affairs, Are 
you alone with Thrzft ina corner 7 If {o, 
your Metey is ſingular,, and your Oblira- 
trows ſtrong to be tntirily th: Lords; to 

no more your own, but wholly devoted 
ro his fear, to livea life of praife and wel. 
pleaſingneſs unto God , to think well of 
Chriſt, and bear his pleaſure; to be pas 
tient in tribulation, continuing, iaſtant i 
prayer, to long for the /Y<l-head of yout 


a 3 M2Yrcies, 
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mercies, and to be beginning a life of glo- 
ry while you are: here in a /ife of grace, 
I ſhall cloſe up rhiv' Diſcourſe with a few 
words of general Advice to you all. | 
Firſt, lay the foundation _ - _ 
you. butld-all your 7emporary /abonrs an 
your" Fternal Lars You cannot be too 
certain; 7n that on -whizh depends your 
all. Conſider how '6ften Satan hath bar- 
trred down ; yea, your own hearts. have 
diſputed away rhofe Fvidences, on which 
you could {ometimes have adventured 
your Souls, and yet the Hrongeſt Aſjaults 
are to come, and the greateft' Forces of 
'Hell reſerved for the Jaft Battel... Bottom 
not your hopes onany.- thing ſhort of a 
Crucified Chriſt , not on your Frames, but 
on his #avorr ; not upon your Duttes, 


but his Righteouſneſs; nor upon any kind- 
neſſes received from him ſhort of a /aving 
#i0n with him ; reſt not till your Cox- 
wictions be clear, deep and diſtrefſing, ſuch 
as diſcover fin to be the greateſt evil 1n 
its #ature and fruits, and its reſidence and 
iadwellins in you , a burden intolerable ; 
tuch Convictions as will. not admit of af- 
rer-favour or reconciliation to the leaſt 
lnown or moſt beloved ſin; that can 
make your heart to bleed afreſh upon eve- 

Ty 
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ry new touch of it, and never at relt till 
the whole kind of it be deſtroyed out of 
your Souls : Labour to ſee ſuch'a Beavry 
in ChriF), as may render all Creat:d Glo 
Ty as 'droffand day in your Eye itop not 
till you come to rhe Fxcellenty 'of ' the 
knowledge of Feſus Chrift as your Lord ; 
rill you -ean diſcer» ſuch a worth in} the 
Perſon as well as Purchaſe of Chriit , as 
will make you content to throw all over 
board, t9 take in him, and be fith of love 
till you exjoy him : be ſure your cloſe 
with pr right with his whole Per- 
fon, Wilt and Deſigns, tobe one with him 
upon all his own terms. And that this z:- 
ox be not in Judgment and Conſent only, 


\ bur in Afeart and /Y! from your whole 


Souls, finding 'an tmward likeneſs and love 

to him tn your rexewed nature. 
2dly, Go on towards perfe#ox, preſs 
after" yearer and more compl-at Confor- 
mity to: the Nature and- //[ of Chriſt 
every day: Think how ſhort your hizh- 
eff meafures do come of perfedt holineſs im 
the freht of God, Yet the Paztern before 
you every day, that you may be the more 
aſbam?d- at' your preſ'nt attainments in 
Grace, and more provoked to hioher Aims 
and Arebrevements;, compare your ſelves 
- a 4 wit 
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with them that are above you, with the 
Rule of Righteouſmee, and with, all your 
Obligations ,” Time, , Means | and. Mercies, 
to keep-you humble in your - own eyes ; 
look upon your , HFants as. well as Eu- 
Joymernts, that you may be as goor wn [1 
r:t as in coxdi4i08.;' that which. 15 waxt- 
238-11 you. cannot bei mumbred :.. {ho am 7 
-and what js my people that we ſhould be 
able to offer v4 willingly after this ſort ? 
I Chror. 19. 14. keep low thoughts in 
Jour ſelves under the greateſt ſervices you 
an for Get. and the higheſt honour you re- 
cerve from God. Alas ({aid the Lond Ds- 
plefſis, toon that commended. him. for the 
wnprovement of his Talent) /#þat 4s there 
of mine in that Work? ſay not. that it was 
7, but ' God in we. 1 know more. { {aith an- 
. other) by wy ſelf tp abaſe me y, than. apy 
Man couldknow to extol me.So muth humility 
a Man hath, ſo much grace he hath, and worth, 


and no more : Dr, Har. ws 463 
z3ly, Keep up a /ife of Fatth upon Chriſt 

- 1n the promiſes: As. the fir/f quickent 
of a Chriſtian gs by: fath, ſo his whole life 
is maintained by . believing; no longes 
than you believe can you live: Gal.: 2. 20. 
ZYonr life is hid with Chrift in God,. Draw 
freſh fluence thenceby faith upon your 
| Hopes, 
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Fdopas,. Comforts, and. Grazes under every 
went, | fears and dearbs within you ;. make 
Rot;. your , Zr aces. GT. duties the. grounds of 


believing , but encouragements 40 Faith , 


ſtudy. mare the retare, freemſs:, | fnlneſs, 
and wychangeableneſs of Sn, grace:, 
and | get acquaintance; with the promiſe 
and perfieſions: of the truth of: them in 
Chriſt : Zo hive only by faith (faith Dr. 
Harfis,) eu4s bare: Promiſe without a pawn; 
ed to giveall no free grace and' to Chriſt a- 
loxe, ure mighty\ywerks.; and {ome of thoſe 
things he found moſt difficult. 

419, Walk in/Love as Chrift hath lo- 
wed you : This1s the life of Fraven, and 
beginning of. that. £xcellext glory which 
ſhall never be removed; thereis nothing 
does make thee tmore like-to God, more 
wear and deaf to him, and more fit for 
his uſe than this Grace of Zeve: Let your 
AﬀeRtions be extended as large bs the ob- 


je&s of them : unto God, his Ford, Ways 


and + People, love God to obey him ; his 
Hays to walk in than, his People to de- 
light in them, to ſympathize with them', 
to: #0472 over them 1n their ſufferings, 
to. be/p them in their neceſſities, to regoyee 
with: them in their conſo/ations,' counting 
their wercics your own, which is nocaſic 

part 
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part of your duty. /t i far harder ich 
one) to adopt anothers Comforts than his 
Sorrows, and to hold ones ſelf exalted iy 
anothers exaltation. 37 A] 
5ly, In the enjoyment of the World get 
above it, and — leve in it, be dai- 
ly dying zoit ; lo much as y6u 'getabove 
the World, ſo zeay are jt oy God atid 
Glory, and no zeaxer. Covet not anothers 
Goods, the World is none of your Porti- 
0, if God be your part, Oh how much 
beneath the Zxtraftion, Dignity and - Ds- 
ty of Saints 1s the love to, and life up- 
on this low and dirty World : leave not 
Childrens bread to feed on ſuch Carrion 
doogs-meat, and filthy excrements, With 
which Satax feeds his Labourers.: | But 
having ſpoke largely of this matter in the 
Book, 1 adviſe your Eye and Heart thither 
j tor Conviction and Counſel herein. 
.. 6ly, Make much of the 7:*#e and Means 


' . of Grace while. you have them ;z your 


; Glaſs runs, your Sun haſtens, and the 
” Wind blows when and where it liſteth. 
- O make uſe of 7: while you have it: 
* God who made nothing in vain, hath 

ork for every hour of your ſbort Day, 
} work as hard a5 You can, you will find 
' ſorms:thing'to do when you come #0 djec 
Loſs 


4 
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Loſs of time ( ſaith Dr. Harris on- his | 
Death-bed ) fits very near upon me ; work , 
work apace , aſſure your ſelves notbing will 
more trouble you when you come ta die, 
than that you hawve' done no more. for that 
God, which hath done ſo much for you. 
Wait upony -and walk in the:l;ght while 
you have ity if- Grace thinks it not much 
to-{pread a Table for you, don't-you think 


p 


' it much to {pare-time to fit down ar it; 


You that find: ſo many things to do when 
Godcalls for your Company, will ſhortly 
find that God hath other things to do than 
to mind you. when you need. his Cor- 
aials; how glad would you be of enjoy- 
ing 2/4e to hear the voice, of: peace when 


you are entring ypon £rermity, who arc 


not at leiſure. now to (hear Divine 
precepts while in, the, poſſefion of time: 
negle& not hearing, praying ſeaſons, which 
are your Seea-tipee for glory. O that _eve- 
ry day ({aith ane) were 4 Sa ath or 

Faſt-aay , for then 1 oath well. Buy 
not. Four. eafe or earthly intereſt at fo 
dear. a rate as the loſs of ſatyation, time and 
helps ; Evidence your love t@ God by your 
valuation of his Preſence in bis Ordinan- 
ces; How can you long for the enjoyment 


of Gad in Heaven ,. who care not for his 
COmpany 


t} 
't 
t 


þ 
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t company on Farth,or his glorious *apyearances 
f ' 1» his Santtnary.Stick at nothing thavmay” 
} yield him delighr;or give him glory, how 
'! z expenſive ſoever it beon your deareſt Con- 
'* forts and Ftereſts : When one told*Dv 

* Moulin int his fickneſs that he wronged 


m_—_—_—— 


l * * himſelf by ſpeaking fo'much -;/ *Zis ifyue, 


- faid he, bat will ne glorifping of Gud., A 
- Soul that ſupreamly /ovesGod, will count 
nothing too much rode, part with,or ſuf- 
fer that may bring him glory. F 6.4 Ga 
71y , Reſt not in' yow enjoyments of 
means, without rmprovement of. thim : 
What's 4 full Table, if thy Soul abide 'emp- 
tx, and frequent feeding, if thy inner man 
anguiſh : *18'a- time of dying and: ſecret © 
weſte 10 moſt- Chriſtians ;-'O. cover” ear- 
4), veſtly the frs, that you may flouriſb 
in the Courts of Gody and grow as the 
Cedars of Lebanon ; that you' may be 
throurbly furniſhed to every good work , and 
your profiting *appear t0' all -Men : Be 
deeply fenfible of your Yirrle , Frait un- 
der oreat driſſing, and be humbled take 
heed of ſoirieaal ride, and\ puſfings up. in 
your apprehended Excellencies os Pri- 
vitedoes; tis the humble foul is the moſt 
thriving fon! ; keep your'i Hearts pare , 
and Z:iyes wnſpotted : As. ſound boaies, io 
OG" ſtncere 
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ſincere ſouls ate* moſt . growing : pare off 
luxuriant branch:s 'as they 7 ag out, 
and lay the'Ax to the roor of them every 
day ; keep up Faith in the Promiſes of 
Soul-proſperity xo them that -ſerve him 
in - ſencerity, Pfal.g2. 12,13. and flayon 
Chriſt by Faith for help: when you ſee 
nothing but Diſconragements in your ſclves, 


and when you are afraid to apply the * 


Promiſes, even then bleſs God tor them. 
Theſe Promiſes, (aid a doubring Soul, are 


none of mine, yet 1 am glad that God hath. 


enade them, and for their ſakes that ſhall pax- 
take of them: Mr. White. 


8thly, Negleq not fecret tranſaitions _| 


between God and your Souls, to which I | 


fear ſome of you may be too great ſtran- 
gers: no wonder that Intimacy between 


God and Souls does fall, when they are 


ſeldom together in retirements._ Oh take 
heed of paſſing by thy Cloſer or ſecret 


corners one day, Marth. 6.6. or poſting _ 


( 


out of them before God and your Souls © 


have ſome Converſe together; and be not 
only conſtant in it, but_careful to le 
God' in- the ſÞiritnal performance” of 1t : 
Let not Cuſtom 5r Formality deprive thee 
of the ſweetneſs of that bread earen im ſc- 
cret- You are in this Book more fully 

called 


a 
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called upon to theſe Daties of ſecret 
Prayer, Meditation, heart-ſearchins, and 
watching-work, to which I refer you, 

gthly ; Make conſcience of every Duty 
you owe towards others, in your Relats- 
ons, Places and Callings : keep up Fami- 
ly-daty, or write Heathen upon thy doors, 
that the World may know thee: If you 
negle&t Goas ſervice, he will not be your 
/ Sxnttuary ; Prayerleſs houſes have __bro- 
/ kez walls and doors, and no defence a- 


————— 


gainſt the leait evil : If you will not give 


God your breathings, how can you think 
he will give you his bleſſings : *Tis ſaid 
that any,eſpecially ſuch whom God hath 


taken i»to his houſe, ſhould ſhut him ot 
of their doors ; or give him ſuch pitiful 
ſ{- rvice as ſome do, ſcarce ever reading 
the Scriptures 1n their Families from one 
Lords-day to another ; only ſend him a 


little haſty fruit, ſome ſhort and ſhrfſied 
prayers once a day ; no wonder that 7a!- 


vation come not ts oy ne... C0n- 
werting grace into their Families, but a 
ſhine. #5 over their habitations, and 
the black marks of Ruine on their Chil- 
dren and Servants: think it not ſtrange 
that God, makes thy pleaſant Roſes prick- 
ing Bryers ana Thorns to thee, who haſt 
p made 


- 
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made them Spears. and Sworas to him. 
Oh keep with God in every duty of has 


ſervice, your Relation,Calling and Imploy- 


ments. 


. » Laftly, in every condition walk with 


God, and wait for God ; if he lead you 7 
WAYS 4 penned 7, follow him 7» ways of au- 
It you have Comforts take heed of 


Toling 0, or .abafing of them: when he 


ſends you _Afflidtions, receive them ; be 
not fainting nor froward under them, but 


ſanitifie God in them, and by their hand 


return to him : do not over-love your 
mercies, or over-fear your troubles: /ll 
prepare for Chanzes, but live upon Tmmu- 
tability, and beſetled under all your nn- 
ſettlements : count nothing ſtrange bur 
ſin, and nothing hard to bear, but the ab- 


ſence or _anver of a graciow Ged : loſe 


not your fears in time of peace, neither 


caſt away- your confidence in the day of 
fronble ; \Jet your _ be awd, 4 
i, that you may lee the way of your 
auty in the Wieht of your danger ; and 
ow to get in Comfort in your Adverſity; 
and let your Tozas be gire, that you may © 
be ready both to do your work, and to 
meet your wages ; and be alway looking 
41% waiting for the coming of your Lord , 

who 
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who will welcom you" in the Acceptarice 


'of your Duties, 'uncloath” you of your \fta's 'þ 
-and. ſufferings, and. crown your ſincerity 


and faithfulneſs with a Come ye bleſſe Joy of 
my Father, mherit the Kinzlom repare for 
50%; Which is'the /onge 1% ay of all 
his Zabowys with you, ind the fubjet? mat- 
ter of his daily prayers for you, who is in 
him thet was,and is, and i ts to cone. 


Sakai Labourer, +... 
Fellow Servant, | | 


and ' 


Brother, 


Barthol, Afhwoed. 
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THE 
HEAVE NLY T RADE, 
Opened and Improved from 
PROVERBS II. 14. 


For the Merchandiſe of it is better thax 


the Merchandiſe of Silver, and the Gain 


thereof th 147 fine Gold, 


Hat Religion is under a very preat 
declenſion it: the day and place where- 
in we live, is too evident to ſerious 

' Obſervers; but too little laid to 
heartz or the prodigious Effefts, which uſually 
follow ſuch expiring Godlineſs, duely trembled 
at. The Charaet of the lat and perilous times 
hath overtaken us ; men having a Form of God- 
lineſs, but denying the Power of it, 2 T9» 3, 5. 


(4) ALamp, a Name to live, Notions, Parts, 


external Priviledges and Duties, make up the' 
Religion of the greateſt part of Profeſſing Chri- 
ftians this day, while the Vitals of Chriſtianity vi- 
fibly languiſh : (b) Where is that ancient Faith, 

ove, Zeal, Faithfulneſs, Courage, Patience 


(a) Nos non eloquimur magns ſed vivimus. Minut, Foel: 
(hb Chriſtianos 101 dici, Jed - oporrer, Ignat, $i. 
| TH 
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Self. denial, Mortifiedneſs to the World; Ju- 
tice, Charity, Heavenly-mindedneſs, holy Con- 
verſes, with that univerſal Piety and Unity, 
which made the Saints ſo famous in former Ge- 
nerations, and had fo great an influence on the 
enlargement of Chriſts Kingdom, notwithſtand- 
ing Pagan and Antichriſtian force againſt it ? Inf 
the room of which, now pride, Contention, for-f| ' 
mality, ſelfiſhneſs, hypocriſie, with the general] ' 
gangrene of an tirthly ſpirit, cats out the life 
and power of true holineſs. The effeRting ſenſe 
of this dangerons evil gives occaſion to this en- 
ſuing Diſcourſe, whole errand into the World,is 
not to plead for Notion or FaRtion, but to advo- 
cate for deſpiſed Godlinelſs ; to help to awaken 
this ſleepy Age , and contribute' a weak hand 
with abler ſhoulders, to give a lift (if poſſible) 
to fallen Piety. L;. 4 

Ainongſt the many Advocates for Piety, S0- 
lomon the Pen-man of this Book hath done 
worthily; and laid out much ſtrength of reaſo 
to attach the minds of men, and regain them to 
the knowledge and fear of God. This Chap- 
ter is a Syſteme of thoſe Motives which he 
more largely profecutes throughout this Book, 
to perſwade men unto a through purſuit of ho- 
lineſs. Divers are the Confiderations he propo- 
ſesto this end : taken 

Firſt, From the happineſs of thoſe that ob- 
tain and improve this pearl of grace, verl. 13. 
Happy tu the man that (c)) findeth wiſdom, and th 
man that (d) getteth underſtanding : (though with © 
| (C) NVÞ. Labore ſphi paravit; involvit previam inquife} © 
tioneme (d) PD Profert in lucem, effundit. 
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orcateſt fahour and-coft ) and having 


LYOUT gotten it, 
doth put it-to its due uſe: and improve for 
the good of.\ others : They, !who ever they be, 


y 
are bleſſed Men and Women, in regard of that 
profit, pleaſore, peace, honour, fafety and life, 
( with the durable and eternal ofſeſton there- 
of ) enſures: to.thole that thus make Religion 
their bulineſs, from ver/, 13,to 27. 

Secondly , From the evil eſtate and end of 
thoſe that puriue the ways of fin, which is in its 
nature vile and abomimable to God, and as to its 
produdts, its ſhameful, curſed and deftruttive in 
theend, verſe 23, 32, 33, 34, 35- | 
The Pen-man knew that few would deal in 
thole Commodities, and: trade about Divine 
Things (all men teeking their own, and few the 
things of Chrift) and therefore ſets forth thoſe 
Wareb with greateſt commendation-to Buyers» 
that they. might off the better. - He begins wit! 
the gain that comes by godlineſs; a popular ar- 
gument, and that which in other things puts 
men on great adventures, and reſtleſs labours to- 
wards their enjoyment. The: hope of advantage 
( ſaith Chryſoftorw: (a) makes all difficult things 


eaſie, i, What will not the Merchant do or luffer 
| to get a hedle peofi ? Afit —_—_— toſet forth . 
the diligence of a Chriſtian 1n his race, and to 


inſmuate the worth of thoſe eternal things he. is 
it; chaſe of. The Merchandiſe of which # better 
than the merohandiſe of ſilver , and the gain ther. 
of than fine gold. 


-—, —— 
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(a) Lucri ſpes omnia difficitia fait jucunta, Chryſ, © 
| IF Ig 


f $Sicerd, 3. lib. 
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4 The Heavenly Trade 
- In the words, for methods ſake, you may 
oblerve, et 04 
Firſt, The ſubje&, wi/dows:wierebandiſe, and 
the gain thereof. - no 24 4. oh 
Secondly, The Predicate, Berrer than ſilver, 
than fine gold. | 
Wiſdom? Divine Wiſdom, which in this book, 
( not to mention all its acceptations : ) | _ . 
Firſt, Is put ſometimes for - the Lord Jeſs | 
Chriſt, the # a4yes, the Word, and increated 
Wiſdom of God, or the Wiſdom who is God ; 
who is made tous of God, Wildom, as well as 
Righteouſneſs - the Light of the World: the 
bright Morning-Star : the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
from whom are derived all thofe Beams which 
irradiate the dark minds of men : and that Wil- 
dom which makes wiſe to ſalvation: in whom 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom : This is 


that ſhining Diamond, that Pearl of price, which |' 


out-vies all the beautics'of the world ; the coſtly 
Gems, and whole Treaſures of Nature,in whom 
are unſearchable riches, the enjoyment and uſe 


of whom is ſoul enriching. | 


Secondly, For the Word of God, which is, Þ't : 
ſure, making wiſe the ſimple ; pure, enlightning the [f 
eye; and more to be deſired than gold,yea than much' 


fine gold : Called the light of the Lord, Iſa. 2. 5. 
Comme ye, and ler us walk, in the light of the Lord. 
The Diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart, Heb. 4. 12. which are able through the 
Spirit's illumination, to make one wiſe to fal- 
vation: Andin this ſenſe the Ferys uſually take 
Wiſdom for the Word and Law of God: In 
keeping of which there « great reward, Plal. 19.11. 

; | Thirdly, 


its the. beſt Trade. 5 
Thirdly, By it is held fortha true and ſaving 
knowledge of God, part of that Original beaut 


' which Man loft by his firſt Fall, and is regain 


by 'a_ ſecond Edition ' and Impreſs of the Spirit, 
when renewed in knowledge after the Image of 
him that created it : This knowledge js called 
ire, not an idle ſpeculative, but a lively 


. | operative knowledge, which conſifts of an illu- 


mination of the mind, and an infuſion of faith 
and ſpiritual knowledge. Pariſienſs calls it, 


1 (a) The gate of lifethrough which God firſt enters 


into the mind of man. In this wiſdom and know- 
ledge of God as the ſouls laſt end,” with the way 
that leads thereto, and felicity that reſults from 
it, enlightned minds: ſee greater luſtre than in 
fine gold, and all the: bravery of this lower 
world. 

Now this wiſdom is not onely ſpeculative, 
taking in the notion of truth, and pleaſing the 
mind with refreſhing views of things excellent ; 
but praQical, which diſpoſes the ſoul to a frui- 
tion of God, ſo revealed to the eye of wit- 
dom, and -to the obedience of all thoſe counſels 
opened in orderto it. Hence Davenant caunry 
it an errour in the Schoolmen to reſtrain Wif- 
dom and Underſtanding to a contemplative 
life, (5) when both have' their equal reference 
to an aQive praFFical life and converſation : In 
regard of its ;Efſence, it's an intel}efual vertue.; 
dut in rcſpeR to the matter and ule, it's pra i- 
cal and moral; and therefore he defines Wil: 


(a) Portam vit.e per quim Deus trimo ingredi-uy ad mens 
tem humanam. Pariftenſ! . (b) Cum utraque. ex «equs © 
tam heat ativam, ; 
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gom to be (c) an infuſed knowledge of thoſe things 
which lead to faith and a holy life with a prous of 
' tion, inclining the ſoul to the application and pra- 
Flice of the things us knows. This the Scriptures 
hold our to be that true Wiſdom,which God re- 
vires of men;; And to man he ſaid, [Behold the 

| a of the Lord,that is wiſdom, and to depart from 
evil, that js underſtanding,Job 28.28. Fob having 
ſpoken of the wonderful Wiſdom of God in the 
Works of Creation, beyond all the ſcarches of 
humane underſtanding, he tells them what is 
that Wiſdom which God requires of man, not 
to ſcrew into thoſe unfathom'd Deeps and My4 
ſterics of Divine Works in the Creation; not to 
feed on abſtruſe Notions of things that concern 

them not: but this is true Wildom, -10 fear 
God, to ſerve and obey him, and to depart from 
iniquity: So Dewt. 4, 5,6. Behold I have taught 
you Statutes and Fudgments, keep therefore, and 
do them, for this is your Wiſdom and underſtand. 

ing in the ſight of the Nations, which ſhall hear 6 

all theſe Statutes, and ſay, Surely this great Natian 

is 4 Wiſe and underſtanding people, Wiſdom 

from above (lays the Apoſtle) 5 pure, peaceable, 
entle, eaſic to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, James 3. 17. That is it makes men holy 
and fruitful in good works. $o the P/almiſt de- 

Icribes Wiſdom, by holy walking, / will behave 

my ſelf wiſely in a perfett way, Plal. 101. 2.and 

Epb.5.15. Walk circumſpettly,- not as fools, but 

a wiſe. Holy walking is both the fruig of Wit 


(c). Eſt igitur ſapientia infuſa cognitio illorum que ad fi- 
fem © £m vitan pertinent cum affedtu po inclinante ad aps 
{{ication-m © prexin eorundem, Daven. 

- . . ?; _ . oe by . "PI. do a 
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dome, and the way to Wiſdom, Cv. 1. 9, 10- 
You may be filled aith the knowledge of his will, in 
all knowledge and underſtanding ; that you may 
walk worthy of the Lord to all well-pleaſing, being 
fruitful in every good work,, and increaſing in the 
knowledge of God. Ando theW:ſe man undey- 
ſtands it in this Book, Prov. 1. 79. The fear of 
the Lord ts the beginning of wiſdom. That (a) 
ſaith Aquinas) from whence wiſdom begins to be 
operative. Chap. 4. 11. 1 have taught thee in 
the way of wiſdom, and led thee in right paths. 
Wiſdom hath its way , and feet to walk in it 
and this way of wiſdom is a right- path: Or, 
right-holy-attions ( ſaith Piſcator ) fo the Anci- 
ents take Wifdom. Cicero calls it, The (b) Art 
of living. That wifdom which doth nothing , is 
worth nothing. (c) 4} wiſdom lies in this one 
thing (laith Lattantins) That we know and wor- 
ſhip God. (a) Religion 1s wrapt up in Wiſdom, 
and Wiſdom in! Religion. (e) The work of Wiſ- 
dom lies im this, that contemning carthly things, 
by which we were formerly held, ſerving and de- 
fring theſe frail periſhing things we may now be di- 
retted to ſeek after the eternal reward of a heavenly 


(a) Luamumn ad effelum initium ſafientix eſt unde ſagt- 
enzia incipit operari. Aquin. (b) ' Spientia que ars wt- 
vendi putanda eft non expeteretur ſs nibil efficeret. Cicero 
de finz. (c) Omur ſapientia bominzs in hoc uro eſt ut De- 
wn cognoſcat © colat, Lact, de Inſticut, lib. 2, cap. 30. 
(4) 14 ſapientia religio, in religione [apientia eſt, La6t. 
lid. 4. chap. 3. * (e) Cujus vis i efficinm in eo vertitur tat 
contempt terreſtribas quibus - a#tes nenebtmur jra ilihss 
ſcruientes, & fragitia concnpiſcent?s a4 aterna cal: [ifs the- 


j 4477 premiz diricanur, Lact. de Inſt, cap. 27, 
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Teaſure : (ſo ſaith Aquinas) (f) Wiſdom is 
not to be conſidered onely as it leads toa know- 
ledge of God; -but as it direfts and orders the 
life according to divine Rules: Andin this ſenſe 
| T take Wiſdom. here for true Holineſs that 
Wiſdom which is manifeſted ina Heavenly, Goſ- 
pel converſation, the Merchandiſe of which is 
{0 advantageous. 

The Merchandiſe thereof : ObjeAtively conki- 
dered - The trading for this WV ildom, or Mer- 
chandizing about ; to the Septuagint renders it, 
Kpsi7 ay 3 auThv impair uy To Merchandiſe, 
is to buy and ſell, to get in,and put off goods,to 
| xake in, and lay out: this Wiſdom is better than 
to getin gold, or any thing that gold can buy, 
mane from IND, the word is, to go up and 
down here and there as Merchants do, to buy 
and vend their goods,to travel abroad now in one 
place, then in another ; to be full ofdiſtration, 
rumbling up and down to get and put of their 
wares: So buſie a work is Merchandizing,which 
takes up mens thoughts, time and labours to 
follow it, that they might get ſome advantage 
in the world. And ſuch is the work of Religion; 
it is an ative work that calls for the heart, 
time and ftrength, if ever ſouls think to tprn it 
to any account: And they that do thus, that 
make Religion their work, that lay out them- 
ſelves and their all in purſuit of Heaven and ſpi. 
ritual things, whatever coſt and pains they are 
at, if they can but gain theſe treaſures of god- 


(/ Sapientia ſecunduri nos non ſo/um conſideratur ut eſt 
co_wo,citirva Dei, ſed etiam ut direfiva bumanz vita. jc- 
exrAucg r.1tions Afoinu. Aq tin, 722, 9. 19. 7. C 

: linef:e 
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lineſs, and obtain Wiſdomes wares, they make a 
od bargain; for the profit that comes by 
ſe is far better than ſilver,yea than fine gold: 
The Septuagint hathit: (a) Than to get the 
treaſures of ſilver and gold, yea the beſt pold, 
beaten gold, | | 
There is another ſenſe that one gives the 
words, taking Wiſdome for the price by which 
thoſe great and eternal things are got : (l rather 
Tike the inſtrument than the price) ſpiritual 
things are frecly given, not bought ; 7ſ/z. 55. 1. 
but thoſe that lay out, and improve their Wit- 
dome to gain grace, to promote godlineſs, and 
further ſalvation, make a better bargain than 
they that lay out their treaſures of gold and fil- 
ver to buy the beſt goods on earth ; Incithec 
ſenſe it's a truth, Wifdome*s merchandiſe is the 


beſt merchandiſe, to trace about ſpiritual | 


things grace and glory is incomparably the beſt 
trade ; Whence obſerve this Doctrine or Po- 
MCC A 


Do. The heavenly Trade is the beft Trade 


no Merchandiſe lige Wiſdoms Morchan- 


diſe, and traffiquinz about ſpiritual ard 


eternal things. 


This Truth will eyidently appear, if you con- 
ſider, W17 
1. The nature of thoſe things about which wiſ- 
domes Merchants trade. | 
2. The Per ſon they deal with' 
3. The Terms they trage upon. 


<_—_— ——————_——_ > SO —_——— — 
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10 The Yeavenly Trade 
. The gain that comes bytt. 

Reaſ. 1. Firſt The things about which this 
Heavenly trade is taken up, arc in their nature 
things of greateſt worth ; wares which all the 
worlds treaſures cannot purchaſe or compare 
with; they are all great, glorious and excellent 
things ;- nothing, mean, _contemptible and uſe- 
leſs, among all the goods that Wiſdom pro- 
Poles to Souls choice and reception : T he favour 
of Gad : Redemption from Hell: Pardon of Sin : 
Peace with God : The Graces of the Spirit : Com- 
munion with Father, Son and Spirit, with Saints 
and Angels: Walking with God : Spiritual bleſ- 
fings : Foy in the Holy Ghoſt : Heavenly Trea- 
ſures: Aſſuraace of Glory, Theſe are all things 
of incomparable value, and the things that Hea- 
venly Traders deal about”; And are not theſe 
far better in their nature, than the low, dirty, 
fading _ of this world ? No Onyx, Saphire, 
Chryſtal, Coral, Pearl, Topaz, Rubies, or the 
moſt coſtly pieces of Nature, can compare with 
this Pearl of price; this Stone cut out of the 
Mountains, or thoſe Spiritual Treaſures which 
are the ſubje& of this Heavenly Trade : Let 
thoſe be Judges who know the worth of things 3 
callin Wiſdom's Lapidaries, let God, Saints 
and Angels ſpeak in this matter, their verdi& 
will be, Wiſdom's V/ares weigh down all, asto 
tcir innate excellency : I ſhall onely propoſe 
three evidences to determine this cafe, and they 
are of unqueſtionable verity, and a ſufficient 
proof of this truth. They are, 

1. Scriptare. 
2. Experience, 


3. Reaſon, _ Fuft 


_y 


f 


PROT” 
48 the -beſt-Tkade. it 
- Firſt, The Scriptures will tel] you, there are 
no Wares like Heavenly Wares, Det. 32, 32. 
Their Rock ts not as our Rock, even our enemics 
themſelves being Fudges. His loving-kindneſs is 
better than life, Pſalm 8g. 3. And the light of hs 
countenance, than the encreaſes of corn and wine, 
and Oyl, Pſalm 4, 6, 6. The Law of thy mouth us 
better to me than thouſands of gold and ſilver, 
Pſalm 11 5. 72. Tryed faith much better than gold 
that periſheth , 1 Pet. 1. 7. One day in God's 
Courts better than a thouſand elſewhere, Plal. $.,,. 
10. None in Heaven like to God, nor any on earth 
in compariſon of him, Pſal. 53.25. To make pro- 
viſion for the Soul'is the one thing needful - to 
enjoy Chriſt. and ſpiritual things is the better 
part that ſhall nev*c be taken away, Luke 10.42. 
The Kingdom of God is the-chiefcſt thing to be 
| fought for in the firſt place, Marth. 6. 43. firſt 
in affeRion, and firſt in time : Multitude of te- 
imonies might be produced from Scripture to 
atreſt this truth, That the Heavenly Trade is thd 
| 


beft Trade ; no goods like heavenly goods : what 
do you trade for here? is it for more than life 
you plot,you work for ? you gain no more here 
than meat, drink, rayment, money, land, credit, 
and the like, which only tend to life : but the 
favour of God is better than life - one gracious 
look, one whiſper of peace from'God, weighs 
down all thoſe : riches, pleaſures, honours, do 
nat make a happy man or woman ; the Scripture 
never reports ſuch bleffed as have the abun- 
dance of theſe things, but rather miſerable and 
unhappy, obnoxious to more ſnares and dan- 
gers ; but godline!s makes a bleſſed man, and 
, | pardun 
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12 The Yeavenly Trade 
pardon of ſin a happy man, in God's account, 
Pſal. 1. 1, 2. and 32. 1.whoſe teſtimony is truth 
ir ſclf, and to be relied on beyond all the 
grounds of blj-4dcd opinion, and falſe hopes. 
Secondly , Experience afſures men of this 
truth,that the heavenly things are the beſt oy 4 
Tome to a Soul that hath tried both - 'one who 
hath had all that the World could afford on the 
one hand, and hath allo expericaccd the favour 
of God, and ſpiritual things,and he will tell you 
of {piritual things, as David did of Goliah's 
Sword : There us none like them, 1 Sam. 21. 9- 
And as Solewmon of the vertuous Wiſe : Theſe 
things above excell them all, Prov. 31. 29. Ard 
wiſdom is much better than Geld, and to get under- 
ftanding rather to be choſen than Silver, Prov. 
15. 16, This was Solomon's experience, who 
hd the largeſt trial of any man, he had Houſes, 
Vineyards, Gardens, Seryants, Silver, Gold, the 
peculiar treafures of Kings; Greatneſs,Pleaſure, 
Muſick, and whatſoever his cyes defired : and 
vpon all gives this verdiQt ; That wiſdom excelleth 
felly as far as light excels darkneſs, Eccl. 2. 4,1 3. 
Picty tranfcendeth Pravity - Heaven the 
World : Purity ovt-paſſeth Pleaſures, as Light 
doth Darkneſs : When he ſpeaks of things be- 
tow, he tells you ; Theſe are all vanity and vex- 
ation of ſpirit ;, he that labours for theſe, laboury 
for the wind,  Eccleſ. 5. 16. and what he ſeeks, 
finds not z but when he ſpeaks of wiſdom, and 
fpiritual things, he is as one that wants words 
to expreſs their worth : Wiſdom # better thaz 
Rubies, and all the things that may be deſired, are 
29t to be compared to it, Prov.$. 11, David was 
| | | EY a man 


is the, veſt Trade. — 1; 


a man who: had tried various conditions m'the 
World; he knew what trouble and comfort was; 
what youth and age was, what poverty and 
riches were ; he had pleaſures, honours, trea- 
fures, with the hearts of his people, and com- 
mand of a Kingdom, and yet he tells you, he 


had ſeen an end of all perfetion: and that the 


light of God's countenance was better thay all, and 
to be a door-keeper ( a mean place) in the houſe of 
God, was more eligible, than to abide in the 
tents of wickedneſs : Pſal. 119. 96. Pf. 4. 6. 
and 84. 10. He chooles it as his one thing, To 
awell in the houſe of the Lord all the days of his 
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to en- 
quire in his Temple, Pſal. 27. 4. 

Moſes knew what honour was, and the plca- 
ſures of ſin, - and yet upon choice, preferr*d po- 
verty with godlineſs, on the ::fide of truth, 
before all the creatures of Egypt, He refaſed 


ro becalled Pharaoh's Son,rather chooſing to ſuffer ——1 


affliftion with the ay 08 of God, than to enjoy the 


pleaſures of ſm for a jeaſon, eſteeming the repraach 
of Chrift, greeter riches than. .the treaſures in 


Egypt, Heb. 11. 24, 25, 26. He knew. the No-..... 
blesof Egypt, and grandeur of Pharaoh's Court, 
.and yet could value a poor perſecuted people, 
that own'd God, and cleav'd: ro. him, beyond 


them all: F7appy. art thou,” O Ifrael ! who i hke 
to thee? Dewut. 33. 20. He counts God the 
none-ſuch ;; Ibo i like to thee, OGod ?. Ex. 15, 


11, and Religion the beſt intereſt ; Ser your 


hearts unto all the words ] teſtify ;, for it is not 4 
van thing for you, for it 1: your life, Dent. 52. 
46, 47 | 
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2 Agk. of Parl, and he will tell you what the, 
fruit of fin, and driving furiouſly againſt Chriſt 
and his intereſt was, when the Lord Jeſus came 
to:reckon with, and to pay him off in the way 
to Damaſcus, Atts 9.3,4. whole blow he felc 
many years after, zn Conſcience twitches now 
and then, 1 Tm. 1. 13, 15. And upon the ſenſe 
of that change Grace made on his heart and 
condition, he tells you, 'that whatever he counted 
gain before, he ſaw now to be loſs for Chriſt, Phil. 
3. 6, 7, 8,9, 10: 'There was a time when. he 
thought his letter-knowledge, blind zeal, birth- 
priviledges, legal duties, popukr applauſe, Ru- 
ters favour,and proteRion by power, to be great 
- things ; but now. he alters his reckoning, and 
' values the knowledge of Chrift, and intereſt in 
him, and grace derived from the. power of his 
death and refurreQion, to be an-excellency that 
ſtain'd all his former glory. 
The Jaylor once thought it his greateſt in- 
tereſt to {ſwim with the ſtream, and fail by the 
compaſs of the times he lived in, to run dowb 
the ways and ſervants of the Lord Jeſus, to 
obey his warrant, and ſecurerthe Saints feet in 
his ſtocks, A. 16. ver. 24, to 34: but when 
once Grace :takes him in hand, and plucks him 
through the ſtrait-gate ol. conicicnce, terrors, 
and repentance; into a ſtate of regeneration 
then he 'corre&s his'errors, and fces it his chicf- 
eſt concern to-.eſpouſe.Chriſt, and to come over 
' imo the way of perſecuted godlineſs: then to 
belicve in the Lord Jctus, to.be kind to his (er- 
vants, and to drive the. Trade of deſpiſed Chri- 
Rt anity - he thought upon moſt mature. conli- 
deration 
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deration, to be worthy of his choice and pur- 
ſuit. What treaſures more rich or precious (laid 
Azeri, when a priſoner for Chriſt at Venice ) 
than _— life ? where be greater riches or 
dignities more hononrable than 1m Heaven ? here 
adroppeth the deleftable dew, here floweth the plea- - 
ſant Nettar, here runneth the ſweet milk, here 
65 plenty of all good things ;, I have found a nes 
of honey mn the entrals of a Lion, in the de 
dark Dungeon ; I have found a Par adife of plea- 
ſures, where others 'do weep, I do tejoyce;, when 
others do ſhake and tremble, I do find plenty of 
ſtrength, and boldneſs, in ſtrait Bonds, and cold 
Irons, I have reſt : Fox, Vol. 2. Pag. 181. Come 
to ſinners alſo when they lie under Conſcience- 
terrors, and the armed troops of death and 
hell invade their puilty hearts, and inquire 
their opinion concerning the goodneſs of their. 
choice, the advantage of that bargain they 


have made, in parting with God for the World. 


in rejeCting Chriſt for the Fleſh, in turning their ® 
backs on holineſs, for the ſervice of fin : and=Z 
their dejeRed countenances, their gaſtly looks,- 
their unquiet geſtures, their cries and groans, 
will ſoon tell you the ſad reſentment- of their 
folly, and bad Trade they have driven in the 
ways of fin and death. 
Thirdly, Nay Reaſon it ſelfrightly exerciſed, 
muſt needs grant, that heavenly wares are the 
beſt wares upon a fourfold conſideration. 

1 Of their Rarity, 

2 Their Price, 

23 Their worth. 

4 Their duration, 


\ LY Firſt 
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Firſt, Heavenly things are rare, and therefore 
excellent ; ſcarcity enhavnceth the price of 
things 3 Diamonds and precious ſtones are Ccear, 
becauſe ſcarce, and more rarely had; plenty 
uſually beats down the price of things, when 
rarity makes them coſtly ; and ſuch are Hea- 
venly wares, they are the greatoft rarity inthe 
world ; they are leſs known, more hardly come 
by, and ſeldomer enjoyed than any thing this 


carthaffords; there are few parts of the world 


where Wiſdom's goods ever come: How many 
Countreys are there where the Goſpel is not 
known ? or any ſights of God, or things eternal 
ever had but ſuch as are difcernable by the dim 
light of nature; and of thoſe coaſts which this 
days ſpring hath viſited, to how few have the 
Brightneſs of this light appeared ? few places 
have the myſteries of the Goſpel opened, or the 
deep things of God purely, fully and powerful- 
ly preached- It hath been the priviledge of 
this Nation above many, to have a peculiar 
ſhare of Goſpel diſcoveries and truths, more {pi- 
'Fitually and praQiically diſcloſed ; and yet how 
few here, or in other parts, have any acquain- 
tance with theſe glorious 1ſecrets ? or arrive to 
this excellence of the knowledge of Chriſt, and 
Divine Myſteries? what a veil is there. on the 
minds of moſt, under the pureſt adminiſtrations 
of the Goſpel, that ſeeing, they lee not ; under- 
ſtanding, and yet not affeRed with the things 
they know; the ſpiritual beauty, and inward 
worth of them being hid from their eycs. Moſt 
hearers (like Balaam) ſee heavenly goods with 
cyes half opened; and hence it is they no more 


ralve and purſue them : Covld theſc poor, beg- 
gar!y, 
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garly; dirty things of the world, be ſo preferred 
in mens affeRtions and embraces, and ſo much 
time conſumed upon them, with negle& of God, 
and things above, if the worth of Wildome's 
Treaſures were truly known and believed ? no 
certainly, we may without breach of charity 
complain. Who hath believed our report ? and to 
whom u the arm of the Lordrevealed? Iſa. 53.1. 
They are rare, in that they feldome appear in 
their own worth and excellency to the veiw of 
men : few know and believe the worth of hea- 
venly things. 

They are alſo goods that few trade on. It's 
a rare thing to ſee men much vers'd about hea- 
venly things, and to drive a trade of godlinels: 
There are divers poſſibly that barter for ſome 


of Wiſdome's goods ,for knovwledge,peace,com- 


fort, parts, external duties, &c. but few that 
carry on a full trade of godlinels: An Encchgs 
Noah, a Caleb, a Folſhua, a Fob, a David, a Panl, 
a Barnabas ; here and there one in their ſeveral 
ages, that are thorough with God, and univer- 
fal in the duties of godlinels, heart purity, god- 
ly ſimplicity, univerſal holineſs, converſe with 
God, meditation on things above, tenderneſs of 
conlcience, ſelf-denial, mortifiednels to the 
world, hcavenly-mindedncts,fpiritual converies, 
are commoditics that few deal about this day. 
A thorough-paced Chriſtian is the Phoenix of 
the place he livesin, and more \{eldome teen than 
a ſparkling Diamond in the dark night we live 
in; few ſeek thele goods in carnelt; as they do 
the world and their own thing, and fewer ob- 
tain them, Phil. 2 21. Few I fear do live » _ 
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daily exerciſe of their graces, thewarra breath- 
ings of their ſouls after God and ſpiritual things: 
ſew that find the white ſtone, that live in the 
view of their pardons, and ſenſible enjoyment 
of divine grace; and therefore theſe heavenly 
goods are rare things, ſeldome diſcovered, ſel- 
dome known, ſeldome purſued, ſeldome injoy- 
ed; and being rare, are excellent and defirable. 
Secondly, Heavenly things are the beſt, he- 
cauſe the moſt coſtly ;, this argument will not 
hold in all things - men may buy their deſired 
comforts too dear, and give more for the world, 
pleaſures, and their particular goods, than they 
are worth ; but none can be deceived in Wiſ- 
dome wares; the glory of Ged, the ſalvation 
of ſouls, the enjoyment of grace and ſpiritual 
bleſſings, cannot be too dearly obtained ;' their 
price beſpeaks the greatneſs of their worth, 
they being realities and things excellent in 
their nature and uſe 3 and if they are valuable 
according to their price, they muſt needs be 
tranſcendent ; for the purchaſe of them coſt 
God dear; he hath been at the expence of eter- 
nal counſels of manifold wiſdom,of unknown love, 
of the gift and blood of his own Son, toprocure 
theſe great things for Believers; and it hath 
colt him mighty power and patience to fit Be- 
lievers for them, and main- 

nf an Kononcable tain their enjoyment of 


wEh an honourable them : Ye are bought with 4 
Price,! Pet. T1. 48, 19. 


A'vTtzvTooy 4quale rc- price , not with corruptible 


demptioris pretium , things, as ſilver and gold, but 
Gomar, with the precious blood of 
Chriji, 45of a Lamb without blemiſh, and without 


ſpot. 
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ſpot. He gave himſclfe a ranſome, anequal price 
tufficient to purchaſe Believers to himfelf, with 
grace and glory for them: He ſo lowed the 
World as to give hu onely begotten Son, to give hints 
to death, to the death of the Croſs, to unſpeak- 
able torments, and all to procure theſe glorious 
and bleſſed treaſures for Believers, Joh. 3. 16. 
O coltly wares ! O dear bought goods! for 
which the pearl of price was {old, and the trea- 
ſures of Heavenempticd out. | 
And as theſe ſtand the purchaſer dear, fo they 
are coſtly to the receiver alſo: The preparation 
for an intereſt in theſe treaſures, is many times 
dear to Bclievers : O the wounds and laun- 


_ cings, the bleeding and heart-prickings, the 


pangs and throws that lead the van to this banner 
of love, which redemption grace ſpreads over 
{aved ſouls; theſe are the ſtormy tempeſts, the 
bloody skirmiſhes, that go before the Believers 
reception of purchaſed peace: Belides, the 
terms on which this good bargain is offered, -- 
though infinitey beneath its worth, yet as to 
the touls capacity are high, it's' no leſs than a 
throwing of all its former treaſures over-board, 
a parting with its neareſt intereſts, and deareſt 
comforts that lye in the way of its enjoyments 
a plucking out a right eye, and cutting off a 
right hand ; a denying ( O hard laying!) of a 
man's ewn beloved ſelf; a not onely bearing 
when laid on, but a taking up not the Crols ot 
Chriſt alone, bur his own Cypts too, whatever 
his own fins, or the hand of tnen and Deyils 
may make for him; and in this plight not to fir 
doiyn, or ſtand ſtill, but to go on ang follow 
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Chriſt up the hill, through thick and thin, 
throngh ſcorns and thorns, day and night, 
through every change, in every ſtate, home to 
the grave: No cafier terms are given to the 
enjoyment of theſe riches, than a hearty con- 


ſent to theſe propoſals, which may expoſe the 


foul to an atual loſs of his earthly all, and un- 
dergoing unknown 'tryals, troubles aud duties 
in the way : This bargain,though bleſſed in it 
ſelf, yet is thought fo dear by fome, as that 
they break upon thele very terms, and think 
God, grace and glory, too chargeable ſor their 
acceptance - This then ets off the worth of hea» 
venly things, that they coſt ſo much upon 
choice, and upon the higheft reaſon and delibe- 
ration. | 

Thirdly, As their price is high, ſo is their 
worth great; they are good in themſelves, and 
good to thoſe that have them- Mearken dil:i- 
gently unto me, and eat that which ts good, and let 
« your ſouls delight it ſelf in fatneſs ; earthly things 
are not ſo, if good inthemſelves, yet they may 
not be good to thoſe that have them : Riches 
are ſnares and ſwords to the owners thereof, 
and oftentimes do pierce them thorough with 
many ſorrows : They are not onely good, 
but abſolutcly good ; other _ arenot ſo; 
carthly things are but conditionally good when 
God ſees them good, and makes them good, ſo 
long as he doth bleſs them, and let out fome- 
thing of himſelf through them, manna, food, 
rayment, nether{prings,are ſo far good, as God 
is pleaſed to convey out ſome ſpiritual good 
thorough them, or make them ſome way tub- 
Dans ſcrviens 
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lervient thereto; theſe things cannot make 
men happy, or prove them fo. Nebuchadnez- 
z&r's greatneſs could not ſecure him from gra- 
zing amongſt the beaſts, and bedding with 
them in open fields, and under wetting dews, 
Dan. 4. 33- Belſhazzar's pleaſures could not 
guard him from the hand-writing againft the 
wall, Daz. 5. 5. Drives was in the midit of flen- 
ty and honour one day, and the next day in hell. 
Theſe lower things are but as.ciſterns, and pipes. 
that hgnifie nothing , except ſome waters be 
conveyed through ttiem ; no more do. thele , 
unleſs God let out his love,and promiſe through 
them. Theſe heavenly things are not only ab- 
lolutely good, but every way good ; good for 
every man , in every ſtate; good for poor and 
rich, for young and old, for all perions, all 
things ; Godlineſs is profitable for every thigg, 
1 Tim. 4.38. There 1s no perſon or condition, 
but grace and ſpiritual bleings are good for,& 
can convey good thorough: There may be ſuch 
a caſe in which nothing of this lower world 
can help: Riches make thew. wwigs and profit 
not in the day of wrath. In times of trouble 
and divine. wrath, inſcruments of muſick carry 
no {weetnels in them but ſpiritual mercies, they 
help to comfort in the Cay of trouble: 7n 
the multitude of ſad thoughts within me, thy cow- 
forts refreſh-my ſoul, Pſal. 9.4. 19. 

Fourthly,, Their duration proves them excel- 
lent, they are laſting wares; time works no 
change uponthele, the Heavens will wax old, 
and as a veſture they ſhall be changed; but hea- 
venly things never periſh with the utling: ir- 
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deed our meafures' and ſenſe of theſe may 
change, we may not always have the ſame de- 
grees of grace or comfort; but this alteration 
is not in theſe things, but in vs; as God; {6 


grace and ſpiritual things, are in themſelves the 


jame, yeſterday, to day, and for ever; good in 
proſperity, and good inadverſity; good in life, 
and good in death - mutability mars all earthly 


comforts, they are things of no continuance : 


we may have them, but cannot hold them : like 
the fleeting Iſlands about the -Tere riff, which 
perſons {ce at a diſtance , but when they come 
near them, they vaniſh away : The things that 
are feen are temporal, 2 Cor. 4. 18. We may (4) 
have them, (faith Seneca) butcannot poſſeſs them: ; 
and they no ſooner pleaſe us, but paſs from 2 + but 
unſeen things are cternal : His love is everlaſt- 
ing ; the graces of his Spirit abiding - 1 Foh.3.9. 
Whoſoever is borh of God ſinneth not, for his ſeed 
remaineth in him : The joys of the Holy-Ghoſt 
are laſting - That wy joy might remain in you,' 
Fer. 31. 3. Job. 15-11. 1ſa. 59.21. Ab. 10. 34. 
1 Pet. 1. 4. Indeed ats of grace may fail for 
a time, but the habit of grace is never loſt; 
frames, and ſtreams of comfort may, ebb, bur 
the Fountain of Joy is never drain'd dry : Jufti- 
fication is immutable, Pardon of Sin is irrever- 
fible, the Saits treaſures in Heaven are endu- 
ring, and can Atver fade away : Men may out 
live their Treaſures here, and fee all their Por- 
tions go before them: but heavenly Intereſt, 


and immortal Souls, are of like continuance 
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and this greatens their value : Men eſtimate in 
little Land beyond a great Eſtate of uncertain 
continuance : and ſuch- are Wiſdom's wares, 
there'sno rotten goods among them. 

Reaſ. 2. Secondly, The heavenly Trade is 
the beſt Trade, in regard of the Trader thele 
Merchants deal with - Much of the comfort, 
{afety and advantage of mens Trades. lieth in 
in. the pertons they Trade with: if theſe be 
able, honeſt, affeRtionate, it conduces much to 
; the thriving- of thoſe they deal with: Whar 
miſchief comes to Traders, when Sellers are 
cheating, cruel, and extortioning ? and when 
Buyers are falſe, and deceitful, and fail of their 
word? But none of theſe hazards can heavenly 
Teaders be expoled to, from thol: they deal 
with: Indeed Wiſdom's Merchants have to do 
with many, in the purſuit of their heavenly 
Trade, both by way of taking in, and letting 
out; but yet there is one great Merchant with 
whom they principally deal, as to the managc- 
ment and iſſue of their whole: Trade, in this 
Merchandife; they converſe with God, Sain:s 
and Angels, but all is done through a Mediator ; 
the Goods they receive is upon his intereſt ; 
they deal with God through him ; all their wil- 
dom to trade,and rules to a&t by,come from him 
the good and advantage of all their Trading, 1s 
{fecur'd by him ; and thoug! they may be con- 
cern'd with many perſons and things, (with all, 
that duty and providence calls them roo,) and 
with the Chymiſt, are to extrait ſome g0041 
from every thing they deal with ; and, like the 
Bce, gather Honey from weeds ; yet this goo 
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they get from perſons and things, is not in 
them , but conveyed through them from the- 
great Purchaſer with whom they deal; good 
from every thing, to theſe heavenly Traders, 
and Heirs of Salvationis made over in the pro- 
mile; ( All things ſhall work together for good 
to them that love God, and are called according to 
h:5 purpoſe, ) Row. 8.28, and hall in due time, 
through thete Conduits, be emptied out to Be- 
lievers, by the hand of Jeſus: So that it is 
properly, and ſtriatly, but with one great Mer- 
chant thoſe Traders have to do with for the 
goods they Jay out, or take in; all other things 
and perſons are but ways and inſtruments of his 
appointment, through which it ſhall be deliver- 
ef; and this makes Wiſdom's Trade ſo good, 
that the advantage of it is not depending: 9n 
thoſe ſecondary Agents, they have, to do with 
but upon one, that is more excellent, both great 
and good, able and faithtul ro anſwer both his 
rromifes, and the expeRations of thoſe that deal 
with him. As to his Quality, and perſonal Gran- 
deur, he is aboveall, and over all, King of 
Kings, and Lordof Lords: He hath a weſtare 
ot his thigh, whereon «s written, King of Kings, 
rd Lord of Lords, Rev. 19. 16. He is the Ma- 
jelty on high, the Glory of Heaven and Earth; 
he hath Angels ro worſhip him, Thrones and 
Principalities under him, all creatures in Hea- 
ven 2nd in Earth to ſerve him. O! how ho- 
nourableis it to deal with him, -to whom Kings 
and Potentates pay their tribute, and to whom 
Men and Angels ycild their homage? 1r's ta- 
king with Men,to conver{e with thole that are 


above 
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above them, and to manage concerns with Per- 
ſons of Honour, and Greatneſs : but here's one - 
(Souls) that offers to trade with you, from 
whom all creatures receive their glory. 

Yea, his Goodneſs anſwers his Greatneſs, and 
{weetly tempers his perſonal converſe for the 
encouragement of the meaneſt Soul, that hath 
occaſions with him: Greatneſs without Good- 
neſs, rather checks than relieves the hopes of 
thole that are beneath it; but ſuch is the ſweet- 
neſs of Chriſt's nature, as that his Glory doth 
but render his Goodneſs the more amiable ; and 
his Goodneſs repreſents his Glory the more 
defireable; he values no man by his 6wn worth, 
nor deſpiſes any for their low eſtate; the mean- 
eſt Soul hath as eaſy acceſs to him, and as gra- 
cious a reception, as perſons -of higheſt repu- 
tation with men': / dwell im the hich and holy 
place, with him alſo that 4s of a contrite and 
humble ſpirit,-to revive the ſpirit of the hum- 


| ble, andto revive the heart of the contrite ones, 


Iſa. 57. 15. He is ofa ſweet and gracious tem- 
per, of a free and generous ſpirit, good to all, 
eſpecially to thoſe that ſeck him-: this renders 
perſons defirable, who would: chooſe to deal 
with men of- ugly natures, and churliſh ditpo- 
fitions: affability and ſweetneis do ſtrongly in- 
vite men to converſe ith ſuch; and none like 
to Jeſus for excellent goodnets and loving kind- 
neſs, ſor pitty and bounty ;, goodneis is his na- 
tare, mercy his delight ; he takes pleaſure ni 
doing good 3 none that trade with him, but he 

will tce them to be the better for it. | 
He is alſo able as well as good: Some men 
have 
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have excellent natures, but ſtrajitened capacities, 
they are willing to do good beyond their pow- 
er : but it is not ſo with the Saints friend : He 


bath all power in Heaven and Earth, Mat.28.18. 


and can do what-ever pleateth him : he hath 
all creatures at his command - all the treaſures 


of Heaven at his diſpoſe: he is infinitely rich, 


and hath all that good that Souls can need or 


deſire : he hath goods of all kinds to ſupply. 


his Cuſtomers with : it is not ſowith men, no 
Merchent can furniſh his Traders with every 
thing they need : but one ſells this ware, ano- 
ther that : here men fail to one Countrey for 
one Commodity, and to another Countrey for 
other Wares : they ranſack Nature's treaſures 
by Sea and Land, borrow ſomething from every 
Naticn , that hath a peculiar excllency , - to 
make up their ſupplies, and furniſh. all their oc- 
calions, and pleaſures : but the Lord Jeſus 
. hath all that in him, and at his diſpoſe, 
which you need: he can {ſupply all your 
wants, having all fulneſs dwelling in him, 
Phil. 4, 19. He hath that in him which your 
Souls want, and the command of that you need 
for your Bodies alſo : He can give you the de- 
lires of your heart, P/al. 37. 4. He u able to 
make all grace abound towards yak, that you al- 
ways, having all-ſuſficiency in, all. things, may 
abound in every good work,, 2 Cor.g. 8. Here's 
no lets rhan five Alls, that flow from the abili- 
ty of Chriſt to Believers : All grace abounding 
in them, All ſufficiency enjoy'd by them, All 
ways, in All things, for All good works - Did 
Souls but bclieve the all-ſufficiency of ay a 

" they 
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they would not fo perplex their ſpirits when in 
wams, with, ' what ſhall leat? and with what 
ſhall }be clotbed ? and how ſhall | ger this 2? 
and the other mercy I want, when all 15 offered 
to Wiſdom's Merchants freely ? for godlineſs 
hath the promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come : and thele promiſes arc 
it the hand of TJefus, for all that come to God 
by him - All things ere delivered to me of the 
Father, Matt. 11-27. The Lord Jelus is not on- 
ly-able to give you all that you ask according 
to his will, having all things deltvered to him 
for-that end : - but he can keep it for you, and 
ſecure it to your ule: 7 am perſwaded that he 
#4 able to keep that good thing I bave committed 
to him againſt that day, 2 Tim. 1. 12.; This all- 
lufficiency of- Chriſt, is argument enough to 
new-Covenant-ſoederates, for a calm and quiet 
dependance on him, and holy walking before 
him, Ger. 17. 1. 

And that which is exceeding pleafing ta Tra- 
ders alfo, he is faithiul as well as ables he is 
one of his word, that makes good all his pro- 
miſes to a tittle, to thofe that by Faith deal 
with him - The holy one of Ifracl cannor lie, op 
alter the word that is gone out of his mouth , 
bath he ſaid, and ſhall he not doit ? hath he ſpo- 
hen, and ſhall he not make it goed ? Numb. 2. 1:. 
and Rev. 1.5. He is the faithſal Witneſs: faith- 
fulis his name. And he'thar ſaute npon the Throne 
was called faithful 'and true, Rev. 19. 11. And 
ſaithfulneſ's is his nature,in compariſon of whom 
every a man is a liars Let God be true, and every 
m.21 4 liar, Rom, 3. 4. If the Lord Jelus were 

| . not 
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not faithful to bis word and undertaking, the 
Father would not have truſted him with all the 
concerns of his glory and people in the world; 
neither had he been a fit perſon for the Ele to 
have committed unto him their ſouls, and all 
that is dear tothem + Men promiſe one thing, 
and do another : affirm a thing that is not, and 
this undoes many, the unfaithfulneſs of thoſe 
they deal with ; but it isnot ſo with Chriſt, you 
may truſt on his fidelity : Heaven and Earth 


hall ſooner fail, than one tittle of all that he 


hath ſpoken : And therefore excellent is that 


Trade which is carried on with. ſo- excellent a. 


Jeſns. 

Reaf. 3. Thirdly, Weigh the terms on which 
this Trade is offered unto fouls, and it will ap- 

ar to be incomparably the beſt Trade. Forto 
fuch as will ſet upon this Trade, 

1 Goods to trade upon ſhall be freely given. 

2 Wiſdom to manage them will be fully ins- 

reed. 

' 3 A bleſſing on the due improvement of them 
ſhallbe enſured. 

4 To him ſhalt the glory of all be renared. 

Firſt, Wildome's wares are freely tendered to 
all that will receive them, without money; and 
' without price : Come buy wine and milk, with- 
cut money and without price, Iſa. 55. 1. Tohim 
that ts a thirſt will I give to drink, of the waters of 
life freely, Rev. 21.6. Here Merchants cannot 
- get or put off goods at that rate; there's no 
going to the world's markets without money 
or credit : they that will have mens goods muſt 
pay for them, and many times have dear bar- 

gains : 


* -—, — — ” CET — hk rd 
\ 


——__ 


is the. beſt Trade, 29 


gains ; but the Lord Jeſus imparts his treaſures 
freely ,” he paid dear for them, they coſt his 
heart blood, but he ſpares them freely ; no fil- 
veror gold will paſs in thoſe bargains. Son 
Magus had his offered gold, for the Holy Ghoſt, 
thrown back with deteftation and deſtruction to 
boot, Atts 8. 18, 19,20, Theterms on which 
this trade is driven are free; it cannot ſtand 
with the deſign of redemption grace , which is 
to advance the praiſe of the glory of -grace, and 
to cut of all boaſting, that every mouth may be 
ſtopped; to admit of any thing from fallen man 
that might look like a compenſation of ſalva- 
tion mercies ;- neither is there any thing beneath 
Chriſt's merits, that can equalize the worth of 
heavenly things : and alas what have they to 
part with, who have loſt themſelves? and to 
give to God, who have nothing but what they 
receive from him ? It muſt needs therefore be 
altogether freely given, whatever is received 
in order to ſalvation: O bleſſed news to poor 
traders, that their poverty is no bar to this 
employment : the pooreſt may receive of Wil- 
dome's wares, as well as the rich, ſeeing it is a 
free trade : and whatever makes a difference on 
the creatures part, is laid aſide in the diſpenſation 
of ſpiritual mercies: Here are no Monopotics, 
or hard impoſitions upon this trade: no re- 


. Rtraint from ſetting up, or ſelling out of Wiſ- 


dome's goods, in any parts of the world. Cities 
have their encloſures, Corporations their bars 
to keep out ſtrangers from their priviledpes : 
but in this trade all perſons, be they who they 
will that will come oyer to Wiſdome's Mer- 

| © chandiſe, 
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3 The PYeavenly Trade 
chandiſe, have right to carry on this work of 
jgrn__ in all places whereever they are. The 

eavenly trade is a free trade, goods freely gi- 
ven, and liberty to ſetup in all places, and. to 
all perſons. 

Secondly, As goods to trade upon are freely 
given; ſo wiſdome to manage them. ſhall be 
fully imparted : This is a priviledge which ſel- 
lers on carth will not afford; you may have 
their goods at their price, but not inftruRions 
how to difpole them to your advantage; but 
this great Merchant in Heaven, with his wares, 
oives skill to uſe them : / am the Lord thy God 
which reacheth thee to. profit, which leadeth thee 
by the way thou ſhouldeſt go, Iſa. 48. 17. 1f thou 
feckeſt her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her as for 
vid treaſure, then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God : For the 
Lord giveth wiſdome, out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and underſtanding : He layeth up ſound 
wiſdome for the righteows. Then ſhalt thou under- 
ftand righteouſneſs, and judgement, and equity ;yea 
every good path, Prov.2.4, 5, 6, 9+ The foul that 
ſeeketh for Wiſdome's wares, ſhall with it find 
inſtrution how to uſe them: 7 will enſtrutt 
thee, and teach thee in the way which thou ſhoulde 
£0. I will guide thee with my eyes, Pſal. 32.8, 
He will be eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
Fob. 29. 15, the Lord Jeſus will find all in this 
heavenly trade, goods, and tools, and skill, and 
ſtrength, and all - Surely ſhall one ſay, in the 
: Lord have I righteouſneſs and Hrength. 

Thirdly, A bleſſing on the due improvement 


of theſe ſhall be entured to all his traders : The 
way- 
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wayfaring man ſhall not erre, Iſa. (5. $8, His 
workmen ſhall not labour in vain, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
For his bleſſing ts upon his people, Pſal.z. $8. Thou 
ſhalt decree a thing, and it ſhall be eſtabliſhed unto 
rhee, and the light ſhall ſhine upon thy waies, Fob 
22. 21. The bookof the Law ſhall not depart ont 
of thy mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate therein day 
and night, that thou mayeſt obſerve to do accord- 
sng to all that is written therein, ( this is the hea- 
venly trade, to fulfill after God and ſuch ſhall 
proſper ;) for then thou ſhalt make thy way proſ- 
perom, and then thou ſhalt have good ſucceſs, Foſh. 
1.8. No Merchant will undertake to make 
their deaſers proſperous; they muſt trade at 
great uncertainties, and runthe adventure as to 
the iſſue of all - Bleſſings come not out of earth- 
ly ſhops, but from a divine hand, let come what 
will in the way : Bleſſings will ſurely come at 
the end to thoſe that caſt out at Chriſt's bid- 
ing, and trade by his inftrution in Wiſdome's 
Merchandiſe, let men curſe; let devils vex, let 
North-winds blow, and blow down too their 
earthly comforts, yet God will bleſs them that 
fear him, every one, Pſal. 115. 13. He will bleſs 
them in life, and bleſs them in death; and is 
not this good trading, to be ſure of bleſſings in 
the way, and blefſedneſs at the end ? 1 Per. 1. 5. 
Fourthly, Another Condition in this Trade 1s, 
That God ſhall have all the glory, but they 
that trade with and for him ſhall have all the 
go0d that comes by it - This is the head Rent 
which the great Lord relerves to himſelf, and 
will not part with to another : /y glory will T 
not give to another, Tſa. 41. 11, This is his great 
V celign 
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22 The Peavenly Trade 
delign in all the works of his hands, and gifrs of 
| grace, that he may be glorified : The people ſhall 
be all righteous, the branch of my Planting, the work, 
of my hand, that I may be glorified. This is God's 
great end in beſtowing redemption mercies, to 
have all the glory to himſelf, who worketh all 
things after the counſel of his own will, that we 
ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory, Epheſ. 1. 12. 
Chriſtians, the Rent muſt be the Lords, the fruit 
ſhall be yours : Who ſo keepeth the fig-tree ſhall 
eat the fruit thereof. Prov, 27. 18. All the ſweet- 
neſs of the Vine is for thoſe that poſſeſs it, and 
the herbs of the carth for them by whom it is 
dreſſed, Fudg. 9. 13. Heb. 6. 7. The righteous 
ſhall eat the fruit of his doings, Iſa. 3. 10. The 
preſent comfortsof holineſs are not mean: Great 
ace bave they that love thy Law, and nothing 
ſhall offend them, Pſal. 119. 165. Her waies are 
wates of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are peace. 
Religion is the moſt pleaſant trade :. no delights 


like thoſe that are in God, and fetch'd from . 


him : God gives the world the bones and keeps 
the marrow for his labourers ; the godly feed 
on the wheat, the wicked have but the bran : 
fook whatever good, comfort, credit and hap- 
pineſs Religion can afford here, and to all eter- 
nity, is their part that trade upon it : Who planr- 
eth aVineyard, and eateth not the fruit thereof, 
1 Cor. 7.9. 

Reaſ. 4. Laſtly, The Heavenly Trade muſt 
needs be the beſt trade, becauſe it is the moſt 
profitable trade : This advantage that comes by 
godlineſs, makes it the beſt employmen: in the 

world, We ute to ſay, three things make =. 
| ers 
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ders rich, all which are found in the way of god- 
lineſs. . 


1 Great 
2 Sure \, Returns. 


3 Quick 


Now nothing turns to more account than a 
thorough purſuit of piety : whatever men think, 
Religion is the moſt thriving way, in regard 
of the ' 


Excellent \ 2 
Abundant.) Fruit ©.of i. 
Durable M 


Firſt, Great returns will ſoon make traders 
rich, when the time and labour they expend is 
abundantly compenſated , and the things they 
pu with, bring in far better : ſois it with this 

cavenly trade : there is no proportion in their 
adventures to their returns : «their duties are 
poor imperfe&t things : when they have done 
all, they are unprofitable ſervants, but their re- 
ward is great and glorious; their afflitions light 
and momentary, but the iſſue, a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory, 1 Gr.4. 18. 
It's great profit indeed, when lome weak works 
of faith, and labours of love, a little patience, 
obedience and duty fot a time, ſhall be reward- 
ed with eqernal reſt, pleaſure and glory : there 
is no equality between the race and price, this 
ftriving and crowning : What's a cup of coſd 
water, to a river of pleaſures? a Crown of 
D thorns, 
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thorns, to.a Crown of Glory? the worlds 


frowns, to divine ſmiles? conſcience-troubles, 


to the confolations of God? a few tears, feats, 
watchings,faintings,duties,atfliftions, to the joys 
of the Lord,into which they ſhall for ever cntcr ? 
It's a great bargain to part with baſe ihings, 
for exccllent ; beaſtly Iufts, for the beautics of 
holinels : an unclean, for a clan heart ; vile af- 
fetions ſor vertuous diſpoſitions ; filthy rags, 
for fair garments ;, a body of ceath, for a ſpirit 
of life. Tolet go the world for God, fellow- 
ſhip with devils, for communion with Chrift, 
to loſe guilt, and to gain r:ghtcoulnels, to 
elcape Hell, to obtain Heaven , this is great 
Sin. Tolwap away old things, for new: rot- 
ten things, for found : hypocrifie, for ſirce- 
rity : lies, for truth, is a good bargain. To ex- 
change empty things, for ſaticfying : things that 
arc nor for things that are: goods that periſh 
with the uſing, for things that wax not old : 
fading trifl-s for « ternal crealures: is a thriving 
trade indecd - and ſuch arc the incomes of this 
Heavenly Trade th y are incomparably great 
and exceilcnt, there's nothing mean, nolow 
Price goods, that Wildome's Merchants deal 
about , all their riches are plcaſant and pre- 
cious : By knowledze ſhall the chambers be filled 
with all precious and pleaſ.nt riches, precious 
faith, precious prom.fes, the precious blood of 
Chriſt, precious thoughts of God ate ſome of 
this precious ſubſtance heavenly Traders meet 
with in the way of holineſs. Beſjdes, this pur- 
ſuit of godlinels enters ſouls into an acquain- 
tance and converſe with God , anc helps them 
to 
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to keep an 'entercourſe' with Heaven and to 
maintain a life above and beyond the reach of 
all others; and is not this great advantage? 

Religion alſo -helps' men to bleſſed experien- 
ces of the love, power, greatnets and faithful- 
neſs of God; and this conſtant employmeint'a- 
bout heavenly things, makes the way pleaſant 
and deliehtful, and fills the foul with much con- 
tentment with its lot in the world, whatever the 
tryals, loſfes and fufferings may be that they 
are expofed to: Alto the driving this Heavenly 
Trade ſecures the good and comfort of all. their 
other intereſts; and ſweetens their portion, whe- 
ther more or lels, that 'Soyereign pleaſure allots 
chem in'the world, bringing all their concerns - 
under. divine care and promiſe for their good; 
comfort” and ſufficient ſupply in their paſſage 
home - 'AnJ are not ail theſe great returns 
enough 'to make the Heavenly Trade the great- 
eſt intereſt and advantage beyond all others in 
the world: | | 

Secondly,Sure returns make' Traders rich : 
Merchantsthat drive gainfull trades, covnt if one 
Adventure to two or three come ſafely home; 
they getwell - but all regular Adventures iri 
this Heavenly Trade are ſecured, Their labout 
ſhall not be im' vain in the' Lord, 1G. 15: 58. 
not one of their ſincereattempts in theway of 
God ſhall mifcarry: never a pious duty' loſt; 
all theit ſowings to the ſpirit ſhall ſurely ſpring 
up into a bleſſed harveſt, Gal. 6. 6. ' Though they 
ſow in teays,yet they ſhall reap in joy, Pſal: 126. 
5,6.Thoih- they go forth weeping, yet if they 
bear precious feed, they: ſhall doubtleſs come 
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again with rejoycing, bringing their ſheaves with 
> ; Gadis not unrighteous to forget their work 
and laboux of love ſhewn towards his Name, Heb. 


6- IG, God is ingaged in juſtice to ſee the Ad-- 


ventures of Believers ſafely returned into their 
harbour; ke bath promiſed it and cannot be 
unfaithful ; neither doth it conſiſt with his ho- 
nour, to put Believers on an unprofitable ſer- 
vice: he never ſaid to the houſe of Jacob, Seek 
ye me in wain, Iſa, 45+ 19. Ingenious men love 
to ſce_their ſervants thrive : Will Chriſt think 
you, let his labourers be loſers? their works 
ſhall ſurely follow them into their reſt, Rev. 
14+ 13. how cver they may be out of ſight in 
their paſſage towards it, ſeeing God's Word lies 
at ſtake for. it. = 
The blood of Chriſt ſtands engzped alſo for 
the ſafe returns of the Saints Adventures, that 
are accyrding to the will of God ; their religi- 
ous labours arc part of the travel of his foul, 
which he muſt ſee .ſecured, and they are the 
leaſure of the Loxd, which muſt profper in his 
hand, Z/a. 53. 10. 11;, He is become a Surety 
for them unto God, and a Surcty for the Father 
unto them : By ſo mach was Feſus made a Surety 
of a better teſtament, Heb.7. 22. The Covenant is 
called herea Teſtament, as relating to the Saints 


priviledges and intereſts, which by that Cove- . 


nant becomes due to them, and ſhall be ſurely 
made good to them upon the acceunt of Chriſt's 
Suretiſhip for it : He is the Surety of this Te- 
ſtament or Covenant, - 2nd every promile-of it - 
one of which is, That what they Sow to the 
Spirit, they ſhall rezp in glory - their —_— 
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ſhall not be in vain: and to make all the pro- 
miſes good, both the condition and blefling to 
the faexderates of this new-Covenant, hath the 
Lord Jeſus laid down his precious Blood, which 
cannot be loſt, Zeb.g. 15. but it would be caft 
away, could Believers religious duties. be in 
vain. 

Another thing that ſecures the Saints advan» 
tages by this heavenly Trade, is this; that their 
trading is the work and produt of his own 
Spirit ; their duties are his work : Thox haſt 
wrought all our works in 1, Iſa. 26. 22. It # 
God that worketh in youto will and to do, accor« 
ding to his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. Not that 
we are ſaſſcient of our ſelves to think any thing 
of our ſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God, 2 Col. 
3-5- They are his workynanſhip , created to good. 
works, Eph. 2. 10. by whole influence they are 
ated, andled by the ſpirit of. God, Row.S. 14. 
So that further than the ſpirit of the living 
creatures move; thcir wheels cannot move, nor 
doany thing graciouſly, further than their works 
are wrought of God, and by God, Foh. 3. 21. 
So that Believers labours in this heavenly Trade, 
are the works of the cternal Spirit z and ſhould 
their work be loſt, the Spirit of God would la- 
bour in vain, and his work caſt away z which 
cannot be, 1/a. 45. 18. 

Laftly, The Lord Jeſus is an adventurer with 
them, his Glory and Kingdom is concerned in 
this keavenly Trade: when his Will is done, 
his Kingdom is come, Mat.6. 10. and 1Theſ.4.3- 
Holineſs is his will, and a conformity to his 
Law, andhe is engag'd to the Father, for the 
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Saintsi.holinefs and happineſs, for their grace 
and glory. , As thou bait given him power over 
all firſbj that he ſhould gve eternall life to as ma- 
ny as thou haſt grvenbim , Fo. 17.2,12- The Fa- 
ther hath pur all believers into. the. hands of 
Chriſt ,- and intruſted him with. thcir graces and 
glory, both which are included in eternal life : 
wer:'3.: And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee, cc. .that'is, this is the way to life 
eternal. and the beginning of life eternal', even 
_ the. grace of Faith, and ſaving knowledge of 
God - .and this grace, as well as glory, 1s put 
into the hand of Chriſt for . Belcivers, to be 
kept -for them ; and they are alſo put into his 
hand, to be kept by him through it unto glory : 
and in purſuance of this truſt, the Lord Jeſus is 
engaged,. to keep his people: their graces, . and 
the reward of them, for . them, that -they be 
not loſt; . the - advantages of this heavenly 
Trade, are ſecured to Beleivers by the Lord 
Jeſus, his adventure:with them, his truth, faith- 
fulneſs;:and glory, 1s:concern'd in their ſafety : 
ſo that their returns are not only great, but ſure. 
. : Thirdly , Quick returns, if great, are greatly 
enriching-:. Hence. comes that Proverb, that 
light gain-makes a heavy 'puric, it brings great 
cuſtom, and that occaſions quick returns : Now, 
no Trade brings.quicker returns .than. the hea- 
venly Trade : . Behold I comequickly, and myre- 
ward, is with me, Rev.. 22. 12. The Lord Jelus 
not. only makes good, but quick Payment; as 
ſoon as the work is done, he promiteth to make 
good his word : Cll upon mt in the day of trou- 
ble, and I will deliver thee, Pſal. 50. 15. Nay, 
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the Lord Jelus ſometimes pays before: hand : 
- And it ſhall come to paſs, that before theycall, I 


— will anſwer ;, and whiles they are ſpeaking ,. I will | 


hear, If 65.24.Men many.times are forc'd to ſtay 
for their Money ,and ſometimes loſe it at laſt; but 
the Believers gain is not only {ure, but ſpeedy. 


Obj. Whats reaſon then, the people of God 
do complain of God's not hearine, and deferring 
an anſwer to their requeſts? And why are Be- 
lievers adviſed to patience, and long-ſuſfering 
afrer they have done the will of God. , if the 
return of their Fath and Duties were ſo quick? 
This is the experience, and complaint of the 
people of God in all ages, that God ſeems not to 
regard their Praicrs, and to delay his comming to 
help them.” | | 

- Sol, 1, Firſt, yet are the Saints returns quick, 
becauſe they are in due time, God never de- 
lays to perform his word, when the Beleiver 
hath need of it, in the need'ul time of. trou- 
ble, he will ſurely hear, My God ſhall ſupply all 

. your wants, Phil. 4.19. When once the Soul 
comes to ſtand in real want, then God will ſure- 
ly pay him , When the poor and needy ſeek warer, 
and there is none, ard their tongue faileth for 
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thirſt, Ithe Lord will hear them, Iſa. 4d. I7. 444 < 


Wen once they come to be needy, then God 
will with-hold no longer, but will help, this he 
hath promiſed, thcy ſhall not want any good 

thing. Pſal.34. 10. ys 
Secondly, If the Lord do not pay preſently, 
he will give uſe for it, they ſhall lole nothing” 
by forbearance, But when he comes, he will bring + 
| D 4 his 
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his reward with him, Iſa. 40. 10. Not only a re- 
ward of his work done by them, but a reward 
of their patient waiting for his promiſes alſo, 
their mercy ſhall be ſo. much the ſweeres, for 
their want of it, and waiting for it. O ! how 
welcome aro long-look'd-for mercies, when 
they come, then is every mercy double; God 
tried Fob long by {with-holding mercy, but ſee 
the end of Fob , God paid double for what he 
took, and with-held from him, Fob 42. 10. Re- 
turns are ſure always in the needful and ſeafona- 
ble time ; and if God delays, he will pay well 
4 I 
To which I might add this alſo; Many times 
Wiſdom's Merchants are the cauſe of theſe de- 
lays, by their unfaithfulneſs in their trade, or 
their unfitneſs for their returns : The diligent 
hand makes rich, Prov. 10. 4. Souls that are 
aQive and fairhful in the whole of Religion, 
ſhall have no cauſe to complain of God's lack 
payment. Fi 
_ So much by way of demonſtration of the 
int, That the Heavenly Trade is the beſt 
rade: no Merchandiſe like Wiſdom's Mer- 
chandife. 


Now, to come to ſome improvement of the Point. 
VSEL 


Firſt,If the heavenly Trade be the beſt Trade, 
then it's ſtrange that ſo few do ſet upon this 
Trade: perſons that are to enter upon ſome 
egurſe of life,and would fajn live in the World, 

| are 
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are willing to take the beſt Trade that is at- 
tainable by them, if they can but reachit, and 
have wherewithal to carry ic on; who would 
ſpend his tire and ſtrength in low, fordid and 
mechanick ſervices, which cannot maintain, or 
enrich him; if a brave, generous and wealth 

Calling did offer it elf, and might be compaſſeq'? 
and yet ſuch is the folly of moſt under the 
Goſpel, who are ready to chooſe any thing but 
Godlineſs, and to fall in with every propclal for 
their employment, rather than to engage abour 
the work of Salvation : Men are witc in their 
generation, and know in other things how to 
chooſe the beſt bargains, only in the things of 
their Souls are fooliſh, and can he content to 
purſue ſhadows, and let go the ſubſtance; to 
lay ont all their deſires, hopes and labours 


| about a life that periſheth, negleAling the vaſt 


concerns of another World, and the welfarc of 
their immortal Souls : Is not this folly ? Poor 
Sinners, let me reaſon a litile with you, if poſ- 
ſible to recover your loſt underſtanding : come, 
be your own jicges : Is it your intereſt (think 
you) to adventure your All, for things that 
cannot abide with you when obtained, nor ſa- 
tisfie you if they May ? things that can but 
bring you to your Grave, and accompany your 
bodics to the Houſe of Mourning, and there 
leave you : unleſs they ſhew you the way to 
Hell alſo. Is it not madneſsto adventure your 
Souls for a trade, plcaſures and treaſures of ſo 
ſhort coptinuance, and little advantage? things 
that you will ſhortly be as weary of, as now de- 
ſirous, and throw them to the Bats and m_ 
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-of the Earth, that you may go into the Rocks 
to hide you ſrom the fury of a Sin avenging 
" God? Will you ſpend all upon time, and lay 
up nothing for eternity ? Or , is it rational to 
think that you ſhould reap where you never 
ſowed, and poſſeſs the benefit of that Trade 
you never drove? Gal. 6. 7,8. Can you think 
to reach Heaven hereafter, and never walk one, 
foot in the way to it here ? Certainly, what 
men ſow, that they ſhall reap : Can you imagine 
the things of Heaven to be ſo cheap, as to be 
had without looking after ? Alas, things far in- 
ferior cannot be fo calily obtained ; it may 
coſt ſome of you many tuggings, much {wear, 
Fabour and expence to get but a little of this 
W/orld; and do you think to find this tried 
Gold without buying, and digging for it ? and 
is it a wife bargain (think you) to puchaſe 
your deijrable Comforts with the loſs of your 
Souls ? and that you may gain but a little of 
the World, to part with a polsibility of having 
Heaven ? What will it profit you to get the werld, 
{were you ſure ofcvery part of it) ad to loſe 
your Souls? Mut, 1%. 26, And wnat if you 
miſs of your hopes in this, and fall ſhort of 
Heaven too? never have wa: you look'd for 
en Earth, nor a place in Heaven neither ; will 
not your caſe be then dreadful? O ! fooliſh 
Souls! that may be happy, but will not ; that 
may get into ſuch a courle of life as would en- 
rich you here, and for ever; but reiule it, pre- 
ferring a poor beggarly life before a rich and 
noble ſtate ; chooſing rather to trade with De- 
yils than God: to ſiyap away your _— 
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ful time, for doleful eternity; your falvation- 
priſes, for {winiſh pleaſures. O fad exchange for! 
to be bewailed, but not remedied: What? ta 
barter away ſtrength for weakneſs ; deſires for 


" emptineſs, labours for: vanity , hope for dc- 


ſpair , precious fouls for periſhing ſhadows, 
an open door of grace for a fur door of plory; 
mercy for miſery , earth for hel]? O fools in 
grain! tolet go ſuch a bargam, as being had, 
wou'd for ever make you , and being loſt may 
never be regained, but in the room of it, an 
eternity to repent your time of folly, when 
tears and cries will be'too late, when mercy 
ſhall have no repentings for you, bowels them- 
{elves no roulings over you,nor cverlaſting arms 
any help for you, Mar. 25. 10. This is your 
danger (Sinners, this may be. your caſe, who 
refuſe wiſdom's counſels, chooſing death rathe 
than'life : you that would have none of Wil. 
dom's wares, nor work . but have rather va- 
lued the Devil's counters, beſorc Chriſt's Gold, 
and the pleaſures of fin, that are but for a ſea- 
fon, before the treaſures of grace and glory, 
that are eternal, walking ,after . the fleſh, and 
ſerving divers lufts, tin your trading time for 
Heayen be almoſt over. Alas, Sinners, therc 
may be, for any thing you know, but ſew Mer- 
chandiſing hours left for you in this World, it 
may be ſcarce a Sabbath mote between ſome of 
you, and hell: in what a caſe then are you like 
to be, who never ſect upon thisheavenly Trade 
to - this very day ? and ſhould you now go out 
ofthis World ſtrangers to this employment, in 


- what a doleful tate will your Souls be for ever? 


when 
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when you cometo pollels the eternal ſruit of 
your bad bargain, then could any lay their cars 
to Hell-gates,and liſten at your cries,they would 


hear ſuch language as this from your trembling 
lixs, Folly, Folly, Woe, Woe, Eteraity, Eternity. 


USE Il. 


Secondly, This calls to mourning over the 
great decaies of this Heavenly Trade, in the 
times and places wherein we live: Loſs of 
Trade is ealily reſented as an evil caſe, a matter 
of trouble. Men uſe to be affected with hard 
times, when a death lies on th:ir intereſt, and 
;-their earthly concerns are ata loſs ; and this is 
the caſe of moſt men this day; all places are 
full of complaints about their affairs in the 
world; there's a moth in mens labours and 
dealings, and it is caſily ſecn and felt; the heavy 
fooks, and heartlcis carriages of many, do plain- 
ly demonſtrate 8 fenſe of their temporal waſtes, 
and their mouths vent ſuch language : The times 
are hard, and the trade of the Nation gone : Put 
alas! where are the mourners of $:0x ? and who 
is afflicted at the decaics of godlinels, and death 
on this Heavenly Trade? Though there is no- 
thing more viſible and lamentable than the ial- 
ling back in Religion ; yet who laics it to heart ? 
_—_ is rightly affected with this important 
evill ? 

Now towards the cure of this inſenſiblenefs, 
and to awaken our hearts to a due apprehen- 
fiveneſs of our evil cafe, by reaſon of the de- 
caics of godlineſs ; I ſhal} 

1 Lay 


nm 
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1 Lay down ſome ſymptomes evidencing 5t to 
be our caſe, that there are real and great 
decaies of this Heavenly Trade in the 
time and places wherein we live. 

2 Shew why this ſhoxld be for a lamentation. 


Firſt, That this Heavenly Trade goes back and 
decaies, is {o evident, that he is a ſtranger in our 
Iſrael, and hath roo much of a ſpirit unconcern'd 
in theſe matters, who deth not plainly ſee Re- 
Iigion, and the power of Godlinels dying and 
languiſhing in moſt places and perſons. 

Now: the better to evince this ſadtruth,'l ſhall 
proceed in a plain and familiar method, keeping 
to the Metaphorin the Text,and the uſual ſymp- 
tomes of decay'd Trading, - 

Six things uſually ſhew the decaies of earthly 
Trading, all which are concluſive of the poiat 
in hand, and difcover bad times for piety, and 
great waſtes of Religion. 

Firſt, When the price of things is much fal'n, 
and the rates very low, and goods are worth 
little or nothing ; then men ſay, it's bad trading. 
So it is now in this Heavenly Trade; the rate 
and value of divine things is much abated ; Wiſ- 
dom's goods [cem little worth to many : There 
was a time when Heavenly Wares were highly 
prized : the Word of God was precious to ſouls, 
far better to Saints than thouſands of. gold and 

ſilver : they could have parted with all the 
world, to enjoy God in Ordinances: eſtaye,caſe, 
credit, were nothing to a place in God's houſe : 
and one view of his countenance was better 
than life : Oh how ſweet were the m_— 
is 
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bis mouth ? much ſweeter than the honey and 
honey-comb : Men could let their own ploughs 
and ill; to ſet their hands.to God's plough ; 
with ary, they could neglett any buſineſs to 
fit at Chrilts feet, Lake 10. 39. leave their ap- 
pointed food, and moſt plea fant delicacies, for 
one draught of SanAuary-waters ; yea but for 
one lip of divine {weetnels, they could break 
their reſt, leave all for Cnriit's company ; bear 
frowns, threatnings, loſſes, -- ſufferings, with 
wonderfull eaſe, for ſome feilowthip with God 
and his people ; they would not lofe a praying 
or hearing hour, whatever it coſt them; they 
would ſtick ar no hardſhips; p: ice ſhould never 
break between Chriſt and_them 5 ſubſcribe any 
terms; and count it a chrap bargain too, if at 
any rate they might obcain grace , and fome 
tpi:itual good to their fouls. Butalas! now the 
cale isalrered; few will bid much for the pre- 
cious things of Sen; eventiey that cou:'d have 
pluck<d out their eyes; and have given them to 
the Meſſengers of Chriſt, now thmi' it too dear 
to pluck their hands out o' their bolomes to 
opcn the door to. Chriſt himfelf : Nov foul- 
priviledges are worth little or nothing : Ser- 
mons, ſociety of Saints are tcarcecounted worth 
the parting with a little time, eaſe, buſineſs, or 
friend, to enjoy them. A. ſhop, a market, is 
better than the ſolemn meeting with moſt : fey 
can ſtep over a ſtraw, and forbear to gather a 
little tubble, though it be to get the unſearch- 
able treaſure of Chriſt : This 1s the {ad temper 
of moſt Profeſſours this day, they have foft 
their eſtimation. of Chriſt and ſpiritual gay 
they 
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18 the beſt Trade, 47 
they do not value (Jet men talk what they will) 

God, above the world; Chriſt, above reſt ;” one 
day in his Courts, above a thouſand elſewhere; 

his precious Word, above their appointed food : 
moſt think it more adviſeable to take ſeaſons 
for the world, than for Heaven; rather to baulk 
many Sermons, than looſe alittle profit and op- 

portunity, though but of very {mall advantage in 
the world: Mn are tu)l,and rich,and have goods 
enough; they think they know enough already 
have heard enough, praycd enough ; they 
feclno want of,nor fce worth in ſpiritual things ; 
and therefore offcr fo little for ſoul-advantages 
and this * beſpeaks n:anifeſtly the decay of this 
Heavenly Trade. 

Secondly , Fewnels of buyers argues bad 
trading. Among. men, when Chapmen are 
ſcarce, few take off any goods; wares lie on 
mens hands and will not off; then men ſay, 
Trade is fal'n : Thus it is in this Heavenly Trade, 
there are few buyers of Wiſdom's Wares: choice 
goods lie onſellers hands, and will not off : may 
not the Lord Jeſus complain as formerly Wit- 
dom did, Prov. 1. 24. I have called, and ye re- 
fuſed; I have ſtretched out my hands, and no 
man regarded ; you have ſet at nought all my coun- 
ſels, and would: have none of myreproof. And as 
the Servants of God in the parable, Mat. 11.17. 
We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; 
we have mourned, and ye bave not lamented .Mar- 
kets are full in many places; the Lord Jeſus 
hath much goods expoſed to ſale," and there are 
many Chapmen, but few buyers ; perfons come 
to Religious Aſſemblies and Sermons, as my 

- do 
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do to Fairs, to ſee, and be ſeen; to gaze on 
goods, but not to buy ;-few will take Chriſt's 
wares'on his own terms, and come up to the 
{elling-price ; God, grace and glory , arc too 
dear for many mens meney ; they like fome 
goods, but the price is too high: ſome could 
be content to have Chriſt; but to deny them-' 
delves, take up their Crols, leave all, and follow 
Chriſt; that they think is too dear, and break 
for price, Mt. 16.24. Heaven is deſircable at laſt, 
but che world at preſent:they could be content to 
take Heaven in revcriion, when the leale of their 
worldly intereſts is expired; and to receive 
their portion there, when all is gone here : but 
to trade above now, and tranſport their earthly 
.._ ercatures to Heaven, while they enjoy them on 
earth, that's roo hard for them; ſuch gvods, 
ſuch overtures will not off; perſons will not re- 
ccive the Word of God as the Word of God : 
they will not take threatnings to fear them, 
warnings to regard them, promiſes to believe 
them, precepts to obey them. . May-not moſt 
Miniſters complain, Who hath believed our re- 
port ? and to whom 15 the arm of the Lord reveal- 
ed ? Jſ2.53.1. Moſt like and commend ſer- 
mons, but few reccive and obey them it's la- 
mentable to conlider how little of a Sermon is 
carried away, remembred and: praftiſed - This 
is the fin of Profeſſours, and ſome that paſs for 
more than ordinary, and yet- are guilty of this 
carcleſs, forgetful and unprofitable hearing : per- 
ſons entertain truths, as they do their acquain- 
cance when they meet them on the way, ſhake 


bands and embrace them: be excecding glad to 
ſce 
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{ee them, and then bid them farewel ; thar's the 
reaſon the Lord Jelus carries back ſo much 
goods from Markets; his wares will not off, 
men buy not : And hence it is alſo that Chriſt 
turns back their dutics ; he will not receive the 
g00ds of ſuch neither, and this makes bad trad- 

ing for Heaven. | 
Thirdly, Want of employment is a ſign of 
bad trading: When Trade is good, every man's 
hand is full of work 3 but when men are out of 
employment, and have nothing to let their hand 
to, but ſtand idle in the Market-place, this 
ſhews a decay of Trade: And is it not ſo with 
Wiſdom's Labourcrs now ? Perſons profeſſins 
God, were once attive in Religion, but arc 
now grown ſlothful in ſpiritual buſineſs. Where 
are the works of faith, the labours of love, the 
fruits of the ſpirit among Chriſtians this day ? 
who is fervent in ſpirit ? Ephef. 6. 18. who ſtrives 
in prayer, watching thereunto with all perſeve- 
rance ? Foh. 6. 27. where are they that labour 
even unto wearinels for the bread that endures ? 
Heb. 12. 1. running even unto fainting in the 
race that is ſet before them ? Rev. 7. 15. Serv- 
ing God day and night in his Temple, and 
being diligent that they may be found of him 
in peace, 2 Per. 3. 14. What Pharoah charged 
on the Hebrews, when attempting liberty to 
ſerve God, may be with much more Juſtice rec- 
fleted on thole that profels to ferve God ;, and 
though they may, yet do not + Ye are [dle, ye 
are Iale . and hence it is mens hearts go a 
whoringafter the world, and the fleſh, with the 
luſts thereof ; it 1s þecautc they are ſlothful in 
| ſp:ritz 
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ſpirit; a death is upon their hearts , and this 
cauſeth the work of God to ceale, Nep. 4. 11. 
It is but little work moſt do for God this Cay ; 
how cold, dead, formal, flighty, arc many in du- 
ty, doing the work of God deceitfully, their 
own conſciences being Judges ? Fer. 48. 10. few 
labour with their hearts before they come to 
hear, in hearing, and after hearing, to get ſome 
{oul-good by it : Men are uſually pleated with 
a Land. though there be no oyl in it; cannot 
be contented without fome duty, but well 
pleaſed with bare duty: To be nothing in Re- 
ligion troubles them ; but to be ſomething, 
though never ſo little, ſatisfieth them : and if 
this be Popery to reſt in the work done, how 
many Papiſts have we amongſt us this day ? 
Certainly Profeſſors are generally aſlcep, or 
ſlumbering; they do their work fo badly and 
heartleſly, their work falls out of their hand, as 
things do from men aſleep; aQtive for the 
world, as if they could never do enough ; but 
ſoon tyr*d in the work of God; diſpatch but 
little of heavenly work from day to day, from 
one Sabbath to another; little heart-fearching, 
ſoul-watching work is done; little in-door em- 
ployment is carried on, the exercite of Faith, 
hope, humility, patience, zeal, ſelf-denial, ſcems 
a ſtranger to a great many, this day; not for 
want of occaſions or encouragements to work, 
(the Lord is ſtill calling upon his Labourers to 
make haſte) but for want of hearts to work, 
And this ſpiritual ſloth proves that the Heavenly 
Trade is much loſt. 


Fourthly, the poverty of Traders plainly 
ſhews 
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ſhews Trading is not good ; when a Trade doth 
not maintain the Trader, but he till goes back, 
and becomes poorer, then ſurely trading is not 
good : The diligent hand makes rich, Prov. 10.4. 
When trading 1s good, Traders uſually thrive, 
and live well upon it ; but when they waſte and 
become poor then trading decaics : Sois it 
with Heavenly Traders, when they drive a good 
Trade for Heaven they grow rich apace to- 
wards God, and in their own Souls : Wildom's 
warcs are foul-cnriching wares : My fruit i bet- 
ter than gold, yea than fine gold, and my revenue 
than choice ſilver, Prov. 8. xg, Men account 
thoſe to be rich who have much of gold and (il- 
ver ; but Wiſdom'sfruit is better than gold and 
therefore muſt needs be enriching : they that 
have this gold cannot be poor : Hence it is 
Chriſt counfels Zaodrcea to buy of him gold 
tryed in the fire, that ſhe might be rich, Rev. 
3- 1. But alas how poor in ſpirituals are perſons 
generally this day : Therefore 1 ſaid, Surely theſe 
are poor, they are fooliſh, for they know not the 
way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their God, 
Fer. 5. 4- Unacquaintednels with the way of 
God, when men walk wide from Religion, and 
loſe their trit and cloſe walking with God, 
they ſoon become poor and fooliſh : And this i9 
the cale of many every where ; they give a car- 
nal liberty to themſelves, and indulge a freedom 
to walk after the ſight of their own eyes, and 
not by rule ; and where this is, there is foul- 
poverty, which is too viſible in moſt this day. 
Chriſtians, do but oblerve your own hearts and 
others, and you will find this {piritual poverty 
«I abound- 
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abounding every where. Little thrivings ap- 
pear under the beſt of means, choiceſt Privie 
ledges do little more than keep up a name to 
live; they convey but little quickenings to the 
ſoul: A ſhew of Religion, and a meer skeleton 
of profeſſion;-is the common fruit of Ordinan- 
ces in molt places, whereas all the while decaies 
are on the vitals of Chriſtianity ; abatements in 
grace appeax every day, and a viſible alteration 
in the whole frame, and internal vigour of the 
foul, faith, love, humility, patience, ſelf-denyal, 
and every grace becomes weaker every day 
Former dayes are better then now, Eccleſ. 7. 10. 
Speak Chriſtian, are not matters worle with thy 
foul, than they were ? and abatements appear 
in every part. 

There was a time'when thy mind was beam'd 
over with Divine Light; the Candle of the 
Lord did ſhine in thy tabernacle: Thy eye was 
quick to diſcern good and evil; thou couldeſt 
once ſee an excellencey in the knowledge of 
Chriſt; O how choice were ſermons ! privt 
ledges were to thee the uncasking of Jewels, 
and the opening of hidden glory; thou did'ſt 
dwell in the Land of Viſions, and till ſome new 
diſcoveries of light and grace did meet thee in 
thy affeRionate attendance upon God. But 
now ir is not fo; thy Candle burns -,dimly, 
and thy. right eye is darkened ; now thowt ſceft 
but little beauty in grace, or defzjreablenels in 
truth : things under thy feet th* other day, that 
ſcem'd nothing compar*'d with Chriſt; now 
through the multiplying-glaſs of thy deceived 
mind, ſcem great and lovely. | 


Formerly 


— 


Formerly thy affe&tions were warm and live- 
ly after God, his word and ways: O / how 
precious were his appointed Feaſts and his Ta- 
bernacles amiable ? thou couldft delight in ap- 
proaching to God, and talk of a bleſſednef; in 
his preſence. O the pleaſure, ſweetneſs and joy 
thy heart did find in thy Cloſet, in ſpiritual Con- 
verſes, and Duties, and publick Ordinances ? 
thou couldſt weep over fin, and bedew thy 
prayers with tears, and find thy heart burn with- 
in thee while Chriſt vas ſpeaking, and melted 
under the warm beams of divine love. Bur, 
alas, now it is not 10; now thy affections are 
dead, thy hart as cold as a ſtone ; all the while 
thou art ſpeaking to God in Prayer, or God 
ſpeaking to thee in his Word, thou findeſt no 
more {avour in Ordinances, Duties, and Chrifti- 
an Converſes, than in_the white of an Egg, 
Fob. 6. 16. Thou findeſt not that delight in God 
as formerly, and the night of thy pleaſure is 
turned to fear unto. thee, 1/a. 21. 4. This is 
Soul-poverty, | 

Again, there was a time alſo, when thy Will, 
like the great Wheel inthe Clock, could move 
regularly afrer God ; thou couldft chooſe God 
for thy chiefeſt intereſt, and Chriſt for thy only 
treaſure; preferring an intereſt in him above 
ten thouſand Worlds : thou couldſt have voted 
for communion with God, before thy meat and 
drink; and one hours fellowſhip with, Chriſt, 
beyond all the delights on Earth : thou could(t 
choole the things that pleate God, and deny 
thy own pleaſure to give content to him: thou 
couldſt once ſtick to thy firſt choice, ang find 
| E 3 ihe 
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the purpoſe of thy heart cleaving to God, Ac. 
11.23. Thou couldſt once relolve , and keep 
thy reſolutions ; *twas ealter to take thy heart 
out of thy body, than to gain thy conſent to 
part with Chriſt, his preſence and ways. But 
now thy will is hardly drawn after pure and 
conſtant enjoyments of God in his ways: O! 
how difficult a thing is to perſwade thy will 
to let goall for Chriſt, to leave every thing to 
attend on God , to part with the world and ſelf 
to wait on God, to throw all over-board to 
take in Chriſt! How hard is it now, to conſent 
that Chriſt ſhall have all the command of thy 
Soul, and diſpoſe of thy deareſt intereſts / now 
thou findeſt it a work above thee, to keep thy 
heart in orderone hour, or to perform the pur- 
poles of thy Soul to God and Godlinels ; thou 
relolveſt, and changeſt eyery day ; thou voweſt, 
and breakeſt thy vows continually ; there is no 
ſted/aſtneſs in thy ſpirit - this alſo beſpeaks thy 
Soul-poverty. | 

There was a time alſo when thy Conſcience 
was . tender, thy heart could ſmite. the for 
the leaſt ſin; thy Conſcience could hold thee 
to the greateſt duty, and bind thee tothy good 
bchaviour : thou could'ſt not go againſt the 
light and checks of thy regulated Conſcience, 
were it to gain the whole World., But now 
"tis dead and quiet, it can bear the ſharpeſt 

rokes of the two-edged Sword, and not fecl 
it, or bleed; it makes little or no bones of {in 
againſt knowledge and mercy z {ins that were 
belore troubleſome, now go down eafily; it 
can digeſt thrcatnings and terrojrs with little 
: | ; trouble, 
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trouble, and ſleep while the arrows of the 
Lord's wrath flic about its cars; it can let go 
mercies without regarding, and traths to paſs. 
away without entertainment: this is Soul- 
poverty,, _ 

This thou can'ſt ſay too, there was formerly 
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an aRtivity ingthy Soul for God, and the ſpring} 


of thy heart was ſtrong, and it ſet every whee 
a going: thou couldſt run, and not be weary ; 
walk, and, not be faint : no religious duty was 
tireſome to thee 3 no commands of God were 
grievous, 1 70h.5. 3. no journeys feem'd long 
that led to God, ner Sermons tediousthat ſpake 
of God : thy ſpirit was all life, when in holy 
company, and work : did any ſay, Come, [ct us 
g0 up to the mountain of the houſe of the 
Lord, Zach. 8. 21. thou wouldſt ſay, I will 
go allo : If God did but ſay, Seek thou my face, 
Pſal. 27.8. thy heart would preſently anſwers 
thy face, Lord, will 1 ſeek. But now a dead- 
neſs ſeizeth upon thee, and ſlothtulneſs gathers 
in over thy whole Soul: thou art ſoon weary 
of well-doing, and canſt not hold out with God 
in conflits and difficulties, as heretofore: thou 
art not ſodiligent to prepare thy meat in Sum- 
mer, Prov. 36.25. nar to lay in proviſion for 
a Winter fpending-tcafon : thou turneſt on thy 
bed as a door on its inches, and takeft little 
pains with thy hart and convertation: thou 
loſeſt many an opportunity and advantave for 
thy Soul, through thy deadnels andinditpoiitt.on 
to good works: And. doth not this b-lfea's 
Soul-languiſhing, and poverty ! 
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There are decays and poverty in thy life al- 
| fo, as well as fpirit : how unprofitable is now 
thy converſation, to what it was? there was a 
time when thy bow did abide in ſtrength, thy 
lips did diſperſe knowledge, Prov. 15.7. thy ſteps 
did dropffatneſs : it was good to be in thy com- 
pany, few came from thee but nf better'd. 


But, alas / now, how dwindlinS is = light ? | 


how jejune and {aplefs is thy converſe ? thy 
company little lovely, chy communications lit- 

_ tleprofitable ; thy words eat as doth a Canker, 
it ſears as a hot Iron, and deadens thoſe that 
hear it ; thy breath freezes all that come near 
it, ſo unprofitable a burden 1s 

Mfr. Sedgwick's thy company. We turn all Re- 
yr nr ra *9 lsgion (faith one) into a diſcourſe, 
Church,” © > Ccenſureor diſpute : We can eat, 
and drickh, and talk, and ſin as 

Freely. This is a fad cale indeed, and beipeaks 
great decays of godlinels, when perſons be- 
come more poor, and impotent in their Souls. 
Fifrhly, Small adventures in Traders, to uſu- 
ally belpeak bad Trading: when times are hard, 
and Goods go not off, Sellers buy but littlc and 
| drive a Jefs Trade when improvements fail ; 
men are loath to adventure the principal, but 
preſently contra their Trade, and lefſen their 
dealings. So *tis in this ſpiritual Trade, when 
Souls begin to decay init, and Trading is bad, 
they fnarrow up -their Trade, and lay our lefs of 
their heart and ſtrength about it ; little of their 
Soul goes out after God, and things above, 
they cannoradyenture for God, as formerly; nor 
{parc time for prayer,hearing,reading,holy con- 
- : Mrxence, 
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ference, as once they could ; the ſtream of their 
affections beginsto run another way : now they 
are all for the world, telf, and vanity : buſineſs 
and intereſt cats up all their time: orat l-aft, 
they ſay to Chriſt, as David did to Mephibo- 
ſheth, ( Thou and Tibah divide the land : ) So, 
thou and the.world, thou and plcalures, thou 
and reputation divide my heart, time and 
ſtrength - this is too evident 5 God hath not fo 
much of mens hearts, deſires, love, delight 
faith, hope, zeal, as herctofore; *ris low waters 
all the year long with many : no heart to du- 
ty, as the Prophet complains : Whorcdom 214 
Wine rake away the heart, Hoſ, 4.11. $o luſt, 
floth, the world, andſelf, take away the heart: 
few breathings after God, when abſent : or de- 
light, when preſent: indiſpoſed to duty, cold, 
formal in duty : put off God with any thing : 
keep the beſt of the flock the prime of their 
ſtrength for themſelves and the world : and tiirn 
off the Lord with a corrupt thing, the reſidue 
of their waſted affetions and ſtrength, 11:/. 

I. 14. ; 
Sixthly, Breaking ſhews bad Trading, when 
men can hold it no longer, but are forc'd to 
give over : they go back, and waſte fo faſt, th1: 
at laſt: they ſhut up ſhop, and are gone. The 
times we live in are a manifeſt inſtance of this 
truth : men breaking ever and anon, now one, 
then another : declares plainly Tradins is bad. 
And thus *'tis with Witdom's Marchants this 
day: how many that have driven a brave trade 
of Profeſſion, made a great ſhew of Relicion, 
were famous in their generation for Parts, and 
Icem- 
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ſeeming Piety z but are now come to nothing, 
quite fallen and gone; great Apoſtalies from the 
truth, ſaid Shipwracks of Faith and Conſcience 
can theſe late times ſpeak of ! Men that ſeem'd 
like Stars, to give ablaze for a while, and then 
turn'd to falling Meteors at laſt : or, with the 
Sun, that riſeth in a ſplendor , and ſets ina 
cloud : The vifible apoſtacy, and groſs debau- 
chery of men profeſſing God in theſe latter 


times, is great; but the ſecret degeneracy and 


backſlidings of heart, are much more: many 
break, but more do warp. *Tis far eaſier to ob- 
ſcrve, than to be affected with mens great de- 
clenſions in Religion; ſome in principal, but 
moſt in praQtice; ſome with the fallen Angels 
have leſt their habitation, and fallen from their 
firſt ſtatez others faulter in their profeſſion, 
and are fallen in their tation : ſome with ſtor- 
iy winds are ſhaken down; others fully ripe, 
and gotten to the height of their profeſſion, 
looſen by degrees, and drop away - ſome fall 
from the trec, others root where they hang; 
to:ne trecs have loſt their fruit, others their 
very leaves, and are become twice dead : where 
can you caſt your eye, and not fee fallings away 
cither from Faith, or faithfulneſs ? Men take up 
ngtions, and as eaſily leave them ; moſt build 
upon the fand, little rootings in the truth : how 
caly is it to draw men from their opinions ? 
I:ttle ſtedfaſtnels in love : how ſoon doth the 
lJibours thereof ccaſe? a little trouble makes 
men iet g0 their profeſſion, others loſe their 
firi:ine's m Religion, and grow more remiſs 
and lame in duty, leaving their firſt loye, and 
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cloſe walks with Gods : And are not theſe ſuch 
manifeſt ſymptomes of decayiag godlinets, that 
he who runs may read, and fee that the Hea- 
venly Trade is almoſt come to nothing this 
day ? | | 

2 And thisis cauſe of mourning and to be 
greatly laid to heart ; who can lee thele things 
and not be affected : If there be any quick fle(h, 
how can it but bleed ? if any waters are leir, 
{urely our eyes ſhould run down tears, and we 
pour out waters in 1/pzb before. the Lord 
abundantly, for waſting, gaſping piety, thar is 


even giving up the ghoit : For,where this Hea- 


venly Tradedecaics, 

Firft; There is a growing ſtrangeneſs between 
God and ſuch fouls: While Trade is kept up 
among men, there is much acquaintance, con- 
verſe and intimacy between them there are 
ever and anon occaſions of writings, mectings 
and diſcourſes while trading holds; but when 


- once that is let down, then communion ceaſeth ; 


they have little buſineſs one fo another ; no 
more letters paſs, or viſits given; feldome fee 
one another, and fo at lat grow out of acquain- 
tance with each other : Andthus *tis between 
God and ſouls; when once this Heavenly Trac 
is let down, a ſtrangen-ls begins berween Goll 
and them, they are fcldomer in his company 3 
neither are there ſuch inquiries aiter God 3s be- 
fore : There is none that calleth tpoa thy Nome, 
that ftirreth up himſclf to take hold of thee , for 
tho haſt hid thy face from 1s, 46 baſe confuncd 
4 Lccauſe of our iniquities, Iſa. 64. 7. tiey wero 
range to God, they Cid) not cal vpon him as 


tacy 
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they nſe to do; and if they did, it was in ſuch 
a general, cold way, that it ſignified little ; they 
did not take hold of him : The werd ſignifieth, 
To (a) held with all thy ſtrength, as men do that 
are drowning that will not let go what they 
hold: it ſignifies alſo ( fares a Learned Critick ) 
not onely to hold a thing, but faſter and faſter to 
wax ſtrong in the holdingit : But alas / they did 
not ſo take hold of God, as ſuch who were like 
to periſh without him : They did not ſtir up 
themſelves : They did not waken and rouzeup 
(b) the:nfelves: (as the word imports) They 
were grown more remiſs in duty ; they did not 
trive with God for help as they did : And God 
was ſtrange totheinz he hid his face from them; 
he concealed himſelf, that he might not be ſeen, 
(as the word ſignifies )) he ſeems not to care for 
their company - This made the Prophet cry 
out, Why ſhouldeſt thou be as a ſtranger in the 
Land, and as a wayfaring man, who turneth aſide 
ro tarry but for a might f Fer. 14. 18. Seldome vi- 
firs, and thort ſtayes, ſhews ſtrangeneſs in them 
that that have becn intimate; and fo *tis between 
God and ſuch who neglect this Heavenly Trade; 
the Lord ſcidome vitlits them, nor hath ſuch 
warm converfes with them as before: And is 
not this cauſe of mourning, when ſuch a friend 
as God hath been to his people, and one on 
whom a!l their hope lies, andin whom all their 
he'p is, ſhall look range upon them, and take 
no notice of them ? This is enough to break an 
ingenuous heart, and one that knows what it is 


'&) 33M, Apprebendere revinzre, (b) INWND, Fyi- 
eilare vel excitare ſeipſoum eccultatipne videatur, 
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to enjoy God :' Neither is it onely the prefent 
want of God is their ſuffering; but by this 
means they are in danger of lolting him quite > 
The Lord is with you while you are with him, and 
if you ſeek him, he will be found of you ;, but if you 
for ſake him he will forſake you, 2 Chron. 15. 2. 
Hence the Prophet, when-he apprehended a 
Change in God's carriage towards 1ſrac!, the 
next thing he fears, is his departure from them) 
he no ſooner complains of God's ſtrangeneſs, but 
preſently praies, Leave 1 not, Fer. 14. 9. When 
once it came to a ſtraitning, and loathing be- 
tween God and his people, then terrible judg- 
ments follow; My ſoul loathed them and their 
foul abhorred me, Zach. 11.8, 9, *Tis in the 
Original, My foul was ſtraitened in them- God's 
heart was not towards them as formerly : he 
could not bear with them as formerly : And 
then, will not feed them, that that des, let it die, 
and that that is tobe cut off, let it be cut off ;, he 
matters not what becomes of them , Do bur 
think in what a caſe are ſuch a people : This 
ſhould be for a lamentation. 

Secondly, Soul-poverty and waſtings of their 
ſpiritual intereſts, do utually attend negle&t of 
this Heavenly Trading. When men come to 
ſpend upon the ſtock, and have no comings in, 
they muſt nceds waſte apace : So it is where 
trading for Hcaven is negleed ; ſuch have no 
recruits of their waſted graces, nor fupplies of 
their impoveriſhed fouls, when the fountain is 
ſhut up, and all communication of grace with- 
held; no entercourſe between God and them; 
he will not receive their gaods, nor impart his 
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treaſure, but all waics of relief are blocked up ; 
then they muſt needs waſte apace in ſpirituale, 
and become poorer every day. The way to be 
rich, is to have ſtore of Chriſt's tryed gold : 7 
counſel thee to buy of me gold tryed in the firethat 
thou maycſt be rich, Rev. 3. 18. Laoaicea was 
poor, becauſe ſhe wanted Chriſt's tryed gold, 
the real graces of his Spirit z and this ſhe loſt 
by letting down her Spiritual Trade; ſhe did 
not buy of Chriſt; ſhe did not come to, and 


dcal with Chriſt in his own waies, and upon his 


ov/n terms, and that made her poor: And ſo 
*tis with every Soul that neglects this Heavenly 
Trade ; he ſoon comes to know what ſoul-wants 
are : Oncelet down a life in godlineſs, and pre- 
 ſently. poor in graces, poor in experiences, poor 
in com:orts, poor in hopes, want ſtrength, and 
want peace, fare hard, lodge badly, caſt out 
from among men; as Fob deſcribes poor and 
mean perſons * Who cnt up mallows by the buſhes, 
and Funiper roots for their meat, Job. 30. 4, 5, 6. 
Very mean fare; little pleaſing or nouriſhing 
food; bitter and ſalt herbs : ſome 

17:rbas amaras take them for nettles, por food ; 
& ſalſas. Merc, and yct the uſual feeding in thoſe 
parts, of thoſe that were low in 

the world; neither was their lodging better : 
They aw in the Cliſts of the Valley, in caves of 
the Earth, and in the Rocks : Suitable allo was 
their repatation 5 They were driven from among 
men, they cricd after them, as after a thief. Such 
15 the condition of poor perlons full of traights, 
and meanly eſtcemed - and ſo *tis with ſuch as 
decay in their Heavenly Trade : they have lolt 
their 
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their ſweet morſels, and marrowy bits : their 
pleaſant fare, and ſoul-refreſhments they once 
had, and feed on dry bones, and ſaplels Ordi- 
nances : They are not maintain'd at that rate of 
comfort and experience they once had: They 
have hard lodging alſo : lofe that ſweet reſt and 
peace they ſometimes found in Chriſt, and in 
their ſincere walkings after him : FaPn in repu- 
tation too - neither God, nor good men think 
Jo well of them as once they did. This is the 
calc of ſuch as fall back in Religion : they too 
fall into ſuch poverty, and ſpiritual wants come 
upon them, as armed men : /z the frlneſs of ther 
ſufficiency they are in ſtraits, Prov. 24. 34. Fob 
20. 22. And this is cauſe of mourning : wants 
and poverty do fill men with trouble, perplexi- 
ty and grief : Oh the diſtrations and diſtrelſing 
thoughts that ſtraits commonly beget / and no 
ſtraits like to ſoul-ſtraits : Chriſtians, you your 
{elves being Judges. 

Thirdly, Negle& of Trading for Heaven will 
blaſt all other Trading, and breed a moth to 
conſume even you temporal ſubſtance : When 
Iſrael began to let down their Heavenly Trade 
and to mind their own concerns and houles 
above God's, preſently God blaſts their tempo- 
ral intereſts: he makes holes in their money- 
bags, and blows upon their encreaſe: All their 
tuggings in the world (withi.egle& of God and 
his Worſhip ). came to nothing: they fowed 
much, and it brought in little? looked for 
much, and it came to little : wrought hard, carn- 
cd great wages, laid up money, but vit {ell out 
again, through ſome lecrer hole in their bags, 
whic 


— — 
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which divine j:alouſie opened, conſuming their 
{ubſtance, to ler them know that men may 
make more haſte than good ſpeed; and they ithat 
reckon without God, muſt reckon twice. And 
may not this be one thing that cuts this Nation 
ſhort in their outward intereſt this day, becauſe 
they have forſaken God, neglected his ſervice, 
loſt the power of godlinefſs ? certainly though 
outward proſperity be no token of Gods? fa- 
vour, nor any Goſpel-promiſe to his people;yet 
when the Lord does fight againſt people by 
{ucceſſive rebukes, and ſent in a ſecret mildew, 
waſtins and conſumption on their intereſts, and 
this becomes general and national, it ſhews dif- 
pleaſure in God, and ſhould be laid to heart; 
the want of which is let forth as an additional 
aggravation to ſuch a peoples fin: Who gave 
Facob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers? did 
rot he againſh whom we have ſinned ? for they 
would not walk in his waies, neuther were they 
obedient unto his Laws : Therefore he poured upon 
him the'fury of his anger, and the ſtrengthof bartel, 
aud hath ſet him on fire round about, yet he knew 
not, and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart, 
Iſa. 42. 24.25. It was the not walking in the 
way of God, neple& of obedience and practical 
holineſs, a letting down the heavenly Trade 
that brought thoſe ruining judgments on 1/rael 
lofſes on their intereſts, ver/. 21. They were 
robded and ſpoiled, firing their houſes, verſ. 25. 
It hath ſet him on fire round, ut burned him. Now 
in this miſerable caſe there was yet a greater 
judgement on them, a ſtrange ſtupeſation and 
infenliblenels of ſpirit, they did not ſee God's 

anger 
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anger in it, yet, Yet he knew it not (viZ.) Whence 
it came, and who did all this; they looked to 
Chaldearis, and enemies, but *twas God didit ; 
and yet they laid it notto heart; they were not 
rightly affeted with all theſe deſolations, and 
their near approach to ruine : And is not this 
our caſe? God hath- warned us by his Word 
this many years, threatned us by prodigious 
ſigns in Heaven and Earth, begun to execute 
themalready, by Plague,Sword and Fire,dread- 
ful waſtes in the great City, and many other 
places, to the undoing of many families, made a 
breach upon the Trade of the Nation, to the im- 
poveriſhing of the whole Land ; and yet weare 
as inſenſible as Pharaoh and the Egyptians were, 
as if the Lord had ſent the ſpirit of ſlumber upon 
us ; impoveriſhed, yet fecl it not : This ſhould 
be for a lamentation. 

Fourthly, The decay of this Heavenly Trade, 
if not cured, is the ready and certain way to 
Tuine:: The deſtrnition of the poor 1s poverty, Prov. 
to. 15. Mens poverty fills them with conſter- 
nation and dejcRing fears, and does alſo expoſe 
them to _ evils, and take down their exter- 
nal defence from injuries, being made a prey to 
their oppreflors. The rich man's wealth i his 
ſtrong City, Prov. 18. 11. Rich men prote& 
themſelves from injuries : their riches are Ad- 
vocates for them to mien: but poor men lye 
open to all invaſions; when men grow poor 
every man treads upon them: So is it when the 
Heavenly Trade decays,and ſoul-poverty ſprings 
out of its ruine , then deſtruction makes haſt 
to ſuch places and- perſons : For this the Lord 
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Jeſus. threatens to take the Kingdom from a 
people, becaule they bring not forth the fruit of 
it, Math. 24-43. they did not render to God 
the fruit of all his dreſſings and waitings on 
them : Barrennels and decays in Religion un- 
. cured, area certain forerunner of Deſolation, 
Luke. 13. 7. 9. 

Before the Lord brought in that cruel Na- 
tion, the Yandals on Africa ; the Chriſtians in 
Spain were much degenerated from their for- 
mer purity(as Salviar complains)and the power 
of podlineſs was much decayed ; he tells us, 
they had nothing left but the name of Chriſtia- 
nity, to which their converſation'was moſt un- 
like. (4) What 3s it (faith he) ro pleaſe our ſelves 
with the name of Chriſtian, when the very name 
des ng our guilt, in that we are ſo unlike to 
it * Before the Maſſacre at Paris (faith Mr. Clark 
in his Martyrol.”) fch 4 general ſtupidity ſeized 
upon the Proteſtants, that their minds were very 
wavering, and few there were that ſhewed them- 
ſelves zealouſly bent to Religion , but all, both great 
and ſmall, were intent upon worldly matters, build- 
ing to themſelves goodly Caſtles in the air. It was 
obſerved by ſome, that before the change of 
Religion and Martyrdom in Queen Mary's daies, 
there was great unprofitableneſs under the 
Means of Grace. What the iſſues of theſe great 
decaies in Religion may be amongſt us, we know 
not; but ſuch tymptomes have ulually foregone 
(4) &rid eſt 'In quo nobts d2 Chriſtiano nomi ne blandig- 
muy ? Cum tique boc ipſo mdgis per nomen ſacratiſſhnum 
rei ſeamus qui @ fantto nomine diſcrepamus. Salvi” de Gu- 


bern. lit..2. pag, 95. 


great 


mentation? Phyſitians uſe to cure a Lethargy 
by a Fever ; the one hath been our difeaſe,-O 
that the other, if no meanselfe will do, may be 
Our CUre. | | | þ 

Fiſthly, At the beſt decaies in this Heavenly 
Trade will render the Traders account heavy in 
the day of Chriſt. Into what ſtraits did: the 
ſenſe of an abuſed truſt put the .Prodigal. Ste- 
ward, Luke. 16. 13 ? He had been unfaithful in 
his place, waſted his Maſters goods, and. now 
was in danger of being rurned out ; arecKoning 
was call'd for, and he unable to render it; and. 
in perplexing thoughts how to give in his at- 
counts, and to ſecure: his future welfare : And 
this will be the caſe of ſuchas_ are negligent and 
unfaithful in their Heavenly Trade; it Will ex- 
poſe them to fſoul-trouble one day, how to 
an{wer'it before God : Firſt or laſt God will call 
for an account how his goods have been im- 
proved : He hath given you a ſtock to trade up- 
on for him : Light, Grace, Parts, Capacities, 
Goſpel-priviledges and Opportunities, Liberty, 
Peace, Experiences, with many mercics and af- 
flitions, which are all your Lord's goods, and 
muſt be accounted for; upon the paſſing of 
which depends your eternal. ſtate, or much” of 
your ſouls peace : The Lord Jefus hath a Couble 
audit, or accounting with his ſervants : In this 
life in the Court of Conſcience; and in the Judg- 
ment-Day at the bar of God : In the firit. your 
preſent peace and foul-comfort is much con- 


cerned, and your eternal welfare in the laſt : 
F 2 Alas ! 
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Alas! how will you anſwer conſcience now 
when that book is opened, and the Lord Jeſus 
brings in his bill of ſo'mary mercies expended, 
with kill and-capacity to improve them; and 
ſuch a charge of debt iſſuing thence : So much 
due for '\uch goods, and for other wares; for 
Sermons, Sacraments,Graces, Comforts,Frames, 
Prayer Returns, Gracious Providences. and Pro- 
tetions; ſo many perlonal-mercies, -ſo many 
family mercies, fo many bodily mercies, ſo ma- 
ny 1oul mercies, fo many Church mercies, ſo 
many National mercies, ſick-bed mercies, health 
mercies, journey mercies, habitation mercies, 
caring mercies, ſparing mercies, giving mercies, 
forgiving mercies, ſeen mercies, unſeen mercies; 
and little or no' return yet made for all theſe : 
How can the confcience ſtand up under - ſuch a 
charge, or lift up his face without ſpot when it 
ſees its” guilt in all, and cannot anſwer one of a 
thouſand ? How ſhall man be juſt with God, if he 
contend with him? How ſhall he anſwer him one 
of a thouſand? And if you cannot carry it in the 
Court of Conſcience here, where God reckons 
by a Proxy ; and it may be Coth give but a gene- 
ral charge, what will you do at the bar of God, 
where the Lord will judge righteous judgment, 

and determine your eternal ſtate, as you are ap- 
proved or diſapproved in that day ? What think 
you fouls, will not ſo much negle& of duty ? 
ſuch decaies of grace ? fo frequent breach of 
Covenants ? ſo great unfaithfulneſs in your 
places and relations ? ſo many daies and weeks, 
and not a ſtroke of work for God? ſo much bad 
work, fo much waſte of goods ; will not m_ 
| : bw ook 
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look wiſtly upon you, and without repentance 
and ſealed acquittance, render your caſe dan- 
gerous at the judgment ſeat? And if fo is it 
not matter of lamentation? Olay this to heart ! 


USE IL 


Thirdly, If the Heavenly Trade be the' beſt 
Trade; then this reproves mens too greedy and 
inordinate purſuit of their earthly Trades and 
Intereſts, to the great prejudice and kinderance 
of this Heavenly Trade : And oh that 1 could 
here dip my Penin tears, as well as gall; and not 
onely write againſt, but weep over this carthly _ 
ſpiritedneſs, the'greax, the coramon, the urcut'd 
diſeaſe of men; 'almoſt of all men, of good men, 
this day'/- With that earneſtneſs, ſtrength of af- 
fetion, and indefatigable labours, do men pur- 
ſue after the things of this world, as if all their 
pleaſure, happineſs, yea lite andeternal welfare 
lay wrapt'up intheſe things: 'Feh# did not more 
furiouſly drive after a Crown, then men do this 
day after crumbs. There was a time to ſome 
when godlineſs was counted gain; but now gain 
is valued beyond gellineſs. Trade is the great 
Diana to which moſ\ men ſacrifice; Profir the 
wheel within the wheel, which ſets all agoing : 
The faltthat ſeaſons all things ; nothing ſavours 
well that hathnot thisin it. Advantage in the 
world, is like the blood in mens veins ; the ſoul 
in the body; that quickens their deſires, puts 
lite into their dead hopes z makes the blind to 
ſee, the lame toleap and run, the deaf to hear, 
the lips of them that are aſlecp to ſpeak. Gain 
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15the whetſtone to mens wits, the Toadftone to 
their affections, the/ſpur to their ations - this 
is the objeF of mens quickeſt ſenſes, - the cen- 
ter of their liveliet'motions. O ! the projeas, 
cares; tuggings, tweats, rowings, Tidings, reſt- 
lels labours, that are engag'd about this enquiry : 
Vo will ſhew 114 any goed. 


Queſt. ' But how may .we know when men do in- 
or Ainetely pur ſnetheir earthly buſineſs and con- 


i.-gerns 2 | 


+ Azfw. 1. Firſt, When they ingrols too.much 
of their time - this, .was 1/rael's: fin, laying, 
Whey will the New-oon be gone, that we may ſell 
Corn ?, and. the Sabbath, that, we: may ſet forth 
Wheat ? Amos. 8, 5. They. were pot contented 
with their own time, but they muſt engrench 
on.Gad's time alla, they thought the time long 
till they. were at their worldly work, and ho- 
ped to get advantage from God's inſtitutions, 
tor their carihly intereſts; and thatthe Jubilee- 
Sabbath, when .men muſt ceaſe from tillage, 
».ould help to heighten the price, of things, and - 
{oturther their. advantage : therefore the Lord 
reproves them for their ugdue diligence about 
the World .: (a) {4 15, 4n vain for you to riſe up 
i4rly, and ro fit wp latete eat the bread of ſor- 
rows ; for ſo he giveth his beloved ſleep, Pſal. 127. 
Here (1aith Piſcator )be doth, by this ſudden Apo- 
ſtrophe, inveigh againſt thoſe covetous Tradeſmen 
rd Merchants, telling them ;, (b)*Tis in variifor 
i.4)' Fruſira ios mane 0b. vile Iucellum expergiſci 
opus, KC. (b) Artificls qui diluculo. gd labores evigil ant. 
Rab. Solo. ES 

them 
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them to riſe up ſo early to their work,and ſit up 
ſo late in their ſhops, for ſuch poor and contemp. 
tible gain : So Rabbi Solomon renders it for Ar- 
 rificers, who riſe early to their labours. Exceſſive 
purſuits of the World in point of time are here 
reprov'd as vain afd finful, while hereby they 
deprive themſelves of time for God and their 
Souls. | 
Secondly, when they lay out their Hearts on 
the World ; If riches encreaſe; ſet not your hearts 
on them,Pſal, 62. 10. The danger of adilcalc lics 
inits ſeifurc on the heart : Earthly things, un- 
der the hand are a duty ; but in the heart, a 
diſcafe, The heart is Chriſt's Royal Forr, to 
which the Devil, the World and Fleſh lay fiege; 
and ifthat betaken, all is gone: Earthly things 
are briars and thorns, ang therefore dangerous 
F4 come near the heart : the leaſt prick at the 
heart is mortal; the heart is Chriſt's nuptial- 
bed, into which Chriſt retires; the; World 
is the Saint's ſervant; now to admit a fer- 
vant into the Lord's bed, is adulterous : the 
heart is God's Seat, Pavilion and Throne, into 
which none muſt come but himſelf; like the 
gates of the SanRuary, into which none muſt - 
enter but God himſelf: This gate ſhall be ſhut, 
it ſhall not be opened, and no man ſhall enter inta 
it ; becauſe the Lord, the God of [{rael hath cn- 
red into ut; therefore it ſhall be ſhut, Exch, 4.4. 2. 
Such is the heart of Believers, to be kept for 
God only ; to take in creatures into God s 
room, is intolerable boldneſs ; ta let out thy 
heart to the World, Trade, Intereſt, Creatures, 
is to invert the order of nature, as well as 
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grace, Increation, God ſets man uppermoſt, 
and puts all things pnder his feet : :hou madeſt 
him to have dominjon over the works of thine 
hands, thou haſt put all things under his feet, 
Pſal. 8. 6. Now, to place thofe things over thy 
Feart, which God hath fet under thy feet, is to 
turn the World upſide down, and to overturn 
the whole courle of nature. This is the great 
ſin of this day, mens letting out their hearts on 
the things of this World : were perſons bur ſc, 
fious, and willing to be fearch'd, and ta know 
their own ſtate, many that think well of them- 
ſelves, might find, that notwithſtanding all their 
ſhews, and ſeeming hopes, they are in a woful 
and dangerous caſe, in that their hearts are not 
right with God, but are ſet on other things, of 
earthly things more than on God. | 


Six things diſcover this, that the heart is ſet 
roo much upon this World. 
> 

Firſt, When the deſires are jnordinately les 
out aſter it: this is one {ſymptom the Prophet 
gives of an unlound, covetous heart z ſuch a 
one hath greedy, unſatisfied deſires after the 
World ; Who enlargeth his deſire as Hell, and ss 
as Death, and cannet be ſatisfied, Hab. 2. 5. In 
the former verſe he tells us, a carnal unbe- 
Jieving heart, is a ratten unſound heart : His 
foul which ts lifted up, 1s not upright in him + bat 
the juſt ſhall live by Faith. A carnal heart is all 
for himlelf, and his own carnal intereſt, and not 
for God ; he lives by ſight, and not by Faith; 
and this was an evidence of jt, -all his deſires 
: wcre 
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were for carnal things. Defircs are the breath- 
ings and outgoings ot the heart, and as the heart 
is, ſuch are they ; where the deſires are carthly, 
the heart is earthly ;, f.cha one is never fatis- 
fied with any portion of carthly things: as a 
pon in a Fever jz]«lways thirſty {o is an earthly 
eart, always coveting more and more : They 
joyn houſe to houſe, and lay field to field, till there 
be ao place. Iſa. 5.8. As long as there is any 
place left, they covet it: A Field, a Houle, a 
Living, is but a morſel that ſtays a hungry ſto- 
mach for the preſent, as ſoon as that is Cigeſted 
they long for more: this is a certain ſign that 
heart is on the World, whole deſires have ne- 
ver enough of it :. and alas! where's the per- 
ſon that will ſay with 7aceb, 1 have enough * 
Where the heart is {et on God and things above, 
alittle of the World will content that Sou\; 
food and raymecnt, with godlinels, is enough 3 
bur it is never. ſatkficd with its meaſure ot © 
Grace, and enjoyment of God; the more it en- 
joys of God, the more it longs for further fel- 
lowſhi pwith him; one Cuty doth but edge the 
ftomach for another: the more he hath, the 
more he: defires of God and ſpiritual things , 
and ſo *'tis_ with a heart that is alrogether 
carthly, the deſires are carthly alſo, never fatil- 
fied with what he hath, but till longing for 

more. 57) 
Secondly, A worldlv heart hath worldly 
thoughts ; there the mind is wholiy taken up 
about earthly things; thoughts are to the heart 
as the beams are to the Sun, the ſtreams to the 
Fountain, which are Eomogencous, of the lame 
nature, 
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nature with them; our Lord Jeſus tells us, that 
*ris out of the heart that evil thoughts proceed, 
Mark, 7. 21. They come immediately from the 
heart, (ſays Mr, Fenner, nothing comes between 
the heart and them; other ſins (lays he) come 
from the heart, but it 18 at the ſecond, third and 
fourth hand ;, but thoughts come immediately from 
it : And nothing doth more diſcover the heart, 
than the uſual, habitual, delightful thoughts of 
a man do: They are the unocal afts of the 
heart, which ſhew what the heart 1, as ſhining 
does the lieht;, Mr. Fenner of the milery of 
carthly thoughts. Where are thy thoughts 
moſtly ? thy pleaſing and delightful thoughts ? 
there is thy Heart : They that are after the 
fleſh, do mind the things of the fleſh, Rom, 8. 5. 
As foon as they awake, thoughts of their bu- 
ſinefs ( as friends ) come to' vilit them ; they 
drive out other thoughts of God and heavenly 
things, they vaniſh and diſappear at the pre- 
lence of earthly thoughts, is Clouds do at the 
riſing-Sun; as when a Maſter comes in to take 
his ſeat, Servants riſe up, and go their way : no 


ſooner doth thoughts of God come in, but. 


carthly thoughts drive them away, as the Shep- 
herds did Fethro's gr, and there is na 
Moſes to ſtand vp and helpthem,Exed.2.16, 17. 
An earthly man from morning to night his 
thoughts arc upon the World, as the Dog fol- 
low his Maſter all the day long: In company, 
alone, at home, abroad, in journeys, in duties 3 
his thoughts are uſually abont his Trade; In- 
tcreſt, Houſe, Field, work and the like; it may 
be ſometimes good thoughts may be caſt inte. 

tne 
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"the mind, and theſe make amends for all other 


thoughts, feeding the deceived heart with con- 
ceits that all is well,. becauſe good thoughts 
come in now and then; whereas the main bent 
of their thoughts have been about earthly 
things : theſe thoughts grow out of the heart, 
they are in-dwellers; but good thoughts are 
only .gueſts and ſtrangers that don't ſtay long 
they give a viſit, and then are gone, and muſt 
give way to carthly thoughts again, which are 
home-born, houſhould-ſervants and inhabitants: 
thy thoughts of God are but occaſional, now 
and then extraordinary, when ſome {pecial 
mercy or afflition is upon thee, but thy 


4 


earthly thoughts are fixed, ſtated and continued: | 


thy good thoughts are like rain-water, that 
fall upon thee, or as pump-water that muſt be 
drawn out; bur thy carnal thoughts are as weil- 
water, that runs freely, and fprings up from 


within thee: thy good thoughts are but thy 


recreation, when thy mind is tired with other 
things; but thy carthly thoughts are thy work 
and employment : when men have done. their 
work, they ſometimes walk abroad: ſuch are 
they ſeldom thought of God and divine things, 
when thou haſt drug'd away the ſtrength of 
thy mind on the World, and thy own thins+, 
then, to quiet conſcience, and recreate thv 


mind, thou giveſt thy thoughts leave to wz1t 


abroad, and pive a viſit to better things: t'.y 
heavenly thoughts are gentle, caſy, weak and 
fickly, and carry out little of the trengeh and 
vigour of thy heart with chem: but thy 
though's of the World are ftrong and lively, 
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the firſt-born and ſtrength of thy heart ; they 
are ſpending thoughts, working, plotting, cark- 
ing, ſtudying thoughts : Ah ſouls ! deceive not 
your felves with tancies of your good cſtate, 
from ſome fits and good moods in you ( which 
hypocrites may have ) and all the while the 
trength and bent of your hearts, the conſtant, 
lively, prevailing thoughts of your fouls are 
carnal, ſelfiſh and earthly. 


Thirdly, Perſons reſtleſs labours after the - 


world, plainly ſhew their hearts are upon it : 


Where the heart is ſet upon a thing, the perſon is 


reſtleſs till he hath it ; he leaves no ſtone un- 


. turned ; ſets wit, hands, friends, and all on work 


to get it. V\ hen Shechem's heart was ſet on 
Dinah, Facob's daughter, he ſticks at no propo- 


- fals ſo he might but obtain her : Let me find 
grace in your eyes,' and what ye ſhall ſay to me, [ 


_— the Land ſhall be before you, dwell and 
rrade therein, and get you poſſeſſion therein, Gen. 
34-10, 1t. No terms were counted too hard; 
take up profeſſion,undergo paintul duties,puniſh- 
ing, circumciſion ; part with any thing ſo he 
might but have the deſire of his heart. What 
hardſhips did Faceb undergo for his bclyved 
Rachel? twice ſeven years ſervice, coiſumed 
with drought in the day, and froſt in the night, 
and hisfleep departed from his eyes : Thus have 
I been twenty years in thy houſe, I ſerved thee 
fourteen years for thy two daughters, and ſtx years 
for thy cattel, and thou haſt changed my \wages 
ren times, Gen, 31+ 40, 41. And yet all this he 
ceuld bcar to enjoy the objeQ of his love. 


Sy 
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So *tis with earthly minded men :- all their 
capacities are engaged about earthly things : 
their chiefeft ſtrength is laid out about their 
Trades, callings and buſineſs in the world, ſel- 
dom minding {oul-concerns, little imployed in 
religious duties : now and then hear, read, pray, 
as may ſtand with intereſt: cold, ſleighty, for- 
mal, ſleepy in duty : bur all life when about the 
world : ready to complain prayer is too long, 
preaching tedious: too much time ſpent in du- 
ty : what need this waſte ? Marth. 26. 8. All 
ſeems loſt to fleſh and blood which is ſpent on 
Chrift and his ſervice, {[Mr. Tr7ap. 7 But all too 
little for the world.: weary themfelves for every 
vanity : ftick at nothing that will help them to 
their deſired intereſts: undergo any hardſhips : 
turn the back on any duties: adventure health, 
reputation, the diſpleaſure of God,with all their 
ſpiritual mercies; yea and the eternal welfare 
of their ſouls alſo, rather than loſe an advantage 
in the world : This is the Spirit of too many this 
day : Men that ſeem to be ſomewhat, bid fair 
for ſalvation, with the young man in the Goſpel : 
like the terms well: come up to every thing 
but this : cannot part with the world for 
Chrift ; come up to every thing, onely with 
Naaman, muſt be pardoned in Ps, that they 
have a Rimmon to bow to, 2 Kings 5. 18. In 
every thing elſe they will conſent to follow 
Chriſt, but in this they muſt be ſpared : when 
their farms, their merchandiſe and profit calls 
for them, then the concerns of Chrift and their 
{ſouls muſt Rand by ; and affeftions like a flood 
run over all that lies in their way 3 take no no- 

tice 


eLTE 
Y . 


ur Een 


78 The YDeavenly Trade 

tice what Scripture or Conſcience ſay : deaf to 
all argumerts that thwart intereſt : This is the 
caſe of a worldly heart : his chiefeſt ſtrength is 
laid out about earthly things : theſe muſt be fol- 
lowed and ſought after, whatever becomes of 
the ſoul and ſpiritual things. Whar is that fo 
great hope ( faith Seneca ) what ſo great necel- 
fity, that ſtoops man who was made upright, to 
contemplate Heaven, and buries and drowns 
him in the deeps of the Earth, to get out that 
gold whichis not got with leſs danger than *tis 
kept, Sez ? A little ſtrength for duty will ſerve 
| the turn: but a great deal of time, care and la- 
bour muſt the world have : Surely the world 
rules that heart that comes and goes at its 
bidding, and can leave all to follew it (c) at the 
_— of intereſt. You will judge him an- 
other man's ſervant, who, whatever he is doing, 
will leave it all when his Maſter calls him, and 
follow him. Let men think what they will, 
God hath no part for the preſent in that ſoul 
that cando more to enjoy the world, then God : 
and counts any thing more neceflary than to 
converle with, obey and ſerve him. 

Fourthly, The delight and pleaſure men take 
in carthly things, declare that their hearts are 
tet out upon them : Where the heart is there 

| will the delights. be, (4) Love is 
4} Cordis. vit2 the very life of the ſoul, Alſted. 
TOYS T hcol. natur. p. 613. When Forna- 


tt Aa AGO" AAA ons _ 
CT 


(c) Que ranma ſpes fuit que tant nece ſſtas bominen 
ai fi1 raerecum incurozuit, © defodis, & in fundum tel- 
fnris intime merſft ut erveret aurum 79% M1 70re periculo 


q'rarcndlum quam foſfedentum, Sen. ; 
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thar's heart 'was knit with the heart of David, 
1 Sam, 18. 1.as an evidence of it : Chap. 19. 2, 
Fonathan Saul's Son delighted much in David : 
(e) Delight is the reſt of deſire, in the fruition 
of that good the heart is ſet upon, with ſatis- 

fies the deſire ;, [Reynolds of the Paſſions, Cap. 19. 
Pag. 197. ] One calls it, the Sabbath of our 
—_ and that ſicet tranquillity of mind 
which we receive from the prelence and frui- 
tion of that good whereunto our deſires have 
carried us: If then mens delights in the world 
exceed their pleaſure in God, *tis a ſign the 
world is their chiefeſt good. Wicked men de- 
light in their abominations, and that proves 
their ways to be of choice. 1ſz. 63. z, They 
have choſen therr own ways,and their ſoul delighteth 
in their abominations: Try thy heart by thy 
pleaſure; what is ſweeteſt to thy taſte, God or 
the World ? What is moſt delightful to thee, to 
wait on God, though with the lols of the 
world, or to purſue the world, with the want 
of God ? 'Men cheat their own Souls, when 
they ſay the enjoyment of God is better than 
the world ; and yet for every trifle, and ſmalleſt 
' advantage, czn upon choice, baulk the enjoy- 
ment of God in his appointments, and cannot 
adventure the leaſt loſs and prejudice to their 
intereſt, though it were for the neareſt fellow- 
ſhip with God - certainly that which is the 
Souls greateſt pleaſure, that will it make after 
when left to its liberty : Canſt thou leave the 
(e) Delectatio fc ques quelamn appetitus confilerata pr.- 
e 


jentia beni delettamis quod appetitui ſatis faciet, Aqui. 12- 
9. 3le bs 2M, 
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"0 of Lebanon for the waters of Aſſyria ? 


Paſs by a walk in Chriſt's pallery, to fit down 


and ſolace thy ſelf on the dunghil- comforts of 
this life ? then are not thy chiefeſt delights in 
God: Pſal. 27. 4, One thing have I deſired of 
the Lord, that will I ſeek, after, that I may 
awell in-the houſe of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to en- 


quire in + temple: It the beholding of God . 


in Ordinances be thy delight, it will be the 
one thing in thy delires and endeavours; alſo 
all other things arc nothing to that - If thy 
chieſeſt pleaſure be in God, then nothing but a 
conviction of duty can make thee upon choice 
decline an opportunity of waiting on God 3 
and even then alto, when obedience to God ſets 
thy handto the world; delight in God will en- 
gage thy longings after him, and make thy 
greateſt comforts thou art then purſuing, -a 
weight and a burden to thy foul, becaule they 
ſtand between thy hcart and communion with 
God. Thy affeRions will be like the Kine that 
drew the Ark to Bethſhemeſh, that lowed after 
' their Calves as they went, i Sam. 16. 12, When 
thou art conſtrained to draw in the Cart of thy 
duty-employments, even then will thy delires 
be lowing after the comfort of thy relation in- 
tereſt in God, How is it foul? ſpeak : Is not 
a good Fair and Bargain ſweeter to thee, and 
doth more aſfe& thy heart, than a Sermon and 
a duty? Doſt thou not ule to follow the world 
with thy back on fellowſhip with God and 
Saints, and not the lear regret in thy ſpirit, or 
cloud on thy comforts? if ſo, thy heart is 

- not 
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not yet ſupremely ſet on God. | 
Fifthly , Lothneſs to part with thy earthly 
: comforts and intereſts tells thee, thy heart is 
too much upon them. Facob's unwillingnets to 
part with Benjamin, was a ſign his heart was too 
much ſet upon him. Fxdah tells the Governour 
of Egypt, That his Father's life was bound up in 
the Lad's life, Gen. 44.30. The Spouſes affe- 
Rion to her Beloved was ſeen in this, that when 
ſhe found him, ſhe held him, and would not let 
him go, Cant 3.4. 1 fo und him whom my ſoul 
loveth, I held him, ard would not let him go.Such 
is the teſtimony, that if mens hearts arg on the 
things of-this life, they hold them fat, and will 
not let them go : Moft men are too tenacious 
of their intereſts, to be dead to them: clole 
hands argue cleaving hearts to the world. Alas / 
with what rclutancy do men that have the 
abundance of this worlds goods, lay. them our 
again for God ! how hardig it ro draw any pro- 
portions of charity from them that have this 
worlds goods ? what arguments and reaſons 
will men be pleading for their ſparingnets in 
parting with the Mammon of this world ?: and 
how much beneath their mealure do moft men 
expend their earthly things upon the calls that 
God gives them ? This ſhews plainly,their heart 
is bound up in the fruition of thele things. C- 
vetous men will ſooner part with their fleſh; thar 
ther gold (faith Auguſtine) ſhall I take my bread, 
and my water, and my fleſh that I have kilitd for 
my ſhearers , and give it to men whom [ know 
not whence they be ? 1 Sam. 25. 11. (faith cove- 
tous Nabal ) Covetous parſe cannot endure 
tg 
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to part with what they have. (a) The covetous 
man, while he hold fafts his riches, is held faſt 
by them ; and in/preying on others, he himſelf 
becomes a prey, Auguſt. They are like a net, 
which takes in all the fiſh that comes at it, but 
lets out none again, except {ome ſmall ones that 
are little worth : Earthly minds are ſcen in no- 
thing more than in their tenacity , and cloſe 
keeping of what they have; like dying men, 
whatever they take hold of, they let not go: 
This is the temper of many, they cannot ſcatter 
for God, nor honour him with their fubſtance 
T here ts ghat withholdeth more than 1s meet, Prov. 
11. 24. That's the charaQer of one whoſe heart 
is on the world. (b) He :s not onely covetous that 
takes away ether mens goods (faith Augaſtme) but 
he that coveteuſly withholds his own, and will not 
tet them go when God hath uſe for them : Cer- 
tainly, if Believers themfelves are not their own, 
tzen they will one day know their eſtates and 
intereſts are not their own, but the Lord's, and 
to be at his diſpoſe. How will the owner of that 
Colt Chriſt ſent for riſe up in judgment againſt 
many / no ſooner did the Diſciple fay , The 
Lord hath need of him, but ſtraightway they let 
him go, Luk. 19. 43, 34, 35+ Shall one that pre- 
rended not ſo much to Chriſt (for ought. we 
know) readily part with ſo much at the firſt re- 
queſt; aud they. that profeſs much love to 
Chriſt, refuſe to lay out leſſer things for him £ 
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(4) Avarus tenendo divitias tenetar 4 divitis, © dum wult 
eſſe preedo fit prada. Aug. (b) Non ſolum auarus eſt qui 
rapit altena, ſed & ille avarns eſt qui cupide' ſervat ſua. 
Aug. | 
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This doth manifeſt the world is dearet to'ſuch 
the n Jeſus Chriſt. IE. of 
| Laftly,,' Then are mens. hearts upon the 
world, when their truſt and dependance is upon 
earthly things. - We are apt: to put confidence 
in friends, and therefore the: Lord cautions /ſrael 
againſt ſuch- dependencies, 'as' falſe deceiving 
things : Truſt mot in a friend; 'put ye not. :confi- 
dence in a guide, &$c. Micah. 7. 5. The Spoule 
came leaning upon her Beloved in the +wilder- 
neſs, Caw/8.-5. Nofſooner had the rich man 
ſtore of ;g686ds, but he places his confidence in 
them, Luke 12. 19. I will fayto my. foul ; ſoul, 
thou haſt goods laid up for. many years, take: thine 
ceaſe, eas, drink and be merry. *Tis natural to 
. men thatchuſe the world for their treaſure, . to 
thuſe it al(oifor their truſt ; They that dare ad- 
venture their ſupreme affeftion on things, darc 
alſo'rake up' their dependency ' on them. Men 
| Chuſe not a tree they think. will rot, Iſa.. 40.' 20. 
If riches be thy choice, thou thinkeſt therwor- 
thy of thy relyance ; or thou aeft irrattonally. 
Men that have wealth, have inward thoughts that 
their houſes ſhall continue for ever, and their dwel- 
ing places ro'all generations; they call their Jiands 
after their own names, P/al. 49. 11. *Tis hardto 
have the good things of this life, and not to ex- 
ped tqo much from them ; ſo inviting is their 
appearance to a- dependency on them - Earthly 
things are fair in promiſe, but falſe in_ perfor- 
mance; / like quagmires covered with grafs;men 
think them: firm ground,” but when they tread 
upon them, they ſoon become their graves, . The 
«Evangeliſt cafls: all that glorious pomp with 
5 G 2 which 
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which Azrippa 1ſo: amus'd ſpeQators , but 4 
meer ſhow, As 25. 23. When Agrippa was 

| come, and- Berenice, with great 
pomp, *tis with much fantafie aud 
external ſhow : All the glory of 
this world is but a' pompous ſhew, that cheats 
behofders, and allures them to a deceived ecx- 
pettation : They that have much viſible com- 
fort in creatures,live little by faith. How rare 
is it for men that. have cftates and riches for 
their poſterity, to commit them todwine care, 
by an a& of pure recumbency on the-promile, 
and to believe upon a naked word for all their 
{upplics and needed comforts: Such is our ex- 
pectation whither we flee for help, 1a..20. 6. An 
earthly heart is known by carnal truſt and de- 
pendency on earthly things. Ah fouls! ; put 
your hearts into this ſcale, and ſee whether they 
do not preſs down to this preſent world : Speak, 
{oul, who ſhalt ſhortly be weighed for eternity 
in the ballance of the Sanfuary; are not thy de- 
fires, thy thoughts, thy reſtleſs labours, thy de- 
lights, thy cloſe adherence to, and dependency, 
al} cagaged about the things of this life, with 
the negle& of Gad; and heavenly things, thine 
own heart being Judge ? And it fo, then 

T by State ts dangerous, .: 
And thy. Folly great. 

Firſt, Thy State is dangerous; thou haſt not 
a 'dram of true grace in thee: Love not the 
world, nor the things of the world : If any man love 
the. world, rhe love of the Father 1s not im him, 
1 Foh,:2. 15. Donot flatter thy foul into perdi- 
tion ;.if thou loveſt the-world, thou doft not love 

| God: 
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God : For the friendſhip of this world is enmity 
againſt God : Whoſeever therefore will be 4 friend 
of the world, is the enemy of God, Fames 4. 4. He 
whole heart and mind is ſet after the world ; he 
that will be rich, the bent and deſign of the 
heart is for it : that's the Butt he levels ar, 
whatever he profeſſes : That's his great buſineſs 
and projeR& : Thine eyes and thy heart are 'not but 
for thy covetouſneſs, Fer. 22. 17. He maketh haſte 
ro be rich, Prov. 28. 20. drives furiouſly after the 
world : his heart is reconciled to all the means . 
and waics that lead to it *(be they never to 

claſhing with ſoul- advantages) that man, be he 
who he wil), is a fricnd to the world, and an 

enemy to God, let him make the higheſt pro- 

feſſion poſſible : co did Fudas get into the 
Church of God : ſo did Demas pray, ' preach, 

and ſo many hypocrites for a time - yea make 
many prayers, Iſa. 1. 15.'Dothhe profeſs Tove 
to God ? ſo did the Jews : and yet their hearts 
went aſter their covetouſneſs, Ezck. 33.31. Is 
he of a lovely ſpirit, and'unblameable converfa- 
tion? fo was the young man'in the Goſpel z his 
great deſire was to inherit cternal life, Mark, 
19. 17. that-was his buſineſs to: Chriſt ; he de- 
fired to know how he might be ſaved : he ſcem- 
cd to be all for Hcaven : his life alſo was un- 
blameable : Alltheſe have I obſerved from my 
yourh'up, verſe 20.” He was of a fſivcer, lovadly 
ſpirit: *Tis ſaid, Fefou bebolding him, loved him, 
verſe 21. and yet could not part with theworld 
for Chriſt: Fad his heart knit to carthly things 
all the while, and went away forrowful; he 
could not conlent to fell ai} and give to the paor, 
G 3 Ve r/e 
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ver. 22. no marks will. ſerve that/ Soul*s turn; 
whoſe heart is glued-to the World, ard cannot 
give up all to Chriſt's diſpoſe ; God and the 
World cannot dwell in that Soul, godlinels and 
gain-capnot keep houſe together : where the 
grace of Gofl comes in truth, it teacherh men 
to deny, worldly lufts, 7. 2. 11, 12. Hethat 
hathno power to deny the cravings of a world- 
ly heart, never yetreceived the grace of God 
in truth. Grace (ſaith one) may ftand with ſome 
tranſrent afts of naughtineſs, but never with co- 
vetouſneſs : Adams on the 2 Epiſt. of Pet.p.9.16. 
Noah was once drunk with Wine, but ntver with 
the World: Lot twice Inceſtuom, never Covetous : 
Peter denieq his Muſter thrice 7, it Was not the love 
of the, World, but the fear of the World brought 
him tout; for he had denied the World before he 
denied his. Maſter ; Once David way overcome 
with the Fleſh, never with the World. Why did 
nat. theſe purge themſelves from Adultery, An- 
ger, Contention, aud the like ? becauſe into theſe 
ſins the infirmity of '4 Saint may fall ; but if once 
into Cyyetouſneſs, there us nothing of a Saint left, 
70! the very name. Luther acknowledges there 
was lcarce a (in to. which he had not been temp- 
ted, lave to the fin of Covectouinels.. The 
Lord Jctus teils us that his Diſciples are not of 
5 x this World : ſome derive the word, 
A ab * Holy, from Earth, and a -privative 

©"7 particle, inthat redemptipn from the 
carth, is the great work of holineſs > All they 
that partake of the Croſs of Chriſt, are.crncs- 
tied ro the World,and the Worl2to them,Gal. 16.14. 
Vat a jat of the benefits of Chriſt, are treafur'd 
vp 


—— 
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up in that Soul where the God of this World 
dwells; and if without Chriſt, without hope; 
thy caſe is' deſperate if thy heart be earthly, 
under the ruling power of this World; thou 
art yet in a graceleſs ſtate, and no grace, no glo- 
Ty; if thou mindeſt earthly things, deſtruction 
is thy end, Phzl.3. 19. If thou art one of this 
World, whoſe heart is after thy covetouſnels, 
thy portion is in this World, P/al. 17. 14. All thy 
Heaven is on this ſide the Grave: For this ye 
know, that no Whoremonger, nor unclean perſon, 
n0r covetous man, who is an Idolater, hath any in- 
heritance in the Kingdom. of Chriſt, and of Gaod, 
Eph. 5. 5. *Tis joyned with the moſt abomina- 
ble ſins, Thievery, Drunkenneſs , Adultery , 
Idolatry, 'Extortion, for which things ſake, the 
Wrath of God cometh upon the children of diſobe- 
dience, Col. 3. 5,6. The Scripture calls cove- 
tous men, curled children, 2 Pet. 2.14. Ar 
heart they have (a) exerciſed with covetous pra- 
Fices, curſed children ;, really curſed with a de- 
teſtation, ſuch whom God abhorreth,”Pſal. 10.3. 
And the wicked bleſſeth the covetous, whom God 
abhorreth. A woe is pronounced againſt them, 
Hab. 2. 9. Woe to him that coveteth an evil co- 
vetonſneſs to his houſe, that he may ſet his neſt on 
bigh, that he may be delivered from the power «f 
evil : One would think this a duty, or at leaft 
very commendable, to provide for our Family, 
and get what we can for our children, and to 
endeavour to ſecure our houſes from any ſut- 
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fering and calamity - but if this be mens end, 
to ſet their neſt on high, to get great things 
for themſelves, and ſo to manage their affairs, 
as to avoid all (b) ſufferings for God, there's a 
dreadful woe hangs over their heads, and diſ- 
appointment of all their deſign in the iſſue - 
ſor inſtead of honour , they are brought to 
ſhame in the end : Thou haſt conſulted ſhame to 
thy own houſe, and ſinned againſt thy own ſoul,ver. 
10. They are unworthy of any ſociety with 
'men: / have written unto you not-to keep coun 
pany, if any man that 15 called a Brother, be a 
Fornicator , or Couetons, or an Idolater, or a 
Railer, or a Drunkard, or an Extornoner, with 
ſuch a one, no, not toeat, 1 Cor. 5.11. and ſhall be 
cut off from all communion with God to all eter- 
nity : Know ye not that the ujrighteous ſhall not 
inhcrit the Kingdom of God : be not deceived, 
nether Formcator, nor Jdolater, nor Thieves, war 
Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Ex- 
rortioners ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Ged, 
1 Cor. 6, gy 10. < | 
Secondly, as thy ſtate is dangerous, if thou art 
one who lovelt this prelent World - fo thy folly 
15 great, to ſet thy heart upon the World. 
' Aﬀer thou haſt been convinced of the evil 
of tuch a ſpiric and praftice, and haſt felc the 
imart of it in thy own foul. 

After thou haſt been arraigned at the bar of. 
thy Confcience, and condemned in thy own 
| heart for this Sin , (as every truly convinced 


'b) Matum tic notat 11, quod komines vulgo promalo habent, & 
guod ſugit 5 herget Caro, nimirum crugcen, humilitat:m, 
65 feriequmiioynen. 
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Soul is,) if ever the ſpirit of bondage hath becn 
at work in thy heart, (as thou haſt confeſſed ) 
then haſt thou found this ſin more bitter than 
death to thee : and now to return again to ſuch 
courles as will break thy bones again, and pur 
thy ſoul to greater torture than ever, (as all rc- 
lapſes do,) this is folly indeed. 

After thou haſt cholen God for thy portion, 
Chriſt for thy treaſure, Godlinels for thy pain, 
the inheritance with the Saints for thy Land, a 
mantion in Heaven for thy houſe, Chriſt's tried 
Gold for thy Money, a converſation in Heaven 
for thy Trade, the Father, Son and Spirit, for 
thy All here, and for ever, (as thou haſt done, 
or fearfully belied thy proteſſion,) that after alt 
this thou ſhould'ſt turn again to thele beggerly 
clements, and exchange God for the world, a 
Crown for crumbs, a lhrone for thorns,a Dow- 
ry in Heaven for a dunghill on earth : an eter- 
nal-weight of Glory for a burden of thick clay : 
fellowſhip with God for defiling converſe with 
dirt and beſpotting traſh : a Burgeſhip in Heaven 
for a name written in the earth : is not this folly, 
folly ? Not that one w ho-had real intcreſt in God 
and things above, can ever fully and finally forfeit 
them, and loſe them again : (for, once in Chriſt, 
andever in Chriſt) but thoſe things thou did'ſt 
once ſeem to choole for thy chiefeſt intereſt, and 
haſt profeſſed hopes of a certain titic to theſe 
ſupreme treaſures ; and now, to ſell thy hopes 
of God and Glory for thar (c) vomit thou hadt 
{pewed up, and mire thou had'ſt been wathed 
trom, this 1s madnels indeed. | 
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After you have ſeen ſo often- the vanity and 
uncertainty ef theſe things below, that they arg 
empty, and will not1atisfie 3 they cannot quench 
thy thi-ſ, or fill thy hungry ſoul ; cannot afford 
the leaſt reſtts thy weary heart; but are ſtill 
ihort of thy expettations; thou leokeſt for 
peace, and behold they give thee trouble ; thou 
thinkeſt to gather Roſes, and they prick thy 
fingers; and when thou hopeſt to find reſt- in 
them, andſayeſt, Soul, take thy eaſe in thy full 
bags,and fair eſtate; thy pleaſant houſe,near re- 


lations ; then they prove ſwords to pierce thee, 


or briers to rend thee; or atthe beſt, but wind 
that does but ſwell, not nouriſh thee. Thou haſt 
alſo found them fading things, that will net ſtay, 
rare, ripe, fruit that ſoon rotsz; a moth, an Eaſt- 
wind take off al : they are -pleaſing gourd one 
day, and withered the next, 7onah 4. 7. God pre- 
pared a worm when the morning roſe the next day, 


 andit [mote the gourd that it withered. A lick- 


nels comes and takes away thy child, and all the 
hopcs of thy houſe periſh with him - Thy Cu- 
ſtomers break, and thouart. impoveriſhed - The 


| freburns down thy houſe, and thou art undone: 


Thy Heir it may be proves a Prodigal, and all 
thy gatherings are ſcattered : ſo uncertain, 
empty, periſhing , are theſe things, and thou 
knowelt them to be fo, and haſt found: them 
Ss Re I ſuch, and yet thy heart runs 
alin 2 After them - and with the Dog 

70 in the Fable, thou leaveſt ſub- 
ſtance to catch at ſhadows : neglefting unſeen, 
ture, ſweet, ſatisfying and eternal things, for 
things that are not : and is not this macnels ? 


(The 


, 
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(The world periſheth, and yet ſeekeſt tho y af- 
ter the things thercof ? Petrarch.) 

After you have found better things, and taſt&d 
the ſweetneſs of them, you have experienced 
the light of God's countenance to be beyond all 
corn, and wine, and oyl : his loving-kindneſs to 
de bettgr than life: a day in his Courts to be 
more eligible than a thoutznd elſewhere, 7/al.4. 
6, 7. O how ſweet hath his Word been. to thy 
taſte, ſweeter than- the honey and the honey- 
comb ! how often hath God cheered, quickencd 
and ftrengthned thy heart in thy approaches to 
tim, and thou haſt ſaid (as David of Goliah's 
{word) there is none like this: And as the Dil- 
ciples'when with Chriſt in the Mount, *tis good 
being here: Lord evermore give me this bread : 
and yet after ail this; that thou ſnouldeft upon 
choice, leave theſe for the world, and prefer 


_ thy ſhop, thy trade, thy field, houſe, money, be- 


fore theſe divine and approved treafurcs : This 
is madneſs. 

After ſo many confeſſions of this {in before 
the Lord 'and his people, and ſo many prayers 
and cries to God againſt it, and for grace to {ub- 
due thy earthly heart with many promiſes, 
and declared purpoſes to turn_no more to this 
folly: that thou ſhouldeſt {o calily, {o ſpeedily 
be reconciled to the world again, and reaſſume 
thy affeRions to thete old lovers after all - this 
is madneſs, and will exceedingly greaten thy 
Svilt and torment, when the Lord ſhall make in- 
quiſirion for thee things : when thy convictions, 
prayers and vows ſhall return as fo many Scr- 


jeants upon thy back, to arreſt thy gnlty con 
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{cience, and as ſo many witnefles to prove God's 
charge againſt thee : that at ſuch a time and 
ſoeh a time, in thy cloſet, iu the Congregation 
of the Lord's people, in days of humiliation and 
preparation-ſeaſons, on thy ſick-bed, under fuch 
a word and rod, thy hear did melt over thy 
ſin, and thou didſt ſolemnly renew thy Covenant. 
againſt it ; and now to have thy prayers, and 
tears, and promiſes : yea, and God too againſt 
thee, for thy Apoſtacy after ſuch Lovers as thou 
thy ſelf wilt loath another day, and be aſhamed 
to olvn in the preſence of God,Saints and Angels, 
this is folly, folly. 
' Now when God is puniſhing thee for this ve- 
ry tin, by ſtripping thee of thy Idols, and pour- 
ing out the vials of his wrath upo this Euphra- 
res, thy riches, intereſt, trade, and earthly com- 
forts, over wiich thou haſt carried away thy 
heart from him, and now while the Rod.is upon 
thy back, thou ſhould'ſ hold faſt thine iniquity, 
and refuſe to return: this is deſperate and in- 
corrigible folly. And this is the praftice of 
moſt this day - God blows upon their trades 
and intcreſts for following them, and letting his 
houte lie waſte : and yet they purſue them ſtill - 
The Lord takes out the bottom of their bags, 
2nd yet they put ih more money into them. God 
{mites men ſor the iniquity of their covetout- 
neis, and yet they go on frowardly in the way 
©; their heart, //4.57. 17. Godis hedging up 
*5c way of men's ;Lovers, and yet they break 
thorough to overtake them : So it was with 
Fcxcl, God had hedg'd up her way, made a wall 
5:3 the hould not find her paths - and yet _ 
ul- 
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lowed after them. Hof. 2. 6. And ſhe ſhall follow 
after her Lovers, (O' incorrigible wickednets !) 
but (ſaith God ) ſhe ſhall not overtakg them : The 
Lord is plucking down mens bricks, but they build 
with hewn ſtone ;, the Sycamores are cut down, but 
they change them into. Cedars, Iſa. 9. 10. Provi- 
dence pulls away unduly purſued intereſts, but 
men catch at them again: This is daring wicked- 
nels, and a telling God ro his face, they fear 
him not, neither will they return. Jer. 5. 3. 
T hou haſt ſtricken them, but they have not griev- 
ed, (m) thou haſt conſumed, but they have refuſed 
to recervecorretFion : they have made their faces 
harder than a Rock : they have refuſed to (return : 
This is our cafe, and ſhould it not be for a la- 
mentation ? 

_ Laftly , When nothing but ruine and deſtru- 
ion is before our eyes - manifeſt danger of 
lolingall, even Intereſt, Goſpel, Life, and all 
that is dear to us ſfeems to be a going : and yet 
to purſue thele things, with negle&t of our 
ſouls, is- madneſs beyond parallel, and a dan- 
gerous ſymptome of approaching ruine, li 
men are not given up to ſpirit of blindnels, 
they muſt needs ſee that waſting deſtruRions 
are upon us : gray hairs are here and there, and 
we fee it not, Hf. 7. c, 10. Strangers have de- 
vonred his ſtrength, and he knoweth t not ; yea, 
gray hairs are here and there, yet he layeth it not 
to heart ;, and the pride of Tſrael doth teſtifie to his 
face, andthey don return to the Lord their God 


—_———— ” — — 
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What's more miſerable than a man in mitery not pity- 
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nor ſeck him for allthis. (*) They felt the pain, 
but did not acknowledge the cauſe and fountain of 
all thoſe evils, (ſaith Zancby) and this fhew'd 
they were deſperate and wenrable, in that they 
were convitted of their evil caſe, and yet would not 
return tothe Lord. No ſpot more dangerous 
than continuance in fin under utmoſt means of 
reformation and confeſſed danger of ruine. 
If our tranſ:reſſions and ſins be upon us, and we 
pine away in them : how ſhall we then live ? Exzck. 


33. 10. 
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If the Heavenly Trade be the beſt Trade, c>c. 
Then this offers Counſel and exhortation to five 
{orts of perſons. 


1, To ſuch as are ſtrangers tothis Heavenly Trade. 


Counſel 1. Such as are ſtrangers to this Hea- 
venly Trade : you that never were acquainted 
1th this high Calling, but have ſpent all your 
:1me about things that periſh, trathcking about 
Hell and Damnation, Be you exhorted to let 
= bout this choile, rich, and bleſſed Trade. 

There are four Arguments that uſually ſway 
with rational perfons in their choice of earthly 
Callings, which are alſo weighty inducements 
unto all not yet concerned to ſpeed upon this 
Heavenly Trade. | 


(*) S:nut quidem dolores jed non agnoſcis cauſam. £5 fon- 
tem [i mali; Confirmat- efſ: Iſraelem deſp:ratum © 
ircuraulem quis conviitus non tamen redit ad Dominum. 
Zanch, 


Arg 


by 
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Arg. 1. Firſt, Neceſſicy puts men on eruploy- 
ment, and none are greater than theirs who 
arewithout this Divine Calling. Sinners, you 
that are yet without God in the World, you 
are miſerably poor, and rcady to periſh ; you 
are worth nothing but ſin and milery ; He is 
a poor man that hath nothing to live upon ; and 
tuch are you, while without this line of com- 
munication, and ſtrangers to thele ſupreme con- 
cerns : You are ſpiritually poor, and have no- 
thing (as yet) for yoar Souls to live on here, 
or to all eternity, Rev. 3. 17. And knoweſt not 
that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked. Poverty is one of the 
miſeries of all unchanged fouls ; and that which 
agpravates it, is this ; that they think them- 
ſelves rich, and yet have nothing ; no Food to 
fill them, but empty husks, and {wines meat ; 
no Rayment to cover them, but filthy rags 
and confuſion, no Houſe to thelter them from 
the ſtorms of Divine wrath; or any Habita- 
tion to receive them, but an infernal Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone, and a receptacle with 
damned Devils - not a friend to help them : 
not an eye to pitty them: There are none fo 
poor in the World but they have ſomething or 
other to help them, ſomething in hand, or ſome- 
thing in hope + ſomething of their own, or 
\ fomething of others; if they can't dig, yet 
they can beg - if they have not intereſts ro 
maintain them, yet they find pitty to relieve 
them : But a Chriſtleſs Sinner hath nothing to 
tupply his immortal part - nothing in hand, no- 
thing in hope ; nothing of his own, nothing of 

others 
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others, that can contribute the leaſt good to his 
undone Soul, whatever -he lives on, is nothing 
but wind and emptinefs; He feeds on aſhes, 4 
accerued heart turns him aſide, Iſa. 44. 20. He 
crams his ſtarved Soul with filthy dung and ex- 
crements, (fo loathlome are all the pleaſures of 
{in helives on,) Altens from the Commonwealth 
of lracl, ſtrangers from the Covenants of Promiſe ;; 
having no hope, and without God in the World , 
Eph. 2. 12. This is your condition, Souls, while 
without this Heavenly Trade; you are miſera- 
bly poor, what-ever you have in the World, 
you have nothing ,in God; what-ever your 
Bodies and Families have, your Souls have no- 
thing: (c) *Trs little profit to enjoy all things, 
and miſs that one thing by which only we come to 
ſe them, Aug. You labour for vanity, and lie 
down in forrow; and have you not reaſon to 
look outafter ſome courſe to help you, and to 
embrace this overture of a calling that will 
maintain and enrich you here, and ſor ever ? 
The Lepers caſe is thine ; if thou fit ſtill in thy 
condition, thou dicſt : In the World's fulneſs is 
famine: in thy ſecurity and falſe hopes, is death 
alſo. If thou adventure an offer'd grace, it may 
{ave thee : however thou can'ſt but die, 2 King. 
Te 3, 4: 

Again, you are not only poor,but Bankrupts, 
your poverty is of your own procurement, and 
the iſſue of your prodigality: you had once a fair 
Eſtate, but loſt it : God, Grace add Glory was 
yours by the firſt Covenant, Luke 15. 30. but 


(c) Untvzrja mutilnter Pave qitt unun mul quo univerſes 
utdeur no babct, 
you 
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you have' trifled it away "for forbiddeni/ftuirs 
and ſpeht atl' you had on Harlot; © yoti have 
couſum*d your Lords goods alſo in riotous thi- 
virg, and waſted a large ſtock' comfnixted to 


_ your truſt, and now muſt pive ah account of 


.- bear it ? how can you eat, 


your Stewardſhip : were it only your' perfonat 
wants that your 'folly hath brought upon you, 
(though that be heavy )'yet *ris comparatively 
tolerable; but reſtitution 'muſt be made;- ant 
that is 'uticgnceivably diſtfeſſing. A dreadful 
word, Sinners, lies agginlt you ! (how tan yort 

Iritk, talk, or fleep 
in peace ? much lefs rejoyce whet the hind- 
writing is againft the Wall ? ) *tis this, 'Give*z2 
accontit of thy ſtewardſhip,” Euke 16. 2. A review 
of thy paſt-time muſt 6 expect; *Þy har 
means thou” did t' reduce thy miſerable 'Soul 
to this tow etate , uf ' an account . of "thy 
Stewardſhip will be required; and then when 
too late, thou wilt ſay with the Steward, Phat 
(hall I do, 'verſe 3. and it is not more advifable 
now to take this countel of Eliphaz\, To ac- 


' quaint thy ſelf with God, and be at peace, thereby 


good ſhall come unto thee Fob 22. 21. to return rs 


that Trade which thou haſt left, and recover ths 
'Treafure'which thou haft loſt, that ſo thy ac- 
. Count- may be comfortable in the day of 


cn” 
Nay further, you are 'not onely poof ,* 4nd 


 -* bankrupes , but deeply ' in debt'; debroys. ro 
. © God, to whom you owe your lelves and-all 


that you have, by the Law of Creation and C6+ 
venant-obligation, but never yet difcharg'd that 


due to this yery Ca), Yoware in debt to/God 
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or all your mercies in Creation and Providence, 
Patience-mercy, Prefervation-mercy, Prevent- 
ing-mercy, Bountvy-mercy; there's never a 
moment but God is laying out ſome new mercy 
upon thee, of which thou haſt never made re- 
tribution to this day. | 

Debtors to the Law of God, which hath its 
full and juſt claim on you, a Law that is juſt, 
righteous and good, and to which you owe obe- 
dience by juſt and unqueſtionable ties, and 'yet 

ave never yieldee any right ſubjeRion to it all 

your days, but have violated all its righteous 
Commands every day and moment of your life, 
both in Thought, Word and Deed ; For he that 
keepeth the whole Law, and yet offendeth in one 
point or Jota$ts guilty of all, Jam. 2. 10. 

Debtors to Conlcicace, whole Lay is jnforce 
againſt you, and by which you ſhall be judged. 
Kom. 2. 14, 15. Theſe having not the Law, are a 
L aw to themſelves, which ſhew the works of the 
Law written in their hearts, their Conſciences 
alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts the mean 
while accuſing , or excuſing one another - And 
yet you have broken thele Confcjence-bonds, 
caſting its cords from you : How many ties hath _ 
Conſcience laid upoy you which you have bro- 
hen, going againſt the light and diRtates there-' 
ol / . 


Debtors to all the World, to whom, in ſome 
reſpeR or other, you are obliged. There are 
duties you owe to all men, to love them, and 
pray for them: to all your Neighbours and Ac- 
quaintance, to do them good as you have op- 


Portunity, and to ſeck and endeayour their Sal- 
yation 
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vation to yoyr power, which you have not done 
to this day. There are duties you owe to your 
Relations, Friends and Family, which you have 
negleed, and have been encreaſing your Ori- 
ginal debt, by running on new ſcores every day, 
which can never be cancell'd, or a power obtain- 
ed to diſcharge your duties acceptably, till you 
come to Chriſt, and enter your Souls into his 
new and everlaſting Covenant , fetting upon 
thoſe great and Evangelical duties of it. 

Your ſlavery is allo great till you come over 
to this bleſſed work: You are in bondage unto 
Satan: Know ye not, that to whom ye yield your 
ſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants ye are whom ye 
obey, Rom. 6. 16. You ſerve incomparably the 
worſt Lord; a cruel Lord who hath no mercy, 
but delights in the miſery of fallen man ; 4 roar- 
eng Lion that goes about ſeeking to devour, 1 Pet. 
5- 8. A curled one caſt ofr from God, curſed 
above all creatures; reſerved in everlaſting 
chains under darkneſs to the judgment of the great 
day, Gen. 3.14. 7#age, verſe 6. Thine implacable 
enemy that hates thee with a perfe& hatred : 
An Accufer, that never ſpeaks well of any. A 
_ Murderer he was from the beginning Rev. 12. 

v. 10. and the Original cauſe of all the deſtru- 
Rion in Earth and Hell. A falſe and deceitful 
creature, that never kept his word with any : 
A Lyar, and the Father of Lyes, Foh.8. 4.4. one 
that will be too hard for you, and cheat your 
Souls into deſtruction. A miſerable poor crea- 
ture, one that hath loſt all his glory and excel- 
lency, and hath nothing to give you for all your 


fervice, but ſome of the ſame flames in which 
H 2 he 
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he muſt fry 'for ever. This, Simners, is your 
Lord, whom you have choſen and ſerved all 
your days: And as you ſerve the worſt Lord, 
fo do you the worſt work ; baſe, filthy, ſhame- 
ful, curſed work - Such are all thy aQions 
whiles in an unchanged ſtate; you do hard work, 
To ſervicelike it; you work, and have no food 


ro refreſh you, wich is the cruelleſt bondage, ' 


Jſrael in Egypt wrought hard,and yet had Fleſh- 
pots, Onions aud Garlick to relieve them : but | 
you have nothing to feed your hopes and affe- 
Etions, but lies and vanity : you work, agd have 
no rayment to cover you; all your employment 
makes you naked, you labour and have no reſt; 
weary and heavy laden, and yet feel it not, 
Gen. ;. 7. Other Labourers have their ſuccel- 
five quietudes, but you have none':' the Hireling 
hath his ſhadow, the Labourer hath his evening 
to give'over his work, his Bed to ſleep on . but 
your work admits of no reſt, *tis' never done, 
you do the Devils work day and night, waking 
and ſleeping: nay, while you cat and drink, 
your work ſtill goes on. O fad ſervitude! You 
work and have no wages : All carthly Labour- 
ers have their penny, ſomething or other to 
compenſate their pains, money or maintenance; 
bur you have nothing in hand or hope, here or 
hereafter, but death and damnation : - the fruit 
of your labours here, is more bitter than death, 
and the wages at the end of your day, wrath 
and vengeance, worm and fire (c) Mark 9. 44. 


(c) There can be no mirth F ſaith Lat imer) where weeping 
#« ſerved in for tbe firlt courſe, and guaſhing of teeth for the 


ſecon', 
And 
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And is not this bad employment? and is not time 
ſinners, to change your calling, and to accept 
this offer made you of this excellent Trade ? 

' Arg. 2. Secondly, The danger that attends 
your preſent ſtate ſhould put you on a timely 
relinquiſhment of it : You are. poor, and. that 
. expoles you to ſcorn and contewpt, to oppreſ- 
ſion, treading down, and cruſhing, to devouring 
and deftrution z you are not ſafe from ruine one 
moment ; the next knock at thy. door may be 
a call to Judgment Prov. 17.5. Amos. 4. 1. Hb. 
3- 14+. Prov. 10 15. When thou lieſt down, thou 
mayeſt make thy bed in Hell ; when thou awal:- 
| eft, thou mayeſt ſee God on the Throne, thy 
Soul at the Bar, thy accuſecrs at the right hand, 
the Evidence in thy one breaſt, the Sentence 
written in capital letters, Co ye curſed : Under 
thy feet a bottomleſs lake of fire and brimſtone; 
round about thee cruel Devils ready to 1c1ze 
upon thee, and lodge thy guilty condemncd 
{oule in thine eternal home, Aarrh, 24 51. You 
have been Prodigals waſting what is not your 
own, and are in danger every day of a charge 
againſt you. 

You are deeply in debt, and in danger of an 
arreſt eyery hour ; when you go forth, death 
may be at your hcels; when you return, de- 
ftrution may enter with you: O the unccr- 
tainty of thy time ſinner! the danger of thy 
eternity, the abſolute ruine af thy immortal 
foul, if thy reckoning h-gia before thy work : 
and haſt thou not reaſon then to haſten abour 
thy great concern, and to burn no more day- 
light in works of darknels ? 
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rg. 3. Thirdly, Thy duty ſhould quicken 
thy*rndertaking in this great employment : Re- 
ligion\ is not your Liberty, but your manifold 
ebt -\The Law of Creation binds you. unto 
{ God: you will confeſs you were made by him, 
' and God will profeſs you were made for him, 
' Iſa. 43-21. This people have 1 formed for my ſelf, 
, that they ſhould ſhew forth my praiſe. Your fall 
' from the Covenant of Works, is nor your liber. 
' ty from the eſſential duties of it : neither is your 
incapacity to perform it, a Ciſpenſation of your 
obedience - *tis ſtill your duty tp return from 
whence you fell ; to take the Lord to be your 
God, to lovehim with all your hcart, and wit 
all your might; to truſt in him, to fear a 
obey him. A draught oftheſe Covenant-duties' 
did God place in your Conſcience , by which 
you ſhall be judged, Rows. 2. 12. 15. though 
the Counterpane you have defaced, yet the O- 
riginal Deed is with God, and will be brought 
forth in the day of Chriſt againſt ſuch as have 
not taken the Lord for their God. | 

You are alſo maintained by God, and that 
obliges you to him. *Twas the Argument the 
Apoſtle urged to the Maſters of Reaſon in that 
age, why they ſhould ſeck the Lord; becauſa 
*twas from him they had their ſubſiſtence, 
AXFRs 17. 28. For in him we live, and move, and 
have our being. If God maintains you, *tis ra- 
tional he ſhould have the ule of you. *Twas the 
reaſon Aoſes uſed to prove Gods right to J/- 
+aels all, Dent. 32.9, to 15. The Lords portion 
x bis peopts 5 Jacob s the lot of hs mberitance : 
Why ? He found him in the deſert Land, inthe 


waſte 
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waſte bowling wilderneſs ; he led him about ;, he- 
in "A hm :, he kept him as the apple of hus 


fi an Eagle ſtirrith up her neſt, fluttereth 
ound Pee abroad her wings, taketh 
ew; beareth then her wings; ſo the Lord 
alone did lead him. and there was no ſtrange God 
with him : ( And therefore no reafon they ſhould 
teave him for ſtrangers. ) He made him ride up- 
on the high places of the earth, that he might eat 
the increaſe of — s arid hemade him to ſuck, 
honey out of the Rock,, and oyl ont of the flimy 
Rock : Butter of Kine, and milkof Sheep, with fat 
of Lambs and Rams, of the breed of Baſhan, and 
Goats, with the fat of kidnies, of wheat, and thou 
didft drink. the pure blood of the Grape. Mercies 
are cords and bands by which the Lord obligeth 
men to himfelf: 7 drew them with cords of a 
war, 41d with bands of love, Hoſ. 11.4. All thy 
life ( ſinner hath been full of theſe conſtraints 
COy and love, to take the Lord to be thy 


The Goſpel of Grace which you profeſs to 
own and receive, binds you to ſeek firſt the 
Kingdom of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
Matth. 6. 33. to do the work of God, to la- 
bour for that bread which endures to eternal 
life 3 to work the works of God, Foh.6. 27; 28. 
to be no more your own, but the Lord's, 1 Cor. 
6. 19, 20. Ceale to call or think your ſelves 
Chriftians ; tell the world you do not believe 
or hope to be ſaved by a crucified Chriſt, or elſe 
come over to him, and be diſpoſed by his ſacred 
Will. This is your duty. 


H 4 Arg. 
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 Argum. 4. Fourthly, Weigh the unſpeakable 
gainthat will ſurely accrew to you, if you ſet 
up.this trade of Godlinels. Ihave already ſhewn 
in the demonſtration of this-point,the great pro- 
fit Na Heavenly Trade will turn unto, to 
all that, deal throughly. in it, to whichI adviſe 
you-to caſt back your. eye, and take three or 
four.conſiderations- more, to convince your un- 
derſtandings that Religion is eligible on grounds 
of sreatcſt intereſt: For, CI ao 
] Firſt, Religion will maintain you in the hard- 
eſt titnes : So viill not other Trades; there may 
be ſeaſons when earthly employments will turn 
to no. accounts. . You have heard that riches. 
profit not in the-day of wrath : and lome of you 
have ſcenthe time, when they that work could 
yet ſcarcely cat; but. Gods work is meat. and 
drink;,when daily bread fails, Fohn.4.30. 1 have 
eat. to cat that you know. not of. Godlineſs hath 
the pramiſe of the life that now 15,and of that which 
zst0 come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. God careth for the righte-" 
9148, 2nd when the: Lions lack, and are Wenger bit, 
they that fear the Lord fhall want no good thing, 
Plal...34- 10. They. ſhall be ſure to be provided 
for, whocver wants: God hath paſt his word for 
1: ; All things are theirs by purchaſe, who are 
thriſts by choice ; that is ( ſaith Piſcator ) 
(2) All carthly things are deſigned of Gog for your 
uſe, end,the furtherance of your ſalyation. Not 
as if the Saints: had, a right. ro other mens in- 
tereſts, The Apoſtle doth net ſpeak. here, (ſaith Pa- 
rcas) of erv4l Pojſeſſoons,but of that divine order by 

(0) Omnes 1:5 terr.ne v{iruy uſibw, &© veſire aluii 4 
De 0 deſtinar.e /1.nt. : 
+4 which 
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which all things onght to ſerve the good and advan- 
rage of the Church of God. The earth is the Lords, 
and the fulggſs thereof. All which is given inta 
the hands of Chriſt for the good of his people: 
And hath put all things under his feet, and gave 
him to be bead over all things to the Church,Ephel. 
1.22. The whole Earth is but Gods Kitchin, for 
the mainten {e; and if he will feed 


his ſervants and ſlaves, much more his children: 


Ie 


Fe gevesto all their meat in due ſeaſon , and ſat if- F 


fies the deſires of every living, thing. Muck more 
will he care for, and give food convenient to his 
living in Fersſalem, Indeed Bcltevers are not of 
the World, and therefore have not thcir por- 
tions in the World : they arethe Heirs of Hea- 
ven, and have no promife of more on Earth 
than will comfortably carry. them home, and 
ſuffice for the diſcharge of thole offices aſſigned 
to them here : They are Servants, not Heirs, 
who carry the Cloak-bags in their journey. Per- 
ſons of grandeur bear no more about them 
than for preſent uſe. Surely, were earthly trea- 
ſures good for heaven- born fouls, he that gives 
better things would not deny theſe. But God 
knows enough is as good as a feaſt : and ſo much 
the Saints ſhall have in their paſſage home. No 
man ſends his ſervants a journey, but be allows 
them enough to carry them through ;, and 1o 
Wj $ : It he maintainselders and ene- 
mies, much more will he feed his faithful ſer- 
vants and labourers. He hath promiſed to ſupply 
all their wants, Phil. 4. 1c. and 15 able to make 
It g09d, If he thinks it not muchi to give them 
a Crown, he will not deny them Crumbs. If 
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God ſhould let his work-men want, his work 
would ceaſe; his own intereſt, as well as his 
promiſe, obliges him to look afteyy ſuch : his 
Love, Truth, Glory, with all his Attributes, are 
concerned to maintain his people in his work ; 
and therefore nothing more ſure than daily 
bread, and fufficiency in all things to ſuch -as 
ſerve and obey him. 

Secondly, Godlinefſs will fecure you in dan- 
gerous times, Prov. 3. 23. T hou ſhalt then walk 
:n thy way ſafely, and thy foot ſhall not ſtumble ;, 
when thou lieſt down, thou ſhalt not be afraid; 
yea thou ſhalt lie down, and thy ſleep ſhall be ſweet 
V. 24. For the Lord ſhall be thy confidence, and 

kt keep thy foot from being taken. The way of 

uty is the way of ſafety : whatever men think, 
the greateſt ſecurity is in the boldeft Adventures 
for God (if regolar 3) where his Sun does guide 
you, there his ſhadow will cover you; who ſhall 
barm you if you are follwoers of that which is good? 
1 Pet. 3. 13. Men may threaten you, but cannot 


injure you ; they may ſpoil your eſtates, impri- 
fon your bodies, but Tannot_do you any rea 
—_ while men keep with GT. God will 
abide with them; his preſence Thall fence Them, 


his favour ſhal-ſhield them, hzs Angels ſhall en- 
TS IFGOE Men all his Attributes ſhallSuard 
and ſecure them : God's people that cleave to 
him in duty, are as the Hebrews in Goſhen, as 
Iſrael in the wilderneſs,as Noah in the Ark;'they 
onely are ſafe from ruining evils, when others 
are expoſed to deftroying judgments. 

Thirdly, Nay Holineſs-will not onely main- 
tain and ſecure you z but it will alſo enrich You, 
| | an 


\ 
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and fill you with the beſt Treaſures, the true 
Riches, Luke! 16. 11. the tryed gold that can- 
not be corrupted or defrauded, Matrh. 6.20. It 
will furniſh you with the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt : the world hath its treaſures ; and fo hath 
Chriſt his precious ſubſtance, to beſtow on all 
that trade with and for him ; as bath been al: ca- 
dy ſhewn. 

Fourthly, Piety will cheer and delight you ; 
no comforts like theirs who walk with God in 
truth : This was Zezckiab's cordial when under 
a ſentence of death, 1/a. 33. 3. Remember, O 
Lord; TTaaeh thee, how I have walked before 
thee in truth, and with a perfett heart ; And 
Pauls rejoycing, that in all ſmplicity and godly 
ſincerity he had his converſation in this morld, 
2 Cor. 1. 12.. The pureſt pleaſures flow down 
from the Throne, and ſteam in through SanAu- 
ary- waters into the foul : Alas! what are thoſe 
drofſy comforts that run thorough the worlds 
channels; which onely leave a flime behind, and 
then empty themſelves into the dead Sea of 
perdition, periſhiag in their uſing, Col. 2. 22. Car- 
nal mirth hath a pleaſant entrance, but an ill fare- 
well, Prov. 14.13. Even in laughter the heart ts 
ſorrowful, and the end of that mirth 1s heavineſs : 
But Religion breeds the beſt contentments, and 
moſt ſatisfying pleaſures, Pſal. 36. 8. T hey ſhalt 
be abundantſy ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, 
and thou ſhalt make them drink, of the rwvers of 
thy pleaſures. 

Fifthly, Wiſdom's Trade will make you tru- 
ly great and honourable, and give you a place 
to walk among thoſe that ſtand by, Zach, 2 /Þ 

af. 
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That is (latth Funim) (p)) I will place thee in the 
fame dignity the Angels of God enjoy in Heaven, 
and thou ſhalt dwell in the ſame Church among 
thoſe Myriades, Prov. 4. 8. Exalt her, and ſhe 
ſhall promote thee ;, ſhe ſhall bring thee to honour 
when thou doſt embrace her. V.g. She ſhall give 
to thine head an Ornament of Grace, a Crown of 
Glory ſhall ſhe deliver thee. How contemptibly 
foever the World looks on the ways of Godli- 
neſs, and thoſe that eſpouſe them ; yet all true 
greatnels lies on the (ide of piety. All the worlds 
vlory is but a Pageant, a meer ſhew of honour, 
compared to that which is on the head of every 
true Believer : Saints have the nobleſt cxtra- 
- Qion, born of God: the higheſt dignity, made 
Kings and Prieſts unto God, Rev.1.6. Ye ſhall be 
unto me a kingdom of Prieſts,Ex0d.10.6. Cloath- 
ed with the richeſt Ornaments, perfett through 
divine comelineſs,Þ,zek.16.10,to 15.appointed to 
2 kingdom that is everlaſting,aſſured of Thrones 
and Crowns with Chriſt for evermore, Kev. 3.21. 
To him that overcometh will I grant to fit with 
me in my Throne, even 45 I alſo overcame, and am 
fit down with my Farher im his Throne. A ſure 
Throne ſhall Believers have above, as certain as 
Chriſt is now upon his Fathers Throne , and the 
fame Throne that the Father gives to Chriſt, 
fþccrficalty,though not gradually : A Crown fitted 
to their heads; indeed Saints cannot wear the 
Crown Chrift doth; his is the Redeemers 
Crown; theirs is the Redeemeds, made of the 


* (p) Conſtttuam te in eadem dignitate qua ſunt Angeli Dei 
ma Calo, © inter ipſorum Myriadas in eadem Eccleſia con- 
T. 4b 1 a 
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lame glory : Foh. 17. 24. Father Iwill that they 
alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me, that 
they may behold my glory which thou haſt given me, 
2 Tum. 2. 12. If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign 
with him, O bleſſed glory, and greatly to be 
longed for! whoſe meaſure is incomprehen(i- 
ble, whoſe duration is undeterminable. 

Now, Sinners 3 If theſe Arguments convince 
you that 'tis your neceſſity, intereſt and duty 
to ſet upon this grea: imployment, and you 
find your hearts really willing to come up to 
the propoled terms of this high Calling, and em- 
brace any counſels that lead thereto. (a) Thenz 

Dire. 1, Firſt; You muſt get a capacity 
for ſo excellent an undertaking: Heavenly work 
is too high for earthly natures; and ſpecial 
ſervice for common endowments: They that are 
in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Rom. 

8. 8. No creature can a& beyond U!:r2 poſſe non 
its being, *tis above the ſphere of *1?4/* 
unchanged nature to carry up the Soul to things 
above, there muſt be a ſpiritual principle be- 
fore there can be a heavenly operation 3 you 
muſt firſt be God's workmanſhip before you can 
do his, work ; and be created to good works be- 
fore you can walk therein, Eph. 2. 10. Tis a ſad 
thing (ſaith Mr: Caryl) to ſee a bad Et 
pot. >; that which ol yet it 15 —_ , 0 To * 
a ſadder ſight to ſee a bad man «of = Ty 
continuing in his ſtate, to go on do- 

ing goog;, this is the atting of the new creatures 
part in the old creature's ſtate, and what will that 
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(a) Prima ſanitatis pars eſt welle ſauari, A willingnefs 
to be healed is the firſt part of health, $7», 
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avail ? To ſet upon Religion in an unregenerate 
Rate, is labour in vain: the dumb may as well 
ſpeak, the blind ſee, the dead walk, while they 
remain ſuch, as they that are evil do good : 
Can 4 corrupt tree bring forth good fruit ? Mat. 
7. 18. Or a Fountain ſend forch at the [ame place 
ſweet water and bitter? Jam. 3. 11. No more 
can an unſantified Soul do holy work. The 
perſon muſt be gracious before the work 
can be good : God bad firſt reſpe to Abel, and 
then to his Offering , Gen. 4. 4. The ungraffcd 
Cherry-tree brings forth but harſh Fruit, let the 
ſoyl and dreſſing be never ſo good: fo is the 
Soul under the higheſt priviledges and perform- 
ances without unplantation into Ghrift. The 
Root mult bear the Branch, before the Branch 
can bear Fruit; a breaking off from the wild 
Olive with a participation of the fatnels of the 
good Olive-rree, is abſolutely neceſſary to true 
faithfulneſs, Rows. 11. 17, 18. Four things are 
needful to make an Aion Evangelically good 
a good Principle, Matter, Form and End : nei- 
tner of which is conſiſtent with a man in his 
ratural ſtate. *Tis dangerous allo as well as 
vain, for perſons to ſet upon doing good, and 
never care to become good : for this deceives 
their own Sou's, making them think their con- 
dition ſafe when they are wretched, miſerable, 
poor, blind and naked, Rev. 3. 16. and not only 
feeds an Errour in their ſtate, but ſtrongly hin- 
ders the cure, while thefe unprofitable duties 
conſume Salyation-time, and deſtroy Salvation- 
hopes : Deſpair is uſually the Ifſue of Preſum- 
ption; and they that conceit too ſoon that all - 
2 6 
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well, ſhall conclude when too late, that it ſhall 
never be better - This then is your firſt work, 
(Souls) To be ſantlified and made meet for your 
Maſters uſe, and prepared (b) to every good work , 
*2 7:m.2.21. Labour to get your natures chan- 
ged, and hcarts quickened; you muſt be born 
again, or cannot ſee the Kingdom of God: Be 
looking to Jeſus to create in you a new heart, 
arenewed mind, will and affcAQions, to have a 
faving principle put into your hearts, and a dit- 
poſition of Soul towards the whole will of 
God : Cry mightily for the Spirit, and wait for 
his movings upon the face of Sanftuary-waters, 
and for a mighty power of God in the Goſpel 
upon your Souls: Get under the healing-wings 
of Chriſt, and reſt not looking unto Jeſus till vir- 
tue go out from him to heal your Souls : If 
this be thy reſtleſs defire, thou can'ſt not let 
Chriſt alone, running after him, crying 7eſus thou 
Son of David, have mercy upon me. he will turn 
again, and tave compaſlion, and give the holy 
Spirit to them that unfcignedly and inceſſantly 
ask him, Adark 10. 47. 48. 49. Like, 11. 13. 
Dyrett. 2. Secondly, ceale from your own 
works. J/a. 55. 7. Let the wicked forſake his 
way, and the unrighteons man his thoughts, and 
let him return wito the Lord, and he will have 
mercy : The firſt ſtep in returning to God, is 
departing from fin and ſelf; (c) Neither can 
we (ſaith Calvin) hold converſe with a holy God, 
(4) nwuas wiv, fathioned as a Vellel : the meanuuy, iS 
(faith Dr. Preſtun ) that then a man is good when his 
heart is fitted to good works, (c) Nibhil nobis cum 
Des :ſe poteſi niſi a nobis diſcedamus, Calye vil 
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till we be eſtranged from onr unholy ſelf. When 
the Apoftle adviſes the Epheſians to put on the 
new man, Eph. 4. 24. He firſt exhorts them to 
- put off the old, with his whole converſation - 
verſ. 22. That ye put of concerning the former 
conver ſation the old man, which u corrupt :- Grace 
builds not on an old foundation, neither does it 
adorn, but rcform the former converſation of 
called Saints; there is no cloathing upon in 
regenzration-work, the old garments muſt off 
before the new will come on: Religion is not 
a covering for, but a ſtripping off a ſinful life, 
neither can you be free to fet on God's work 
till you leave your old works. Rom. 6. 20. For 
when you were the ſervants of ſm, ye were free 
from righteouſneſs: You had nothing to do with 
holineſs you had no freedom to.do God's work 
while you were Sins ſervants: He ſpeak of 
their attual liberty from grace, not their legal free- 
dom, (d) faith Parews;) you are not at liberty 
to do the work of holinels, while under the 
command of fin. No man can ſerve two Ma- 
ſters: Mat: 6. 24. that is; two contrary Lords, 
Flow can the ſame man (e)(laith Grotius) fol- 
low godlineſs as bus work, arid at the ſame time 
be a ith cares about getting and kgep- 
mg earthly things ? *Tis a vainty for perſons to 
dream" of compliance between fin and holi- 
nels whoſe work is too inconſiſtent for one 


Soul at one time ; ruling iniquity and grace, are 
CE nn : ” . Py 
(4) Libertas hic deufatto non de qure mtzlit, ater, (c) <u0- 
Moo poteris unus idemque homo fietati ſe quantum opus 
eſt inpendere & ſmmul circa djvitias quarcndas ſeruan- 
42/que perperus ſolicitudin: 95;trthi > Grots | 
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two contrary ſtates, which cannot meet in one 
perſon , and time : Never think of ſetting up 
on the Heavenly Trade, till you are freed from 
helliſh ſervitude, and inveſted with the liberty 
of the Sonsof God, a freedom frotn the love 
and ſervice of every iti. Godlineſs calls, for the 
whole of a man's heart, ſtrongth and time, and 
requires a perſon void of any inconſiſtent obli- 
ations ;, reſolve to break from every way of 
death; if ever you think to enter into the way 
of life, TON ETD | 
. Dire. 3. Thirdly, Make over your ſelves to 
the Lord in an Everlaſting Covenant; they that 
will be Maſters of a Trade,muſt firſt be bound to 
the ſervice of it, and reſign up their perſons, 
wills, capacities and time to the inſtruion and 
goverament of another in order to their fitneſs 
tor ſuch a calling: And ſo muſt ſouls that will 
learn Wiſdom's Merchandiſe, they muſt bind 
themſelves to the Trade, .and make over them- 
ſelves and their all to God in Chriſt, to be 
taught and' enabled to fet, up this excellent 
work, Fer. 50. 5. They ſhall ack the way to Sion 
with their faces thitherward, ſaying, Come and let 
»4 join our ſelves tothe Lord in a perpetual Cove- 
nant that cannot be forgotten. Sin hath made a 
ſeparation between their God and them, and 
brought a death upon their mercies and Temple- 
enjoyments : but. now the Spirit of Prophecy 
breathing on theſe dry bones, moves them to a 
vital union with the fountain of life, (the onely 
regular way t6 their new work and mercies) 
they muſt firſt be joyned to the Lord, before 
they can be rejoyned to one another, and re- 
Z enjoy 
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enjoy their loſt priviledges; and this union 
lies in a hearty acceptance of offered grace, a 
taking hold of God in Chriſt, and a Cove- 
nart-furrender of the whole foul and its All 
to him again - (O for arms to embrace him, 
faith Mr. Rutherford! )) This is called a giving 
up of ones ſelf tothe Lord , 2 Corinth. 8. 5. 
But this they did not as we hoped, but firſk gave 
themſelves to the Lord, and unto wby the will of 
Cod: They exceeded our hope: We onely cx- 
pected ſome part of what was theirs, but they 
gave themſelves firſt to God, and to us (to be 
direfted and governed by the will of God, to 
be placed in the fellowſhip of his Goſpel) as 
well as their intcreſts to the ſervice of his 
people - *Tis alfoa giving away of ones lelf to 
the Lord wholly, unreſervedly and perpetually, 
to be no more his own, 1 Cor 6, 19. And ye 
are not your own. This {urrender of your ſelves 
to God (ſouls) muſt be in judgment, underſtand- 
ingly, and arifcth freely on choice; univerſally, 
without the leaſt refervation ; abſolutely, with- 
out any limitation or conditions of our own; 
eternally, without- any expiration and term of 
this grant, and to be atteſted by all overt as 
within your power, 1/a. 44. 5. One ſhall ſay 1 am 
the Lord's, another” ſhall call himſelf by the name 
of Jacob ; another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand 
unto the Lord,and ſurname himſelf by the name of 
Zacob. Whatever may moſt - fully enſure and 
exprels an abfolute devotedneſs unto God; muſt 
be done by thoſe that ever expe&t'to thrive in 
_ grace and godlineſs. Verſe ;, 4. 1 willpour water 
pon him that 1s thirſty, and floods upon the oy 
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ground , I will pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed, and 
my bleſſing upon thy cff-ſpring,' andthey ſhall ſpring 
up a among the graſs, as willows by the water- 
courſes. When once this implantation into Chriſt 
is diſpatched, then will the Lord give profperi- 
ty to that foul; then are you in.a ſure way to 
ſucceſs in all your holy undertakings, and like 
to {peed well in this Heavenly Trade when you 
become entirely the Lord's in order to it : O be 
not {atisficd till God be yours: (The Kings Son 
or no Husband, Rutheriord.) The rational ſoul 
(faith Auguſtine) being capable of God, can be ſa- 
tisficd with nothing *but God. 

Dire. 4. Fourthly, Come over into the fa- 
mily of Chriſt, if you would drive on this Hea- 
venly Trade to purpole : Apprentices are houſ- 
bold ſervants, up-riſing, and down-lying ; and 
{10 muſt Wiſdoms Traders be; they muſt be 
members of Chriſt's family , and dwellers in the 
houſe of God. Pſal. 65.4. Bleſſed is the man 
whom thou chuſeſt, and canſeſt to approach unto 
thee, that he may dwcll in thy Courts ;, we ſhall be 
ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy 
holy Temple. Thoſe whom God chuſes for him- 
ſc It, he brings to himfelf, and makes them 
dwellers in his Courts: Such ; = 
a one ts entered into his fam- 2 y 20 It — 
ly, that he being a ſound Be- — [enflvs 7 
liever, may ſpend his life 4- crues vitam degat.BYC. 
mong the holy Citizens 0 Ts 
Heaven, Thoſe whom the Lord takes into Co- 
venant, he takes into communion : not onely 
with himſelf, but with his people. Fer. 3.14.15. 


City, 


116 The Peavenly Trade 


City, and two of a Family, and I will m_y you 
unto Sion, and I will gre you Paſtors according to 
wy ow n heart, which ſhall feed you with knowledge 
and u nderſtanding: This was intended of Goſpel- 
fimes and Churches : When all the Nations ſhall 
be gathered to the Name of the Lord to Feruſalem, 
verſe 17. And the bouſe of Judah ſhall walk with 
the houſe of Iſrael, verſe 18, which began: to be 
fulfilled upon the breaking down of the parti- 
tion wall, and the bringing in of the Gentiles 
unto Chriſt, Ephe/. 2. 14,15, 19. When Believers 
ſhould be no more ſtrangers, 
and foreiners, but fellow-ci- 
tizens with the Saints, and of the houſhold of God. 
Fhe Apoſtle hath reference to the 12th Verſe, 


TIdegizou. 


Where {ouls out of Chriſt are ſaid to be aliens 


from the Common-wealth of 1/rael, ſtrangers ' 
to the Covenant of Promiſe ; but now having : 
accels to God by one Spirit, verſe 18. Ye are | 
no more ſtrangers and foreiners. (a) 7n reſpect 
of the Church of God you areno longer ſtrangers 
(faith Zzxchy) but fellow- cttrLens with the Samts, | 
and in regard of the Covenant of God, you are no | 
more foreiners, but of the houſhold of God. In 
whom all the building fitly framed together (that 
is, every ſtone inthe building) groweth unto an 
holy Temple in the Lord, verſe 21. The Church 
of God is his Temple where he is rightly ſerv- 
ed, Rev. 7. 15. Therefore are they before the 
Throne of God, and ferve him day and night in his 
Temple: which « his Church (faith Mr. Durham) 
here begun by fellowſhip in his Ordinances and in 


) Kejpectu keipublice Ifraclis (1. e.) Eccleſre concive s 


andtorum : reſpethu faderis cum Deo effe domeſticos Dei. 
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Heaven compleatly. Eztk, 20. 40. For in my ho- 
ly Mountain ;, in the Mountain of the Height of 
Iſrael (a type of Goſpel-Churches) ſairb the 
Lord God; there ſhall all the houſe of Iſrael, all of 
them in the Land, ſerve me; there will I _ 
them, there\will I require your offerings : Plainly 
intimatingthat God hath no acceptable ſervice, 
but in the | Churches of his Saints; I mean as 
to publick worſhip : Perſons cannot give God his 
full inſtituted worſhip, til} they come into fel- 
lowſhip with his people, ſeeing Church-fellow- 
ſhip is it ſelf an inſtitution of Chriſt. Matrh. 28. 
19, 20. Afts2. 41,42. 1 Cor. 12. 18, Mat.18. 
17, 18, 19. The Church of Chriſt is his Body, 
where he hath ſet his Members, 1 Cor. 12. 18. 
That being fitly joyned together, theywight increaſe 
with the increaſe of God, Epheſ. 4..16, Coil. 2.19. 
His Vineyard where his work lies, and into 
which he ſends his Labourers, I1/a. 5. 7. Marth. 
20. 1, 2. His Garden where his Lillies and Beds 
of Spices are.. Cant. 6. 2, His Family where 
he feeds and inſtrvuts them, where he guides 
and governs them. 1 Tim. 3. 15. Epheſ. 3. 15. 
His Sanftuary where he hides and ſecures them. 
P/al. 78. 6g., His Galleries where he walks, 
and is held by his Saints. Cant. 7. 5. His Golden- 
candleſticks where his Lamps are burning : The 
Firmament and Heaven where his Stars are 
ſhining, and the Sun. of Righteouſneſs ariſcth 
with healing in his wings. Rev. 2. 1. There's his 
Granery where he laijes up his proviſions, his 
manna, marrow, fat things, and ſpiced wine - 
Iſa. 25. 6. There's his School where he inſtructs 
bis Diſciples, and makes them wiſe to ſalvation. 

S Ifas 


[ 


713 The Yeavenly, Trade 


Jſa. 54.13. All thy Coilaren ſhall be taught of 


rhe Lord, and great ſhall be the peace of thy chil- 
dren: There are his Oracles and *ecyets. Rom. 
3. 2. The Adoption, the Glory, the Covenants,the 
grving of the Law, and the Service of God,and the 
Promiſes, Rom. 9. 4. There's his Nurſcry where 
his tender plants are ſet to grow, where he 
brings in thofe that ſhall be ſaved. Af 2.47. 
Aid the Lord added to the Church dayly ſuch as 
ſhould be ſrved. His converting the Gentiles is 
ealled a perſwading them into the tents of Shem, 
that is the Church of God, Gerz. 9. 27. Yea the 
Houſe of God is the gate of Heeven. Gen.28.17. 

his ts none other but the Houſe of God: this is 
the gate of Heaven. (0) By the gate of the Church 
(laith Auguſtine) weenter into the gate of Para- 
dife : How gocdly then aretheſe Tents of Facob ? 
How amiable arc thoſe T abernacles of Iſrael ? As 
the valleys they ſpread forth, as gardens by the 
Rivers fide, as the trees of L:isn-alces which the 
Lord hath planted, and as Cidar-trees beſide the 
waters, Numb. 24.5, 6. To your Terts then, O 
Ifracl, 2 Sam. 20. 1. Fly to your windows O ye 
Doves, Ia. 60.8. Love the habitation of Gods 
houſe, ard the place where his honour dwells, Plal. 
26; 8. Where are luch pleaſures, treafures,light; 
life : where are your chicfc{ inrereſts,your pri- 
viledges, your work, your Lord, the firſt-fruits 
of youreternal glory ? if you have taken Chriſt 
for your Teacher, you mult rake his Church for 
your School; you nivſt dwell where he dwells, 
where you may fit at his feet,” and receive his 
DoQrine. | 
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Dirett, 5. Fifthly, Be mortified to this pre- 
ſent world; get your hearts looſe from things 
below. No man that warreth (4) entangleth hins- 
ſelf with the affairs of this life, that he may pleaſe 
him that hath choſen him to be a ſouldicr, 2, Tim. 
2.4. He does not lay ties and fnares about his 


. feet, which throw him down, and hinder the 


courle he engages to tellow. Chriftianity is 
a Warfare, and Race; earthly things in the 
heart areas entanglements about the feet, which 
hinder this undertaking; you will have nq li- 
berty to. heavenly things, till redeemed from 
tho Earth; nor can run the race towards glory, 
till you lay aſide the weights that preſs you down, 
and the ſim that doth ſo caſily beſet you, Heb. 12.1. 
If you will fet your affefions on things above, 
you muſt firſt take them off from things beneath, 
Col. 3.2. He that ſets his face towards Heaven, 
muſt turn his back upon the world, Ph:1, 3. 13. 
Forgetting thoſe things that are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto thoſe things that are before: The 
World is one of thole things Chriſtians muſt 
leave behind them, if ever they think to reach 
Heaven, (6) We ſhould (faith Luther) with a cer- 
tain greatneſs of mind contemn this life,and world, 
and with a large heert breath after the future 
glory of an Eternal Life. Till you are brought to 
a contempt of this world, and can count it as 
drols and dung, you can never value Heaven, or 
purſue things above with an even and uninter- 


(4) 'Eunraixer, tricis © laqueis implicatur (b) Debe- 
bamus magno animo cont:mnere vitam & munduia & 
pleno peitore anhelare a4 futuram . gloriam aterne wits, 
Luther. in Gen, | 
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rupted heart. That ſoul which deſigns to make 
Religion its works, muſt be ready to attend it 
at all times, and to have the heart compoſed 
and fitted to all the inſtructions that lead to it, 
which an earthly heart cannot do : A light and 
moutable ſpirit, now for God, and then for the 
world, is unfit for this great employment. He 
that puts his hand to the plough, and looks back is 
axinmeet for the Kingdom of God, Luke 9.62. And 
ſuchis a heart under the conimand of earthly 
things ; *tis never ſtedfaſt with God : the things 
of this world' fill the ſoul with wind, and make 
it light and trifling about the things of God: 
The heart of man ts like that Fewel (1 haveread 
of) that one gave to Alexander, that while it was 
kept bright, weighed. down the choiceſt gold, and 
woſt precious ſtones; but if once it fell into the 
duſt, and took, ruſt, it was lighter than a feather : 
And fo is the heart, if it falls into the duſty 
trings of this world. The Church cloathed with 
the Sun, hath the Moon under her feet, Rev. 
12.1. The morea ſoul is filled with the pure 
knowledge of God, and ſhining in its converſa- 
Dion, the'more it is lifted up above the world: 
The nearer Heaven, the farther from Earth. 
The more ſeparate from the world( faies Mr.Green- 
hill on Ezck, 3.23.) the more fit for communion 
with God: Ezekiel muZt leave his houſe, and go 
znto theplain, and there the Lord will talk, with 
him. The King's daughter muſt forget her own 
people, and her Father's houſe, erc the King 
would greatly deſire her beauty, 7/a1.45-10,11. 
And Abrahar: muſt leave his Countrey,and plea- 
[2nt habir2tion, beforche could get into a my 
z- 1 4 p 0 
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of frequent communion with God z and ſo muft 
a ſoul in heatt and affeions fit loolg from 
the 'enſnaring things of this world, if ever 
he thinks to drive-this Heavenly Trade. {c) By 
fo much the more (ſaith Auguſtine) doth: any one 
cleave to God, as he ceaſes from loving his own 
intereits. 

Dire#, 6. You muſt reſolve on thisallo, To 
ſubmit to all the inftrutions the Lord Jeſus 
gives you ; to go thorough all the Jabours, and 
bear all the burdens that this Heavenly Trade 
calls you to; every Art and Calling have their 
principles and rules, by the knowledge and obe- 
Jience of which they are attain'd to; and fo 
hath Religion - And as Piety is the higheſt and 
nobleſt profeſſion ; ſo are its principles more 
pure and myſterious, and with greateſt difficul- 
ty attainable. Acquired knowledge furniſhes 
men with light licKcient for all earthly under- 
takings; but' ta this Heavenly Trade both in- 
fuſed 'and acquired underſtanding is needtul : 
both rules, and aneye to diſcern them muſt be ' 
given, if ever this Art be obtained : For this 
end the Lord Jeſus is given, for a light of the 
Gentiles, ro.open the blind cyes, that they may lee, 
Iſa. 42.6, 7.- and for a Prophet, to teach and in- 
ſtruc them the way they ſhould go: and tro 
hear and obey him as ſuch, is the abſolute du- 
ty of all thathave given themſelves up to his 
condu&t and government, Atts 3. 22. A Prophet 
Jhallthe Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your 
brethren like unto me, him ſhall you bear in all 
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#hings what ſoever he ſhall ſay unto you. He bath 


undertaken to inwife them that obey him, and 
ro ſhew them what they muſt do, As 9. 6. And 
if they go on to know, they ſhall know the 
Lord: it they litat his feet, and hear his Word, 
Deut. 33. 3. hz will ſhine out to them, and lead 
out 4 fiery Law for them : In order to which 
inſtruRion your duty is to hear him, to watch 
daily at his gatcs, and to wait at the poſts of 
his houſe, Prov. 8. 34. when be calis, ſay with 
Sammuel, Speak Lord , for thy ſervant heareth, 
1 $1, 3.10. Ard whatſoever ke ſaith (ſaid the 
Mother of our Lord) unto you, doit, Joh. 2. 5. 
Slight no directions, ſtick at no difficulties 1n 
comporting with his plealure,, *tis for the life of 
your touls; obedience is ſo neceſſary in the 
Dilciples of Chriſt, as that without it no true 
knowledge can be attained here, Fob. 7. 17. (if 
any m1 doth his will he ſhall krow the Difrine) 
nor ſalvation hercafter, Heb. 5. g. (he became 
the Authour of cternal faluation to all them that 
obey hivs:) 15 yoake us eaſie, and his burden ts 
l:zht, Prev. 6. 5, 6. Prov. 3. 17. He enjoyns you 
nothing but what is needful, profitable , excel- 
tent, and plcalant: Hear and your ſouls ſhall live, 
Iſa. 53.3. Shall the ſervants of men come, po, 
do this or that, when they are bidden ? Marr. 
8. 8. Yeagſhall the Devil's ſlaves do the greateſt 
drudgerics, run moſt deſperate adventures; 
throw thcinſcives from pinacles ; yea damn 
their fouls at his bidding? and the ſervants of 
Chriſt fo difobedicnt (when ?tis for their own 
concerns, their mercies and advantages ' are 
Wraptup in it) and that to fo rational agd ealie 
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junions ? The conſideration of this prevailed 
with a Heathen to obedience, when againſt his 
inclination. 2 King. 5. 13. His ſervants came 
near and ſaid; My Father, if the Prophet had bid 
thee do ſome great thing, would'ſh thou not have 
done it ? ((ceing it is for thy life and health) bow 
much rather then when he ſauh to thee, waſh and 
beclean ? If his commands feem grievous, let 
loveſiweeten them : If h.s yoke ſcem heavy, ler 
his reſt at the end of it render it caſie : when 
duties ſeem burdenſom to fleſh and blood, his 
burdens heavy, loſſes for the Golpel's ſake great, 
think thus; better ſmart once than ever; to 
urdergo troubles in the way, than at the end ; 
to have my bad things here, rather than be tor- 
mented hereafter, Luke 16. 25. and what pains 
and hardſhips will men undergo for gold that 
periſfeth, 1 Per. 1.7. yea for counters that 
cheat them ; and ſhalt not I for an inheritance 
that fadeth not, reſerved in Heaven, 1 Per. 1.5. 
What ftrivings have fome to obtain a Crown 
that is cor: Uptible; and ſhall I be weary that 
am in purſuit of one that is incorruptible? 
1 Cor. 9. 25. Without labour, no reſt ; without 
bearing the heat and burden of the day (when 
called thereto) no peuny at the end, Auer. 20, 
12, 13. Without ſtriving lawfully, no crowning, 
2 Tim. 2. 5. without doing the commandment, 
no eating of the tree of life, Rev.22. 14.without 
enduring to the end, no ſalvation, Jfark 13.13: 
comfort your ſelves with this, that Fleaven will 
make amends for all; when your wet and wea- 
ry ſowings ſhall end in a pleaſant and eternal 


barveſt. Gal. 16. 9. Let us not be weary in well 
| doing 
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doing, for you ſhall reap in due time, if ye faint 
xot : Be ftedfaſt, unmovable , always abounding 
5n the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as you know 
that your labour is not un vain tn the Lord, 
1 Cor. 15. 58. 

Dirett.7.Laſtly, What you do,doquickly,time 
waits not your leiſure. There are but twelve 
hoursin the day, and how many of them have 
been ſlept and finned away, and how few of 
them may be beſore you, who knows ? What 
if your Sun ſhould ſet at noon day? or a ſum- 
Mons meet you in the midſt of your work: Gwe 
account of thy Stewardſhip, for thor ſhalt be no 
longer Steward, Luks 16. 2. V/hat will you then 

© ? Some of you are in your afternoon,and what 
tine is that to ſet forth ſuch a long journey as 
the way to Heavenis ? andyet will you gain (by 
your delays) ſome of this time allo, for the De- 
vil, World and Fleſh ? others of you are in your 
morn ng, (the beſt time to put forth in your 
travel towards glory - ) O/ lole not your ſea- 
ſon for eternity : Mſaike much of time, (faith 
Aquinas) eſpecially in the weighty matter of Sal- 
wation: O ! how much would they that now lie 
frying in Hell, rejoyce, if they might have the leaſt 
minute of time wherein they might get Gods fa- 
wour - the young man bath death at his back, the 
old man before his eyes, and that's the more dan- 
gerous enemy that purſues thee, than that which 
marches up tothy face: Chriſt's work admits of 
no delays, his injunttion allows not of too mor- 
row, but while *tis called to day: Heb. 3.7. 
Today if you will hear his voice, verl. 13. To day, 
left any of you be hardned through the deceitfulneſs 

of 
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of ſin: Seckh the Lord while he may be found, 
Ija. 55. 6. (Haſte, haſte, the tide will not bide, 
Rutherford.) *Tis now or never, while the Light 
ſhines, the Lord knocks, the Angel ruoves on 
the waters, while the Lord delays his coming : 
Salvation-work is quick work, God's racers 
muſt run, his Doves muſt fly, his Servants be 
Ciligent, that they may be found of him in 
Peace, 1 Cor. c. 26. 1ſa.60: 8. 2 Pet. 3. 14. You 
that have flood idle in the market-place all 
your day hitherto, haſten into the Lord's Vine- 
yard, Mart. 20. 6. (Love is ſick to hear tell of 
to morrow, Mr.Rutherford) What Jonathan ſaid 
to his Lad when Davids's life was in danger, let 
me advile you : And Jonathan cried after the 
Lad, makg ſpeed, haſte, ſtay not, 1 Sam. 20. 38. 
T rue nothing (faid precious Mr. : 
Welch when on his ſick-bed) bat T'< fulfilling 
: fn of the Scrip- 
that I was ſo long in beginning : O, ,... 
faith David, that had wings like 
a Dove, for then would I fly away, and be at reſt - 
I would haſten my eſcape from the ſbormy wind 
and T empeſt, Pſal. 55- 6, 8- Stnners, you are 
m danger of ſtormy tempeſts while in your un- 
changed ſtate: O haſten to yorr ſtrong holds ye 
prifoners of hope. When ZBrentius was like to 
be given up to the enemy, one writes him this 
note; Fauge Brenti cito citins citiſſine : Fly 
Brentius quickly, more quickly, moſ} ſpeedily. 
Souls, *tis for your lives, make all poſſible haſte 
about the work of your Salvation: And you 
that are entred on this heavenly work, double 
your diligence that you may finiſh your courſe 
þcfore God finiſhes your time ; methinks = 
wor 
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word of God,and his providences this day ; yer, 
every thing ſeems to thruſt you forward, and do 


ro youas Pharaoh's Task- maſters did to 1ſract : 
Exead.F5. 13. Andthe T ach-maſters haſicd them, 


ſaying, fulfil your work, 
To Profeſſors. 


8 

Counſel 2. Secondly, If the Heavenly Trade 
be the beſt Trade; then you that profcfs this 
Calling, be you exhorted to follow it; keep -up 
and improve your Trade for Heaven : whar's an 
employment without improvement ? the moſt 
profitable Callins not followed, turns to little 
adrantag2: Tre day we live in gives men 
{enlible experience of this truth, that they who 
intend to live in the World, muſt attend their 
employments : The idle perſon futters hunger : 
they muſt be careful and diligent in their bui- 
neſs, that think ro make any thing of their 
carthly intcreſts: and fo *tis in this Trade of 
goclineſs; they- that will be ſaved, muſt work, 
ett their Salvation, ATradeis a man's bufincls, 
and cou:fe of life, which he purſucs and car- 
ries on from day today ; *tis the {ubjz& of his 
thoughts, counlels, and conſiderations : of his 
tune and ſtrength, and daily work : where he 
ends one gay, he begins the next, and eontri- 
butes his utmoſt-wiſdom, parts and labovrs to 
the moſt vigorous proſecution of it - And fo 
muſt it be in this Heavenly Trade, (Chriſtians, ) 
it muſt de the impending bulinets, and principal 
concern of your whole life : that which com- 


mands your thaughts, purpoſes and. capacities : 
which 
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which engrofles your time, care and ftrength, 
and to which every other buſineſs muſt give 
way, and every occaſion and occurence muſt 
be ſubſervient:; it muſt be followed, and driven 
on every day, in every thing, place and com- 
pany : whatever is negle&ted, that muſt go 
on, and pive no place to intermiſhons, no, 
not for a moment; You muſt not fay to. godli- 
neſs, as Felix did to Paul; Go thy way for this . 
time, when [ have a more convenient ſeaſon I will 
ſendefor thee, Aﬀs 2.4.25. Stops in the way of 
God are noteaſily recovered : one days neglett 
brings all outof order: Profperity in Religion 
admits of no Parentheſis inits work, or conliſts 
with allowed interruptions: Piety muſt be as 
the blood that runs through every vein of your 
life, and affair in the World - In cating, drink- 
ing, talking, thinking, buying, ſ{clling, you muſt 
be ſtill driving on Wiſdom's Merchandile. Chri- 
"ſtians, follow your work, or lay down your 
Trade ; *tis vanity, yea, the way to beggery, to 
profets a Calling, and not purſue it. 


Queſt. But wherein lies this Heavenly Trade, 
which I muſt ſo make my buſineſs ? what do you 
drive at by all theſe Arguments for Heavenly 
Trading ? 


What I intend by this metaphor, I ſhall open 
to you under thele {even general Heads, as the 
mainduty of a Chriſtian, and to be carried on 
in the whole courſe of his life. "I 

1. To haveand keep upa heavenly ſpirit. 

2. To ſecure your intereſt in heavenly _ 

| 3. To 
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3 To pet in| more and more of heavenly 
Goods. | 

4 Every day to drive on heavenly work. 

5 To beheavenly in your thoughts and me- 
Citations daily. | Toy 
F 6 To keep up heavenly converfes every 

bY :. _ 

7 To improve every thing you have, meet 
with, and do, to heavenly ends and advantages. 


. Firſt, If you will drive on this heavenly - 


Trade, you muſt have and maintain a heavenly 
ipirit ; this is the ſpring of all heavenly a&ions; 
as is a man's ſpirit, ſo will his thoughts, words 
and converſation be ; look what way the ſpirit 
of a man goes, that way the man goes : They 
that are after the fleſh, do mind the things of the 
fleſh; and they that are after the ſpirit, the things 
of the ſpirit ;, That is, they that are altogether (a) 
led by their carnal affettions, (faith Willer) fol- 
lowing the duftuye of the fleſh, (faith Pareus,) 
who are govern'd by a carnal ſpirit, they mind 
and 'purſue carnal things; and they that are 
aſter the ſpirit, who arc under the rule and go- 
vernment (6) of the ſpirit, who are ſpiritually 
minded, thefe do 1avour and make after ſpiri- 
tual things. What the Prophet Ezekiel ſpeaks 
of the notion of ſecond cauſes according to 
the dire&ion' and influence of the firſt cauſe. 
Exzeh, 1. 20. Witherſoever the ſpirit was to go, 
they went ;, (that is the wheels,) for the ſpirit of 
the living creatmres was in the wheels : The lame 
may be ſaid of the ations of men, that they 
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are according to the motion of that ruling ſpirit 
that isin them : they that live 81 the Spirit, walk in 
the ſpirit,Gal.g.25.Calib*sfulfillingafter God,was 
the fruit of that other ſpirit he received, Numb. 
14-.24. *Tis {aid of thoſe that builded 

the houſe of God, Ezra 1. 5. that God - Pyn 
had raiſed up their ſpirits to the work, 

as birds ſtir up their young 'to fly. Then roſe up 
the chief of the Fatbers of Judah and Benjamin, 
and the Preiſts and Levites, with all thoſe whoſe 
ſpirit God had raiſed up,to go up to buuld the Houſe 
'of the Lord which 1s im Jerutalem- They that 
ſet about the work of Religion, muſt be perſons 
of raiſed Spirits, capable of aſcending to things 
above. The reaſon why no more do ſet upon 
this Heavenly Trade, is, becauſe they want this 
heavenly ſpirit; their ſpirit is-earthly, and that 
(as leaven) ſeafons their whole ſouls, and makes 
their converſations carthly : *Tis contrary to 
nature, for a carnal mind to favour ſpiritual 
things ; Such are not ſabjett ro the Spirit of God, 
neither indeed can be, Rom.$., 7. *Tis as natural, 
for the ſtone to aſcend, and waters to run back 
as for anearthly heart to love and purſue hea- 
venly things. A heavenly ſpirit ſutes heavenly 
things, and does as naturally incline the ſoul to 
things above, as the fire moves upward, and 
the water carries all that is in it to the Ocean. 
A heavenly ſpirit favours heavenly things, and 
ſtirs up heavenly deſires and motitons to divine 
things. A heavenly ſpirit conveys out heaven- 
ly. influences and ſtrength to the ſoul, and is as 
g00d blood and {pirits that trengthen the bo- 
dy, A heavenly fpirit is influenced by heavenly 
2202 K argu- 
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arguments, and prevailed with by-heavenly mo- 
tives taken from the love of God, the excel- 
lency of Chriſt; the | fuitableneſs and advantage 


of ſpiritual things to the nature of the Soul, the 


plealing and glorifying of God ;: all which ſig- 
nihes nothing to an earthly and carnal heart, 
which onely underſtands, favours, and is ated 
by carnal reaſons. and conſiderations: *Tis there- 
fore a principal part of a Chriſtians buſineſs in 
this-Heavenly Trade, (and that which is leading 
to all other duties ) to take heed to his ſpirit, 
Mal. 2. 15. to get and keep that pure and hea- 
venly. If the fountain be corrupt, the ſtreams 
cannot be good : Get your minds beam'd over 
with heavenly light, to diſcern heavenly things, 
their nature and worth ; this Pzx/ begs for the 
Saints at Epbeſw; Eph. 1..17, 18. That the 
God of our Lord Feſuu Chrift, the Father of Glory, 
may give unto you the ſpirit of wifdom and reve- 
lation ir the knowledge of him; the eyes of your 
underſtanding being enlightn'd, that you may know 
what ts the hope of his Calling, and what 1s the 
riches of the glory of his inbertance im the Saints. 
There are great hopes and glorious riches made 
over to Believers in the Goſpel, the knowledge 
of which is neceſſary to chear the: heart, and 
engage the ſoul with all its trength to make 
out afrer them. Ore thought of Chriſt ( aith 
Mr. Ball ) reaching the heart, ts more to be valued 
than all Creature-contentments whatſoever, thouzh 
rhey ſhould be enjoyed in their fulneſs for a thou- 
{ant years without imterruptian © *I'was this:\kept 
alive the Apoſtles hearts, under the dyings of 
the Lord Jeſus in their bgdics,. and fill'd m 
wit 
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with ſuch courage & joy, that they had an eye to 
ſee glorious and eternal "_ 23 Cr.10. 13. 16. 
18. While we look not at the thikgs which are ſeen, 
but at the things which are not ſeen ; for the things 
which are ſeen are temporal, but the things which 
are not ſeen are eternal. And this was their grear 
work by the Goſpel, ro make men ſee what 15 the 
fellowſhip of the myſtery which from the beginning of 
the World was hid in God, who created all things by 
Feſus Chriſt, Eph.3. 9. And having got this ſp1- 
ritual eye, a Chriſtian's duty is to keep it open, 
and fixt on things above, to preſerve it from 
the injury of Sin and Satan, to take heed of the 
vapours of a carnal heart, and the duſty motes 
of this lower World, that they fall notin and 
weaken this fight: to get eye-alve from 
Chrift, and pure annointings of the ſpirit on it 
every day, that they may ſee things inviſible, 
and thoſe great things of the other World they 
are engag'd about : The moſt diſcerning eye on 
this ſide the everlaſting Hills ſees bur darkly 
through a glaſs, and knows but in part, 1 Cor. 
13.9, 12. How carnal are the minds of moſt 
Chriſtians in this World ? the very Diſciples 
( though their eyes were bleſſed with peculiar 
fights, ) ar. 13. 16. yet had carnal appre- 
henfions of ſpiritual things, even after the 
Lord Jeſus had ſpent all his pains about them. 
Afts 1.6. Lord, wilt thou at this time reſtore 
again the Kingdom unto Iſrael ? knowing fouls 
have ſometimes cheir eyes held that they cann' t 
fee Feſms Luthe 24. 16. nor bear bilcoveries of 
his glorious truth, oh. 16. 12. that the Lord 
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of heart to believe, Luke 24.28. David, aſte® 
he had been long. a learner, yea, after he was 
wiſer than his teachers, yet cries out for more 
light. P/al. 143. 8. Canſe me to know the way | 
wherein I ſhould walk, Pal. 119. 18. Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy Law. We may ſail here (faith Mr. Hooker ) 
in daily ſearch, and when we know 
Hooker on there ss ſomething ftill beyond our 
17 of Foln knowledge, as men that travel in the 
main Ocean, they ſee nothing but wa- 
ter, and yet ſee neither ſide nor ſhore, brim nor 
bottom, and there is more water to be ſeen. All 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge are hid in | 
Chriſt, and he keeps the keys in his own hand and 
boſome, Be often looking unto Jeſus for clearer ! 
ſights of him , and the things freely given of | 
God, with the way to them. Knock often at | 
the treaſury- door, till he anſwer and open, and 
tend you away enriched with the knowledge of 
him : this is part of your Trade, to know 
Goods, and the worth of them, and how to 
buy and ſell to beſt advantage. - Alas, to what 
purpole is it to deal in Commodities that meu 
know not ? and heaveniy things are hidden 
things, beyond the ſearch of Men and Angels. 
1 Pet. 1. 12. Which things the Angels deſire to 
look into, (*) They bowed and ftooped down 
to pry into thoſe hidden ſecrets, and as it were 
to peep into the myſteries of the Goſpel; asthe 
word ſignifies ; to look a-ſquint with croſs 
eyes, every way, and with quicked obſervance, 


(*) Tapaxuyz2i, amis Oculis rel in tranſi, © quapp 
fer tranſernam aſpiccre . Bud. 
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as through a Caſement at one that paſſeth by; 


and this they did with an carneſt and reſtleſs (y) 
defire. The Apoſtle alludes to the Cherubims 
placed over the Mercy-leat, with their faces 
looking towards the Mercy-ſeat, and through 
ittothe Ark (a Type of Chriſt and Golpel-my- 
ſeries) Exod. 25, 20. as things worthy, and yet 
hard to be known, which call for an inward and 
ſpiritual eye under freſh anointings every day. 
Chriſtians, this is yonr daily-work, to follow on 
to know the Lord; to be much with the- Son 
of Righteouſneſs for healings and beamings on 
the eye of your mind, that you may be more 
capable to underſtand the whole counfel of God 
concerning you. This is a Heavenly Spirit, or 
Mind enlightened with Heavenly Wiſdom to 
eye and underſtand heavenly ſpiritual things. 

Another property ofa Heavenly Spirit is this, 
"Tis a Spirit that favours as well as ices heaven- 
ly things ; it taſts a ſweetneſs in Divine things : 
there is nothing, in all the world that fo pleaſes 
a ſpiritual mind, as ſpiritual things. So much is 
included inthat word, Rom. 8.3. Do (z)) mind 
the things of the fleſh: that is to ſavour and 
relliſh them: ſa tis rendred, Iarth. 16. 23. 
For thou ſavoureſt not the things that be of God 
It includes the Aﬀections as weil as the Under- 
Randing. A heavenly ſpirit takes drlight in hea 
yenly things, & is an ative principle that carries 
out the Soul after God and things cternal : And 
that's-your work too, to get and maintain a de- 
light in God, and Divine things ;, to cherifh 
breathings afcer heavenly things, aud preſerve 
(3) Een1Ivp tolls (2) Cporeu TIys 4 
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your ſpiritual ſenſes in exerciſe, that your ſouls 
may be-ever quick in feeing, hearing, taſting, 
{melling and feeling, the joyes and pleaſures 
that are in things above : By this means Reli- 
gion will be deſirable, Chriſt's yoke eafie, and 
his waies pleaſant, and his commands not grie- 
vous. -This is one of the moſt difficult pieces 
of Chriſtianity, to maintain the inward principle 
and ſpring of holy attions pure and lively : *Tis 
far cafjer to ſet on any external duty, than to 
keep the heart in a fit ative frame for God, 
whecti is apt to languiſh and grow out of- order 
every moment, if not kept and maintained by 
continued ſupplies from above. Prov. 4. 23: 
Keep tby heart with all diligence, for aut of it are 
the iſſues of Life. Now if you would keep up a 
heavenly Spirit. | 

Firſt. Beware of thoſe things that weaken 
1t- A Heavenly Spirit is a very tender thing, 
and muſt b2 chairly kept, or will foon ſuffer loſs ; 
"tis like the apple of the eye, that is liable to 
mjury from every duſt or ſtroak that comes 
nighit; or like Venice-glaſs, that is down and 
broken with every little touch. You cannor 
be too choice and'tender in watching and guard- 
ing this Spirit from every thing that is contrary 


[0 it. 

Take heed of carnil luits, theſeſtand between 
(od and. the ſoul, and thele reſiſt the Spirir, 
Gal. 5, 17. and fight againſt the foul. 1. Per.2.11. 
Dear ly Beloved, 1 befeech you as ftrangers and 
prlgrims, abſtain from fleſhly laſts, that war againſt 
the foul. Water is as conſiſtent winh fire, ſick- 
nets with health, deach with life, as unmortified 
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luſts with a heavenly ſpirit; and you may as 
ſafely dwell with thieſs and bloody murderers, 
as ſuffer fleſhly luſts to harbour near your 
hearts: Theſe ſuffered to hover in the foul, 
will devour your ſacrifice; and like water, 
quench this facred fire : and with the Ivy, cat out 
thenouriſhment of this heaven- born ſpirit. When 
Alexander asked Diogenes what he would deſire 
of him; that you ( faith he ) would ſtand aſide a 
little from between me and the warm Sun : fo 
a foul that knows what the views of God are, 
will deſire nothing more than the remove of 
what ſtands : between him and the warming 
ſight of this heavenly Sun. Carnal luſts are as 
venemous breath, that foon ſeize on, and weaken 
the vitals of godlineſs : Never expe& peace or 
welfare to the ſpiritual ſeed, till the bond-wo- 
man and her Son be caſt out. How ſoon have 
excellent frames been all loſt, and the candle of 
the Loftd well-nigh put out by theſe filthy 
damps that afcend from the deeps of unclezn 
and unmortified affeRions. This wrougt t 
tuch changes in 1/rae/ ; now they ſang bis prai- 
ſes, and then preſently forgat his works, P/zl. 
106. 12, Thole divine raptures could not abide, 
and what was the cauſe ? why *twas unmorti- 
fied Iuſts that had dominion over them. Y. 14. 
They luſted exceedingly im the wilderneſs, ard 
tempted God in the Deſart, and he gave them their 
requeſts, but ſent leanneſs into their ſouls. This 
foon broyght the Jews from being conquerours, 
to captives , that they did not purſue their \i- 
Rories, and drive 0.2t the Cinannites out of 
the valleys, as we!) as the mountains, 7«dy. 1419. 

We 4 cb. 2, 3+ 
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ch. 2, 3. This want of mortificaton in Believers 
is the cauſe that their corruption do ſo often 
give check to their graces, and make their 
choice heavenly frames ſo ſhort-liv'd and mu-. 
table. [O curſed pleaſures! O damnable eaſe 
bought with the Joſs of God / envufod..] 0 
Chriſtians ! guard your ſpirit from thoſe filthy 
and fleſhly lufts, as Phyſicians do fortific the ſpi- 
rits againft malignant vapours, if ever you will 
maintain a graciousand heavenly Spirit. 

Earthly things alſo admitted too near the 
heart; prove-the bane of a heavenly ſpirit : 
theſe, like a ſtone at the bird's leg, pluck it 
down when it attempts to be upon the wing: 
Worldly affetions, when they exceed their 
bounds, are like waters that overflow the banks; 
they carry down all heavenly motions before 
them. Earthly things are the Devils lure to 
_ profeſſing Chriſtians, which draw down their 
tofty meditations, when they are in chaſe of 
things above; as the Fowler allures down 
the towring Lark when hovering aloft in the 
gentle air. The Devil deals with earthly men, 
as Nateralifts ſay men do with Bees ; when they 
[warm and are flying away, they throw up duſt, and 
they featter again : Yo doth Satan when their. 
thoughts are up upon heavenly things; he caſts 
n the duſty thoughts of this world, and they 
icarter them again. Demas hath ſorſaken me, 
raving loved this preſent world, 2 Twm.4. 10. 
Earthly things draw away the heart from God, 
his work and intereſt : How often do thele in- 
terrupt, if not countermand the moſt ſerious 
thoughts of gracious fouls * and where they 
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cannot as a Maſter command, they will as neigh- 
bours be often coming in, and hinder the ſoul in 
its moſt weighty - buſineſs, if the door be not 
lockt againſt their unſeaſonable viſits. Worldly 
luſts muſt be denied, as well as ungodlincts, by 
thoſe- that intend to live righteouſly, toberly 
and godly in this preſent world, Ti. cap. 2. 
v.'11,”12. Earthly things are good fervants, but 
bad Maſters; uſeful in their place ; as fire in the 
hearth is profitable, but in the thatch danger- 
ous and as unruly Servants, and untamed Colts 
are ſeyviceable - when reduced to their place, 
and kept under government- \\ orldly. thoughts 
are .as ſome roots that muſt be often trod 
down, or they will ſpill up and feed in our 
hearts. Chriſtians, have a ſpecial ſtrong guard 
againſt the encroachments of your earthly at- 
fairs, if ever you will ſecure the thrivings of a 
heavenly ſpirit, . | 

: Take heedalſo of grieving the Spirit of Grace, 
which maintains and relieves this heaveuly ſpi- 
rit: As the ſpring is to the ſtreams; ſo is tho 
holy Spirit to this heavenly ſpirit in Believers, 
that feeds and fapplics it from his own nature : 
Now to grieve this Spirit, is to provoke him 
to: withhold his gracious communications to the 
ſoul. Epheſ. 4 30. 'Ard grieve not the holy Spirit 
of God whereby you ere ſealed tothe day of redemp- 
tron : Which implies, thar this Spirit of Grace 
being gricved, ſulpends its comforting ſealing in- 
fluences towards the ſouls of Believers. This 
Scripture is taken from J/a. 63. 10. Bu « yy 
they rebelled ard vexed his holy Spirit, 
therefore he was turned to te their enemy, and be 
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fought a74inſt them : They grieved his Spirit, as 
the word {ignifies; and this broke that amicable 
| accord between the Spirit and them, that he be- 
3 came thcir enemy, and cut off all ſuccours from 
| | them; yea; comes forth againſt them - And 
that which grieved the Spirit of God, was, the 
abuſe of its kindneſs, Verſe g. 1n all ther af- 
flickions he was afflitted, and the Angel of his pre- 
| EC /ence ſavedthem ; in his lone and in hu pity he re- 
deemed them, and he bare them, and carried them 
all the dxys of old. Nothing does more grieve 
the Spirit of God, than the abuſe of his kindneſs 
and tender mercy to his people ; when the Lord 
hath been opening the bowels of his pity to 
Souls in ſaving and redeeming mercy, and hath 
been ſhedding abroad his love upon them, bear-: 
ng with, and carrying of them for. a long time, 
and all this is ſlighted and coantemned, and the 
Soul rakes no notice of all this Grace, but Mill 
perteveres in its evil courle;. this grieves the 
Spirit, and cautfeth him to withhold his tender 
mercy, and quickening influence from the Soul, 
and it becomes weak as water, and withergin all 
the leaves of her ſpring,Ezek. 17.19. Pla. 104.29; 
As the member languiſhes when -it can no lon 
ger receive influences from the head: and the 
branch withers when the root communicates no. 
tap to it - So is it with the Saul when the Spirit 
\ ceates from all its gracious cofnmunications, as 
( it docs when grieved by thote he loves and la- 
| bours with : not as if the Divine Spirit could be 
+ Capable of paſſions and perturbations, as crea- 
*5 ; tures are : But then may the holy Spirit be ſaid 
* 7d be gricved , when gracious. Souls do that - 
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which is enough to grieve one that tenderly af- 
fefts us, and by all means feeks our eternal | 
good. Now two things uſually grieve ſuch a 
one : Firft, Injuries from a friend. Secondly, 
The ſufferings of a friend. Unkindnefs from 
thoſe we love, does uſually fit nearer our 
hearts, than any Injuries from ſtrangers or cnc- 
mies : we uſually exſpet more regard from 
fuch, and therefore are more troubled at dit. 
appointments: And ſuch is the tenderneſs of the 
Sp:rits ro Believers, that want of love, or injury 
from ſuch is more abulive, and carries in it all 


that which in izs nature is grieving. Again, we 


ufually grieve, at the evils of thoſc we love; 
and fuch-are the fins of Believers, they are inju- 
rious to themtelves, and enemics to their own 
Souls: This-the Spirit of God ſees that gra- 
cious Souls, by their carnal affefions, and len- 
ſual' paſſions, by their corrupt communications, 
and fleſhly luſts, do not onely reſt him, and 
fruſtrate his work in them ; but theſe alſo in- 
jure and endanger their own Souls : by theſe they. 
lofe many a mercy, and draw upon them many 
afflitions and fatherly diſpleafure from Gad- 
againſt them ; and this grieves the Spirit to lce, 
and this removes his preſence, and hinders his; 
comforting, quickening operations, by rea{on 
of which their {pirits fail, and become cold and 
weak to every heavenly -ation, Your work: 
Chriſtians 1s to be tender of the Spirit, to take 
heed you be not unkind to his perlon, that you 
do not undervalue his gracivus communic4- 
tions, or reſiſt his internal operations. Take 


heed of unthankſulnefs for his kindneſfles , of 
lleighting 
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f:ghting his counſels, of unſuitable walking t* 
his rules and mercies, if you would not griev 

him, and fo deprive your ſelves of his quicken” 
ng influences on your fpirits. That's the firſt : 
Beware of tholc things that weaken this hea- 
venly Spirit. 

' Secondly, If you would maintain a Heavenly 
Spirit ; get a!l the nouriſhment you can for it - 
As the body is nouriſhed by. food, and the ani- 
mal ſpirits by contributions of joy and content- 
ment ; fo is this Heavenly Spirit by all the means 
and helps God hath appointed to this end, 1 Tx, 


$774 FIMUEVOS. 4+» of nouriſhed up Fr. the word of Fed 
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faith, and of good doftrine, where- 
unto thou haſt attained. The Word and Ordi- 


nances are to the inner-man, as nouriſhing food 
to the outward, which ſtrengthens the ſpiritual 
part, and maintains its vigour and aRivity. Tz- 
mothy had tmbibed the Doftrine of the Goſpel to- 
gether with his milk, (faith Calvin;) and had made 
continual progreſſes im the ſame to that dey, which 
aid fo greatly ſtrengthen and nouriſh him in his 
faith and. graces, The word of God is ſuited, 
ſent and commiſſioned to the ſervice and advan- 
rage of your graces *tis the way by which the 
Lord Jctus maintains and encreales ſpiritual life 
and growth. in the new-born foul. 1 Per. 2.2. 
As new born babes'\defire the ſincere milk, of the 
Mord, that ye may grow thereby. Attend upon all 
the Ordinances of God, where they are purely 
and powerfully adminiſtred : Be mich in read- 
ing the Scriptures, and ſuch helps as the Lord 
gives you for your infſtruion and oO 
i Tim. 4. 13. Give attendance to reading, -_ exe 
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hertation, to dottrine ;, meditate upon theſe things ; 
give thy ſelfe wholly to them, that thy profirng may 
appear to all. V. 15. (a) Be thou im them - as 
the words are ; that is, excrciſe thy ſelf with 
theſe continually, conſtantly, and with all thy 
might z let not a day paſs without reading, me- 
ditation, and ſecret prayer, that the inner-man 
may have all t that are necdful and 
(b) appointed for its ſtrengthening. Your bodies 
can better want their appointed food, than your 
fouls their daily bread : The want of conſtant 
feeding, and found digeſtion of ſpiritual provi- 
ſions, 1s one cauſe of that ſoul-leannels, and fpiri- 
tonal languiſhing that abounds every where this 


ay. 

"Thiraty, If you will keep up a Heavenly Spi- 
rit ; be much in communion with the Father 
of Spirits. Fellowſhip with God puts a ſtamp 
of Heaven upon the ſoul, and leaves an impreſs 
of the Divine Nature on it. 2 Cor. 3. 18. But 
we all with open face, beholding as in aglaſs the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image 
from glory to glory by the Spirit of the Lord, Views 
of God, though but through the glaſs of Ordi- 
nances, have an aſhimulating virtue, and do tranſ- 
from the mind into his own likeneſs. When 
Aﬀoſes was taken up into a nearnefs to God, he 
gets ſome abiding beams of his glory upon 
him, and comes of with divine ſhines on his 
countenance, Exod. 34.35. When the Lord Jc- 


(4) 2 T&T015 i314, Hijce be exerceto jugiter conjlanier vehbc= 
menter. Buc. (b) Whileſt thou dolt not follow the di- 
reCing light of the Spirit, thou ſhalt never have the 
quickening, cheriſhing beams of it. Culver, 
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tus was got on to a high Mountain apart, and 
had more near fellowſhip with Heaven, 'tis ſaid - 
He was transſigured, and his face did ſhine. Near- 
neſs to God does wonderfully warm and quicken 
the heart, as approaches of the Sun do the body. 
With thee ts the fountain of life, in thy light ſhall 
we ſee light,Plal. 36.9. As the being of ſpiri- 
tual Life lies in union with God in Chriſt by 
Faith; fo is its well-being maintained by com- 
munion with him in the Spirit, who ſupplies the 
Soul with quickenings, as the Fountain doth the 
Veſſel that's put under it, with waters : God is 
in hicaſelf the Eſſential Life, and to his people 
the fountain of Liſe. (c) Thou Lord ( laith one) 
ert life by thy Eſſence, and the fountain of life 
by communion; from thee all life flows out, gnd 
runs down unctſſantly. In fellowthip the Lord 
Telus lets out himſelf, Love and Spirit ; and this 
attraRs ti;c heart afrer God, and trengthens 
the Souls motions after him. Every at of fel- 
lowſhip with Chriſt here ( ſaith Mr. Reyner ) # 4 
ſtep Heaven-ward : By it the heaat is raifed at- 
ter God, ſweetly refreſhed and ſtrengthened 
with ſpiritnal ſtrength. To live in fellowſhip with 
God ( ſays the ſame Author) ro live ar the 
Uigheſt rate under Heaven, next to Heaven , yea 
as in a corner of Heaven, to live in the higheſt Re- 
gion of Chriſtianity, — tis the Life of Paradiſe, an 
Evangelical, yea Angelical and Celeſtial Life, m 
compariſon whereof the moſt men and_women are 
aerd. Communion with God does wonderfully 
(C) Tu Domin® es vita per > mam & tons wita per 
communionem, & te 0nris vita effiut as inc ffarer preflutt, 
Jo. Paul. Palant. 
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nouriſh the Heavenly Spirit, and fatten the ſpi- 
ritual part of Believers: Sch ( ſaith Reyzer) 
ſucka honey-comb, eat fat things full of mairow, 
and drinke wine on the lees well refined, ſpiced wine. 
O Chriſtians; preſs aſter ncarneſs to God in 
Ordinances and Duties ; reſt not in higheſt pri- 
viledges without {piritual converſe with God 
in them, and communications of his Love and 
Life through them. 

Fourthly, Cheriſh heavenly motions in your . 
hearts, and be tender of all the breathings of 
the Spirit upon you. It may be the Lord comes 
in upon the heart with ſome Spiritual Light or 
Life, in a Sermon, or in a Duty, or when alone, Oe Pp 
ſtirring up thy delires, and warming thy at- 
ſeQions, making ſome offers of grace, and help 
to thy dull and languiſhing foul ; take heed now 
how thou ſlighteſt or ſtifleſt thele : this is one 
ſep to the quenching of the Spirit, and impeding 
its = aſſiſtance, and vital operations on 
thy foul : 1 Theſe 5. verſ. 19. Quench net the 
Spirs. He that will kindle a fire, gathers up 
every little coal, and makes the moſt of the 
leaſt (park. The ſhavings of gold are gold, and 
the ſmalleſt -breathings of the Spirit are to be 
highly prized : He that checks the firſt motions 
of the Spirit, may never meet with the ſecond : 
and hethat flights the leaſt gifts of grace, may 
forever mils, of its larger doles- O to whata 
height might grace come in thy ſoul, it every 
ſtirring of 3t were improved ! God defpiles not 
the day of thy ſmall things z how unreaſonablc 
is it thou ſhould'ſt overlook his / The Lord Jc- 


.4y5(Chriſtians)doth nouriſh and cheriſh the leaſt 
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good that is in you Epheſ. 5.29. O be tender 
of whatever communications cofne from him 
to you! This wili abundantly help on the en- 
livenings and enlargements of this Heavenly 
Spirit. we I 

*Fifthly, Dwell much in the meditation of 
Heaven this will heavenlize your ſpirit : *Twas 
this made the Apoſtles perſons of ſuch heavenly 

ſpirits; they did often look to things above. 
' 1 Cor. 418. While we look not at the things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen, No 
affliction could diſcourage them from owping 
and profeſſing Chriſt; nor earthly comforts al- 
fure their delires and delights from Chriſt ; 
and that which ſo ſtrongly guarded their 
hearts from either of theſe dangers, was a 
firm perfwaſion of an intereſt in future 
olory, and a diligent obſerving eye vpon 
this glory: a levelling look at this mark 
does wonderfully raiſe the heart towards 
it, and put ina new ſpirit and life into the ſoul, 
ſtrongly engaging all its attempts towards the 
enjoyment of it: Frequent contemplations of 
Heaven do much wean the heart from this 
Earth. If thou remembreft thou art not of this 
world, earthly things ſhall onely be admitted 
into the Court of the Temple, not into the 
heart, which is the Holy of Holics, Burg. on 
17. F-h. How contemptibly did thoſe Worthies 
of old look on this world, when once they got 
ſights of Heaven! Heb. 11, They counted them- 
{elves ſteangers and pilgrims on the Earth ; were 
not mindful of their own Country z went out 
fromit; would no more return to it; ſought 
| -an 
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an heavenly Countrey; were perſwaded of 
thoſe great and glorious things above; and em- 
braced them; laid hold of them by faith: and 
made after them : and that which did ſo power- 
fully work over their ſpirits to theſe things 
above, was their believing ſights of them. 
V. 1;. Theſe all dyed inthe Sethe not having re- 
ceived the promiſes, but having ſeen them afar 
off ;, that is, the thing s pivrer> (viz. )beavenly 
things, of which C:inaan was a type. So (4) Pa- 
reus refers the participles here to the things 
ſignified of the promiſe, that heavenly Country 
which they only delired. Things neareſt Hea- 
ven (faith one) rake leaſt care of the Earth : The 
Fowls of the Air neither plow nor ſew. The glory 
of the world ſeems little tro one that dwells 
much on the believing views of Heaven. *Tis 
laid of Fulgentiue, That when he beheld the ſplen- 
dour and joy of Rome, the glory of the Roman 
Nobility, the triumphant pomp of King Theodo- 
rick, he was ſo far from Fs. tak-n with #, tha: 
it raiſed up his deſires after heavenly joys the more, 
ſaying, How beautiful may the Celeſtical Jervuſa-. 
lem ve, when teriftical Rome ſo glitrereth ! If 
ſuch hononr be given to lovers of vanity, what glo- 
ry ſhall be imparted to the Saints, who are lover: 
and followers of truth! Serious thoughts of Hea- 
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' ven will inflame the deſires after it : Our Cor- 


verſation 1s in Heaven (ſaith Pan!) whence all« 
we look for the Saviour, who ſhall change our wil: 
bodies into the likeneſs of his glorious body. Phil. 
3-20. We wait, hope for, and expe& Hezven, 
(4) Tri participta rejero ad promiſfionis rem ſeniſicatar: 
Patriam Cleſtem quam _ de frderabant, 
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to be where this bleſſed Countreyis; the breadth 
and length of which we: now look into by faith. 
If your thoughts be much on Heaven, your long- 
ings will be much' for Heaven.: - I have read of 
" ene being in his journey towards Feruſalem, 


thought he ſaw famous Cities in his way, and 


met with mary friendly entertainments; yet 
would -oſten lay, I muſt not ſtay here this is 
_. ot Jeruſalem : So will thy heart ſay. C if thou 
'converſeſt much in Heaven now ) when thou 
meeteſt with- the moſt defirable comforts of 
this liſez yet this is not Heaven, my affeions 
muſt not ſtay here. Allow time every day to 
take ſome turns in the upper world, and to get 
thy heart held in the galleries above; where 
are the ſweeteſt delicacies, and moſt delighting 
views. to take thy heart, and ſublimate thy 
affeRions to thele pure and eternal things ? 
Sixthly, If you would keep up a Heavenly 
Spirit; be much exerciſed in heavenly ations; 
As is mens employments they arc moſtly. verſed 
bout, ſo ulually is their ſpirit : ARions 
ftrengthen habits: Men that are much taken 
1p about carthly things, are earthly-minded; 
their ſpirits being tintured with the things they 
ave. much to do with: Such are heavenly 
:&tions to gracious ſouls; they draw forth and 
excrcile their graces : uſe makes men ready, 
and adapts their {pirits to their' work. The 
Apoſtle makes this an evidence of ſtrength in 
grace, that Tuch are much in the exerciſe of it. 
Heb.5. 14. Strong meat belongeth to them who 
are of full aze ; even thoſe who by reaſon of uſe 
hve their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and. 
| evil. 
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evil, ' Themere you tare converſant; about baly 
things, the ſtronger _ will be the bent of your 


. fpirit to: thems3 + the more facile and. pleaſant, 


will Religion /be, and the: indiſpoſition of your 


. fpirit to itmore abated. Prov. 10. 29. The way 


of the Lord is ftrength to the apright. The more 
you walk in it, the leſs weary will you bez the 
more pleaſure will you find in it, and the more 
propenſe will your ſpirit be to it. This is-the 
firſt  work- in Wildom's.Merchandiſe 3 to get 
and keep:up a Heavenly 'Spirt.::: "— 
Sccondly, Another picce:of your Heavenly 
Trade: is, 0 fecure your iritereſt in heavenly. 
things. This is part: of: awns..bufineſs; jo the 
world, to fecure their intergfb in the things they 
have : they'mark their goods, and. brand: their 
eatttoe, and 'ſer>their names ' on the things,they 
have, 'thar: their intereſt» im thera mighd - be 
known 1 And this. is the prreat. concern of Wil- 
dom's' Merchams :alfo, to make good their 
daim to;-and. prove their propriety im the things 
of Heavenand Glory: Theſe are worth: the le- 
curing, bemg- things of infinite moment, and 
eternal doyarion 3: othet things are nor.' O what 
folly is it to irive for ſhadows} and loſe the {ub- 
Nance ; to. per and ſecure Koules, Lands, and 
Reputation for your Children, 'and to loſe your 
fouls! As he that complained when he was to 
dye ; That he muſt-burn in Fell for ever, for get- 
ing an eſtates for his Son, : and. neglething his own 


ſoul , What 'will t profit 4 man to'gain the whole 


world, and loſt his own foul ? "Matt. 16.24. To 
make all things elfe ſure, and leave God, Grace 
and Glory to an uncertainty. As Ceſar Borgia 

L 2 bewail'd 
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' bewail'd when too late, ſaying when. he was 
near death ; I have endeavonred to ſecure me 
a8 ainſt every danger but death \, and having never 
thought of death, maſt now die. Things eternal 
will then appear-the greateſt when men come 
to dye ; then an intereſt in God, pardon and fal- 
vation will -be vallued beyond ten thouſand 
worlds: And is it not worth the looking after 
now * 


whamiſcarries in his All, and hath nothing left 
but the rormenting ſenſe of what he hath loft, 
and the intolerable burden of what he hath 
found, as the fruit of his often cautioned folly ? 
'Tis a dreadful thing to be diſappointed of 1al- 
vation-hopes: What if thou ſhould'ſt miſs of 
glory at laſt, and thy end ſhould be to be 
cut off, and to have: thy portion with Hypo- 
crites in that Lake which burns with fire and 
brimſtone, where the worm never dicth, and 
the firc is never quenched ? Marky. 44. How 
could'ſt thou bear, if when thou thinkeſt to en- 
ter into the joy of the Lord, then in a moment 
to be thruſt into the place of -tormene ? and 
when thou dreameſt of — into Abra- 
ham's bolome, where is eternal pleaſures : to fall 
into the hands of God, who is a conſuming fire ? 
this is fearful, . 

And yet this may be thy caſe. Think how 
poſſible, nay how eaſy *tis for men to be de- 
cciv'd in kcfler matters, and that they who have 
had the higheſt confidences of a future bleſſed- 
neſs, have been miſtaken at laft, and all their 
hopes have expir'd as a talling Meteor, and 

| come 


And what can compenſatethe loſs of that ſoul, | 
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come to nothing, Fob. 27. 8. For what is 
the hope of the hypocrite though he hath 
ained much, when God taketh away his ſoul ? 
en may think themſelves to be ſomething, 
and yet be nothing Gal. 6. 2, Come with con- 
fidence to the Bridegroom's doors, and demand 
an entrance as the fooliſh Virgins did, and yer 
be rejetced. Mar. 25. 11, 12. Afterward came 


. alſo the other Virgins (that is when the door 


was ſhut )) ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to #7, but he 
anſwered and ſaid : verily I ſay unto you, 1 know 
you not. They may feem to have hav reaton 
for their claim, and produce evidences of their 
hope, and yet be turned away as workers of 
iniquity. Aat.7. 22,23. Lord, have we not 
propheſied in thy name ? have caſt ous Dewls ? 
and in thy name have done many wonderful works ? 
And then will I profeſs to them, I never knew you ,. 
depart from me ye workers of iniquity : The heart 
is deep and deceitful, who can know it? none 
but he who ſearcheth the deep things of God 
can reach this bottom, and bring to light the 
hidden things thereof : The work of grace is 
a ſecret full of myfteries, that none can open 
and fully know, but the eternal Spirit that 
formed it-in the worab of a Believer*s heart - 
Seeming grace hath fo near a reſemblance ro 
ſaving grace, that it puzzels the moſt curious 
and fearching eye (if not entightn'd with a 
beam from Heaven ) to diſcern the difference 
beſtes, the ſlender meafurcs of the Spirit thar 
moſt have attained to in this life, with the fub- 
till infinuations, tte falſe reprefentarions, and 
teacherous preva! ications of that bloody ang 
| L 3 trrecogr 
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irreconcilable enemy of mankind, all which 
conſpire to put.a cheat upon the proſeſſing 
Chriſtian, and render his Salvation. exceeding 
doubtful. And ſuppoſe = ſtate ſhould be ſafe, 
yet how perplexing and full of anxiety is it, to 
have the leaſt Caldicion of thy. unſoundnels ? 
To have the life of thy precious ſoul hang in 
ſuſpence, and to be unreſolv'd in Fat great caſe, 
whether thou muſt hve or die to all eternity / 
O! how tormenting and heart-ſinking is this! 
An awakened Soul that cannot reſt in fin, nor 
yet hope in grace, or upon any Scripture-war- 
' rant come to a determination about his real in- 
tereſt in God, and things .cternal, is like a 
troubled Sea that cannot reſt; Inftruments of 
Muſick cannot allay its difquietude, no Creature- 
comforts can charm its heart toa peaceful com- 
poſure : wha does in reallity but ſuſpe& his 
eternal welfare, and but think he _ reads this 
hand-writing on tho wall : ene, mene, tekel 
upharſin : Thou art weighed inthe balance, and art 
found wanting, Dan. 5. 25. 27. Nothing in all the 
\\ orld can be a Plaiſter broad cuough for ſuch a 
wound, no Cordial can cheer that heart, tili 
Grace decides the controverſy, and affures the 
Soul of an unqueſtionable title to the 'Heir of 
all things, and to the inheritance with the Saints 
in ligit,; And have you not reaſon then to be 
reitlets till your propricty in theſe glorious 
treatures be atteſted 5 which, thouph difficult, 
yet is poſſible and feaſible to all that follow 
Wildom's counſel in order to it ? Theecternal 
truth hath opened a way to the deciſion of this 
queſtion, whether ] have eternal life or, oo, : 
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laid down certain marks of a Soul intitled to 
things above. 1 Fob. 5.13. Theſe things have 
I written ta you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have 
eternal "ſ; Verſ. 12. 19 Chap. 3. 14. The 
Lord hath charged this to be the duty of all 
that profeſs their hopes of glory, to make their 
Calling and Election ſure, 2 Pet. 1. 10. To ex- 
amine themſelves whether they be inthe Faith, 
2 Cor 13. 5. To ptove their own work, that 
they may have rcjoycing in themſelves, Gal. 
6. 4. which he would never have done where ir 
impoſſible : He hath alfo promited the Spirit to 
help them in this work, and to lead them into 
all truth, bearing witneſs with their ſpirits that 
they are the Lords Fob. 16. 13. Rom. 8. 16. 
And upon this very raccount  exhorts them to 
holineſs, that they might not impede this ſealing 
wotk of the Spirit Eph. 4. 32. And upon the 
arrival to this certainty, hath enſured great con- 
{olation and advantage, 2 Per. 1.8, 10, 11. All 
which words ſignific nothing and refle& unrigh- 
teouſneſs on the ſpirit of truth, were not an evi-. 
dence of right to thefe heavenly things ob- 
tainable. ; 


Queſt. Bur how may I come to the knowledge of 
this deſirable truth; that Heavenly Freaſures 

_ are ſurely mine, and that I may make a wat- 
rantable claim to God, to Chriſt, and theſe things 
ofthe other World ? 


Sol. 1. Firſt, By your conjugal union with 
the Heir of Heaven : AJl things in Heaxen and 
| WO Of L 4 by Earth 
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Earth are Chriſt's, he is the Heir of all things 
fi. 1. 2,— Hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken to us 
by his Son, whom he bath appointed Heir of all 
things: All things in Heaven and Earth are his 
by donation, purchaſe and inheritance juridicaly 
conferred over to him in the new covenant, 

and aually put into his hand, upon the figiſhing 
of his meritorious werk and victory over 
- ,. , d9Jeath. Mart. 28. 18. All power 
TE474 bLoudie, ;, given to me in heaven and 
Earth: Lawful power , right, priviledg and 
authority, ( as the word imports, and with this 
is the Lord Jeſus inveſted, and hath all ings 
put into his hands, and all creatures under his 
feet, Heb. 2. 7, 8. And all right to true riches 
is derived from him, through 'union with him. 
1 Cor. 23. 23. All things are yours, and you 
are Chriſt's and Griſt is God's: If you are 
Chriſt's then all things are yours, not clſe, 
your title is founded on your marriage-relation 
to him. Gal. 3.29. And if you are Chriſt's, 
then are you Abrahm's ſeed, and Heirs according 
to the promiſe A title to theſe glorious trea- 
ures is made over in the new covenant, which 
covenant is confirm®d in Chriſt, and made in him 
and through him ta all that are his : He is the 
way, there's no coming to theſe treaſures but 
by him; heis the door, no entring into them 
but through him : He is the treaſury it ſelf, in 
whom all the riches of grace, all the fulneſs of 
pleaſures and fatisſation liesz you muſt have 
the treafury before you can have the treaſures ; 
the well it ſelf before the waters are yours : 
He that bath the Sun bath life; hathhim by 
way 
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way of poſſeſſion, as ani owner and proprietor : 
If you have Chrift, you haye all that is his, his 
perſon and purchaſe go together; Rebekah muſt 
conſent to go and marry /ſzac before ſhe could 
be inveſted with that ſubſtance and . wealth 
which was his. This new covenant which in- 
tereſts a ſoul inthe Lord Jeſus, and his unſearch- 
able riches, is a marriage-covenant. Hof. 2. 
19, 20. Axd I will betroth thee unto me for ever, 
yea 1 will betrath thee unto me in righteouſneſs, 
and in judgment, and mm wg, 1 and in 
wercies ; I will even batroth thee to me in faith- 
fulneſs, and thou fhalt know the Lord. Ezck. 16.8, 
f entred into covenant with thee, ſaith the Lord, 
and thou became(} ming, this was a marriage- 
covenant. Fer.3, 14. Turn O back:fliding chil- 
dren, ſaith the Lord, for I am marriedto you. If 
you would ſee your title to —— treaſures, 
try your conjugal union to the Lord Jelus the 
Heir of Heaven. Every relation to Chrilt is 
not a conjugal relation. There is a general re- 
lation, as dead branches to the tree : Fob. 15. 2. 
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away. A perſon maybe in Chriſt as the luxu- 
riant branch or ſucker is in the tree, that ſucks 
the ſap of priviledges, and gets ſome nouriſh- 
ment of frames, and comforts, but brings not 


_ forth fruit, it ſprouts out of the ſtock, as proud- 


fleſh grows on the wound, but hath no righr 
union with the root, or nouriſhment from the 
head : Such are obtruders and hang-bies, which 
take the place of children, buf are firangers, 
who climb up as the theif to ſteal, but comes 
not in by the door to dwell with God: they 
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are retainers to: Chriſt's Houſe,--that now and 
then do ſome ſervice for him, and have ſome 
{craps and favours, but are no abiding members 
of his houſe; like the Apricot, that leans oi 
the wall, but is rooted in the earth. 

There is a temporary Relation alſo ; as of a 
Servant to a Maſter, where there is a propriety 
- tor a time: The ſervant comes into the houle, 
enjoys priviledges and proteRion, and doth ſome 
ſervice, is very uſeful ſor the family, and it may 
be bcloved too : ( as a ſervant. ) And fuch is the 
relation of ſome to Chriſt ;, but this differs vaſtly 
trom that union which entitles to the perſon 
and purchale of the Lord Jeſus; he is merce- 
nary ina!l he doth, and hath by-ends in his en- 
trance andecontinuance; he docs not any thing 
from pure love to Chriſt, but for ſelf reſpets 
and advantage: his welfare is not rapt up in 
the welfare of. the family, to ſtand or fall 
with it; to embark his All in the proſperity of 


that houle: he lives in the family, and upon his 


Lord, but to himſelf, and is as the Planets which 
arc carried about with the Primum mobile ;, but 
yet have a Giftin&t motion and courſe of their 
ow:1: he is in the family, but not of the ſamily ; 
and as his relation is but titular, ſo his ſtation 
is but temporary; he abides not in the houle 

for evcr, 705.8. 35. And when he goesaway he 
carrics oi nothing but his own 3 not jot of the 
inheritance is his * he hath fared well, and had 
a great dcal of credit and comfort for a time : 
put goes as he came, and is the lame; perſon 
as he was. | - 0K 


There 
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There is alſo a Concubine-Relation to Chriſt, 
which. gives the ſoul ſome ule of his kindneſs, 
but no right to his perſon. (b) A Concubine is 
one that 15 contented with ones bed, but hath na 
conjugal love ro his perſon ; neither doth ſhe paſs 
ento the busband's family , or are her children 
connted legitimate : She 1s one that cither by 
conftraint or conlent, comes over into an cxter- 
val:cammunion with another for his ute and bed ; 
but is never married to his perſon, or hath cho- 
ſen, him for her husband, to become one fleſh 
with him, to take up her delight inhim, and to 
do all from a.principle of love to him: And as 
ſhe hath not the propertics; 1o ſhc hathnot the 
priviledges of a Wiſe, for intimacy and entertain- 
ment, in relpe& of power and maintenance. Such 
is the relation that many have to Chriſt ; they 
conſent to have ſome enjoyment ot Chriſt, bur 

ave no marriage-union with him ; he is not 
theirs by choice, bur -eithe for neceſſity or ad- 
vantage to enjoy their own pleatures by tim, 
and receive ſome profit from him : the never 
{aw an excellency in him, or were ever unheart- 
ed by him, as he is by nis Spoule. Cz. 4. 9. 
T hou haſt raviſhed my heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe : 
thou haſt raviſhed (c) my heart with oneof thine 
eyes; with one cham of thy neck, Thou haſt un- 
hearted me, or ſnacht away my heart : Thetc 
never conſented to all his propoſalsin order to 


- union with hum : they never heartily gave up 


themſelves to him, nor centred. into covenant 
with-liim, and became his. And. as thev arc 
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frang2rs to an eſpouſal-ſtate ; ſoare they to a 
Spoute like diſpoſition ; they have not the tem- 
per and carriage of a wife, not the priviledges 
that fuch uſe to have ; they are not acquainted 


with his ſecrets, nor the openings of his heart, | 


and thoſe amoroys embracements peculiar to 
fuch a relation ; they are not inveſted with any 
Authority or Rule ; they have no power over 
their corruptions, nor command of theie ſpirits 
and affe:tions, that ſhould be in ſubjeRion to 
them ; Grace bears no ſway in them; fin and 
ſelf does all in their ſouls; neither were they 
evcr enrolled in his family, or owned by the 
Lord Jcfus as his Hephzibah's, nor have the al- 
lowance and ſpecial proviſions of the King's 
Bridc, and Lamb's Wife ; and as to their con- 
ceptions, and thoſe births they ſeem to have by 
FJetus Chrift, they are fpurious and illegitimate, 
and never. owned by the Lord Jeſus as the pe- 
puine products of his own Spirit. This is the 
cate of thoſe that have not marriage-union with 
Chriſt; they have no right to him or his Trea- 
_ Try then your Eſpoufal relation to 
þ rift. ; 


Queſt. How may 1 know whether I am married to 
Chriſt or no * 


Anſw. 1. Firſt, If you are married to Chrift, 
you are ſuch as have ſpecial acquaintance with 
Chriſt; you know him as none elſe do. The 
wife hath the moſt peculiar and diſtin know- 
ledge of her husband of any: Others may 
know ſomcthing, yea much of him ; _—O 
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knows him ſo much as the wife ; ſhe hath ac- 
quaintance with all his exccilencics, arid all his 
infirmities ; ſhe has the largeſt tafts of his love 
and experience of his ſweetneſs, and intimate 
converles with him of any in the world. So *tis 
with the Spouſe of Chriſt ; ſhe dwells in his 
preſence, and lodges in his arms ; ſhe fees him 
within the veil uncloath'd of thoſe coverings 
that Rand between him and the eyes of ſtran- 
gers, and conceals his amiableneſs from com- 
mon beholders : He puts afide his glorious 
Robe, and ſhews her his naked breaſt, and layes 
her hand upon his tender heart : ſhe is much 
alone with him in his chambers, where he cx- 
p_ intimacy with her, as //aac did with Ke- 

ckab, and diſcloſes the ſecrets of his heart, and 
the greateſt unveilings of his love : He tells her 
what thoughts he had upon her from all eter- 
nity z when he was in his Father's Kingdom, his 
heart was working after her, and he thought 
the time long till he came down to fee her; and 
no ſooner did he caſt his eye upon her ( though 
then ſhe lay polluted in her blood, and caft out 
into the field, tothe loathing of her perſon ) but 
his heart did burn within him towards her ;, and 
it was the time oflove : Herells her all the time 
of his hard labour in the world for her, ſecm'd 
but a few daies ; and the unſupportable burden 
of her ſins, and the Father's wrath upon him 
for her fake, ſeem'd but as nothing for the love 
he 'bore unto her. In theſe converics he aſſures 
her of his Love, Perſon and Kingdom; and how: 
ever he may ſcem in his carriages, yer his heart 
is &xt upon, and faithful to her, and fixears = 
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wiſl never, never leave her,'-but after a little 


. abſence come and reeeive her to himſelf, and 


ſhe ſhall be for ever with him. Thus he-mani- 
feſts himſelf to her, as he doth not to the world; 


by reaſon of which ſhe | becomes. ſo well ac- 


vainted with him, and knows his voice, and by 
firh ſces his ſheep, ſhe can tell by experienee 


who, and whather Beloved is, and how far bet- 


ter than other -Beloveds. There's: never foul 
that*s married to Chriſt, but hath his time, when 
he makes out fome ſpecial - diſcoveries of his 
love and (elf to it: and it can tell ſome tories 
of what Chriſt did once ſay and do unto her': 
what flights ſhe hath had of him, and giftsfrom 
him: fuch a foul can tell, how when he was 
dead, Chrift quickened him: when he was' loft, 
Chriſt ſound 'him : when he was in priſon, - Chriſt 
ſet him free : he waſhed him when in his blood, 
and poured: in -Oyl into his wounds : healed 
his backſlidings, and loved him freely : He can 


Tay with Rebekah to her brother Laban : Thus 


the man ſpake to me, and ſhewed the ear-rings and 
the bracelets, Gen. 2.4, 30. And with Fadah brings 


\ forth the Ggnet, bracelets and Raff, Ger. 38 25: 


and tells with the blind man how Chriſt opened 
his eyes, and whathe ſaid to him, Fob. cap. 9. 
ver. 15, 35, 37. ' And though by his fin and un: 
belicf he may lofe the light of him for a time, 
and be under a tulpenſe of his diſcover'd kind- 
nels : yet ifthe Believer would be true to, his 
experience, he'can diſcover ſuch an acquaintance 


_ with Chriſt as no Hypocrite ever had. 


Anſw. 2: Secondly, Another thing that will 
prove your marriageto Chrift, is your conjagal- 
love 
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loveto him. Jer. 2. 2. [remember thee, the hind- 
neſs of thy youth, the love of thy eſpouſals, when 
thou wenteſt after pre-in the wilderneſs in a Land 
6t ſown. The Lord convinceth Iſrael of the 
great decay and change of their Love to what 
it once was; there was a time when their af- 
feftions were high towards God, when he call'd 
them out of «Ayypr, took them from the Iron. 
furnace, and married them to himſelf; then no- 
thing was too hard for them; they could follow 
God in a wilderneſs, where there was nothing 
but God alone to fatisfie them ; creatures were 
wanting to allure them, and yet they could ſtick 
at nothing ; no difficultics {hbuld part God and 
them : Whence came this warmth of their at- 
fetion ? why it was there neerneſs to God that 
created them: The Lord hath taken them into 
a marriage covenant, 'and carried. them in hts 
bolome; and this inflamed their chearts aftcr 
him. When the Lord brings a foul into « 
eſpouſal-ftate, he gives them e{poulal-love; and 
that is the greateſt love: O ſweet / ſaith &z- 
tharford, were that ſicknels to be foul-fick tor 
him ; and a living death it were to dic in the 
fire of the love of that Soul-lover Jelus. The 
Apoſtle makes this an eſſential duty of a marricd 
fate, to have conjugal affeRions : 'The Hut- 
band to love his Wife as his own fleſh, and the 
Wife to love her. own Husband as her \elf, Epi. 
$* 28. Tit:2.4. And the prophet reckons this 

ove to. God as the certain fruit af their Covc- 
nant-relation to him.. //a. 56. 6. That joyn ther 
| ſelves to the Lord, to ſerve him, and to love the 
Name of the Lord, As loon as Paul had cipouſed 
F the 
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the Lord Jeſus, it appeared inhis ſupreme love 
to him; he valued nonelike Chriſt : He conntcd 
all things droſs and dnung for the excellency of the 
krowledge of Chriſt his Lord, Phil. 3.8. To be 
found him, not haviag his own righteouſneſs, v.g. 
To know him, and the power of his reſarrettion, 
end the fellowſhip of his f —urb4 being made con- 
formable to his death, v. 10. Conjugal love is 4 
perſonal love; pure love to Chriſt is ſet or 
Chriſt himſelf for himſelf, not for his gifts that 
come from him z but for thoſe excellencies that 
relidein him; *tis love to his perſon, not to his 
patrimony onely ; tis love ſprings from his 
love. r Foh.4. 19.We love him becauſe he firſt loved 
9. True affeRiohs to the Lord Jeſus are the 
births of his own love to us, a coal kindled from 
his fire- 

Conjugal love is alſo peculiar as well as per- 
fonal love; ſo far as *'tis conjugal, 'tis him, 
and none but him ; or if to Others, *tis for his 
fake: Eſpouſal love to Chriſt affeas none like 
him : If there be any perſon or thing thou 
loveſt more than Chriſt, or equal with him, thy 
affetionsto him are whoriſh, not conjugal - He 
that loveth Father. or Mother more than me, 1s 
net worthy of me: He that loveth Son or Daugh- 
ter morethan me, is not worthy of me, Mat. 10.37. 
Yea, he that doth not hate Father or Mother, 
or any thing, ſo faras it is inconſiſtent with love 
to Chrift, cannot be his Diſciple, Lrke. 14. 26. 
True love to Chriſt will let nonc/in all the world 
ſhare in that love which Chriſt hath ; *cwill take 
none into his bed bur himſelf; *cis chaſte love. 


Again, 
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lance of his well-beloved Jeſus, 
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Again, Conjugal-love is not onely to Chriſt, 
but *tis ſuch a love as longs to be found in Chriſt, 
not in himſetf © it would have all his glory and 
excellency in Chriſt : it reckons Chriſt ſor all 
that's truly honourable asto him: it would get 
as near to Chriſt as poſſible - yea it never reſts 
till in hics ; To be found 5n him, *Tis alſo ſuch 
a love as conforms to Chriſt : love is of an aſ- 
ſimilating ſpirit; it would be like to its pecu- 
liar object, The affeRionate wife conforms as 
much as may be to her Husband : ſo *tis with 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, ſhe would in every thing 
that is imitable reſemble, him, and *tis her great 
trouble ſhe is not more like. him: what. would 
ſuch a ſoul give if his heart was like Chriſt's 
beart: if he had ſuch a ſpirit and life as the 
Lord Jeſus had on Earth ? it would be holy. as 
Chriſt is. holy; and cannot fet up a ſtand ſhort of 
that: *Tis true, the ſoul hath not ſuch a ſpirit 
as Chriſt had : *tis too proud, vain, carnal, paſ- 
Gonate, carthly, ſelfiſh, and that troubles him; 
but it can never be quiet, till he comes nearer 
to the pattern in Heaven, and to a full reſemb- 


Anſw. 4. Thirdly, Afouleſpouled to Chriſt: 
will leave all for Chriſt : that's the condition of 
marriage between Chriſt and his Bride, P/al.45. 
v. 10. 11. Hearken O Daughter and conſider,and 
#ncline thine ear : forget alſo thine own people, and 
thy Fathers bouſe, ſo ſhall the King greatly deſire 
thy beauty : for ht is thy Lord, ana worſhip thou 
him: As if he ſhould ſay, weigh and confider 
the terms '.on which this match is to be con- 
eluded between Chriſt and LONG If you wil 
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be his, you muſt leave all for him; you muſt 
forſake all your other lovers, friends, in- 
tereſts, comforts for Chriſt, ſo far as theſe hinder 
your love to Chriſt; your communion with, and 
ſerviceableneſs unto him. When the Woman 
comes to be married, ſhe leaves her friends, 
Fathers houſe, Countrey, and all to come and 
five with him that ſhall be her Husband. Ke- 
beckah left her Father,Brother,Friends and Coun- 
try to go to Iſaac, Gen, 24. 58. Andthey called 
Rebekah, and ſaid unto her, wilt thou go with this 
man? and ſhe ſaid I will go. That ſoul that can- 
not conſent really and conſiderately to part with 
all for Chrift, never yet came up to marriage- 
terms : The treaty between Chriſt and that ſoul 
never went far enough tor a concluſion; and if 
it go no farther; if thy ſoul cannot ſeal to this, 
to part with all thy intereſts, thy deareſt com- 
forts; yea thy ſelf for Chriſt, the match muſt 
after all be broken, and Chriſt and thee part at 
laſt, yea part for ever, O foul ! try thy heart - 
in this; here lies the knot, the vertical point 
this is the moſt difficult 6f all Chriſt's propo- 
fals, and that the foul is longeft conſenting toy 
even the letting go all for Chrift: His perſon 
may pleaſe well enough ; his eſtate is deſirable 
for a reverlion ;. but now to take leave of, and 
to go with Chriſt, this is the hard faying : Per- 
fons would have Chriſt and the world roo, 
Chriſt and friends too, Chriſt and reputation, 
peace, liberty, pleaſure, and ſelf too; and if this 
will not be granted, break the bargain : but if 
ever Chrift 2nd you have cloſed, and you are 
his, and he yours, you cannot count any thing 
Op | tos 
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too dear to part with for him, or to let go af 
his bidding -- If Chriſt calls for Eſtate, Husband» 
Wife, Children, an //aac, a Benjamin, a right 
Eye, aright Hand, all muft go ; and you muſt 
part with them freely and chearfully, as Abra- 
ham did with Iſaac. Gen. 22. 3. Abraham Tofe up 
early in the morning, and ſadled his Aſſes , and 
rook two of his young men with him, and Iſaac his 
Son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering ,and 
went unto the place of which God bad told him: 
Not as Facob did part with Benjamin, by con- 
ſtraint, and grudgingly, Ger. 43. 11. If &t muſt 
be ſo now, do this, & ec, He was almoſt ſtarv'd be- 
fore he would content to part with Benjamin, 
and when hedid, he lets him go laft of all: he 
parts with the beſt fruits of the Land, Balm, Ho- 
ney, Spices, Myrrh, Nuts, Almonds, double mg- 
ney, any thing firft; at laſt Benjamin was ſcrew- 
ed out too: Many muſt have their comforts 
wrench'd out of their hands before they will 
let them go; but this is not love to Chriſt. A 
foul married to Chriſt will ſay with Mephibo- 
ſheth concerning his Land; Let Zibah take all, 
for as mich at my Lord the King 1s come again in 
peace to his own houfe, 2 Sam. ; - 38. Solet God 
rakeall my eftate, ftrength, liberty, comforts, 
ſecing the Lord Joſus is come home to my ſoul 
in peace : Hanfes, Lands, Friends,Credit, Peace, 
Life, may be dear, but Chrift wilt be dearer if 
he and you are one fleſh. Af Bavaria (faid 
George Carpenter) is not ſo dear to me as my 
Wife and Children; yet for Chriff®s ſakg ] wilt 
for ſake them chearſully. Do you thinkme ſuch 4 - 
Fool (faid Ogvier to one = tempted him =_ 
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life and preferment) that / ſhould change eterna? 
things for temporal. Lofs of goods is great, (faith 
Hooper ) but loſs of God's grace and favonr is 
greater? Love is never throughly ſcen till it 


comes' to parting: O the tuggings , holdings, 


ſhifts and reaſonings that men will have before 
they will part with that they dearly love - 
Now it will appear (faith Philpot) what we love 
beſt, for tothat we love we will ſtick, : If Chriſt 
have moſt of your hearts, you will ler fall every 
thing out of your hands to hold faſt Chriſt - 7 
have (ſaid M. Bale) exil'd my ſelf for ever from 
mine , own native Countrey, Kindred , Frierds, 
Acquaintance , which are the great delights of 
this life, and am well contented for the ſake of 
Chris, 

Anſw. 4. Fourthly,A Soul married to Chriſt, 
ſtays, and lives on Chriſt. The Wife caſts her 

ſelf upon her Husband's love and care for her 
" ſupplies, and lives on his allowance for all her 
proviſions: *tis ſuſpitious for a married Woman 
to be maintained by ſtrangers, and to live on 
other men for what ſhe needs; *tis the Huſ- 
bands duty to to provide for his. own, and to 
nouriſh and cheriſh his Wiſe as the Lord the 


Church, Eph. 9. 25. and *tis the Wives duty to: 


90 to and rely on his faithfulneſs for it : So ?ris 


with the Soul that hath eſpouſed Chriſt, it is to 


ive on Chriſt for all it needs ; they that take 
Chriſt aright, take him for their All,not for bet- 
teror worſe, for richer or poorer; as Women 
take their earthly Husbands, (for Chriſt is al- 


* Ways beſt of all, always exceeding rich, and full 


. of unſearchable treaſures,,) but to take him for 
X their 
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—— 


' their only and ſufficient portion at all times, 


and inall eſtates. * Lam. . 24. The Lord is 
portion, ſaith my Soul, therefore will I traſt in 
him. Lord, (aid Paulinus, when his City,Gold © 
and Silver was taken away) let not the loſs of 
theſe things tronble me ; for thouart all, and more 
than all theſe to me (Shaw's Tombſtone, p. 33+) © 
Chriſt is the Believers Al} in the Tak. 22d God 
- All in All at theend. Jr hath pleaſed the Fa- 
ther that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, and un- 
der him all things ſhould be put, 2 Col. 1. 19. Heb. 
2. 8. Andthis is for the ſupply, comfort and 
bleſſednels of thoſe that are his. Eph. 1. 23. 
Which 1s the body, the fulneſs of him who filleth all 
mall. Whatever Chriſt hath {as Mediator) is 
the Churches for her uſe and profit : If men 
have plenty of liquors, they. fill their veſſels 
with them ; if they have much riches, they 
place them in their treaſury, ſo doth Chriſt diſ- 
pole-of his fulneſs. for his Churches good : 
bence *tis the Spouſe of Chriſt comes leaning. 
on her Beloved from the Wilderneſs, Carr. 8.5. 
and dares adventure her All on the love and ſuf- 
ficiency of her loving and lovely Lord; ſhe is 
full of failings, but ſhe lives on him for righ-. 
teouſneſs ; many are her weakneſſes, but he 
goes to Chriſt for ſtrength. 1/a. 45. 24. Sure- 
ly ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have 1 righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength : She is ſenſible of many wants, 
but caſts her ſelf on the promiſe; fy God ſhall 
ſupply all your wants, Phil. 4. 19. Her hack- 
llidings, temprations, dangers,troubles and fears 
are many, but ſhe ſtays on the Lord Jeſus 
whom ſhe hath choſen for her only friend in 
| M 3; Heaven 
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Heaven and Earth, and there ſhe lays her ſelf 
down in his boſome, when wearied with difh- 
culties and doubts,and embarques her ſelf in his 
faithfulneſs for all ſhe ftand in need of, for life 
and godlineſs, for grace and glory. 

Anſw. 5. Fifthly,Fruitſulneſs to Chriſt proves 
Marriage to Chriſt : Hence the Spoulc is ſet 
forth. by Metaphors that expreſs fruitfulneſs ; 
2 Garden, not a wilderncls ; 4 wellwatered Gar- 
ae, which is uſually moſt fruitful, where the . 
Spices flow out, where the Graces of the Spi- 
rit are more operative and abundant, and Souls 
* become more fruitful in manifeſted holineſs ! 
An Orchad planted with choice and pleaſant 
fruits, Camphire , Spikenard, Saffron, Calamus, 
Cinamon, with all trees of Frankzicenſe, Myrrh 
and Ales, with all the chiefeſt Spices, which 
_ the preciouſneſs, varicty and abundance 
of grace and holineſs in thoſe who are favingly 
united to the Lord Jeſus : A flock of Sheep, 
whereof every one beareth twins, and not one 15 
barren, Cant. 4. 12, 13, 14, 16. ch. 4.2. 'Tis 
compared to the Palvz-tree, the Cdar, the Vine, 

\ the Frg-rree, a green Olive, plants famous for 
flouriſhing, growth, cluſters of fruit, conſtant 
ſruitfulneſs; *tis ſaid of the Fig-trce, it bears 
fruit all 'the year long, and'in many places they 
ſhall always find green fips on it : Such is the 
Spoule of Chriſt, compared with the world ard 
hypocrites fruitful and flouriſhing - A good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit, Mat. 7. 17. The root of 
the — yieldeth fruit, Prov. 12. 12.Where- 
Fer the grace of God is received in truth, 
there it drings forth fruit, Cl. 1. 6; As fit _ 
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forth fruit unto death, fo doth grace ' unto life, 
Rows. 6. 22. No ſooner doth the Lord Jeſus 
ceſpouſe a Soul, but he heals it of its barrenneſs : 
He maketh the barren Woman to ep houſe, Pal. 
113. 9. Every branch in me that beareth nor 
* fruit be taketh away, Fob. 15.2. A barren Chri- 
ſtian isa monſter in Religion, no living member 
of Chriſt's body; indeed there are Winter- 
ſeaſons when fruit may not appear,but even then 
*tis in the ſeed andſap; and there is a prepara. 
tive for fruit, which a@pears in the ſeaſon, but 
to be always without'the fruits of the Spirit , 
love, joy, peace,long ſuffering,gentleneſs,good- 
nels,faith, meekneſs, temperance, Gal. 5. 22, 23. 
is a ſign of one that never had marriage-union, 
and intimate communion with Jeſus Chriſt, but 
is the certain mark of a fruitleſs Fig-tree, in 
danger of cutting down, and the charaer of 
that ground which is curſed, and nigh to burn- 
ing, Luke 13.7, 9. Heb.6- 8. Souls, try your 
ſtare, *tis ſor your lives, your All depends upon 
your marriage-union with Chriſt : Had you ne- 
ver any ſpecial acquaintance with Chrift * Have 
you no conjugal love to Chriſt? Cannot you 
conlent toleave all for Chriſt? Do you uſually 
live and ſtay on other things for life and falya- 
tion, and not on Chriſt : Have you been ever 
barren ſouls, that never brought forth the fruits 
of the Spirit unto God ? then were you never 
married to Chriſt, nor have any true title to 
heavenly treaſures. 

Mark 2. Secondly, Your intereſt in heavenly 
things is known by the naturalneſs and ſupre- 
macy of your loye to them; Where the treaſure 
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\ #5, there will the heart be, Mat. 6. 21. If hea- 
venly things be yours, your heart is there ; 
worldly men have the World ſer in their hearts, 
Eccl. 3. 11. Their heart is but the Worldcopied 
oxt: So heavenly ſouls have Heaven fet in their 
hearts, which are but the counterpane of Hea- 
ven; every thing hath a natural love to hiz 
own, the World will love his own. 7ob. 15-19. 
No man ever hated his own fleſh, Eph. 5. 24. 
What. affeAions have brute beaſts - for their 
young, and will venture their lives to defend and 
maintain them. *Tis ſtericd of the Storks,when 
the Town of Delph in the low Countreys was 
on fire, and the Storks perceived the fira to 
come near their neſts, they endeavoured to car- 
Ty away their young, but when they could not 
remove them , they flutter'd over them with 
their wings, covering them ſrom the flames till 
they all periſhed together, ( Belg. Com. wealth.) 
So ſtrong is natural affe&tion to its intercft, and 
the natural iſſues of it ſelf; much ſtronger 
Mould gracious affe&tions be to their intereſts : 
O how 1 love thy Law! (faith David) "tis my me- 
ditation all the day long, Pſal, 119. 7. Whencc 
came this affe&ion ? it was from his intcreſt in 
thoſe great and lovely-truths. Pſa. 119. 111. 
T hy teſtimonies have I choſen us an heritage for 
ever, for they are the rejoycing of my heart. Souls 
riſen with Chriſt, and born to the inheritance 


above, will ſet their affeciions on things above, 


Col. 3.1, 2. Where is thy heart, Chriſtian, in 
Heaven orEarth ?-What things are dearcſt to 
thee, and ſweeteſt to thy taſte? canſt thou 
prize the light of God's countenance bertey 
0 * than 
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than life ? 'had'ſt thou rather be a door-keeper 
in God's Houſe than dwell in the Pavilions of 
this World ? Is a little of Heaven better than 
a preat deal of Earth? and can thy heart con- 
ſent to be at any loſs in the World to enjoy 
God inhis Ordinances, and to be enriched with 
-ſpiritval bleſſings in heavenly places £ Thenhea- 
venly things are thine. 

Mark 3. Thirdly , if heavenly things be 
yours, it will appear þy your heart-cares for 
them, and vigorous purſuits of them; how 
careful are men of their intereſts, to ſecure and 
enlarge them ? Phil. 2. 21. All men ſeek therr 
own : If the things of Heaven he yours, your 
greateſt care will be to get and keep them, 
when Kiſh thought his Son Saul was loſt, he 
leſt caring for the Aſſes, ſforrowing for him, 
laying,What ſhall I do for my Son ? 1 Sam. 10.2. 
Chriſtians, it heavenly things be yours, they 
will lic nearer your hearts than afl the World 
beſides; the ſcnſe or fear of loſing them will 
more trouble you than all loſſes beſides : the 
world, relations, creature-comforts will be for- 
gotten: whenyou apprehend a death on your 
heavenly intereſts, you will do more, and part 

- with more to get Heaven, than the, World and 
deareſt comforts of it. Many will pretend de- 
ſires for Heaven, as the young man in the Gol- 
pel : but Chriſt will ſay to them as to his Hear- 
ers; Mar. 5.47. What do you more than others ? 
Souls, you would have Chriſt here, and Heaven 
hereafter, but what do you for it ? what do 
you more than hypocrites and common profel- 
{ors, whoſe portion is in this life? can you = 
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the world for God ? Can you deny your {elf for 
the pleaſing of Chriſt? and part with yous right 
eye, and right hand ; throw away your Idols of 
gold and (ilver, the world, and fleſhly luſts, and 
honour God with your time, firength and ſub- 
tance ? Canyou let your Plough ſtand till to 
follow God's 3 and ſtick at no pains and hardſhips 
to enjoy the leaſt ſpiritual good ? Then are hea- 


- venly things yours. 


AMark 4. Fourthly, Then are you intereſted 
in Heavenly Treaſures, when your hearts and 
ſpiritsare ſvited to them; when the Lord hath 
let in a heavenly tinture on your hearts ; and in- 
laid your ſpirits with heavenlineſs, and a mind 
that anſwers to heavenly things , as face an- 
Iwers face in the water: When God intends 
men for Heaven, he doth in time fit them for 
it ; and where ie gives a title to mercy , he 
gives a capacity alſo ; where he makes over the 
riches of glory ; he makes that ſoul a veſſel fit 
for glory. Men do not purchaſe Pearls for 
Swine,and build Schools for brute beaſts. God 
did not make the Heavens for fiſhes, and the 
Sea foy beaſts, but ſuited every creature to its 
clement : They that are his adoption, are his 
new Creation alſo, Epheſ. 2. 10. and when they 
are deſigned to a blefſed end, they are principled 
for it, and have a difpoſition put into them to 
move towards it : They that are ſect apart for 
Heaven hereafter, do bear the image of their 
heavenly Father here, 1 Cor. 15. 49. There is 
a ſtamp of glory uponthe Heirs of glory,though 
it may be {6 covered with dirt, and worn out 


with the roſt of corruption, as not to be _y 
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ſeen at all times. Whoſe # thisimage and ſu 
perſcription ? Mat. 22. 20. Ceſar's coin hath 
Ceſar*s ſtamp; and the Children of Heaven have 
their Fathers mark upon their forcheads, - Rex, 
14. 1. If Chriſts Treaſures be yours, you are his 
Treaſury ; though earthen veſſels,yet treaſures, 
veſſels and bags that wax not old. Do you hope 
for ſpiritual bleſſings? What manner of ſpirits 
are you of ? Do you ſavour heavenly things ? 
What things do beſt ſuit and pleaſe your ſpirits, 
the things of Heaven, or the things of the 
World ; grace, or goods - righteouſneſs, or 
riches; ſpiritual things, or carnal ? What goes 


\ down eaſieſt, or when down, fits eaſieſton your 


ſtomacks ? The Heirs of Heaven are Non-con- 
formiſts to this world, but transformed into the 
Spirit of Heaven, and the renewing of their 
minds to their new eſtate, blefſedneſs and glory, 
Rom. 12. 1. That'sa ſecond thing wherein this 
Heavenly Trade lies, in ſecuring and clearing up 
your intreſt in heavenly things. 

Thirdly, Another thing wherein this Heaven- 
ly Trade lies is this; in getting in of heavenly 
goods : Thisis a great part of Traders bulineſs, 
to be furniſhing themſelves with wares fit for 
their employment and advantage z the Artificer 
in making: the Merchant in buying in goods 
that are vendible, and will turn to profit. So 
muſt Wiſdom's Merchants get themſelves ſtor'd 
with Wiſdom's wares, that they may be able 
to drive on her Trade : Onely in this lies the 
difference: earthly goods are cither the pro- 
duAs of mens labours, and cffefts of their in- 


duftry : or elſe the purchaſe of their __ 
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and treaſures : But heavenly goods come not in | 


this way, as the proportionable reward of their 
Tabours, or return of their money : Indeed hea- 
venly bread muſt be laboured for ; but when all 
is done, the Son of man gives it to them, 7ohr: 
6.27. Salvation muſt be wrought out, a; if it 
lay at thcir fingers end - and yet this very will 
and power to work wrought in them , Phil. 2. 
12,13. Workout your } nie with fear and 
trembling : for it is God that worketh in you both 
to will andto do of his good pleaſure. No ſuffici- 
ency is found in the creature, before ſaving grace 
helps, to embrace its overtures, no more than 
a dead body to receive life. Ephe/. 2. 1. Tou have 
not choſen me, but 1 have choſen you, and ordained 
you, that you ſhould go and bring forth fruit, Feh. 
15. 16. The ſoul's choice of Chriſt is the ceffe&t 


of Chriſts fir} chuſing him: and its love to God 


the produdt of Gods firſt loving him, 1 70.4.19. 
and the fouls fruitfulnels is the effect of Chriſts 
purpoling and appointing it thereunto. No man 
Can come to me except the Father which hath ſent 

- medraw him, 7oh.6.44. Not onely morally by 

perſwading the will wjth potent arguments: bur 

phyſically, by wowking the will, by a powerful 
 inclining and diſpoſing the will to come to, and 
chuſe Chriſt, through the irreſiſtible operation 
of the Spirit : Sothen, *trs net of him that wil- 
eth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
ſheweth mercy, Roms. ©. 16. Salvation-grace both 
of righteouſneſs and holineſs, is freely given to 
the thirſty ſoul through and with Chriſt, Rev. 

20. 6. and the inclination and power to receive 

as freely beſtowed allo, Phil, 1. 29. To you it ts 

grven 
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£ ven in the behalf of Chrift,. not onely to believe on 
im, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake. Faith it felt is 
the giſt of God, both the power and will to be- 

ieve , not given to every man alike - For all 
men kave not Faith, 2 Theſ. 3. 2. becauſe the 
Father was not p'e.{ed effetvally to beſtow it. 
Deut. 29. 4, The Lord hath not given you a heart 
to perceive, andeyes to ſee, and cars to hear 10 
this day : Who hath made thee to differ ? or what 
haſt thou which thox didſt net receive ? 1 Cor. 3.7. 
If the differencing of one man from another, as 
to his improvement of grace, lay in his own in- 
clinations and natural freedom of his own will, 
then there was ſomething in the creature that _ 
made this difference, contrary to this Scripture 5 
anda foundation laid in a man to glory, which 
wholly overthrows the deſign! of Redemption- 
grace, which is to take off all boaſting, 1 Cor. 
1. 29. Row. 3. 27. and to lay all the praife and 
glory of man's falvation on ſpecial grace, Eph. 1. 
5, 6+ neither is the firſt grace onely freely gi- 
ven; but more grace alſo, alſufficiency after 
(conferred for every good wordand work ; yea, 
for every thought that is good) comes from the 
{ame grace that firſt called. you, which muſt al- 
fo perfe@t every good work to the day of Sal- 

vation, 2 Cor. 3. 5. our ſufficiency (who have 
grace) to think or do the leaft ſpiritual good, 
is deriv'd from the ſame fountain-fulneſs that 
isin Chriſt, Foh. 1. 16. Eternal life, with what- 
ever leads thereto, is the gift of God, Row. 6. 
v.23. AsChrift, ſo all things with him are frec- 
ly given; Rom. $._32. not onely the ſeed of 
grace, but the growth of grace not onely the 
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habit, but the a& of grace; all comes from 
Chriſt in the way of Redemption-grace, Get 
your hearts well eſtabliſhed with this grace,that 
nothing in you, or done by you, can merit of 


procure any thing of the Father, but upon the | 


account of Chriſt, and his grace, and promiſe in 
him to all that by the Son do come unto him. 
Goods you need for a daily Trade, hut no mo- 
ney and price will paſs for them, 1ſa. 55. 5. they 
are freely given, and yet you may boldly come 
for them ; Go you muſt with empty ſacks, your 
friend in Heaven will fill them, and return your 
money in your ſacks mouth. Chriſtians, a con- 
fiderable part of your work (and that which 
faics the foundation ito all your Trade) lies in 
getting your fouls | furniſh'd with heavenly 
wares: You will drive but a poor Trade for 
Heaven, if you do not often receive goods from 
Heaven. Alas / what can you do in Chriſtianity 
without continual ſupplics from Chriſt ? Lao- 
aicea could not Go any good in Religion, for 
want of goods from Chriſt : She had none of his 
tryed gold, and thetcefore grew ſoon poor and 
miſerable : If goods fail, trade falls, and liveli- 
hood with it ; What advantages doth the Trades- 
man miſs, and what lofſes doth he fuſtain, by 
wanting goods.to furniſh his Cuſtomers ? So do 
Chriſtians when they want grace to ſerve their 
occaſions, neceſſities, temptations and datics z 
what advantage might ſouls get, had they but 

race, when they come under Ordinances and 

uties? and what lofles do they meet with for 


want of grace, under WEL ions, trials and em- 
ployments 7- how pitifully do they carry it _— 
| e 


——Y PRn_—_ mv a A wa © 4. i tw@©> SS . a Vn» Y — 


A @ an a wi tt am wmh©o kk aww ac ad - tt am 


v) oy 3 $6. oe. WY MM GY. 9. 1M Ow y3 


"2 n—_—_—— TT oF” TY ww. wu 


is the beſt Trade, 1x75 
der troubles, and providential exerciſes, and are 
oft-times ſadly foil'd for want of grace and 
wiſdom to manage ſuch trials ? You have daily 
need of more grace, as you have re 
your bodies : Toon occaſions, temptations and 
work are ſpending, and without freſh ſupplies 
from the Treaſury, you will Toon be empty and 
impoveriſhed : Neple& but your ſpiritual re- 
cruits one day, afid you will ſee it: 'Tis your 
intere, if you are Traders, to keep your ſhops 
full, and to be often ſending for more goods; 
Grace will never lye long on your hands other 
goods may : You will have ſtill occaſions to ex- 


erciſe grace in your dealings with God and 
men : you can never be qver-ſtor'd with Wit- 


 dom's wares. 


'Tis your Cuty alſo to make uſe of Chriſt 
continually : In every = to make known 
your requeſts to him : to draw waters out of 
this Well of Salvation every day : He is a Foun- 
tain ſealed for your uſe : he is made of God to 
be wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanCtification and re- 
demption too: for this end, that they might 
live upen him top theſe ends: This is to live by 
the Faith of the Son of God, which is the Chri- 
ſtians daily duty :-He complains as being in- 
jur'd when his people will not come unto him 
that they might have life, John 5. 40. He is 
troubled when his Children will got make uſe 
of him; Hitherro you have ethed nothing : Ak 
and you ſhall receive that your joy may be full, Fob. 
16. 24. Never was a full breaſt more pain'd for 
want of drawing, than the Lord Jeſus is, when 
his people receive not from him that _ 
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that is laid up in him for their uſe: 
'Tis your advantage alſo to be often at Chriſts 

door. and to be continually fetching in ſupplies 


for your Souls : This is the way to grow rich 


apace; to get in more and more. of the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt; Kev. 3. 18. This is 
the way to be filled with the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, to be more throughly furniſhed unto 
all good works, to the glory and praiſe of God, 
2 Tim. ;.i7. Phil. 1.12. This isthe'way to-do 
every thing better, and to abound in the work 
of the Lord, and4 to be more compleat in all the 
will of God, 1 Cor. 15. 58. Col. 4. 12. By this 
means you will become more ſerviceable unto 
others, and uſeful in the place where you live, 
and in the Societics where God hath placed 
you: the more full of grace, the more able to 
profit others. Rom. :5. 14. That ye always are 
Full of goodneſ+, filed with all knowledge, able al. 
fo to adlmoniſh one another. 2 Cor. 1. 4. That we 
may be able to comfort them with the ſame comforts 
Wherew:th we are comforted of God, They that 
ſreely receive, will be able freely to give ;, and 
that's a bleſſed thing, As 20. 35. And till you 
receive, you cannot give. Chriſtians, get in more 
grace every day for your own ufe, for the glory 
of God, and the good of others : Labour to be 
ſaraiſhed with evety grace', eſpecially thofe 
graces which the Lord hath more uſe of, and the 
time, condition and place you are in, do more 
eſpecially call for, Heb. 12.28. 2 Pet.1.5. | 
Be ſureto be well furniſhed with Faith, that's 
an uſeful grace at all times (for we live by 


Faith, Heb. 10. 38:) but eſpecially in evil times, 


in 
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1s the beſt Trade, 177: 
In times of temptation and afflition. Faith is 
an eye, a hand, a foot at all times; tis a grace 
alwaies uſoſul at every turn; you cannot be 
without it.and be well ; *tis a working grace, 
and that's good for Traders; you cannot work 
without ir, 2 Theſ. 1. 4. A building grace, 7xde 
v. 3. 20. Anouriſhing grace, 1 Tim. 4.6. A 


foul-enriching grace , Row. 4. 12. A foul- | 


ſtrengthening grace, Ephe/. 3. 16, 17. Bur 'tis 
eſpecially needful in evil times, it beingia cheer- 


ing grace, Rem. 15. 13. *Tis a foul-keeping | 


grace, and that's good in dangerous times, 


> —— 


: Pet, 1. 5, *Tis a foul-laving grace, that faves | 
in troubles, and out of troubles, P/z1. 27. 5. | 


Jam.5.15. 'Tisa heart- eſtabliſhing grace, 2 Chr. 
20. 20. A world-contemning grace, Heb.1 1.26. 


A world-cenquering grace, 1 oh. 5. 4. A foul- | 
—_— grace, Heb. 11. 23. By Faith Meſcs 


Was hid three months. It ſecures a perſon in 
troubles: *tis a breafſt-plare to preterve the 
heart, 1 Theſ. 5.8. Anda ſhield to cover the 
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head, Epheſ. 6.16. Itleads a perſon through | 


trouble , Heb. 11. 29. By Fauh they paſſed 
through the Red Sea, us by dry Land, which the 
Exryptians aſſaying to do, were drowned. O pet 
n plenty of this precious un'icigned Faith, for 
that's the great trading-grace of a Chriſtian ; for 
it gets in, and laies out every grace. Faith is 
the receiving grace; it receives in Chriſt, Eph. 
3. 17. andit receives from Chriſt, John 1. 16. 
Faith is the key that opens Chriſt's Treafures ; 
the hand that takes out his tryed gold : Faith is 
the carrying,and recarrying grace : Faith comes 


upta the market-price, and never breaks with 
N God 
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God on terms, but ſubſcribes to all the demands 
of Chriſt, and ſo never returns empty. Chri- 
ftians, you will never want goods for your Hea- 
venly Trade, if you can but keep Faith in exer- 
ciſe ; your ſhops will never be empty, as long 
as Faith can ſtir up and down, and keep up its 
Journeys to Heaven : If there be any goods in 
the promiſes, any wares in Heaven, Faith will 
have them down, as long as the ſoul needs them, 
and be it for God's intereſt to part with them : 
O then get faith / Alas, what pitiful Trade do 
{ome drive for want of Faith / Choice goods 
will not offz precious promiſes, pertinent in- 
ſtruftions, periwalions and encouragements lye 
on Chriſt's hands for want of faith in them that 
hear. 

Chriſtians, you will makenothing of Religion 
without Faith, in the daics we live in 5 you will 
{oon ſhut up ſhop,decay and break when troubles 
come to purpole, without ſtore of Faith. Fith 
will all your ſtore-houtes, do your work, put 
oft your goods, get in your rights, pay your 
debts, and maintain you richly on the incomes 
of your Trade. 

Parience 15 another grace that will much ſerve 
yOu in your Spiritual Trade; you have need of 
Patzence to co the will of God; no working 
witiout Patience. 2 Cor, 12. 12, Truly the ſigns 
of an Apoſtle were wroyght among you in all Pa- 
rence. Fore 5.4, Patience worketh experience. 
Souls axe zpt to be weary of well doing with- 
out Paticnce, and to tyre in running, without 
this long-breath'd grace of Patience. Heb.12.1. 
Let us run With Patiencs the Tace that 15 ſet be- 


fore 
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fore us, No receiving the fruit of Ordinances 
and Duties without Patience. Luke 8. 15. They 
on the good ground are they which in an honeſt 


and good heart, having heard the Word, keep it, 


and bring forth fruit with Patience. The Lord 
uſually tries his peoples Patience before they 
come to the fruit of Promiſes, and bring forth 
the obedience of Precepts; there's a winter 
between ſeed-time and harveſt; many wet, 
weeping daies between ſowing and reaping, Vt 
enim ſegetem in agro pluvias, nives, glacies, prut- 
nas, grandines, & tempeſtates ferre ncceſſarium eſt 
antequam matureſcat, & fruttum ferat, ita hom:- 
nem fidelem intus & extrinſecus multa pats mala 
oportet. Stell. The ſeed muſt lye long, it may 
be, under ground , and when *Tis come vp, 
be nipt up with froſts, and covered with Snow, 
and Hail,and bear many a ſtorm before it ripens, 
and brings forth fruit, and this calls for Pa- 
tience; yea many times long-ſuffering. The hu 
bandman waiteth for the prections fruits of the 
earth, and hath long Patience for it, untill he rc- 
cerve the early and latter rain, Fam. 5. 7. Pa- 
tience is needful to ſuffer, as well as do the 
Will of God. Rev. 13. 10. Here is the Patience 
and Faith of the Saints : To endure captivity 
and cruel Death for the ſake of Chriſt, Patience 
to wait for the Promiſe, Rom. 8. 25. and Pa- 
tience to receive it. Heb. 10. 36. Parternce (faith 
Seneca) ts a ſalve for ever y ſore, that onely whith 
alleviates our burdens: without it we cannot be 
men or Chriftians : {faith another) *tris the grace 
that makes a compleat and well accompliſh'd Chri- 
tian, Manton. Fames 1. 4. When rcaſon is at a 
N 2 ſtand, 
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ſtand, and hope almoſt at an end, and all refuge 
fails; Patience ſteps in, bears the burden, and 
calms the ſoul. | 

Hope is a neceſſary grace to this great under- 
taking, reckoned among the three Cardinal vir- 
rucs that wonderfully adorn a Chriſtian's ſpirit 
and converſation. 1 Cor. 13.13. Now. abideth 
Faith, ard Hope, and Charity: Hope is the off- 
ſpring and refreſhment af Faith ; 'tis begotten 
by Faith, and { ſaies ones) As 4 good child relieves 
zr» father Faith in time of need. Hope is an Cx- 
pettation, Faith a perlwaſion. Faith eyes the 
promiſe, hope the thing promiled, ag ſure 
though future , which comforts the ſoul Under 
the preſent want of delired mercy; and this is 
needful to cheer the ſovl under its exigencics 
and dilappointments in the way of its Chriſtian 
converſation. Hope keeps in the fire,and keeps 


- up the houle, Heb. 3. 6. Whoſe houſe are we if 


we hold fa#t the confidence and rejoycing of our hope 
firm to the end, W/erc it not for Hope the houle 
would fall atunder; Hope keeps it together , 
till the Lord new build it in Heaven: Hope 
anchors theſoul in a ftorm, and makes it ſteady 
under (haking tempeſts, Heb. 6. 19. Hope main- 
tains a Chriſtian in a hard winter, while the tced 
1s under clods, 'and till the corn come to the 
barn. 1 Cor. 9. 10. He that pioweth, ploweth im 
Hope (that is of a good harveſt) that .will com- 
penlate all his labours. Hope ſecures the ſoul 
from ſhame and diſappointment under tempo- 
rary .orbearance, 7ſal. 34. 22. It helps it to re- 
zoyce m tribulation, Rom. 5. 2. and compalſeth 
him about with mercy, Pal. 32. 10. 
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Humility, Self-denial,Goodneſs, Temperance, 
Gentleneſs, Love, Zeal, Holy Fear, are all good 
En that will off well, and turn to the Tra- 

cr's profit, if well improved : Get your ſouls 
well ſtor'd with theſe graces of, the Spirit, al- 
{o if you ever think to drive a good Trade of 
godlineſs. 

Get your minds filled with knowledge, as 
well as your hearts with grace; that's part of 
the Chriſtian's Treaſure. 2 Cr. 4. 6. We have 
this Treaſure (that is of the knowledge of God 
in the face of Chriſt) in earthen veſſels : In whom 
are hid all the Treaſures of wiſdom, Col.2. ;. 
Saving knowledge is a Treaſure laid up in Chriſt 
for-Bclievers, and to he fetched out for their 
uſe andcomfort-. The riches of the full aſſurance 
of underſtanding , and acknowledgement of the 
myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt, 
Col. 2.2. TheGoſlpel is a myſtery,a ſecret, hid 
from the natural eye, and cannot be known but 
by the revelation of the Spirit. To have an 
inward, clear, ſenſible, experimental and certain 
apprehenſion of the glorious truths of the Gol- 
_ opened and confirmed to the eye of Faith, 
is a high attainment beyond what any reach to, 
but thoſe that havethe anointings of the Spirit, 
and to whom *tis given by the Spirit as the fruit 
of prayer, and faithful attendance on his tcach- 
ings in the Goſpel and Ordinances of Chriſt : 
This.is called a rooting and eſtabliſhment in the 
Faith, Col. 2. 7. and growing in knowledge, 
2 Pet. ;. 18. alluding to trees that being well 
planted do take deeper root in the earth, anJ in 
time Fome to greater ſettlement and ſtrength 
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ſar: ſhakings : Andas children that gradu- 
"h 


ally grow and encreafe to higher ftatures ; fo 
this ſpiritual knowledge 13 gradually encreaſed ; 
*tis not the priviledge of new-born babes, of 
perſons at their firſt converſion, to have this 
deep fathoming of Goſpel myſteries : But of 
ſtronger Chriſtians, who by conſtant attendances 
on the Means of Grace,and in progreſs of time, 
by Faith, Humility, Prayer and Attention to the 
Spirit, doat length come to higher meaſures of 
this illumination, and full affurance of truth. 
As Gerſon reports of a godly man he knew, who 
at firſt was exerciſed with many doubts and 
tears, and ſhaking of Faith ; but at Taft through 
humiliation of ſoul, and a captivating of his un- 
derſtanding to Divine Truth, together with the 
iſlumination of the Spirie, came to a wonderful 
clearneſs in the matters of Faith, and of his 
{oul-eſtare, with ſuch a ſettlement of ſpirit, and 
certainty about his ſalvation, as to have no 
more doubts remaining in him.' Chriſtians, con- 
tent not your ſelves with ſome notions of 
truth, and ſhallow cold apprehenſions of the 
great myſteries of ſalvation ; but labour to get 
in greater meaſures of ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing , both objeftive, as to the Truths to be 
known; and ſubje&ive, as to the diſcerning of 
them - Alas, we know as yet nothing. as we 
ought; there are_dceps in the Knowledge of 
Chrift for Elephants , as well as ſhallows for 
 Cimbs; and i= are greater beamings on the 
{fouls eyeto be obtained, and more certain un- 
derſtanding, and familiar acquaintance to be had 
with the fame Truths we know. Your buſineſs 
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ro know more of God, of the way to him, an 
the things iven_of him, and to know 
better what you know: Thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed 
them to babes. There's a ſecret in Goſpel- truths 
which the wifeſt men in the world can never by 
their greateſt Wiſdom come to ſee, without the 
ſpecial revelation of the Spirit : As none can 
come to ſee the ſpirits, falts, and occult virtucs, 
in herbs and minerals, till by Chymiſtry they 
are extracted : Others may diſcern and reccive 
the things themſelves in the grols and bulk of 
them, and yet never fee or tafte thoſe choice 
ſpirits hid in them : So *tiz with ſuch as are 
ſtrangers to a ſpiritual knowledge, they apprc- 
hend Truthsin the bulk and letter of them. A 
carnal man (ſaith Hooker) may - hear the found 
of the Word, underſtand the ſignification;, his judg- 
went may ſee the evidence of the argument, and 
force of reaſon in them ;, and yet the 
reality and ſpiritualneſs of that Pi- Commentary 
vine good never apprebended. T he aſk = a q 
world by wiſdom knew not God, TO 
1 Cor. 1.21. There's no proportion between a 
ſpiritual obje&t and a carnal eye : The carnal 
mind cannot diſcern the things of the Spirit of God, 
neither can they know them, for they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. Labour to fee the beau- 
ty and amiablcneſs of Truth ; to ſee your pro- 
priety in Truth, to taſte ?n inwa;d ſweetneſs, 
| N + and 
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and raviſhing pleaſure in Truth, to feel the ſenſe 
of ſpecial love to your ſouls in diſcoycry of 
light, and tofind a mightinels going out in eve- 
ry Truth en your ſouls, changing you into the 
very Spirit and Image of Truth: To grow ta 
knowledge extenſively, into all Truth; and in- 
tenlively, in deeper and more ſenſible, ſpiritual, 
powerful apprehenſions of truth ; the want of 
which right knowledge makes ſo many cold, 
dead hypocrites, and barren profeſſors in this 
day of light and parts. 

Get alſo your Conſciences ſtor'd with the 
Peace of God, which paſſeth underManding. This 
15 The Talt thar Tealons every thing, condition 
and duty, Mark 9g. 5o. This wilt ſhoe your 
feet _to_travel through the rough ana Tirelome 
waies of aMiction, temprartorrafd perſecution 
YOUR Eieer oh in thEParſuit of your _Hea: 
venly Trade, Epheſ. 6. 15. This will calm your 
hcarts in ſtorms, and maintain a Summer with- 
in, when "tis Winter withant, and nothing but 
rempeſts andtroubles in the world; Fohn. 16. 33- 
This will preſerve you when all is going, and 
keep your hearts and minds through Chrift Je- 
lus, Phil. 4. 7. This will guard your hearts from 
thote ſlaviſh fears, darkiom doubts, and dreadful 
troubles that many are filled with this day, and 
make you triumph over lin, trample upon the 
world, and fmile in the midſt of all the frowns 
of men and Devils. Q get and keep this rare 
Jewel of inward Peace, which will help you to 
draw near to God with boldneſs, and chearful 
{-renity in every duty, Heb. 10.22. Get your 


con{ciences bath'd in the blood of Chriſt, and 
| the 
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the evidences of your ſincerity cleared up eye- 
ry day this will help to maintain a feaſt of in- 
ward peace under the temptations of Satan, 
and the yjew of your daily failings and ſtumb- 
lings. | 

Get your hearts warm'd , and affettions 
quicken'd with the ſenſe of divine love to your 
Souls: this is a choice part of hcavenly trea- 
ſures, and will abundantly conduce to the lively 


carrying on of this divine Trade; affefions 


raiſed by the-application of redemprion-grace, 
will be to your Souls as ſpread fails to the Ship, 
to carry you ſtrongly along againſt wind an4 
ſtorm, and fill you with plco/znt gales within, 
and give you a ſpeedy and comfortable paſſage 
through the waves of this world, 2 Cor. 5. 12. 
*Tis the Souls wings that mounts it up tov ards 
God, and carries it aloft above the entangic- 
ments of (in, the world, and fleſh, in the warm- 
purſuit of God's commandments, 2 Cor. 5. 14- 
His commands will not be thought gricvous, or 
his yoke heavy, where this love of God hath 
left a favour on the heart, P/al. 119. 32. Row. 


13.10. It will cxceecGinsly fweeten the bj 
waters of /arah to you, and make the paths 


of Gods Providences, as well as his Precepts, 
plealantneſs and peace. >a 


Take in allo the conſolations of the Spirit, 


' andthe joys of the Holy Ghoſt , theie will be 


uleſul to chear your hearts under tribulation, 
and ſtrengthen and cordial you under heart- 
faintings and qualms you may mect with from 
thoſe iP vapours of this lower World, and wanr 
of creature comſorts, 2 Cor. 7. 4. Rom. * FE 
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This ſpiritual comfort will alfo help to drown 
your carnal joys, aud to prevent a ſurfeit with 
the pleaſures of this World ,' (another danger 
that Wiſdom's Merchants are ſometimes liable 
to.)} As 2.28. Make me full of joy with the 
light of thy countenance. Spiritual joy, where it 
1s, fills the heart, and Teaves no room for car- 
-nal delights: as the heat of the Sun puts out 
the fire, ſo will ſpiritual conſolation extinguiſh 


| carnal joy : *Twas the comfort which Moſes, 


by Faith, fetch'd in from the views of an invi- 
fible God, that made him choofe reproaches 
with the people of God, before the pleaſures 
of fin that were but for a ſeaſon, Heb. 11. 21, 
2F. This fpiritual comfort is a notable way to 
ſtability inevery good work, 2 The. 2. 16, 17. 
tothelp on your Souls edification and growth in 
Erace and holineſs, As g. 31. 

. O! what work have Chriſtians to do, be- 
fides the World, and minding their own things ? 
were Rclipgion followed to the purpoſe, perſons 
would have no leiſure for fin and vanity: O ? 
what need have gracious Souls of a diligent 
hand to make them rich, and to be taking in 
tpiritual goods every day, 


Queſt. Zur how ſhould I doto get my Soul fur- 
niſh*d with theſe heavenly goods ? If my heart 
deceive me not, I would fain be enriched with 
every grace, capacity and accompliſhment, for 
the diſcharge of my ay, the pleaſing honour- 
ing, and enjoying of God, and for the welfare of 
my immortal Soul : But how to attain this 
longed for mercy, 1 know not. Fr 

ol. 
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Sol. 1. If you would be enriched with hea-- 
venly treaſures, and get in thoſe goods : Then, 

1. Firſt, Maintain a conſtant ſenſe of your 
own wants and emptineſs: That which is want- 
ing cannot be numbred, Eccleſ. 1. 15, Look over 
your ſouls every day, and fee your poverty - 

ok into your underſtandings, and fee how lit- 
tle light is there - into your minds, and con- 
ſider how little ſpirituality lies there : how lit- 
tlo warmth and heavenly hcat in your affeQions - 
little truth and ſincerity in your fpirits : little 
tenderneſs in your conlciences: little: flexible- 
neſs in your wills to divine things : little faith, 
love, humility,meekneſs,fear,zcal, life, ſtrength, 
faithfulneſs, ſtedfaſtneſs in your ſouls : were 
this really ſeen, and felt, and the exccilency of 
theſe ſpiritual perfeftions diſcern'd, and the 
{oul's great concern and intereſt that lies wrapt 
up in them, with the abſolute neceſſity of ha- 
ving every grace, in order to duty, peace, com- 
fort, proſperity and ſalvation : pertons that had 
any lite at all, could not lie ſtill, or be content, 
till utmoſt means were us'd to. obtain ſupplies : 
*twas a falſe conceit of a ſelf-fulnels that kept 
back Laodiceafrom lecking after Chriſt's trea- 
ſures, Rev. 3, 17, 18. And that blind opinion the 
Phariſees had of their good eſtate that ſo pre- 
judic'd them againſt the conviftions and coun- 


 ſels of Chriſt-towards their cure, Foh. 8.3 3, 39, 


41.48. Had not the Corinthian Saints been 16 
full and rich in their apprehenſions, they would 
riot have had ſuch fleighty thoughts of inſtitu- 
ted means towards their ſouls good. 1 Cr. 
1. 12. And have been contentious with one 

another 
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another, when they ſhould have been contending 
for higher meaſures of grace and godlinefs,v. 1 1. 
*Tis the poor are the labourers in God's Vine- 
yard, Zach. 11, 11, And they that feel the dayly 
need of ſoul- relief, that will be at any pains to 
enjoy it, Iſa. 41. 17. 

Secondly, Get a believing fight of Chriſt's 


race and fulneſs, that heis able to enrich you, 
Tomato feet vu. Heb. 11.6. This brought 
Commons the brand: Eliſha for cure of his 
Icprofic ; he believed his ſervants report, that 
he was able, and cheriſhed hopes that he was 
willing to heal him. 2 Kin. 5.3. Ard ſhe ſaid 
ro ber Miſtreſs, would God my Maſter were with 
the Prophet that is in Samaria, for he would re- 
cover him of his leprofie : One told this to her 
Lord, and ,hereupon he goes and adventures : 
wer. 5. And he departed, A perſwaſion of 
Chriſt's ability, brought the Leper to him for 
cleanſing. Mar. 8.2. Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
ean'ſt n:ake me clean ;, He was periwaded that 
Chriſt was able, and had hopes that he was wil- 
ling, or elſe would never have come to him. 
A thorough belief of Chriſt's ability to help, 
wilt make a ſoul to cheriſh hopes of his wil- 
lingnels alſo. So the blind men, at. 9g. they 
detieved Chriſt's ability to help them 3 ver.28. 
And they had hopes of his mercy too, that . he 
wou'd do it : ver. 27, Thou Son of David haye 
mercy upon #4: and this hope made them not 
only to come to Chriſt, but to follow aſter 
him: whatever perſons pretend 'to a believing 
in Chriſt's ability to ſave and ſantifie them, 
they have not this faith, who queſtion his wil- 
lingnels 
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l ingnelſs to fatisfie the longing ſoul, and fave all 
that come to God by him : you confefs he 1s 
able to furniſh you with all you can want or de- 
fire ; believe his willingnels allo to fupply all 


| your wants, who ſincercly wait upon him. 


Queſt. But how may [ know that Chriſt will fur- 
niſh me if I come for theſe heavenly treaſures ? 
there are many come, and go without thetr er- 
rand: Some atk, and have not , Jam. 4. 3. 
run,and receive not ;, ftrrue to enter in, and are 
not able, 1 Cor. g. 24. Luke 13. 24. Fhere 
are ſome the Lord threatens he will not hear, 
Prov. 1. 28. fa. 1.15. Zach. 7.1; Andl 
have ſought theſe ſpirutuzl bleſſings many 4 time, 
and God hath not anſwered: How may 1 be 
fare Chriſt is willing to give theſe treaſures un- 
to me f 

v 

Sol. The Lord Jeſus hath made an offer of 
graceto all ſenſible Sinners, who feel their need, 
and t! irſt for ſupply, 1/a. 55. r. Joh. 7. 37. and 
called upon them to come and receive it with- 
out exception, Marth: 11. 28. Now it cannot 
ſtand with his divine goodnols and truth to offer 
mercy, and not intend to give it ; he cannot de- 

ceive, or be deceived, who is the faithful 'one 1 

nor invite his creatures to an expeation, and 

then fail them. Now he hath called all to 


come, and required no other condition but their 


coming, and receiving him and the things he 
hath offered. He hath alſo promiſed, as well as 
offered, ta give to hirb that thirſteth. Rev. 20.6. 
I will grve to him that 18 a-thirſt of the fountain 


of 
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of the water of life freely. 1 will give,(notſell)or 
let out on any terms of ſel{-worthineſs ; for if 
there be any thing to make the creature wor- 
thy, *tis not a gift, but debt, Row. 4.4. (To 
him thar js a-thirſt,) nothing elſe is required 
but a pinching ſenſe of ſouls need, and an un- 
fatisfied deſire of ſupply. (1 will give free- 
Ily,) out of no re{pe&t to any thing in the 
creature, but his neceſſity and miſcry ; the mo- 
ving caule is his own grace and free mercy to 
Sinners, as Sinners. (l will give liberally too ; ) 
let him drink freely, take as much as he needs, 
or is capable to receive. (I will give ſuitably,) 
fuch things as you deſire and need, and ſuch 
things as are capable of ſatisfying you, (of the 
fountain of the waters of life.) Mat.7.7. Pſal. 
36. 7, 8. Fob. 6. 37. Iſa. 41. 17. You will find 
nothing in theſe Scriptures required in the per- 
ſon, but {enſe of his nced, ſeeking ſatisfaRion, 
coining;. believing, and a real ſubjetion to all 
God's terms, anda pure deſigning of his ends, 
I diſclaim all; the Port I would be in at, 1s 
redemption and forgiveneſs through his blood ; 
Kuth. Now, if he hath promiſed to give to 
them that ſeck, he muſt be willing to give; For 
the holy One of Tfracl cannot lye, Numb. 23. 19. 
He hath reccived all his Mediatory fulneſs of 
purpoſe for the giving out to thole that come 
unto him. Feh. 1. 12. Pſal, 68:18. Thonhaſt' 
received gifts for men, yea for the rebellious alſo, 
that the Lord God might dwell amongſt them : He 
is the Angel, Meſſenger and Mediator of the 
nexw Covenang} the Truſtee and Feoffee entruſted 


with that great eſtate for the uſe of his people 
| that 
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that need it, and come unto him for it, AZar. 3. 1. 


Heb.g. 15. Andtherefore is {aid to appear in 
Heaven inthe preſence of God for them, as an 
Advocate tofollow their cauſe. The Lord Jc- 
{us is wonderfully pleaſed too, in giving to-his 
needy ſeeking ones. Mich 7. 18. He delightech 
in mercy, 7/al. 35. 27. He hath pleafurein the 


proſperity of his ſervants : the more he gives, 


the more he ſees of the travel of his foul, and 
is ſatisfied. J/a. 53. 11. The more he gives, 
the more he reccives : The gifts and graces of- 
God are as the rivers that flow from the Sea, 
and return to the Sea again. 1 Chron. 29. 14. Of 
thine own have 1 given thee ; The more Chrilt 
gives to his people the more he receives; his 
talents come in again with improvements, ar. 
25. 27. The more he gives, the morc he is g{o- 
rified, Foh. 14.13. Anſwer thete queſtions be- 
fore you doubr Chriſt's willingneſs to part with 
ſpiritual goods freely to all that truly feck 
them. Do you think really that Chriſt can dif. 
ſemble, offer mercy, and have no mind to give 
it? Do you think that thei Lord Jeſus can 
break his word,or become falſe to his promilc? 
Can you imagine he will be unfaithful to his 
truſt ? Can he delight in giving, and yet not wil- 
lirg ? Doth he gain by giving, and yet not wil- 
ling to give? Ishe glorificd by giving, and yet 
be loth to give ? then would he not care tor his 
own name. Suſpect your willingneſs to. receive, 
not Chriſt's to give you all thac grace you need 
and ſeck of him. 
 Fourthly, Another thing wherein this hea- 
venly Trade lies, is, to carry on heavenly work, 
and 
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and to be daily driving on the great buſineſs of 
podlinels. Religion hath its work as well as the 
wortd ;, every Trade hath its employment, and 
fo has godlinefs. Chriſtianity is not a notion 
or opinion, a name to live, and no more - *Tis a 
miſcrable vanity and cheat for a perfon to think 
a bare Lamp will light him to Heaven, and a 


_ ———— 


few lazy wiſhes bring him to gloty, though he | 


travel not the way to it. Alas, to eſpoule the 
principles of Piety, without the pratice of it, 
ro get over to pr viledges, and be ſtrangers to 
Purity, to proſels Faith without works, and love 
without labours, will ſgnifie nothing towards 
falvation. Will Opinion make a man an Artiſt, 
or imagination enrich him, or hunger fifl him, 
or reading the way to a place bring him thi- 
ther * No more will affection, knowledge and 
profeſſion help men to Heaven, unleſs they work 
- out their ſalvation, and carry on the duties of 
Religion that lead to it, Phvl. 2. 12. 

Firſt, Conſider, a Chriſtian hath much work, 
and a little time; great work,and{mall ſtrength ; 
neceſſary work, and many diverſions ; excellent 
work, none ltke it : perſons that ſet about fal- 
vation in earneſt, will find much toda; and the 
farther they go in Religion, the more buſic their 
employment will be: every day brings its work 
with it; new .inſtrutions, new mercics , new 
affliftions and temptations every day , which 
calls for much exerciſed grace and duty. A child 


»f God hath no time for idlenc{s; or imperti- © 


nent buſineſs. O the many things that _muſt b' 

difparched within.the.compals of this li 'P 

of time for eternity / - Soul, if thou dieſt, a 
4 thy 
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thy work undone when-thou dieft, thy ſoul's 
undone; there's no rifing from thy grave to do | 
, negſeted work; or diſpenſitionat the Bar. of - 
God for the omiſſion of 'Salvation- duties. / 

This-work is neceſſary alſo as well as great; 
ſome duties are neceſſary to lecurethy ſalvation; 
all duties are neceſſary to maintain thy comforts, 
and greaten thy. glory. Menplead neceſſity for 
this and th'other thing, to do this work, and take 
that journey ; to omit this duty, and abſent from 
ſuch a priviledge.; but who is ſenſible oi the ne- 
ceſſity of working the work of God, and at- 
tending ſoul-concerns?. It may not be neceſſary 
you ſhould have peace, credit, plenty ,. riches, 
_ comforts ; that you ſhould have io much eſtate, 
preferment and contentment in the world ; buc 
tis abſolutely neceſſary thy ſoul ſhould be 
: faved, and that God ſhould be obeye@#; thar 
Ipiritual concerns ſhould be attended, (whatever 
is negleaed)) that thy debts ſhould be paid, tay 
peace with God obtained, thy hungry ſoul be 
fed and refreſhed, thy title to Heaven clear'd, 
the prefence of God enjoy'd, and thy ſeed-time 
for glory improv'd. : 

*Tis promiled-work too, and that makes. it 
neceſſary : you have engag'd to hethe Lord's, if 
you are Chriſtians; and have given up your 
{elves to be his, and not Your own ; your, time” 
is his, your capacities his, 1 Coy. 6. 19, 20.what 
you are and have,is from him and for him; this 
you have devoted to the uſe and ſervice of God, 
when you toak him to be your God, 2 Cor. 8.5. 
' and many a time ſince you have engap'd to obc+ 
dience of his commands: There are ick-bed- 
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294 The Yeavenly Trade 
vows, afflition-promifes, engagements under 
eonſcience-troudles; yea every day, and in eve- 
ry duty, you tell God you will mend your 
waies; redeem your time, do him more and 
better work; and how can you ftand before 
him with ſuch flattery and diffimutarion, and un- 
der the guilt of fo much falſhood and treachery, 

while your work lies ſtill undone 2 © 

Yea your work, Chriftians, is excellent work 
alſo, above all the 'employments of the world ; 
*ris ſupernatural work, yea Angelical work;yea 
ſach work as Angels cannot do, to believe in, 
love, converfe with, -and obey Chrift, as your 
Redeemer and Saviour, Phil. 3. 10.'1 Pet. 1. 
7, 8, 9, 12. to fufferfor Chriſt ,and be baptized 
into a-conformity with His dearh- and refur- 
refion. / ! 
'Tis ſuitable work alſo you are calted 'to in 
this Heavenly Trade, work fuited to 'your na- 
tures - If you are Saints, you have received a 
heavenly ſpirit, and are partakers of rhe Divine 
Nature, 2 Per. 1. 4.*Tisasnatural for you todo 
heavenly work, if youare Chriſtians, as for the 
world to do earthly work, thcre being a diſpo- 
ſition and propenſity put into your renewed na- 
tures to new and heavenly work, as there is a 
difpoſition in the ſeed to its proper fruit, 1 oh, 
j. 9. For his ſeed remaineth in him: *Tis work 
ſuited to your hopes which are laid up in 'Hea- 
ven, Col. 1.5. For the hope which is laid up for 
youin Heaven, whereof you have heard before in 
the word of Truth. That is the bleſſedneſs, thoſe 
great and glorious things you hope for, which 
arelaid up for you in Heaven, as a Treafure 
ſafely 
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ſafely kept for you : Cafled = by an Atitono- 
waſia (ſaith Davenant) (a) This reward is not 
ſaid tobe onely offered and propoſed to us;, for that 
would weaken our bope, rf the certainty of theſe 
things hoped for did depend on us, and our diſpoſt- 
tion ; ſo that it ſhould be gruen or denied us ac- 
cording to the worth of our works, grates and du- 
fees ; ; 8 "tis ſardto be laid aſide for ui, as that 
whuch & depoſared, and ſafely laid up in God our 
Father for mw. A Chriftian'schoiceſt Treaſures 
lic in hope, not in hand ; beyond their preſent 
view and enjoyment, and yet fſecurcd $0 their 
uſe and propriety, 1 Pet. 1. 4+ Reſerved jn Hea- 
wew for you: (7i|npraimy) kept as it were iti 
cuſtody, and-wich watch and ward for you 4ure 
and certain, on which the hopes of Believers are 
firmly laid, and to whicheheir ;preſent work is 
1vited: heavenly work bears a proportion and 
agreement-im its nature ((thougtinot in worth) 
to heavenly and eternal things z 'tis work ſuited 
ro your inheritance and wages in its kind , 
though not in degree : and that's.excellent work . 
which is of the dame. Nature with your Eternal 
Bleſfedneſs. | 

Suited alſo:to.your preſent -priviledges, who 
ſit inHeavenly Blaces in Chriſt Jelus, Eph. 2.6. 
Gracious Souls, though in Habitation they are 
(4) Beatitudo promifſ s diggtur ſprs noſtra, id eſt, ilud qued 
ſperamus, per Antonomaſeam; w2que boc , pramium dicitur 
tantum oblatum nobis © propoſirtum, nam: boc ſpem noſiram 
infirmaret, ſs certitudo rerum ſperatarim fenderes ex 10- 
bis, -&5 dijpoſtione noſftra it4 #t-vel darernr nobis vel ne- 
garetur pro merito operum noſirorum, ſed dicitur ſepcſ1 um 
nobis, id 4G quaſs in depoſiro reconditum apud Deum T are n 
noſtrum, Daven. ; 
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on the Earth, yet in point of priviledge they 
ſit in Heaven: Through their union with Chriſt 
they may be ſaid (b) (lairh Zanchy) to ſit where 
be ſits, as a Husbandor Brother abſent from his 
Wiſe, and Brethren doth poſſeſs a kingdow for 
them; they, though abſent, maybe truly Trid rela- 
tively to poſſeſs 1t in him as members in the head, 
they ſit in Heaven in the perſon of Chriſt, and. as 
the lump is ſanttified in the firſt fruits: Neither 
do they fit onely relatively thropgh their union 
with Chriſt ; but ſpiritually, through their com- 
munion with him. In that ſenſe {faith Bucer) 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phil. 3.20, They have 
their converſation in Heaven. This is a glorious 
priviledge the Saints onely - enjoy; in this li'e 
 -toconverle in Heaven, and: to have their [life 
bove, above: the world, 'and things below,and 
ſuch ſhould their work be alſo: How pleaſant 
ſhould heavenly work be to heavenly fouls ! 
which Believers are and ſhould be. | 
Secondly , Chriſtians fet upon heavenly 
work; for as'is your work, fo will your main- 
tenance be: They who ds that work which the 
world cannot, have that meat and drink which 
the world knoweth not, Foh. 4- 32, 34. - The 
Lord hath dainties, and peculiar retrefhments 
' for thole who are ſingle and faithful in his work, 
they have joyes which ſtrangers intermeddle not 
with, Prov. 14. 10. Whoeyer go without, his 
labourers ſhall got lack : He keeps a good table 
for his workmen: In keeping . of his commands 


(b) Sedere fecit nos in celeſtibus in perſona Chriſti, inque 
Z0vam viien excitavit, © ut Spirituin calis yerſemur tffi- 
£11, Zanch, ; 
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there's great reward, Pſal. 19.11. They eat the 
fat, and drink, the ſweet, Neh.8. 10. The mar- 
row, the ſpiced wine, the hidden Manna is their 
meat and-drink (ſo far as they have need of it) 
O the ſweet bits, and pleaſant lips they miſs 05 
who are idle in God's Vineyard: They that will 
210t work ſhall not eat, 2 Theſ. 3.10. Would you 
live high in your ſpiritual comforts, then werk 
hard inyour ſpiritual work, 

Thirdly, As is your work, ſo will your cormm- 
pany be: They that do earthly work, have 
earthly companions to labour. with them : As 
is mens Trade, ſuch is their company. The chs!- 
dren of the night have their fellowſhip with unfrut- 
full works of darkneſs, Ephe/. 5. 11.and gracious 
ſouls are companions with them that fear Cod, 
P/al. 119.63. Wicked workers have wicked 


men and devils caſting in their lot with them, 


Prov. 1. 14. And ſo have heavenly Traders 
heavenly company ; they have the preſence of 
God with them, 2 Chron. 15-2. The Lord is 
with you while you are with him : They have the 
Comforter with them, 7oh. 14. 16 He ſhatl give 
You another Comforter, that hemay abide with you 
for ever ; Rom. 8. 11. By hts Spirit that dwelleth 


:n you.No company like the Comforter : friends 
may leave you, butit you KeeÞ with God, and” 
0 O0Q Vi 


is will, the Spirit 0 abide with 
you for ever - though he may not alwaics be 
{cen of you, yet he w.ll aTwaics relide_ with you; 
Arthe beſt, friends can but ſtay with you, but 
the Spirit of Chriſt will dwell in you, and ive 
you the nearcſt and moſt intimate acquainta ice 
with himſelf (if you obey his voice, and follo'y 
Q 3 him; 
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tilt) God's lab6urers have the company of An- 


it given in charge to'tzke care of the Children 
of God, adto ca#ry thers i11 their arns,that they 
daſh not therr feet agaihſt a Fione, Pſal. 91. 11. 
Thoſe are lovely company indeed, ſuch as will 
never hurt you, but do you good ;' you ſhall be 
the better for them, Prov. 13. 29.- 

Fourthly, As is your work, ſo will your wages 
þe to all eternity : though not for your work 
yet according to it, Rows. 2. 6. Who ſhall render 
to every man gs. deeds : of) ip 
not 3 - te, according ts, not for their works : 
The Propoſition Na, noting here (faith Pa- 


res) (c ) not the merit, bur the meaſure,anals 
'or rule, by which undeſcrved rewards hall 2 


ciftributed, ard juſt puniſhments ſhall be in- 
flicted, as the word is uſed, Mar. 9.29.ch. 23 3. 
And fo as it refers te glory (ſaith he) it rather 
deſcribes the perſon to whom this glory ſhall 
be given, then ſhews the cauſe why it is given, 
as Mat. 25. 34, 35- Allo the wotd rendered 
(:mH76) is uled fora free reward that hath 


no refpe& to deſert, Mar. 20.8. The ſame re-' 


ward being given to him that wrought one 
hour, as to thoſe that bore the heat and burden 
of theday : Sa that the word (according ) notes 
the kind of work , not the caule of rewarq 


c) K272 non merium ſe;,nific at, Jed men/uram CeU &<va- 
201 av) qua | ramia diſtribuentur indebita © pena irro- 
gavuntur promerics, Parzus, 2.on propter quid, ſed gqui- 
bus fit dandidocetur, ldem. : 


reward 


they dre minitring [pirits to the berrs 


els allo: 
5 Jalvation, Heb. 1. 14- They pitch_theiy tents 
abont them that fear God, Pſal. 34. 7. and have 
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reward as it refers to 1alvation : ſuitable to 
that of Chriſt, Rev. 22. 32. Zehold I come quick: 
ly, and my reward is with me, to give every man 
accarding as his work ſhall -be: dmd#yas ings , 
w578 tegav als i5ar Indeed-evil works have thcir. 
cauſality, and deſert of puniſhment, bur not 
ron works of reward : Gryner gives three rea- 

ns: of the difference : Firſt, Becauſe good 
works procced from God, and are the' fruits of 
his Spirit in us; but evil works proceed from 
man, and arc the effets of his own fpirit and 
will. Secondly, good works arc imperfectly 
go0d as to degrees,and therefore cannot merit ; 
but evil works are perſedly evil, and therefore 
delerve death. Thirdly, Good worksare com- 
manded, and fo are but our duty, and cannot 
merit, (payment of debts are not. purchaſe) but 
ſins are forbidden, and fo are a breach of the 
Law of God, and deſerve death. Luke 17.10. 
The gift of God ts eternal life, but the wages of ſin 
#5 death, Rom. 6.23. Death is wages due, but 
life is a gift altogether Tree. By grace ye are 
ſaved, Epbeſ. 2.5. There can be no deſert of 
glory in the moſt ſpiritual duties of man + Be- 

caule 
Firſt, -They are not man's work, but God's in 
him, Fohn 15.5. Without me ye can do nothing, 
Gal. 2. 20. I live, yet not 1, but Carift liveth m 
me- Holinels is called the fruit of the Spirit, 
Epbeſ. 5. 9. Now the reward is due by way oi 
debt to' him that workcth; but to him that 
worketh not, "tis of grace, Row. 4. 4, 5, and 
therefore reward is not due to Saints who 
work not, but by ftrit way of juſtice ra- 
| O 4 ther 
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ther tothe ſpirit that worketh jn them. 

Secondly, They are no way propoertionable 
to the reward, and ſo not meritorious : Their 
work.is imperſety.rhey know but in part, and 
do but in part, 1 Cer. 3.9. Phil. 3. 12. The beſt 
duties as they come from the Saints kere, are 
ſpotty, andas ſweet waters that come from an 
evil veſſel, they ſavour of the cask through 
which they come : but glory is perfect ,- omni- 
bus mod:s, and hath no defett in it, Our works 
allo are finite, being created, and creature-afti- 
ons : hut the reward is infinite, the love and 
Slory of an infinite God. 

Thirdly, Though our Holinefs were perfcd,. 
vct it could not merit: becauſe it is due to God 
trom that relation we bear to him as. his crea-: 
rures,and redeemed ones, and from our promiſe 
and covenant with him to love, obey and ſerve 
him, Epheſ. 2. 10. 2 Cor. 8. 5. Duties are but 
debts,. not ats of favour to God : V/e owe God 
our felves, and our all, and are indebted to 
Chriſt for his Redemption: grace, more than we 
canever pay : we cannot (though we do all we 
poſſible can) requite the blood of Chriſt, and 
love of Chriſt: andtill we are out of debt we 
cannot merit. 

Fourthly, We havenothing to merit withal, 
for weare not our own, 1 Cor. 6. 19. Man hath 
notiing to give to God, who is not his own, but 
God's (as all redeemed ones efpecially are) 
Believers arc his ſervants: Rom. 14. 4. Who art 
thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant ? And a 
lervant is not his own: his time, ſtrength, ca- 
pacity,work, arc his Maſters : ſa are the Saints 

| * duties 
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duties the Lord's, not by way of legal compaQ, 
and requital of wages, but by way of redemp- 
tion, right and purchaſe, being bought out of 
the ſervice of ſin and Satan to his own uſe : and 
the ſervice of ſuch is a duc already upon a for- 
mer ſcore : a debt of thankſulncls, and cannor 
merita reward : Belides what can they give to 
God, who have nothing but what they reccive 
from God ? 1 Cor. 4. 7. Who hath fir#t given to 
him ? and it ſhall be recomperſed to him again : for 
ef hive, andthrough him, and to him are all things, 
to whom be glory for ever. | 

: Fifthly, Were rewards due to any upon tho 
account of his work , then man had ſomething 
to glory of ih himſelf, and might lay of Heaven 
as Nebuchadnez.zar did of Babylon, Dan. 4 30. 
Is not this great Babylon which I have buil for 
the houſe of the Kingdom,by tl e might of my | o ver, 
and for the hanour of my Majefty ? So might tuch 
{ay when they come to Heaven : Is ro: this the 
manfion I prepared and deſerved by my du- 
ties and graces, for my glory and blcſſednels ? 
For ſelf-juſticiaries, though they are forced to 
ſay tat their grace is given of God : yet they 
boaſt of the improvements of this grace as 
theirs, and glory is due to the improvement 
of grace (they ſay) and not to the bare grace or 
talent : and though they are driven to confe s 
Chriſt's merit, yet they. ſhuffle and ſay, Chriſt 
merited for them, that they might merit : Bur 
that is contrary to the Goſpel, which trci's vs, 
That *ris nor of him that willth, nor of him tx: 
runneth, but of Ged that ſpeweth mercy , Rom, g. 
v.16. And*tis God that worketh 14 you both ro 
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will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. 
-tnd that no fleſh ſhauld glory mis preſence, 1 Cor, 
1.29. Andtherefare God hath choſen the faoliſh, 
weak and baſe things of this world, and things that 
are not, of —_ to prevent this ſelf-glorying be- 
fore biw, verſe 17, 18. And the Apoſtle makes 
this reafon why Abraham was not juſtified by 
Works, but by Faith,caufe then he would have 
ſomething to glory in z but this could not be. 
Roms. 4.2. If Abraham were juſtified by works, 
he had ſomething to glory in,but not before God. So 
that the Saints, though they have a reward of 
their work, yet it is not for their work; 'tis a 
reward, not of debt, but of grace ; yea of glo- 
ri0us grace, according to your work, ( Chriſtians } 
God will not give you a jot lefs than the utmoſt 
of what your love and faithfulneſs comes toy 
Your lai50ur ſhall not be tn vain in the Lord, 1 Cor, 
15. 58. He will not fail of any of his Promiſes, 
or difappoint you of your expeRed end,but will 
be better than your hopes : You will ſay in that - 
day of compenſation, Who h#th begotten me alt 
theſe ? Iſa.q). 21.Whence is this to me ? Luk, 1. 
7. 43. When ſaw we thee an hungred ? Mat. 26. 
v. 37. Glory is a mighty thing, infinitely above 
ail your labours - Chriſtians, Heaven will 
make amends for all your duties and loſſes, 
and abundantly compenſate, and exceed all your 
Expences for God in theworld : And have you 
not reaſon to ſet about the work of grace, 
and drive on the employments of this Hea- 
venly Trade ? 


Queſt. 
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Queſt. Put what is this heavenly work which 
Wiſdow's Merchants muſt be driving on every 
day? 4 


Sol. 1 anſwer ; Firſt, in the general ; Hea- 
venly work is that work which hath a heaven- 
ly Author and Principle; a heavenly rule, and a 
heavenly end: work wrought of God by his 
Spirit, Foh. 3.21. Work done according to the 
will of God, and by Scripture rule, Col. 4. 12. 
Work wrought for God, and deligned purely 
-and ultimarely to his glory, 2 Cor. 10. 31, 

But more particularly, heavenly works may 
be conſidered under theſe two heads. 

Firſt, Such as are heavenly in the matter of 
them, as well as manner and end. 

Secondly, Such works, as though earthly in 
the matter of them, yet are done in a heaven- 
ly manner, and to an heavenly end. 

'Firft , That's heavenly work which is of a 
heavenly nature , matter, and manner, and 
end; as all thoſe religious duties are which 're- 
{pet God, our ſelves, and others. 

Firſt, Drive onthat work every day which 
bath God himſelf for its firft and'\more imme- 
diate obje, as all a&s of religious worſhip , 
both natural and inſtituted, moral and poſitive. 
Mat. 4. 10. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve: This is due to 
God fron all his rational and intelligent crea- 
tures, both men and Angels to worſhip him on- 
ly, with that reverential fear, faith, love, hope 
and delight which is duc-to him, as the Su- 

| preme 
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preme Majeſty of Heavenand Earth, the great 
Creator and Conſervator of all his creatures; 
and to ſerve him with that ſubjeRion and obe- 
dience as their relation to God their Sovereign 
calls for. This is the duty of all perſons, eſpe- 
cially thoſe that profeſs their owning of God, 
and choice of him to be their God in Chriſt, 
and peculiar treaſure. Deut. 13.6. Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God, and ſerve him, and ſwear 
by his name. Chriſtians, to let out your hearts 
upon the world, relations, {elf, and creawres, is 
to rob God of his {ervice, and to commit Ido- 
latry with the creature. Think this, when my 
heart runs out tothings below God, and my af- 
feions, hope, truſt and delight get over their 
banks, and break their due tounds, and ſubor- 
dinacy to God : when fondly dote upon, and 
take pleaſure (abſtraRively from God) in any 
creatures, then do [deal treacherouſly with my 
God, I rob him, and give his glory to another, 
Iſa. 48. 11. O ſet habitually your hearts on 
God, and let out your faith, love, hope, fear, 
deſires, and delighting pleaſures on God every 
day, yea all the day long, as your chiefeft good, 
ſupreme Sovereign, and laſt end. Prov.27.17.Be 
thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long. 
Again, external a&s of divine worſhip are 
part of thy every days work, which thou oweſt 
to God, and to be duly and' daily performed to 
him, asto pray, hear, and read his ſacred word : 
Theſe are that honour, homage and ſervice that 
is due to God: every day, eſpecially morning 
and evening; Frov. 8. 34. Deut. 6. 7. Exod, 


30.7. 1 Caron. 23, 30. Ezk 46. 13, 14als, 
1705 


« 
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Amos 4.4. 1 Chron. 16. 40, Pal. 55. 17. This 
is the daily burnt-offering to be prepared foc 
the Lord ; Exod. 2g. 38, 39. Morning and evcn- 
ing ; the vows that are to be deily performed. 
Pjal. 61. 8. God's mercies are new every morn- 
ing, and ſo muſt your praiſes be 2lfo. Lam.3.23. 
He keeps you day and night. //a. 27. 3. And 
"cis but . reaſonable you ſhould give h.m his 
morning and evening facrifice: you depend upon 
him for the mercies of cvery day , and he ex- 
pets from you the duties of every day, which 
is reaſonable ſervice. Rom. 12. 1. You have 
caily neceſſities, difficulties, trials, dangers and 
duties, in which you necd his help; and is it 
not your cancern to. be daily at his feet, and 
ſeeking his favour, counſel, ſtrength and ble: 
ling 2. p | | | 
Herein lies your profeſſed ſubjeRion to Gad 
alſo, ſlight religious duties,and you reject God 
from being your God : This very reaton doth 
Moſes give why Iſrael ſhould ſerve the Lord, 
and cleave tohjm, and ſwear by his name, and 
vive him all religious worſhip, Deur. 19.20, 21- 
He ss thy praiſe, and he is thy God , who hath 
done. for thee thiſe great ard terrible thingswhich 
thine eyes haveſeen. Dan. 6. 16, Thy God whom 
thou ſerveſt continually, he will deliver thee: *Ts 
a contradictian to ay that God is your God, 
and yet with-bold his ſervice from him : As 
toon as ever God had a people in the World, 
he had ſervice from them. Gen.'4. 26, Thu 
began men to call upon the name of the Lord: 
No ſooner had Seth (who was the other iced 
wh.ch the Lord appropriated to himſelf in the 
room 
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room of Abel) a Son and Family, but rhey had s 
peculiar worſhip ſor God,and were diftingutſhed 
from the Family of Cain by this, that they did 
ſerve God: This is the work of (God, that every 
Soul is bound to Eiſpatch every day, in Clofet _ 
and Family, in Spirit and Truth, with a pure 
heart fervently. SS 

This alſo is the beſt part of your work in 
the world, to attend on God ; all other ſervice 
is but drudgery, compared with your ſerving 
God, and tranlaRing the great matters of your 
Souls, and your-everlaſting concern. This is 
your intereſt alfo, to maintain nearnefs to God, 
who is the life of your fouls, the length of 
your days, and fountain of all your ſupplies ; 
there's-no ſuch pleaſure as in the ways of God, 
nor profit as in keeping his commands. O the 
blefledneſs of converte with -Godl, and main- 
taining a dayly -entercourſe with the Father of 
Spirits ! *tis the priviledge of Angels, and of-glo- 
rified Saints, to ibe always--beholding his face, 
1 'Theſ. 4. 17. Mat. 18. 10. - And the peculiar 
honour of the upright to dwell in his preſence, 
Pfal. 140. 12. 

There is no ſuch advantage alfoas to be much 
with God every day, Pſal. 73. 28. *Ts good 
for me to draw near to God: Often journeys to 
Heaven bring -in -much prefitz *rwas this way 
David did thrive'{o-much in wiſdom, grace and 
experience, out-fhining all the men of that 
age, an4 ſerving his generation by the will of 
God; his being wuch with God. Pal. 139.18. 
When [ awake 1 am ſtill with thee : 'By this near- 


nels 'to the Son of righteouſneſs did _— lo 
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2 on ripen for Heaven; and by his conſtant 
walk# with God, did he ſo timely get to his 
journeys end. . Of all that generation, we find 
none ſo foon ſent for home, and tranſlated to 
his reſt, as holy Encch; for whereas the ret 
lived nine hundred, cight hundred, ſeven hun- 
dred years: only he lived three hundred ſixty 
and fiveyears, 'and that which fo quickned his 
fitneſs for reſt , was his aRivity m heaventy 
work : Enoch walked with God, and wasnot, for 
God took, him, Gen. 5.23. He kept his conftanz 
turnsfyith God in his Garden -and Gallery- 
- walks, "and then went in with him into his Pre- 
ſence-Chamber, 'there to fit down with him for 
EVeT.- 
This alſo will make you thrive in your own 
- work, if you are faithful and diligent in Ged's 
work ; mind his concerns, and he will care for 
yours, Deut. 30 9. Obey the voice of the Lord, 
and do all his commandments, and the Lord thy 
God-will make thee plenteous in every good work. 
Ff Thy hand ; He ſhall make thee to about! in 
the work of thy-hand; (as "tis iff the Hebrew) 
(*) to have more than enough; (as Montznys 
renders it,) He will bleſs thee in every- work of 
Thine hand , (according to the Septuagint, ? 
other Copies have it; He will have a great 
deal of care of thee, &ic. He will make thee 
excellent with good things, (ſaith Fwnius : ) He 
will make- thee to enjoy good in every Work of, Cc. 
(laith Symmachas) He ſhall proſper the work 
of thy hand: It ſhall go well with ſuch. Dev. 
(*) TURN facier ſuper efſe te, way noes moruopnget 
os', excellentemefficiet ie Lonts. 
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4+ 40. Thou ſhalt keep therefore his ſtatutes and his 

commandments which 1 command thee this _— 

e may go well with thee, and withthy children af- 

ter thee, Gen. 42. 18. *Twas piety made Joſeph 

to proſperous in all he did, he feared God. Do 

thi,,and live, for I fear God: and God was with 

him, and made all he did to proſper in his hand, 

Gen. 39. 3. Whatſoever he doth ſhall proſper, 

Pſal. 1. 3. The bleſſing of the Lord ſhall be 

on the head and hands of ſuch ; let their con- 
dition be what it will in the world, yet it ſhall 

be well with tuch as fear the Lord; if he be 
afflited, yet his aMiQions ſhall turn to _Þis 
700d, and be part of his proiperity. 2 Chron. 
31.21. Andmevery work be began in the-ſer- 
vice of the Houſe of God, and in the Law, and in 
the Commandment , to ſeth his God, he did it 
with all his heart, and proſpered. The way to 
true proſperity leads by Heaven gates. Chri- 
ſtians, itever you will thrive in your own work, 
be ſure to carry on God's work: begin with 
God every day, the firſt ſruits are his. Diſ- 
parth religious worſhip in your Cloſets and Fa- 
milics before Fou enter on your carthly buſi- 
nels : Clo every day with him, he is the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end, and 
muſt have the iſſue as well as entrances of eve- 
ry day. | 'The morning and evening facrifice arc 
his, 1 Coren. 16. 40. 2 Coron. 13. 11. Pſal.5 5.17. 
Give God his due, before you render to nature 
its dues. 7Pſal. 61.8. Pay your vows to God 
every evening, before you run on ſcore for 
new mercics : See all things ſecured in ever- 
laſting. Arms before y oulie down to- reſt ;, pur 
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thy Soul and: thy All into the hands of Chriſt 
by ſolemn devorion and reſignation every night ; 
get the wateh - ſet, and all things ſafe, before 
chou expolſeſt thy felt to the hazards of the 
night, and intereſt upon an incapacity to ſecure 
thy ſelf from- the leaſt danger. O prgſtpus 
{ouls! Iyenot down as dogs and ſivine , WW, 
when they have filled their bellies; get to their 
yes and kennels. 

Secondly, carry on all that work daily which 
hath a more ſpecial reſpeR to your own ſelves, 
and leads -to the ſanfifying, comforting, _ 
trengthning, edifying, faving of your precious 
ſouls. Next tothe glory of God, yea in pur- 
{luance- of it, thy own Salvation is thy chicf 
concern ; What will it profit a 'man to gain the 
whole World, and to loſe his own Soul ? or what 
ſhall a man give in exchange for his Soul? What 
is left, if the Soul be loſt? and what is done, 
if, after ail, the Soul be undone ? To look at- 
ter others Souls, and negle& thy own; and to 
ſecure all things elſe, and leave deſtruttion 0n 
thy ſelf ,” is folly like to hers thar ſaved her 
goods from the fire, bur left her child ro -periſt: 
inthe flames. Salvation is your chiefeſt work, 
committed to your care, and to be accountec! 
for in the- day of Chriſt. Phil. 2. 12. Work 
out your own Salvation with fear and trembling.” 
And tis great work alſo, many things muſt be 
attended too, and ſeveral things ditpatch'd, if 
ever {ouls be taved. - © 
Firſt, You: muſt carry on heart-work -evei y 
day; and that's'/great work : they that arc 2c-' 
quaimed. with-'their _ hearts, know there 
0:13 x3 | is 
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is much to do in and about them: There is no- 
thing more out of order than man's heart, and 
nothing in man of greater concernment than the 
heart : Hence *tis the ſtrit charge the Lord 
gives his people to keep their hearts, Prov. 4. 
V. ove all Keeping (as 'tis in the Hebrew) 
be heart, Prov. 23.2. Epheſ. 3. 17. Prov.q- 
v.4. Theheartis the one thing Chriſt looks 
for; the chief room he dwells in ; his ware- 
houle, where he laics up his goods; his work- 
houſe, where he cuts out, and prepares his 
work, Prov. 16. i. A great part of Salvation- 
work is done in the ſecret chambers of the 
heart - The heart is the root and ſpring in man 
whence all acceptable duties flow, Epheſ. 6. 6. 
doing the will of God from the heart;, and to be 
elpecially looked after. A Chriſtian finds a great 
dcal of work to do about his heart every day : 

There is » 
Heart-ſearching work,, Pſal. 64. 6. The heart 
of man is deep, and not cafily fathom'sd ,, *tis a 
long journey to the fartheſt end of the heart, 
which no man ever yet reached in this life : 
The Seca is deep, and yet it hath a bottom: The 
World is large, and yet ithath been compaſſed ; 
but who hath ever travelled through his own 
heart, to ſet up his on altra, and ſay, Hitherto 
its wickednels goes, and no farther. *Tis decect- 
ful alſo above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
who can know it ? Fer. 17.9. A man hath no 
{uch cheater tc deal with as his own heart; it 
hath ſuch Cameleon colours, Maander windings 3 
zuch labyrinth turnings, ſubtle ſhifts, falſe pre- 
rences, clole deſigns , faix promiles , ſmooth 
excuſes, 
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excuſes, rhetorical pleas , ſeeming integrity , 
deep-rooted hypocriſie, that a man cannot tell 
what to make of his heart , or how to firid it 
out 3 and this calls for conftant ſearchings and 
obſervings of the heart : Beſides, the Lord gives 
his people the ballance of the SanfAtuary on pur- 
pole to weigh it in, and cefts out a lint of pro- 
vidence every day totry it by. Men meet with 
occaſional providences , temptations, employ- 
ments, companies, changes, mercies, affliqions 
all which helg;to diſcover the heart; the iffue 
of which is to be obſerved in order to the find- - 
inp out of thy heart, | 
Heart-judging work : Vhen Chriſtians have 
found out the evil of their hearts, their pride; 
' hypocrific , &c. feen the proof and evidence 
clear, and how contrary to Law and Goſpel, to 
Equity and Mercy, to Light,Etperience, Warn- * 
ings, Patience, Profeſſion and Promiſes, they are 
then tocharge theſe things upon the heart, to 
ſet home the evil with all the aggravations of 
it, fromitsnatureand effeas; from the quality 
of the perſon, the time, place, continuance in 
it, attempts and means of cure, compared with 
others bencath them for ſight, profeſhon, means 
and mercies ; and having by theſe - arguments 
convinced the heart of its exceeding evil, theft 
to paſs ſentence againſt, and condemn it as un- 
worthy of any mercy, and deſerving of all the 
threatnings in the Word againft it,until the heart 
come to bear its iniquity, and feel its exceeding 
infulneſs, and cry out -with the Apoſtle , 'Q 
wretched man that I aw ' who ſhall delrver me from 
The body of this death ? Row. 7. 24. This pp 
& P 2 e 
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be of wonderful uſe to clear up your ſincerity, 
to preſerve the tenderneſs of your ſpirits, to cut 
off all cxcules, falſe hopes, and ſecurity in fin, 
and make it more abominable when'-it appears 
with its moſt taking allurements,;-2 Cor. . 7. 11. 
1 Cor. 11. 31. and this wouldevidence your in, 
tereſt in pardon, and freedom from Divine con- 


* demnation. 


Heart-bumbling work. O the pride that 
lodges, yea livesin, and incorporates with this 
little piece the heart of man ! how unſearchable 
is it, and paſt finding out / like leaven. in the 
lump, and poyſon in the cup, which cannot bg 
ſeparated by a humane hand ; as rottenneis in 
the bones, that cannot be fetched out. Pride is 
as that loſty mountain before Zerubbabel, which 

muſt become a plain, Zach. 4., 7« as deeply 
6 rooted trees, whats Mores are not eaſily pluck- 
cd up. One compares ſpiritual pride to the ſhirt, 
or inmoſt garment, which the Saints laſt of all 
put off ; and which like the Ivy, will. not” be 
pluckt out, till the wall in which. it is c:mes 
down alſo. O the tuggings a child of God hath 
with his proud heart, to get and keep it low / 
As the Spider, whatever it feeds on it turns to 
poiſon: So is it with the proud heart of man; 
it turns all it does, hath, meets with, and ſees 
to the nouriſh.nent of pride; proud of its fins, 
proud of his graces; proud under affliftions , 
and proud of mercics; proud of honour, and 
proud of humility:; proud of God's favpur,and 
proud undey his 7 het . O what a ſtrange dif, 


calc is pride, that feeds upon, the. means which 
the Lord gives to cure it, and gets ſireng 
| | rom 
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from the remedy to nouriſh the dilcalc ! like 
Epbraim's wound ; when God would have heal- 
ed one, another appeared : And this helps to 
make a Chriſtian's work great work indeed, 
which is never donetill his day be done, and his 
Tabernacle pulled down. | 

Heart- purging work; The heart of man na- 
turally is a very fink and kennel of uncleannels ; 
a fountain of pollution ; a running [fue full of 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, ar. 15S. 1. Ont of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulte- 
ries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs blaſphen.-s, 
theſe are the thmgs that dcfile the man, *TI'is nut 
accidental and adventitious filthineſs, for that 
may more eaſily be waſht away, Jer. 6. 7. but 
*tis. innate and connatural, and never - ceaſes 
bubling forth, - till the fountain be cleanled, and 
the root be changed. Sin in the heart is the root 
and ſpring of all the wickedneſs that defiles the 
thoughts, words and atiions. Chriſtians com- 
plain of their thoughts; they are peſtercd with 
vain, unclean, diſtrating thoughts in duty, and 
out of duty; whercas the diſtemper lies in the 
heart: Thoughts . arc but the” ebullitions and 
fwarmings of the heart : He tat will cure his 
thoughts, muſt firſt cleanſe hisheart, 7cr. 4. 1.4. 
The heart is the neſt where thele Walps fly out 
and trouble the foul; the root that feeds thetic 
luxuriant branches, briars and thorrs that 
wound the conſcience; and the ſtrong ſort of 
Sion, where thele Febuſites hide themſelves, and 
iſſue out to prey -upon the gracious foul : Till 
the neſts be ſpoiled, the Ax laid to the rat of 


the tree, and this ſtrong Toyer attacl''d, anJ 
Þ thicll 
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theſe blind and lame removed, ſouls will never 
be freed from irruptions of fin in their thoughts 
and converſations: This (Chriſtian) is buſie 
and harg work, and part of thy dayly _— 
ment in this Heavenly Trade; to ſweep, waſh, 
drainand cleanſe thy filthy heart, by ſound re- 
pentance and faith in the promiſes, death ard 

blood of Chrift. | 
Heart-quickening work, The heart is thc 
promur mobile, the great wheel in the Watch 
that ſers all a going ; if that ſtop, all faculties 
are ſtill : A lively heart makes a diligent hand 
torid away ſoul-work, and a nimble foot to 
run in the waies of Gods Command ; when the 
keaxt is quickened, then every duty, inward, 
outward, publick, private goes onz tuch a ſoul 
needs no ſpur to quicken it, nor pully to draw 
it toits duties. O what a burdenare ſome ta 
their Chriſtian friends, to keep them up, and 
draw them on inthe way of God,and all becauſe 
their hearts are dead, and that livelineſs which 
once leem'd to be in them is departed ! The 
ipring that at firſt made them ſo ative, is 
weakened or broken; the waters that fer their 
Mills a going fail, and that temporary love, and 
common grace, like ſtanding pools having na 
fountain to maintain them, are dried up by con- 
{uming luſts, and ſcorching temptations ; to that 
now they wither in all their branches, and be- 
come weak, cold, and indiſpoled to every work 
of God and their fouls. Some of theſe dange- 
rous {ymptoms of decayed grace , are found 
alſo in ſincere fouls, for not looking after their 
nearrs betimcs, and keeping them clole to a 
quicK- 
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uickening Jeſus, by a lively faith in the promi- 
es. Chriſtian;-mind this alſo every day, to main- 
tain thy ſpiritual life, by freſh quickenings, and 
reviving influences, from the fountain of life, 
on thy weak and dying heart, making uſe of all 
mſtituted helps for ſoul-ſtrenthening z as hear- 
ing, reading, meditation, holy conference, and 
the like. . 

| Heart-teaching ang enlightening work. A light 
head, and a dark heart may dwell rogether ;, add 
it ſeems to be the concition of too many under 
the Goſpel this day. A ſpiritual cye to look 
mto the myſtery-of truth, and believing affci- 
onare diſcerning of excellent things, is not calily 
faund ; even while Chriſt is read, a veil is on 
mens minds, aad their fooliſh heart is darkened : 
And this is one reaſon ſouls. walk not as chil- 
dren of light ; *tis becauſe they are not light in 
the Lord, Pſal. 49. 8. TheLaw of God is not 
within their hearts ; they have no inclination 
or power upon their hearts' to do the will of 
God they know, fer want of. this heart-know- 
ledge : Be carneſt with God to beam over your 
hearts, to make that the Hemiſphere where the 
Sun of Righteoutnets may daily ariſe with heal- 
ing in his wings : Cry with David, Pſzl. 1.9.36. 
Incline my heart tothy Law: Let my heart lean 
and ftay upon thy Law, as a man doth upon a 
ſtzffto bear him up: Get a greater nearncls in 
your hearts to truth, that the Word may be 
wrought in, and incorporated into your hearts ; 
that it may be a Goſhen, a Land of Viſion, and 
full of the underſtanding of the Lord. 
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Heart- keeping and heart-watching work, The 
heart is bent to backſliding , if it be not. kept 
and held faſt tothe Lord and his waies ; *tis ſtil] 
turning aſide, and winding off from its proper 
duty. The Lord complains of 1ſrae}, Pſal.73.8. 
They 4id nat ſet their heart aright, and their ſpirit 
was rot ſtedfaſt with God: They did not pre- 
pare, adapt, diſpoſe their hcart to God ;, neither 
was 1c conſtant and Redfaft with him, but on eve- 
ry occation did ſtartiafide : So falle a thing is 
man's heart, if not under a watchful eye, and 
ſtrong hand, holding it faſt to God, Prov.4.24, 
Keep thy heart with all diligence; Keep it as un- 
der lock and key,' bolted againſt (in, and bound 
by cords of love -to- every duty :- And what a 
Hard Province is this! O the work that a child 
of God hath to keep his heart in oxder one mg- 
- menr.;. to keep down fin ; to: keep'it from the 
power of corruption, and prevalency of temp- 
ration ;.to keep up'grace in the heart - to main- 
| tain'irs deſires after- God, and things that; are 
excellent : to-preſerve its affections to things 
above: ro hold the thoughts, on. God , and 
things eternal , that they: ſtart not- away : to 
continue 1:5 integrity : to perſorm, its purpoſes : 
rg {ccurc its frames, cperiERces. Ang ; Enjoy- 
inerics ! And he that : will thus. keep his hearr, 
uſt watch it conſtently, never have. his eye /off 
irom it, or tuffer his jcalouſie; concerning it to 
ceaie: Fe muſt be alwaics making it over to 
the Lord Jetus for. ſecurity , «nd be till im- 
ploring help from Heaven, faithfully , following 
all rhe inflruions ke gives [towards its ſe- 
cur n3: This is heart-work, and the firſt _ 

0 
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of this heavenly work that concerns your 
ſelves. | | | 
Secondly, You muſt carry on mortification- 
work every day, Cal. .3. 5.. ortifie therefore 
your members whnch are upon the earth : fornica- 
tron, uncleanneſa, 4vordinate afetion, evil concu- 
piſcence, and covetouſneſs which is Idolatry. The 
Apoſtle baving :ffur'd the believing Coloſſians 
ol their future happineſs, doth thence infcr 
their duty . and. neceſſity to preſs after utmoſt 
holineſs. here,; as the. way to this blefleancls : 
The firſt part of which holineſs lics in this great 
work of mortification : there is no greater 
motive for Relievers putting off fin, than well- 
groundes hopes,of intereſt in Chriſt and glory : 
if. Heaveri be yours .hercafter, holineſs muſt be 
yours now -| There is no place for lig in Heaven, 
nox uncleanthzng can entgr.there. ,Then haſten 
away ſin now. ;, that's his Argument : .(Mortifie 
Wur members :,)) Ger your ſelves.rid of fin: 
put to death, weaken. and deſtroy. the whole 
body. of: ſin, with all the parts and gſues of it: 
the head, and ruling nower of {in had its mor- 
tal wound beſore :, verſ.. 3. Ve are dead: habi- 
tually dead to. fin, the world, and, ſelf - they 
have got thejrdeaths-wound, the ſtab i5 at.the 
heart, and can never be healed more: but they 


- arenot aRually dead, more blood mult tun, 


and ſpirits be ſpent, and this-monſter be weai:- 
ned every day; PraRical mortification is want- 
ing, and muſt be promoted daily. This ſprrs- 
tual death tofin(a) (faith. Navenant) is not 2; 
(a) Mors naturalls eſt pura frivatibinee admittis in ſul - 
je4o | aliquid contrgrii ſed moritjicatio ſpiritualis x01 ef? 
. | fiir 


| 
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purs fprivatis, nem dum corpus boc mortale geſftamas re- 
liuquitur aliquid de contrario fomite, quod oppugnandum- © 
wagis magiſq; mortificandumeſft. Daven. | 


the natural death ;, for that"s a + og privation , 
and admits of nothing in the ſubj 


jeft thats con- 
trary to it; Put ſpiritual martification 1s. net 
prrely privative, but while we live there*s ſome- 
thing left that is of a eomrary nature to holmeſs, 
which muſt be daily oppoſed and deftroyed. Sinin 
Believers is driven from the royal fort of the 


; heart upon Chriſt's entrance into it,but poſſeſſes 


the ſuburbs and out-works of the foul, from 
whence it muſt be gradually expell'd alſo by 
the pertiiying influence of the ſpirit; like the 
Canaanites which were remov'd from the 
Mountains, ' but could not be wholly driven out 
of the Valleys, that 7/rael' might by them be 
prov'd, and Fm to war, Fudg. 1. 19.ch.3.1,2. 
So the Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth not preſently de- 
roy corruptions fromthe people, that by tha 
their fincerity may be proved, their graces ex- 
erciſced, anSthe mighty power of his ſpirit ma- 
nieſted - This makes a Chriſtian's work buſie, 
and conſtant, having to do with, potent enemies 
within and without, Eph. 6. 4. which muſt be 
fought every day, and a continual war main- 
tained with them duringlife : without fighting, 

no conquering ; without ſtriving, no crowning, 
2 Tim. 2.5. Ti with a child of God, as with 
Jſrael when fighting with Amaleckh, if the hands 
of Faith and Prayer be not held up, no con- 
queſt; when theſe are down, ſpiritual Amelth 
prevails. O the loſſes that Chriſtians ſuſtain 


tor want of mortification, by reaſon of which 
their 


ay * 
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their foil'd corruptions rally up, and take their 
graces captive! Let men neglett rhe conſtant 
prattice of martification , (b) (faith Davenant) 
aud their vices that were trod down and ſubducd, 
wrll ſcon reſume their ſtrength ; their corruption 
that was lopt off will bud out again, and the gra- 
cts of the Spirit in them being almost ſtrangled, 
man returns te his former temper. Hence core 
thole dreadful ſcars of good ſovls , that the 
grace of God was never ia truth in them, bur 
that they are ſtill in a carnal ſtate, and ſhall 
periſh at laſt, and all this for want of carrying 
on' the work of mortification in them: As a 
lively Faith overcomes fin, fo prevailing luſt 
weakens Faith, 1 Foh. 5. 4. Eph. 4: 2. 30. with» 
ſtands the ſealing-wark of the Spirit, and over- 
throws the work of the Soul's hopes, filling it 
with fears about the unſoundnelſs of his eſtate, 
and the miſerable iſſue ol all his profeſſion, cx- 
pericnce and labor. ' By this ladder of un- 
mortified ſin, the Devil ſcales the royal fort of 
Faith, throws down its Towers, and mans it 
againſt the Soul's peace, comfort and holineſs. 
O the miſchiefthat Chriſtians do to themliclvcs 
by indulging fin, and for want of a vigorous 
purſuit of this great duty of mortification'! 
which makes them like to //rae!, who being 
once upon the borders of C:naan, were by 
their unbelief, and unſubdued luſts, brought 
back near the confines of Egypr again,and aticr a 


—— ——_ — ——— 


(b) Si neglexerint ferpetuam praxim mortificationis, vitia 
conculcats & ſubatla reſumunt vires , corruptyo! abtenſa 
repullulat © ſeffocas eratia ſpirieus ſaniti redit home as 
imgenium ſjuum, 


ay. 
Wear \- 
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| wearying unconſtant life, were | conſum'd in 
the wilderneſs at laſt. So *tis with gracious 
Souls, by their unmortified Iuſts, after ſome ac- 
cefſes to grace, taſtes of divine tove, hopes of 
plory, and fairneſs for Heaven, they are brought 
back to the borders of Hell again, and made to 
ipend their life in an uncomfortable and ſoul- 
Giſtreſſing wilderneſs. Chriſtians, *tis not ſecu- 
rity enough ſor your peace /and'ſpiritual wel- 
fire, that (in hath loſt its dominion , unleſs its 
firength and life be impaired alſo : dethroned 
fin may bid you many a battel , .and give you 
fore foils, and though it may not- recover the 
Scepter,yet it may keep the Sword ;, and when 
it cannot mount the Throne, may. get into ſome 
firong hold, and put the foul: to much trouble 
c*re it be beaten out again: : Neither is it ſafe 
to acquieſce in ſome temporary- truce with 
thy corruptions; bloody ..overthrows have 
been oft imes the events ofa. ceſſation of war 
for a feaſon- Joab blew rhe Trumpet, and all the 
people ſtood Hill, and purſued after Iſrael no more, 
neither fought they any more, (ji. e. for that time.) 
2 Sam. 2.23, And yet'tis ſaid, cb. 3. 1. Now 
there was long war between the houſe of Saul and 
the houſeof David ; but thehouſe of David wax- 
ed ftronger and ſtronger , and the houſe of Savl 
waxed weak'y and weaker :. Sin may ſeem to 
yield, and trouble thy ſoulno more for a time, 
hut carry it quietly with thce , as Joab did to 
Avner, and on a fudden {mite thee to the 
ground, though not to death, 2 Sam. 3. 27.Nor 
15 it enough that ſin be in chains, and under re- 


frajnt through the prelent firength of over- 
: comirs 


 —_— 


—_ 


coming grace,unlefs it be.-hang'd up in chains as 
a" dead malefator. - Secured: [uſt may break 
priſon;and eſcape from under thy hand ( as Ber- 
badab did from Ahab) to thy greater hurt, 
1 Kings 20: 42+ What miſchief have chained 
Bears and Lions done whea broke looſe ? Be- 
liever, thy conditjon is not ſafe till thy ſin be 
dead : what Saul ſaid to Fonathan, 1 Sim. 20,1. 
may be applied to thy caſe; As long as the Son 
ef Jeſſe hveth. upon the ground thou” ſhalt not be 
eFtabliſhed, nor thy Kingdom ;' wherefore now ſend 
and fetch him to me, for he ſhall ſurely dye: S6 
can thy Soul obtain no ſtabilityin. grace; but be 
always full of vps and downs, and have wars 
and changes againſt thee till thy corruptions be 
ſubdued. 


Queſt. But how. ſhall ] do to get fin mortified ? 

; 4 am convened "tis my duty, but find it not my 

capacity :.\ After all my ſtrivings, prayers and ' 

| hopes, :1 am Still foiled, and fear I ſhall one day 

| pereſb by the band of theſe Sauls. O when hath 

the Kingdem be reſtored to [irael ? When ſhall 

, the deliverer come to my ſoul £ What ſhall ] do 

to get theſe mountains a plain; before Zerub- 

| babel ? , a:d theſe Thieves crucified with my 
Lord. Chriſt # P 


Sol. .If. ever thou meaneft to.'get the death 
of thy (ins, , take theſe diretions., | ti 
_ »Dret. 1,}Fuſt, Donothingthat might tend t6 
Arengtben Bo Fowl: 3: L4« Make ToxunTas'\ 
no proviſion far theifieſh, to fulfill. the edvSd ſic. / 
les thereof ; the word lignifies a provident = 
Tl 0 
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of the fleſh, as mendo to maintain themſelves 
and families: Don't take up your thoughts 


abour it, how to feed and pleaſe your luſts: 


Never think to kill your corruptions- while you 

ſecretly feed and maintain them : Many com- 

plain of their corruptions, and yet all the while 

ſeed and ſtrengthen them. There-are ſeveral 
things that do contribute maintefiance to mens 
uſts. 

Firſt, Delightful Remembrance of former 
ſin, do wonderfully pleaſe 4 carnal heart, and 
ſtir up deſires to future fins: As the remem- 
þrance of former mercies is food to preſent 
faith, Pſal. 74. 14. Thou brakeft the head of the 
Leviathanin pieces, and gaveſt hiwto be meat to 
the people inhabiting the wilderneſs. Iſrael's de- 
liverance out of Egypr, and the breaking of Pha- 
r40þ's power, lcriouſly thought on, was food 
ta Iſrael's faith in the wilderneſs: And fuch 
are delightful remembrances of former fins - 
When a perſon takes pleaſure to think and 
talk of his former evils ; this doth feed pre- 
ſent deſires and hopes of fin. When Paul would 
help on the Romans freedom from the ſervice 
of lin, he lahours to get their preſent thoughts 
of former {ins imbitter'd. Row. 6. 21. What 


frunt had ye then in thoſe rr. whergof ye are now 


aſhamed ? for the end of theſe things 3s death. 
Secondly, Plealing Imaginations, and fancy- 
ing. of preſent or future (ins, ' Uo onderfulty 
ſtrengthen the habir of fin. ' | The Lord charges 
I ae!'s ſinful aRtions, as the produa of thei? 
wicked thoughts. Iſa. 65. 2 Which walketh vr 


# Way that was not good, | after rhivr ovn thoughts. 


} Sin 
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Sin firſt begins in the head, and ends in the 
feet; firſt working thoughts of ſin, and then 
aRual works of fin: - The Devil doth uſually 
ſtrike - the firſt fire on 0n the tinder of mens 
thoughts, which afterwards burns in their 
hearts and lives, Fam. 1. 15- When luſt hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth. forth ſri, and ſin when it 1s 
' finiſhed, bringeth forth death. They that would 
avoid the birth of fin in their lives, muſt rake 
heed of the conception of fin in their pleaſing 
thoughts. They that would help on Babylor's 
ruine, muſt prevent its propagation, and put s 
timely check to their growth; daſhing their 
lietle ones againſt the ſtone, Pſal. 137. g. Leave 
(4) not any thing that belongs to Babylon: in thy 
foul, faith Hugo. 

Thirdly, Unbelief firengthens luſt, Zer. 2. 25. 
But thou ſaidſt there is no hope ; as for 1 have 
loved ftrangers,and after them I will gog2N\1 De- 
. ſperatam» ef (ſcil.) cor. My heart deſpairs of 
help; I fear it will never be better, therefore 
I will po on in my way, Unbelicf ſtrengthens 
luſt, and makes the foul aprey to it. 'Twas by 
undelief 1ſ-aecl fall in the wilderneſs, both into 
fin andruine. And the Apoſtle Cautions Chri- 
ftians that they fall not by the ſame example of 
unbelief, Heb. 4.- 11. Twas unbelieving de- 
ſpending fears had almoſt turned up David's 
heels, had not grace ſuccoured him by the 
Word, F/al. 73. 2. _ for me, my feet were 
almoft- gone,” my ſteps had well-nieh ſlipt. And 
hence. cies this. weakneſs of jo ,» and 

pth of corruption? Why, it was from the 
GO me rn iajbmem oo 
EF appre- 
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apprehended: proſperity of fin and ſinners; :and 
the {ucceſlcſs iſſues of -his profeſſion and obe4 
dience : Verſe 15. Verily :1 have cleanſed. my 
heart in vain, and waſhed my hands in mnecency : 
If this be the fruit of my holineſs, - then all my 
labour is in vain 3: *tis tono purpoſe I have. fol- 
lowed God allthis while, if wickednels ſhak-car- 
ry it at laſt. O,take heed of unbelief if ever you 
would get down your luſts; _ ; {4 
Fourthly , Preſumption ſecretly conveys in 
relief to ſin, and fuccours it againſt all the fieges 
of Word and Spirit, 2 Pet. 2. 10. Preſumptuous 
are they, ſelf-wil'd. A prefumptuous ſoul is a 
telf-plealing foul , one that - pertinaciouſly - and 
wilfully ſceks his own carnal contentments,: Tis 
2p x05 T5voray, (As the word imports) he, 'will 


boldly adventure on the 'meſt dangerous iſſues - 


of fin, ſo he may but pratifie his luſts, and. ob- 
tain his ſinful defires.z he fears no dangers,ſticks 


at no hardſhips, though God and his Word be | 


againſt him z .it makes the {inner go. againſt 'all 
warnings, threatnings, counſels, with hopes of 
ſuccels. Numb. 14. 44. But they preſumed to go 
up to the hill top, werſe 42. * The Lord ſorbad 
them to go , threatning his remove from them, 
and their ruine, if they durſt go up againſt his 
will. Nay, it was ſaid, The Ark, of the Cove- 
nant of the Lord ;, and Moſes went not out of the 
Camp; would: not ſtir one foot with them:-4n 
that wicked enterprize, yet they would go...\0 
take heed of .Pretumprion, that does exceedingn 
ly keep up.(in; and pull down the (inner..,,-2:/- 

Fifthly, Carnal ſecurity. -js a; great friend 
fin, and contributes much7o its advantage; when 


hri- 


nl Im wo mm. ou nnd ond i ad Lam net 2 


— __— » a. Mi 


”" WW" -"_ 


wa 4 


4 + + 6% wh as © 


its the beft Trade, 225 
Chriſtians let down their Watch, and lye down 
to ſlumber, then Corruptions riſe up and pre- 
vails over them. When the Amalekites were 
ſpread abroad upon all the Earth, eating, and 
drinking, and dancing, becauſe of all the great 
ſpoil that they had taken out of the Land of 
the Phil:ſtines, 1 Sam. 30. 16, 17. David fell 
upon them, and ſmotethem from the twilight, 
even to the evening of the next day, and there 
eſcaped nota man of them ſave four hundred 
young men which rode upon Camels and fled. 
So *tis with gracious Souls after ſome great mer- 
cy, either ſome ſpecial priviledge-<njoy'd, ſome 
ſpoils upon their Luſts obtained, or token of 
God's Favour received, they become ſecure, 
' proud and careleſs, letting down their Watch, 
expoſing themſelves to temptations, and ſoon 
become a Prey to Sin and Satan. Jer. 48. 11. 
Moah hath been at eaſe from his youth, and he hath 
fertled on his Lees, and hath not been emptied from 
Veſſel to Veſſel, neither hath he gone into Captivity, 
therefore his taſte remaineth in him, and bis ſcent is 
not changed. ' If you would have a change on 
your carnal hearts, take hecd of carnal ſecurity 
ifFour hearts. b 
Sixthly, Self-indulgence helps to nouriſh Sin, 
when perſons 2re lovers of their own ſelves ; 
ſeek to pleaſe, indulge and gratifie the defires of 
carnal natural-ſelf; then Luſts thrive in that Soul; 
He that feaſts his Body (ſaith Ephrem Syrms) and 
ſtarves his ſoul, islike him that feaſts his Slave, 
and ſtarves his Wife. 2 Tm. 3. 2. Self-love leads 
the Van to all the Iniquities and Hypocriſies of 


the laſt times. O the Troops of Sin that march 
{40 under 
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undcr the banner of ſelf-love, and are ſecured 
by its conduct; hence ſelf-denial is the firſt ſte 
to Chriſtianity, Mat. 16, 24. You can never —_ 
per in your ſalvation-attempts, or decay in your 
fſoul-ruining lults, till you learn to deny your 
ſelves in every part of it. Take hzed of a ſelfiſh 
ſpirit, if you would be fincere fouls, and ſee the 

eath of your luſts. 

Seventhly, Opportunity favours ſin exceed- 
mgly, and helps ro keep its hopes alive, and 
gives it occaſion for its entargement. Oppor- 
tunity is the Midwife of luſt, and helps to deli- 
ver it of its inward conceptions and pregnant 
defires: *'T was opportunity that blew the coal 
of David's luſt into a flame, 2 Sam. 11.2. and 
midwiy*d out Hezek:ab's pride, Iſa 39. 2. Had 
it not been for opportunity, Loe might have 
eſcaped the ſin of Inceſt, as well as the ſufferings 
of Sodom, Gen. 1g. 39. to 37, and Fndah vun- 
, Cleanneſs with his Daughter-in-law Tamar : 
*T was opportunity that expoſed Dinab to a rape, 
and Peter to the temptation of denying his Lord 
and Maſter. Take heed of adventuring into the 
- way of temptation, and going to the borders of 
ſoul-danger ; ſhun the occalions of evil; turn 
aſide out of the way of ſnares, Prov. 1. 15- 
. Chap. 4. 14, }5- Temptation feeds corruption, 
en{nares and entangles the feet, and (as fewel) 
keeps in: the fire of luſt. You may as fafely 
ſuffer the ſparks to come near to gun-powder, 
as opportunity to corruption. 

Eighthly, Impenitency in fin ſtrengthens the 
hahit of fin. Jer. $. 6. No man repented bim of 
his wickedneſs, ſaying, what have I done? euery 
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one turned to his courſe, as the horſe ruſheth into 
the Battel. They run on furiouſly in fin, as the 
Horſe doth into the Battel, who runs till he 
ſweats (ſaith Theodorer.) So they have no end 
or ſatiety of ſin; and (b) this umpenitency in 
fin was the cauſe of all their pertinacy in fin. 
Impenitency hardens the heart, and heaps up ſin 
on fin untd the day of wrath, Rom. 2. 5- Take 
heed then of all thoſe things that may in the 
leaſt maintain and keep up fin in your Souls, as 
ever you think to bring it down: That's the 
firſt Advice, 

Dire. 2. Secondly, Not only ſhun what- 
ever might ſtrengthan ſin, but take heed you go 
not our in your own ſtrength againlt fin, if ever 
you think to mortifie it: He that would mor- 
_tifieſin, muſt be able to maſter Devils, Epheſ. 6. 
v. 12. But hnmane ſtrength is no match for 
Devils: If man in his pure eſtate were too 
weak for ſuch an Adverſary, then much more 
impotent is impure and imperfect man : *Tis not: 
the Woman, but the Womans ſeed muſt bruiſe the 
Serpents bead, Gen. 3. 15. The Saints victory is 
through bim that hath loved them, and given him- 
ſelf a Sacrifice to God for them, Roms. 16. 20, Roma * 
8. 37. Epheſ. 5. 2. It muſt be his Armour and © 
Arm too muſt bring ſalvation from ſpiritual Ene-.. -| 
mies: Without me you can do ntthing, Fobn. 15. Fi”. *+ 
*Tis this makes Souls to fail in their attempts "/]-- 
againſt ſin, that they ſet about it in a ſtrength Z7* 
inferiour to ſin. When Angaſtine after all his _ 
fitrivings, vows and duties to bring down his 
corruptions, found them ſtill too hard for him? 
(6b) Tal cogitatio canſa fuit pertinacis nequitia, Tdem- _ > 
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he heard a Voice ſaying to. him, (c) Thou ſtandeſt 
'n thy ſelf. and therefore thou doſt not ſtand ; Where- 
upon he betook himſelf to Prayer, and Faith 
in the Blood of Chriſt, and ſo ,got ſome Vi- 
Ctory over them, When the Exorciſts, :A&:. 19. 
v. 15,16. went to caſt out Devils by the bare 
Name of Chriſt, without the Power of Chriſt ; 
both they and their- attempts ſoon miſcarried : 
Feſus Ikhnow, and Paul I know, but who are ye? 
and the man, in whom the evil Spirit was , leapt 
0n them, and overcame them, and prevailed over 
them, ſo that they fled out of the houſe naked, and 
wounded. Creature-ſtrength is too weak to ma- 
ſter that Enemy which hath the power of Hell to 
guard it. O gonotout againſt fin 

In the ſtrength of your purpoſes and promiſes! 
Peter to his own coſt, found that too weak to 
ſecure him in an hour of temptation. 

Go not out in the ſtrength of your frames and 
aftections: How eaſily can Satan beat the Saints 
from theſe Poſts, and caſt in a Flood todrown 
their warmeſt afteftions! The Galatians that 
were high in frames and. affections, and could 
talk of a bleſſedneſs, while ſpiritual, ſoon felt an 
alteration when they became carnal, Gal. 4. 15. 
chap 3+ 3+ | 

Go not ont in the ſtrengtn' of your duties 
and Performances; theſe are too weak without 
Faith and the Arm of Chriſt to charm theſe Ser- 
pents, and diſarm-ſpiritual Adverſaries. 

. Go not out in the ſtrength of your Graces; 
theſe are not Chriſt, nor have an Almightinefs 
inthem to bring down Sin and Satan; *Tis not 
' (ce) In #e tas ©& non ftas, © 


grace 
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race in Believers, but grace in Chriſt, that 1s 
Faffcierr ro guard the Soul: from Satan's buffet- 
ings, and to reſcue it from his Temptations, 
2 Cor. 12. 9. 

Dire&. 3. Thirdly, Get the Union between 
thy heart and fin broken: The life of fin lies in 
that Union it hath with the heart; if that be 
broken, ſin dies; as a man then cealſcth to live, 
when the Union between the Soul and Body is 
diſſolved: Sin hath too great a part even in a 
Believer's Heart, which moves for ſome reſpect 
and indulgence towards it: When the enlight- 
ned mind ſays, Crucihe it, the carnal affeftions 
cry, Spare it., is it not a little one? . And the 
heart (like the City of Jconium about Parl and 
Barnabas is divided. - Aft. 14. 4. And the Mul- 
titude of the City was divided, and part held with 
the Jews, and part with the Apoſtles. So *tis 
with the gracious Soul; Sin hath roo great a po. 
tency in the carnal mind, which mult be broken, . 
or Sin will never die: Get the Spirit's intereſt 
in thy heart ſtrengthened, and ſins party weak- 
ened every day. 

There are ſeven things that have agreat ten- 
dency to weaken the Hearts Union with fin, and 
withdraw its affections from it. 

Firſt, An abiding ſenſe of the great Love of 
Chriſt towards it, that he ſhould pity him, 
when pitied of none, left of all; love him, when 
wallowing in his Blood, and altogether unlove- 
ly in himſelf; love him, while an Enemy to 
God, yea to his own ſoul; love him ſo as to 
give himſelffor him; to leave his Father's Glo- 
Iy, and take up ſhame, yea taſte of death for 
| ahe's, Q 3 him; 
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him, love him, and paſs by others; call him, 
and leave others : the ſerious conſideration of 
this hath a great conſtraint on the gracious 
heart to hate ſin, which Chriſt ſo hates, andin 
love to the ſoul came to deſtroy. 

Secondly; A dne apprehenſion of the un- 
conceivable ſufferings of the Lord' Jeſus, 2nd 
all procur'd by fin: He was deſpiſed and re- 
jetted of men, a mar of ſorrows, and acquainted 
with grief, he bore our griefs and carried our 
ſorrows : he was —_ for onr tranſgreſſions, 
and bruiſed for our iniquites, he was oppreſſed 
and afflifted, and (or which gave an extre- 
mity to all theſe ſorrows) 3 pleaſed the Lord to 
bruiſe kim, to put him to grief, and to make his 
feul an offering for ſm: This made the blows the 
heavier, that they came from a Father's hand : 
Had any Enemy done it, it might have been eaſter 
born (though his rorments wcre unimaginable) 
b::t mine equal, mine acquaintance, my familiar 
friend, Pſal. 55.12, 13. My God, my Ged, why 
haft thow forſaken me ? Mat. 27. 46. and all this 
the fruit of fin : This makes a gracious ſol to 
bate ſin, that hath been ſo cruel to his beſt and 
only friend. | 

Thirdly ; A bcheving ſight of the excellency 
and holineſs of Chriſt, hath a mighty power to 
draw off the heart from ſin: when the Pro- 
pout had got a view of the Lord in his holineſs, 

e hath preſently unlovely and troubleſome 
thoughts of ſin. Iſa. 6. v. 1. to 7. Wo is may 
for I am undine, becauſe I am 4 man of unclean 
tips, and I dwell in the mitiſt of a people of un> 
clean lips;) for mine eyes. have ſten the hy ew" 
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Lord of Hoſts: A ſight of Chriſt's holineſs will 
make fin ſeem excceding vile and loathſome, 
and the ſoul reſtleſs till delivered from it : *Tis 
anacquaintedneſs with the holineſs and beauti- 
ful pcrfeCtions of Chriſt, that makes mcn fall in 
love with that deformed monſter, 11n: the train. 
ſcendent glory of Chriſt is hisgrace; and rhe 
glory of the Saints isto be like him, Foh. 1. 14. 
which is obtained through the immediare 
viewsof him. 1 Foh. 3. 2. When he appears, we 
ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee hin as be is; 
The hope of which fight, and glory, is foul- 
purifying now : ver. 3. And every man that ath 
this bope purifieth himſelf, as he is pure: No 
ſooner had the Apoſtles a fight of Chriſt's glo- 
rious grace, but the next thing was 4 reteiving 
from his falneſs grace for grace, Joh. 1.14.16; 

Fourthly ; A ſenſible ſight of the exceed'ng 
ſinfulneſs and evil of ſin will help tolooſen this 
conjunction between the heart and fin: when 
once Paid came to ſee the exceeding ſinfulneſs 
of ſin, and felt the killing fruits of ir in his 
ſoul, his heart preſently came to be looſened 
from the ruling power of it. Roz. 5. 11. 13. 
That which I do, IT allow riot , what I wonld, that 
do I not ;, but what ] hate, that doI. The ſenſt 
of the ſhameful fruits of iti was influential on 
che believing Romans towards their, freedom 

om ſin, Roz. 6. 21, 22. Chriſtians get your 
&fe more intently fix*'d on the curſed nature of 
ſin 3, how coritraty to God, how like to Devils; 
How filthy loathſome atid abominable : look 
upon the cettain dreadful effetts of fin here, 
atid ro all etetfity, if not rentbyeds it Hath 
Q 4 brought 
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' prought death on the Son of God, and deſtru- 
| tion on the Sons of Men, Bondage on the Crea- 
; tures, a Curſe on every thing men do and enjoy 5 
Enmity againſt God, Alienation from God, 
'robbing him of his Glory, croſſing his Will, 
| ſpoiling his Works, grieving his Spirit , hin- 
' dering the Soul in Duty, depriving it of Mer- 
| cy, expoling it to Judgment, neceſſitating it 
to Evil, weakening his Hopes, breaking his 
Peace, oppoſing his Grace, and endangering 
either the loſs or leſſening of his Glory ; with 
other innumerable miſchiefs, injuries, cruelty 
and miſeries that follow the Heels of it; with 
the great difficulty in its removal. 7 fay; be 
more in the heart-affefting conſideration of 
theſe things, and you cannot chooſe, but with 
Paul, be weary of fin, loath it, and long for a 
ſeparation from it, Rom. 7. 24. How can ye 
love that Knife that hath ſtabb'd your ner 
Friend, Father, Husband ; yea your own Soul ? 
How can you like that Cloud and Veil which 
ſtands between you and the Son of Rightcouſ- 
neſs, and keeps theſe quickning warming Beams 
from you, which would have cleared and 
ſtrengthned your heart ? How can you hug the 
Fetters, kiſs the Walls and Doors that impriſon 
your Souls in Bondage, and keep you from your 
beloved, and from the glorious Iiberty of the 
Sons of God ? what pleaſure can you take in 
that Thief which ſtole your richeſt Jewels, and 
- hath brought you toa Morſel of Bread ? 
$ly, Apprehenſion of that high dignity and ho- 
norable ſtate to which grace hath advanc'd you, 
& thoſe peculiar glorious priviledges which you 


are 
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are now inveſted with, hath a mighty influence 
on a gracious heart towards the abhorring of fin, 
1 Foh. 3. 1, 2, 3. Oh how unſutable are works of 
darkneſs to the children of light! how unbecom- 
ing is vile rayment to them that dwell in Kings 
Houſes: A Swine's ſnout to a Saint's Eye ; thick 
clay, and defiling dirt on the Hands, Face, and 
Heart of the Heirs of Glory, and Children of the 
Kingdom: what an unlovely ſight is it to ſe 
Kings wallow in. the mire as Swine; and ſuch 
who enjoy the priviledges of Angels, to do the 
work of Devils? Remember that thou art Son 
to a King, faid one. to Antiponus, and that will 
keep thee from baſe courſes. O Chriſtians? 
work in theſe thoughts upon the heart, and ſee 
whether there can be any room left for the 
works of the fleſh, vor affections thereof. 
Sixthlyz Expetations of future Glory will 
help you to deſpiſe that abominable thing, fin: 
Can you rationally look for a Throne with your 
Beloved hereafter, and lodge in th2 Boſome of 
your Idols and adulterous Lovers now? How 
can you think that head ſhall wear a Crown of 
Glory with Chriſt, who is always plotting to 
put Crowns of Thorns on Chriſt's head now ? 
| To reap life everlaſting then, who ſow tothe 
- fleſh now? Do you hope for that time when 
you ſhall be uncloath'd of ſin? and can you 
make it your preſent work to put on fin, ho!d 
faſt ſin? how inconſiſtent are deſires of fin, with 
hopes of freedom? Chriſtians, don't deceive 
your Souls, you cannot have ſure grounds of 
fellowſhip, with God hereafter, and allow the 
leaſt Communion between your hearts and fin 
now, Seycnth- 
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Seventhly, Maintained Union and Communi- 
on with Chriſt will break Heart-union aud Fel- 
lowſhip with ſin: As Heart-union with fin will 
not admit of Union and Communion with God. 
FHoſ. 4 17. Ephraim is joined to Idols, let him 
4lone: 1 will have no more to do with him; 
Pit leave, and remove from him : So Union and 
Communion with God in Chriſt, will not b:ar 
Union with ſin. Zoſ.2. 2. The Lord would not ſay 
Iſrael was his Wife, until her Whoredoms were 
put out of her ſight, and her Adulteries from 
between her breaſts: and no ſooner did ſhe return 
to a believing ſight of, and affeftionate Union 
with him, but ſhe preſently cries out, What have 
T to do with. Jaols ary more? Hoſ. 14. 8. Contra- 
ries oppoſe and weaken each other, - Pſal. 97. 16. 
Ye that love the Lord, hate evil. Matth. 6. 24- 
No man can ſerve two Maſters, either he will hate 
tbe one, and leve the other, or elſe he will huld to 
the one, and deſpiſe the other : ye cannot ſerve God 
and Mammon. Union with God is of an in- 
corporating nature. 1 Cor. 6. 17. He that :s 
joyned to the Lordis one ſpirit, and cannot ſubſiſt 
withour heart-leparation from ſin. 2 Cor. 6. 16, 
17. Iwill dwell in them, and walk in them, ———— 
wherefore come ont from among them, and be ye 
ſeparate faith the Lord. Cleaving to Chriſt by 
Faith is the beſt way to the relinquiſhment of 
ſin. The ſoul that hath conſtant Fellowſhip with 
Chriſt will not care for other Lovers, Phil. 3. 3. 
That's the third Direfion : Get the Unioti be- 
tween thy heart and ſin broker. | 

Diret}. 4. Fourthly, if you world mortifie 
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ſin, ſtrike at the root of it, and get the body of 
this death deſtroyed. The life of the Tree lies 
in the root; lop off all the Branches, yet if the 
root be ſound, the Tree lives, and the Branches 
will ſprout out again, 7ob 14. 7,3,9 Burt if 
once the root be cut off, the wtiole Tree dies 
and ceaſes from bringing forth Fruit. So tis 
with ſin, if you ſet againſt this or that particu. 
lar corruption, and let the Body of Death alone, 
not uſing means to weaken that, you will make 
but little of all your endeavours z when you have 
quieted one Lult, another ariſes: *Tts but to little 
P_ tolade away Waters out of a Ship, un- 
eſs you ſtop the leak that feeds them; while 
. thereis Water in the Sea, it will be ſtill running 
in. They that will cure adiſcaſe, muſt get the 
cauſe removed: Original fin is the ſource and 
fountain of all aftual ſins; as that.is weakened, 
ſo will the irruption of aCtual ſins be abated : 
The way to prevent the Inroads and ſtraglings of 
a Garriſon, is to begirt the Fort, and not only 
keep them in, bur ſcale and attach the ſtrong 
hold that ſecures them. This is the wiſdom of 4 
Chriſtian ( ſaith Mr. Burroughs) that when he 
gomes to labour againſt any corruption, he doth- 
not ſpend his time ſo much Free this or that par- 


ticular corruption, but ſtrikes at the Body of 
corruption : And hence is the reaſon that 
Chriſtian in ſo little time grow ſo: much, and get- 
fo much power againſt their corruptions, whereas. 
others are. a long time before they get any power at. 
all. "Tis with a Believers heart, as with a Gar- 
den overgrown with. Weeds; though: the tops: 
be often plucked off, while the mores 2nd gar 
a9dl 
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abide nnder-ground, all they do to cleanſe it is 
labour in yain, they ſtill ſpring up afreſh : So 
iS it with mens Corruptions, till the root be 
more withered and weakened. Now to further 
this work*: | 

Firſt,- Be deeply ſenfible of your ſinful na- 
tures, as well as ſinful ations: This the faith- 
fal complain moſtly of, even their ſinful natures. 
Iſa. 64. 6. We are all as an unclean thing, and our 
Riphteouſneſſes as fillby Rags. Pſal. 51.5. Behold 
1 was ſhapen in Tniquity, and in Sim did my Mother 
Eoncerve me. Rom. 7. 24. O wgetched man that 
1 am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death. 

Secondly, Apply the Death of Chriſt by faith 
to the whole Body of finin you. Faith fetches 
Virtne from a crucified Chriſt to dry up the 
Bloody Iſle of ſin, Lake 8. 44+ chap. 6. 19. This 
being the appointed way of God to bring down 
{in. The foundation of a Soul's redemption from 
im is laid in the Death of Chriſt. 1 Per. 2. 24. 
Who bare our ſims for us in his own Body on the Tree, 
that we being dead to ſin, might live to Righteouſ- 
meſs. This death to fin is the effeft of Chriſt's 
dying for ſin; this being” the end of his death, 
to redeem his people from all iniquity,. Tirws 2. 
v. 14 Chriſt's death for ſin was not only a 
pattern to Believers,bit a medicine and appoint- 
ed means to deſtroy their fin. Rom. 6. 6. Knowing 
this, that our old man is crucified w_ _ _w 
the Body of fin might be deſtroyed, that hencefort 
we feel £ oben. ſin. - Te by the oh of 
Chriſt that Paul was crucified to the World, and 
the World to him, Gal. 6. 14. Carry over thy old 

man 
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man to the Croſs of Chriſt, and bury thy ſtrong 
Luſts by Faith in the Graye of Chriſt, deriving 
Vertue thence to kill thy ſin. Faith brings the Soul 
into a fellowſhip with the Death of Chriſt, to 
receive the benefits and energy thereof; one of 
which benefits is a killing power on in. 

Thirdly, Improve Faith in the Promiſes. 
The death of fin in Believers, .is part of the New 
Covenant, and as ſure as pardon. Aficab. 7: 19. 
He will turn again, he will have compaſſion, he 
will ſubdue our Iniquities, and thou wilt caſt all 
their ſins ito the depth of the Sea, Mat. 1. 21. 
He ſhall fave his people from their fins, Rows. G6: 
v. 14. Deut. 30. 6. which promiles. are ſure-to 
all the ſeed: Thg Lord-Jeilus came on purpoſe 
to. perform the promiſes to, and in his people. 
Rom. 15. 8. To redeem them*from all imquity, 
Titxa2. 14, And to deſtroy the works of the 
Devil, 1 Joh. 3. 8. And Faith in theſe Promiſes 
is Soul-cleanſing, and Sin-ſubduing : Carry over 
thy unruly corruptions to Chriſt in the Promiſes, 
and ſue for Juſtice upon them. | 

Fourthly, Implore the conſtant help of the 
Spirit of Grace, both to diſcover, oppoſe and 
deſtroy thy corruptions:: This work is too hard 
for Fleſh and Blood ; nothing ſhort of the Eter- 
nal Spirit can get a full conqueſt over fin, and 
the power and wiles of Satan in thy Soul : 'Tis 
through the Spirit Believers come to mortifie the 
deeds of the Body, Rom. 8. 13. And by the ſpirit 
of Fudgment and burning, the Lord purges away 
| The Blood of Jeruſalem, Iſa. 4: 4. Ard by the Law 
of the Spirit of Life, we are made free from the 
Law of Sin and Death, Rom. 8. 2, Take heed of 

| grieving 
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grieving and impeding the Spirit of Holineſs, by 
which Kis gracious, fſanctifying influences are 
ſuſpended, and thou be left to the weakneſſes 
of thy own Spirit. Be much in Prayer and fer- 
vent cries for the Spirit's daily afſiltance inTthis 

great work. Es pps 
—Fifthly, Give no place to the leaſt motions 
of ſin, but maintain a conſtant War againſt the 
whole powers and body of fin: The want of 
eventing care, timely oppolition, and conltant 
arfare againſt all the corruptions of fleſh and 
ſpirit, is one thing that lays gracious ſouls under 
entanglements and prevalency of their Juſts. 
Fames 4. 17. 1Theſ. 5. 2. Rom. 12.9. We embrace 
(faith one) the deſires of our temptations upon 1m- 
plicit faith , not examining and withſtanding the 
firſt entrance of temptation, nor cruſhing the firſt 
motions of ſim. *Tis eaſie to cruſh the Serpent's 
Egge, but dangerous conflicting with it when 
it becomes a Cockatrice. A Rebellion may be 
with leſs ſtrength diſſipated art its firſt appear- 
ance, than ſuppreiled when it hath gathered 
head, I1/a. 14. 29. The Devils firſt aſſault (ſaith 
Chyyſoftome) is violent; reſilt that, and his ſe- 
cond will be weaker, and that being reſiſted 
alſo, he proves a Coward. A Chriſtian's Wiſdom 

and Intereſt lies much in theſe two things z 

Firſt, To take the ſtart of ſin, to ſtrike the 
firſt blow, to be in the Field beforeit; yea to 
baracado up its way, and to fall in upon its 
quarters; to lay in Proviſion againſt its very 
riſing ; to fortifie the heart againſt the leaſt con- 
ſent to ſin, by applying Threatnings and Promiſes 
betimes, and furniſhing the heart with Sove- 
| raign 
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raign and Scriptural Antidotes agaialt it: The 
negleft of this preventing care, deprives the 
Soul of needfyl helps againſt its ſupprifal, and ſo 
renders it weak againlt its firſt allaults. Aris 
at firſt (faith Hierom) was but a ſpark, but being 
not ſuppreſt betimes, he proved the incendiary 
of the whole Church. 

Secondly, To proſecute the Soul's Victory 
. over ſin: Sometimes the Lord gives his people 
power over a Luſt, by aſantified attliction, or 
bleiſed ordinance, which Victory , if purſued, 
might tend to the total ſubduing of itz but uſu- 
ally we grow ſecure after ſuch ſucceſſes, and 
donot follow the Vittory, but give over too 
ſoon, as Feaſh in his ſmiting on the Ground, 
2 Kings 13. 18, 19. The Prophet bid him ſhoot 
the Arrows of the Lord's deliverance, and ſmite 
upon the Ground ; and *tis ſaid, He ſmote thrice 
ard ſtayed; ' and the man of God was wroth with 
him, and ſaid, Thou ſhould'ſt have ſmitten five or 
fix times, then hadjt thou ſmitten Syria till thou 
badſt conſumed it. O what advantage might a 
Chriſtian get if he did but follow his Victory 
over his corruptions, and not ſuffer them to re- 
crvit and gather ſtrength again ! Give no reſt 
to thy Luſts nor ſpace for reviving ; no not for 
: moment, but keep up the Warfare every 
days. 

Sixthly, If you would further the death of 
Sin, keep up the life of Grace: As the life of 
Sin weakens Grace; ſo the'life of Grace keeps 
down and weakens ſin. Gal. 5. 16. Walk inthe 
yu and you ſhall not fulfill the luſts of the fleſh. 

eep up Grace and Sin will down, As _ - 
OK? 
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bouſe of David waxed ſtronger, the houſe of Saul 
wexed weaker, 2 Sam. 3. 1. *Tis written of 

» Syrus, that though hewas a man much 
given to paſſion in his youth; yet aſter he en- 
tered intoa ſtrict courſe of life, he was never 
ſeento be angry with any man. As you cannot 
get power over fin, but by thz Spirit of Grace ; 
to yon cannot keep the head over fin,. but by 
the Life of Grace : Get your Graces ſtrengthen- 
ed, and you will find your Corruptions. weak- 
ened. | ; 

Thirdly, You muſt carry on Renovation in 
Grace, and the inward work of Sanctification 
every day. Epheſ. 3.23, 24. And be renewedin 
the ſpirit of your minds: And that ye put onthe 
new man, which after God is created in Righteouſ- 
neſs. ond true holineſs (a). After the work of 
Mortification, the Apoſtle preſſes Chriſtians to 
' this work of Renovation, or Internal Holineſs; 
be renewed inthe Spirit of your minds (5. e. ) 
in your minds by the Holy Spirit, the mind 
being put for the whole man, and internal facul- 
ties of the Soul; both Underſtanding, Will, Af- 
feCtions and conſcience; all muſt be renewed 
by the Spirit, called the New Creature, 2 Cor: 
5- 17. or Workmanſhip of Chriſt transformed 
after his own Image in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs; and renewed in knowledge, Eph. 4- 24- 
Col. 3. 10, When the Soul is truly regenerated, 
there is the ſtamp or exemplar of Chriſt's Holi- 
neſs, placed in the whole Soul in Truth ; butin 
weak meaſures at firſt, which muſt be renewed 
(a) draviuout 5 did Ty ayis mrivudl& ms oC fre vp 
v/4@7. Schol, 
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or enlarged'in the Soul, till it comes to the ful 
' neſs of the meaſure' of the ſtature . of Chriſt : 
Chriſtians at the firſt change, are compar'd to 
new born Babes, 2 Pet. 2. 2. weak in Grace, -but 
under a-natural diſpoſition. and, obljgations to 
growth and encreaſes inthis Grace of God, both 
intenſively and extenſively : This is a Chriſtian's 
duty by Divine Command, an& comports with 
the appointment of God-in order to- it,'2.Per. 3. 
vi 18. 17Pet. 2.2. Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, 13+, :'Tis the 
way by which Grace becomes .Gloryy - and ts 
greatly neceſſary to perfe&t a Soul's, holineſs; 
that ſo: he! might come to his full ſtature and 
conformity to Chriſt, Epheſ. 4. 16. Roms. 8. 29. 
And by the increaſes of Grace may be enabled 
to diſpatch allhis Duties, bear his Burdens, and 
bear up under his Temptations, that he might be 
capable to enjoy all his Mercies, to glorifie the 
God of Grace, and tobe tnade meet forthe en= 
joyment.of God in glory. :.On all which accounts 
it becomes the Chriſtian's great concern to preſs 
, after larger meaſures of Grace every day; to 
grow up -into him in Faith and Love,- who is the 
head inall things, Epheſ.. 4..15. To grow down- 
ward in.-Humility and Self-denial ; to grow ex- 
renſively in every part af:Holineſs, and greater 
enlargements in every Grace; to wax. ſtronger 
and ſtronger in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus : 
Perfeding holineſs in the ſight of God ;, and preſſing 
more and more after the price of the High Calling. 
of God in Chriſt Feſus : The want of which en- 
creaſes of the Spirit, doth much obſcure the glo- 
ry of Chriſtin Believers, cloud their eyidences, 
and render: them' too —_ far their Corrup- 
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tions, their growing tryals and duties. . Chri- 
ſtians, content not your ſelves with the truth of 
grace, without daily growth in grace. Improve 
your: ifitereſt inthe Reſurrection of Chriſt, by 
believing for- the daily quickening of your 
hearts, and raiſing of your aftetions to things 
above,” and attracting your deſires and whole 
Souls after God, Grace and Glory. . Bemuch in 
internal- Soul-work, of Heart-ſearching, Soul. 
watching,Divine Contemplation, ſecret Ejacula- 
tions, and Soul-breathings after God, and higher 
maniteſtations of his lighe, life and love. 

Be *conſtant in every appointment of God, 

nblick and private; of prayer, reading, hearing, 
holy conference, that you may get nouriſhment 
thereby - adminiſtred to your Souls: : Get under 
all ' the dews and ſhowres of Grate. for your 
fruirfulneſs. | o7-* 

Be-ſpiritual as well as frequent in exerciſing 
Grace under the means of Grace; without this 
you cannot ſerve God acceptably. Heb. -12. 28. 
or receive from him'who is the head nouriſh- 
ment To your Souls, - but by theſe Bands and 
Joynrs of Fairch and Love, Col. 2. 19. Formality 
eats out that ſap which ſhould make you green 
and flouriſhing : A dead; cold heart nnder the 
Word, can no moredipeſt it to nutriment, than 
adead Body can concott natural food. 

Maintain hungring defires after the Word of 
Grace, and appointed means to your ſpiritual 
growtir, 1 Per. 2. 3. Hungring after food argues 
a good digeſtion,and a ſound concottion furthers 
nouriſhment: Keep up warm affection to. every 
way of God, living on Chriſt for all the you 

ſg, an 
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and bleſſing of them. Pſal. 84. 5. Bleſſed is the 
man whoſe ſtrength is +n thee, in whoſe btart are 
#he ways of them, who paſſing through the V alley ” 
of Baca, make it a Well ;, the Rain alſo filleth the 
Pools; t 0 from to ſtrength, every one 
£1 SiON ex x _ CT Whey, boſhaphar's 
heart was lifted up in the ways 'of the Lord, 
*tis faid he waxed great exceedingly, 2 Chron. 
I7.6, 12. Heart-enlargement in the ways of 
God is a notable help to ſonl-thrivings : Take 
this one thing more; be Poor in ſpirit, if you 
would be rich in grace: Such are under the 
promiſe of being fatisfied, 'of being guided in 
Judgment, of increaſing their Joy; to ſuch he 
will givegrace, and revivings. #umble ſouls (a) 
{ ſaith one) are empty Veſſels, which God will fill; 
are low Plants, which God will make to grow: To 
be nothing in our own eyes, 5s the way to receive all 

= good things, even grace in abundance from God 
Pſal. 2:2. 26. and 25. 9. Tſa-29. 19+. Prov. 3. 34. 
Iſa. 57. 15. ES 
| _ Fourthly ; To keep your evidences for Hea- 
ven fair and legible, is another part of your 
Salvation-work : this will abundantly comfort 
you under all your tribulations, quicken you t6 
a ſively difpatch of your duties, give' you a 
. hamble bokdneſs in d por approaches to God ; 
arm you againſt the fears of death ; and admi- 
| nifter to you an abundant entrance into the eyer- 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
| Chrif. Beware of quenching and grieving the 
Spirit of grace, by which its ſealing-work is 
hindered: Take heed of laying blots upon your 
(#) Reymer z Excellency — Grace, 
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evidences, by any: allowed iniquity. in your 
Hearts, or unpurged defilement in your Hands, 
which will weaken your confidence in the Lord, 
fill you with dejection and deſpondency of Spi- 
Tit, and give your Spiritual Adverſary great ad- 
yantage over your Souls, 2 Pet. 1. 10. 1 Foh.y.13- 
2 Cor. 1. 12. 1 Cor, 15. 58. Heb. 10.22. Fob 19. 
25, 26, 27. 2 Pet. 1.11. 

Keep up your ſincerity and truth in the inner- 
man, be often looking to the principle of your 
Actions, that it be gracious; and to your ends 
in every thing you : that they be pure, ſingly, 
and ultimately aiming at God, his will and glory 
in every duty, ation and undertaking. 

If you would evidence the truth of Grace, 
yon muſt be every day in the exerciſe of Grace, 
and conſcionable endeavours to live up to 
known Duties, exerciſing a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards Godand Man, not reſting in 
any meaſures of Grace, but going on towards 
perfection, and aiming at greater enlargements 
1n your Souls and Graces continually. 

Thirdly ; Garry on all theſe Natural, Moral, 
and Religious Duties that concern others. This 
is the will of God, and part of your SanCtifica- 
tion. XMatth. 5. 16. Let yorr light ſhine before men, 
and by yorr goed works glorifie your Father which. 
3s in Heaven. * 1 Cor. 10. 32. Walk, unblamable to- 
wards all men, giving no offence to any, leſt the 
Goſpel be blamed. Phil. 1. 10. That you may be 
ſincere and without offence to the day of Chriſk 
I Pet. 2. 12. Having your Converſation honeſt 
among thoſe you have to do with, dealing juſtly 
with all men, rendring to eyery man his due ; 

1 doing 
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doing good to all, as opportunity ſerveth, Gal. 
6. 10. Pſal. 35.13. and be kind to the juſt and 
unjuſt, ſeeking the ſalvation of ſinners, mourn- 
ing over them, praying for them, inſtrufting of 
them; ſeeking by a humble, holy, and af- 
fectionate carriage to win them over to the 
Lord Jeſus, who are not won by the Word, Luke 


_— 


I9. 41. Pſal. F1. 13. 2 Pet. 3.1. Lo ray- 
ing for, doin unto you 


Vertues ſeparated (ſaith Chryſoſtom) are annihi- |, 
lated ; Equity without Goodneſs, is ſeverity 3 
and Juſtice without Piety, cruelty : ?Tis better 
todo good than to receive good. *Twas ſaid 
of Mr. Hooker, That he was born for the good of 
many, but few born for the good of him: That you 
love, delight in, and do good to all Saints, as 
Saints, that carry the Image. of God on them: 
That you make Conſcience of your Relative Du- 
ties both in your own houſes, and in the houſe 
of God. / Pſal. 101. 2. Walking within your 
, own houſes with a perfe&t heart; to be Chriſti- 
ans at home as well as abroad; ſhewing the 
ſame ſpirit, zeal and affeftions to your Famihes 
as to others; doing your utmoſt to keep up 
the ſervice of God in your houſes , both: to- 
gether and aſunder, morning and evening .in 
prayer, and reading the word of God, As 10: 
2.9. Foſh. 24, 18. Pſal. 25. 10. Matth. 6. 6: 
That you faithfully diſcharge thoſe mutual du- 
'ties you owe to each other, as Husband, Witfez 
Parents, Children,Maſters, Servants, Eph. 5. 22+ 
to the end of chap. 6, To be meek, loving) , 
peaceable in your words and carriages towards 
One another,giving that oy reſpect as the place 
| £ an 
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and relation calls for from each other : To be 
holy and profitable in your diſcourſes, feeking 
the ſpiritual welfare, edification and falvation 
of-cachothers ſouls, as of your own, Dent. 11. 
10+ Prov. 22. 6. ch. 23. 13. Col. 3. 32, to 16. 
Heb. 12. tg. Gen. 18. 1- The want of which 
due and Chriſtian carriages inyour houfes brings. 
up an evil report on the ways of Ged, rendreth 
the truth of your grace queſtionable, hinders 
the gracious preſence of God with you, and re- 
moves his. bleſſing from you, Eph. 4- 29. Rom. 
tt. 14 You whom grace hath priviledged 
with a place and name within the walls of God's 
houſe, doſtand obliged to fellowſhip-duties of 
love, care and faithfulneſs to cach other ; cor- 
ng one anather to provoke to love and good. 
wenks, Joh. 15. 12. Heb. 10. 24. a:d eftcem each 
other better than! your felves: To ſeth; ene anothers 
good? as your own, ferving each other 4n love, Phil. 
2. 3- I Cor. 10: 24-33. Gal. 5-13, To ſympa-- 
thize with each other in affliftian,. Col. 3. 12. 
and to be helpful-to them in bearing their bur- 
dens, ſupplying their wants, cemforting,, coun- 
ſelling, and ſupporting them in all their tribula- 


tions, Heb. 13. z- viſiting the fick and tmpriſon- 
ed, feeding the Raz cloathing the ST 


ing the unruly,. admoniſhing. the offenders, 
bearing one anothers-infirmities, covering their 
weaknelles, avoiding whatever might offend 
ang injure each others ſouls, or leflen their af- 
fetions, or break the-unity of ſpirit and bond 
,of peace between them ;; but by a fGweet, hum- 
ble, ſelt-denying; and-faithful carriage; to: engage 
the heart tocack other,. praying for the _ 

Ve 
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body, and every member : To be gracious and 
ſpiritual in all your communion and converſes, 
ſeeking the proſperity of S;az, rejoycitg in each 
others graces and good, as in your own doing 
all you may towards their comfort and falva- 
tion, AXfat. 25. 42. Atts 20. 35. 1 oh. 3. 17. 
Rom. 15. 1. and 16. 17. Lev. 1g. 10. 2 Coy. 12. 
20. Col. 4. 6. Phil. 2. 17, 18. Tit. 2. 12. 2 Cor. 
13. 7. Pſal. I5. 2. Col. 3. 9. | 

In your Callings, commerce and dealings with 
men, to be juſt, honeſt, and: faithful, doing as 
you would be done unto, not defrauding one 
another, but ſpeaking the truth in all your bar- 
gainings, and performing your promiſes, though 
ro your hurt, This is a conſiderable part of 
your heavenly Trade, and that wherein the cre- 
dit of Religion doth eminently lye; the plea- 
ſing and glorifying of God, the good of others, 
the propagation of the Goſpel, the peace and 
ſalvation of your own ſouls, even in the faith- 
ful diſcharge of theſe natural, moral, and religi- - 
ous duties you owe unto otaers. | 

This is the firſt part of heavenly work; work 
of a heavenly nature as well as manner, both 
with reſpe& to God, our own ſouls, and 0- 
thers. 

Sccondly, Another part of heavenly work is 
to do earthly things in an heavenly manner : 
Though the things of the World are of a dif- 
ferent nature from things above, -yet when 
rightly managed, they are ſubſervient to them, 
and come withig the compaſs of this Heavenly 
| Trade; . To whish free things aze.necdful. - . 
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I. To doearthly thingsby heavenly rules. - , 
2. Withheavenly hearts. 
3. To heavenly ends. 


Firſt, Then is Earthly Work part of . your 
Heavenly Trade, when you tranſact it by Hea- 
venly Rules; every Science hath its Maxims 3 
diſtintt Governments have their diſtin Laws : 
So hath every Trade its Rules,Principles and In- 
ftructions by which it is carried on. Earthly 
Fraders have their Rules and Methods by which 
they manage their buſineſſes, as' may moſt 
comport. with the end they propoſe, and the 
advance of their own Earthly Intereſts 3 and ſo 
'tis with Heavenly Traders, though they have 
to do with Earthly Things, yet they muſt act 
about them by HeavenlyRules. [bs 


Now. there are ten Rules which Heavenly Mer- 
|, - chants muſt obſerve in the manavement+ of their 
| | | Earthly Affairs. 

" Rule 1. Firſt, Be ſure the matter of your 
employments be good, that your Callings be 
lawful, aid the things:you do be juſt and ho- 
neſt in the ſight of God : Evil things can never 
be wel done: meddle not ' with prohibited 
Goods;, do nothing: that either in'tts nature, 
uſe, or þy Divine Law becomes evil, 2 Cor. 13.7: 
Phil.. 4. 8. Eph. 4. 28. Let your :Callings be 
(a) lawful, of good report, and uſeful in; your 
Generation, not only for your own intereſt and 
(a) Verſttur circa id " licitcm off iy {e- nile f 

ws fama boys, yo | 4 yy, 
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adyantage, but for the ſervice and good of 
others: For no man liveth to himſelf, Rom. 14. 7+ 
Such a Calling as hath God for its Author (m), 
being according to Scripture; and hath God for 
its: Teacher (n) (faith Fenner) Iſa. 28.26. .And 
as a man can manage with peace of conſcience, and 
be aſſur d his work, doth pleaſe God, and he can pray 
for a bleſſing upon it , which they cannot do who 
ſet on employments that tend to nouriſh Vice 
and Wicekedneſs, Rom. t 3. 14- 2 48%, In 

That your Recreations alſo be lawful; ſuch 
as are free from ſcandal and temptation, uſed by, 
and with perſons fearing God, and ſuchas have 
a tendency to refreſh the mind and body, the 
better diſpoſing it to its neceſſary duties, being 
ſparingly and wiſely uſed, ſo as to be no occaſion 
of evil to others, and Religioully ,entred on by 
ſeeking to God for a. right management of it, 
and bleſſing on it. Such Actions as come not un- 
der theſe Characters, are not becoming Chri- 
ſtians, who muſt give an account to God for eve-- 
ry vain word, much more for idle aftions, Mat. 
12. 36. *Tis part of that which will trouble 
Souls when their ſins are bearing on them; thar 
they have inherited Lies, Vanities, and things 
wherein is no profit, Jer. 16. 19. Saints ſhould 
be working nothing but what hath a good in 
it: Working with hs hands the things that are 
good, Epheſ. 4. 28. and which can bring ſome 
glory toGod : Whatſoever you do (of which Re- 


m) Opera Des placere non poſſunt þ vite [ue inflitutum 

Fo: p F Deo. Eid, rr p28 ef < mejor of thar 
calling cannot pleaſe God, where the Calling it felf is 
not of God, EC 4412907 380 | 
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creations fs a part) do «ll ts the glory of God, 
:T Cor. T0. 31. But what good to the Body, Sonl 


or Eſtate; what Glory to God ; what Peace to 
Conſcience inthe day of Chriſt, can be found in 


carnal Sports, fcandalous Plaies,Cards, Dice,laſci- + 


vious Dancings,and the like ; which are the Off- 
fpring of Chamberingand Wantonneſs, things 
wherein is little Praiſe, Virtue, or good report ; 
but rather the ſpots of Chriſtianity, and bane of 
Piety, which tend to debauch the affections, to 
deaden the Conſcience, to nouriſh Wantonneſs, 
and feed a fleſhly carnal mind, the end of which 
is death, Rom. 13. 13. Phil. 4. 8. Fude v. 12. 
2 Pet. 2. 18. Rom. 8. 6. For to be carnally minded 
is death, but to be ſpiritually minded is life and 
peace. It is adouble content to a generous and 
well diſpoſed nature, e doth good for 


 hispleaſure. of hazard (faith 
rope a worthy do very much 
ment, diſcompoſe the 5 they alfo provoke 


aſſion, and ce much diſturbance in 
the ſoul for things of nothing: Games that conſiſt 
in dexterity of body or mind, are much to be pre- 
ferred before theſe : Cheſs will ſharpen the wit, but 
buſie it over much, and toil the ſpirits, inflead of 
recreating them, which is the proper nſe of play : 
Of all Gaming, the leſs the better, and when it diſ- 
orders the paſſions, the leaſt is roo much. He that 
ventures mach Money at play , ventures with i#t 
nor only the tranquillity of his mind ;, but makes a 
certain loſs of it whatever becomes of the mon 


Squandring away of money in play, is not the 
way to make Friends of that unrighteous Mam- 
mon, that receive a man into everlaſting babt- 

| tations, 
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rations, but an Enemy rather that will turn him 
out of his temporal habitation; it is the way to 
loſe both Earth and Heaven: So then, whether 
we win or loſe, we commit robbery; for if we 
robnot our Adverfaries, we rob our ſelves, our 
Families, and God: Wemay add this alfo; ſach 
unprofitable Recreations devour that precions 
Treaſure of irrecoverable, unvaluable, yea fal- 
vation-time ; and uſeth thoſe hours in poſting 
to Hell, which are too much neglected for haft- 
ening to Heaven, O how carefal then ſhould 
ſouls that profeſs heavenly hopes be of their 
earthly work, that it be ſuch as may conduce 
to their accompliſhment of them ! 

Rule 2. Secondly, Set upon earthly things in 
their proper place and order : Seek firft che King- 
dom of God, and the Righteonſnefs thereef,and all 
theſe things ſhall be added to you, (a) Mat. 6.33. 
Ler have the uppermoſt Throne in your 
hearts, the fore-foot in your walk,the firſt ſtroke 
in your work ; give heavenly things the prece- 
dency, both in eſtimation, affeftion and time, as 
things of greateſt worth, and to which you are 
chiefly obliged: That's the due order and me- 
thod of Heavenly Traders, to begin every day 
and work with God ; ferve God firſt, and then 
your felves: Set apart ſome time for Religious 
Duties, before you ſet upon earthly employ- 
ments. Men will not go abroad into unwhol- 
ſom air faſting : The things of this world have 
a contagious breath in them: Break your faſt 
with God every morning, before you adventure 
on heart-enſnaring buſinefles : Labour with God 
(#) Carers aut aderuns, ant corre non oheruns. {A 
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firſt for his preſence with you, his wiſdomto 


direCt you, his graceand ſtrength to help, ſe- 
cureand bleſs you in your earthly labours. An- 
tidote your hearts. with Divine- Cordials every 
morning, before you get into the Peſt-houſe of 
this World, and let ſomething of Scriptute lye 
neareſt thy Soul for counſel, comfort, quickening 


every day : He (faith Auguſtine) that hath taſted 


the ſweetneſs of Divine Love, will not care for 
temporal ſweetneſs.Meddle not with the Thorns 
of this World, till you have fenced your hearts 
and hands by Prayer, and the Sword of the Spi- 
Tit: ?Tis more haſte than good ſpeed to run in- 
to the World before you have ſpoken with God: 
The lawful way to Earthly Employments lies by 
Heavens Gates. Chriſtians, God will ſue you 
for Treſpaſles if you take any other way to your 
Trades and Employments inthe World, than his 
preſcribed way of Religious Duties. Beſides, you 
have need of God's Eye and Hand in every thing 
youdo: You know not the Snares and Deaths 
that lye in your Employments, and the dangers, 
you are ſubject to in every ſtep you go, and in 
every thing you do: You may go forth, in the 
morning, and never return more; fome have 
died as Iſrael did, with meat in their mouths; 
others have fal'n down dead in their work, 
broke their Necks in a Journey, been found 
dead in the way: O ſet on'earthly work in 


God's way; go not about the: World till you 
have been with God, and ſecur'd your All in 


his Hands. | 
Rule 3. Thirdly, Keep your earthly buſineſs 
within the bounds of dye time. -He _ _ 
otte 


wa 


Sas J- 


| 


allotted you your work, hath allotted you your 
time for it: it conſiſts not with man's ſtate, re- 
lation and intereſt, to be arbitrary in any thing, 
but to walk by rule. There is a time for every 
thing under the Sun, Eccleſ. 3.1. Atime for eve- 
ry purpoſe, and for every work,, verſ. 17. Job 7.1, 
As there is an appointed time to man on-Earth; 
ſothere is an appointed time to man for earth- 
ly things : He that hath ſet bounds tothe World, 
hath not left worldly employments without 
bounds, but hath fixed mens Earthly Afﬀairs 
within their proper ſeaſon. Pſal. 104. 23. Man 
goeth forth to his work, and to his labour until the 
evening. The Pſalmiſt acknowledges here the 
power and providence of God in ſetting bounds 
to his Creatures; bounds to the Sun and Moon. 
Verſ. 19. He appointed the Moon for ſeaſons, and 
the Sun knoweth his going down: Bounds to the 
day and night. Yerfe 20. Thou makeſt darkneſs, 
and it is night : He limits the labours of wild 
beaſts and men; the beaſts have their preying- 
time confined to the night. Ferſe 20.22. And it 
is night wherein all. the beaſts of the Forreſt do creep 
forth-;, the Sun riſeth, they gather themſelves toge- 
ther, andlay them doyn in their Dens. Men have 
their working-time allotted in the day: Mar 
goeth forth to his work, and labour unnl the even- 
mp; that is, to the end of their working-day, 
which conſiſteth'among the Zews ot twelve hours. 
Fohn 11. 9. Are there not twelve hours in the 
day ? the ufual'time for men to diſpatch their 
earthly work in. The Lord would not (p) (faith 


- (p) Provideutia ergo Dei noluit fic protixam operandi con- 
tinuationem ut bominum yires nimium atteret, ſed modum 
conflivuis. Muſculus) 
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Muſculns) bave mens labours drawn out ſo far «s 
to wear ont their ftrength, but hath ſet bounds tow. 
As theLord would not have the Worldto take up 
mens hearts; ſo he wonld not have it to eat out 
their time, or incroach on theſe ſeaſons that 
are dueto greater concerns. God, Nature, Grace, 
thy own Soul, and the ſpiritual good of others, 
have their claims, as well as oy earthly call- 
ings, to this little 1nch of this time. O conſume 
not thy precious day on things that are tempo- 
ral,and neglect thy opportunities for things Eter- 
nal: do not enſlave thy Body beyond thy 
Beaſts, which have their times of reſt ; nor ex- 
hauſt that ſtrength which better things call for, 
upon an empty periſhing World. Exceſſive la- 
bours beyond their due time, do argue either 
too much deſire of theſe things, or too little 
Faith in God, and arereprov*d by the Lord, as 
the vanity and practice of them who are not 
his beloved ones, Pſal. 127. 2. *Tis lamentable 
to ſee ſuch as would be thought the Heirs of 
Heaven, ſo exceſſively taken up in enlarging 
their polleſſions on Earth; engroſling all theic 
time early and late, about their Earthly Afairs, 
leaving nothing but a few unſerviceable minutes 
for God and their Souls. OChriſtians ! Keep the 
ſtream of your earthly affefions and labours 
within the Banks of allowed time, rob not 
God of his time of ſpecial ſerviceznor nature of 
her time of necdful reſt and refreſhment: nor 
thy ownor others ſouls of time for their ſpiri- 
tual concerns, for ſuch periſhing things : 
Shew Charity to thy redeemed Body ; make it 
nota Drudge to thy Earthly Luſts; Man is = 
| no 
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noble a Creature to be a Vaſſal tothis World: 
"Tis a ſad Spectacle to ſee the Nazarites of Hea- 
ven, like Sampſon, with their Heads ſhaven, and 
their Eyes pluckt out .to grind in:the World's 
Mill, till they pluck down the Houſe about their 
Ears, 7adg. 16.21. How do Men macerate their 
Bodies, and ſtarve their Souls, onely. to help 
them with ſupplies in their paſlage to the Grave, 
and all the while negle& the work of God, and 
their Souls, leaving, the reliques of their waſted 
ſtrength, and the Worlds retuſe, for the ſervice 
of an immortal God. This is not to follow 
Earthly things by Heavenly Rule. 

Rule 4. Fourthly, Be diligent in the uſe of 
your, working time: take heed you waſte it not 
upon impertinencics, of by needlels diverſions, 
or by idleneſs, and unfaithtulneſs. in.your work : 
this is a.fin againſt both Law and Colpel, which 
requires diligence and faithfulneſs in mens earth- 
ly callings: Labour and calling-work was man's 
duty- before his fall,' Gen. 2.15. The Lord God 
took the man, and put him into the Garden of 
Eden, to dreſs it, ard to kecep it: Andaſfter the 
fall;: painful labour was injoyn'd and afflicted as 
a Puniſhment of his fin. Ger. 3. 19.  1n the ſweat 
of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, until thou return © 
ro the Ground, This Duty of bodily labour 1n 
mens Callings, is of equal fanftion and regard 


withthedaties of Gods Worſhip, being inſerted 


ina poſitive Law, and aszþat which is-neceſſary 
to the ſanQifying of God in Sabbaths. Exod. 29. 
9, IO. Six days bale thou labour, and do all why 
work., but on the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God, inis thou ſhalt uot do any _ 
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| '. | The injunttion of working in" (ix days 
"aPD (Jaith Mayer): ts nets, fe — 
MMPR,x9. ye 2 gn ;7 

nn="i commanding ' terms in the Original, 
that the injuntHom of ' not working in the ſeventh ts : 
and the ſame 'Yeafon 14 yroven for both: the one is 
eaken from Gods reſting on the ' ſeventh day : and 
the other "from his working ' the ſix days; So that 
not to labour faithfully in thy Calling 'the'fix 
days, is'a breach of the Fourth Command, as 
well as the working on the Sabbath-day: - Not 
as if the fix days labour were to exclude all 
Religious' Worſhip of God on either of theſe 
days when the Lord calls to it by extraordi- 


nary Prgyidefices, as to mourning. or rejoycing, | 


or by ottfnary tenders of Goſpel-mercy, in 
Week-day Latares: or the like; for this'would 
crols his'other Commands, Preaching #n ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon, and Iabouring for the Bread that 
endures to eternal life : Thisdiligent labour doth 
not. excliide' private worſhip every day, and 
publick worſhip on week-days; fo far as it con- 
fiſts with faithfulneſs in mens Callings, for which 


" time muſt be redeemed ,' Eph. 5. 16. * but it 


requires diligent attendance on mens Callings, 
on the 'week-days' (as oppoſed to ſloath''and 
ſinful waſte of time) without which God is not 
duly ſerved 'on the Sabbath : This diligence in 
mens Callings is ' alſo: required in the-Goſpel, 
1 The. 3. 10., Idleneſs is a; Goſpel-ſcandal, and 
renders Chriſtians w#rthy to be abſtained from, 
as not obeying the Wytd' of God ; and fiich 
muſt not eat, 1 Theſ: 4:11: ſuch are unprofi- 
table Servants, . who improve. not their Talents 
for God, and the good of others, a 
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and are worle than Infidels, who do not by di- 
ligence in their Calling provide for their own, 
I Tim. 5:8, - | | 

Rule 5. Fifthly, while your hands are about 
the world, ſet a guard about your hearts : The 
Believers heart is Chriſt's royal Fort, ſecure 
that, andallis ſafe: If riches encreaſe, ſet not 
your hearts upon them, Pal. 62. 10. 'tis the Na- 
ture of earthly things, like a malignant Diſeaſe, 
to get to the heart, O how hard is it to 
meddle with theſe, and the heart not to becomE@e 


* earthly too: when a gracious Soul hath been 


with God, and got his heart warm'd, quickened, 
and drawn out to things above ; no ſooner doth 
he return to the world, but all is gone again - 
ſuch dangerous damps doth this earth ſend 
unto heavenly hearts : ſecure thy heart with 
Godevery day, make a new ſurrender of it to 
him, before thou get int@ the ſnares of thy 
earthly buſineſs: Set a vigiſant watch upon thy 
heart every moment, left the things of the 


. world ſteal inand take it captive. 


Rule 6. Sixthly, Attend your carthly affairs 
with a calm and quiet ſpirit, whatever occur- 
rence you meet with in the world, . let 
your ſpirits be compoſed and fixed on God: 
wonder not at changes in an unſteddy world, 
whichis only conſtant in unconſtancy. (7) Here 
have we no continuing City, Heb.1 3, 14. All things 
here are moving, aſcending or deſcending': 
Things below are compared to the Moon, Reve 
12, 1.-whichis never at a ſtay, but hath its con- 
ſtant changes; and like the Sea that ehbs + 4 
(r) Omnia verſantur 11 perpetuo aſcenſu © deſcenſw, 

| S flows 
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flows every day; and asthe fountain of the Sun, 
which Pliny (s) writes of, that the Waters are 
extream cold and ſweet at noon, but boiling bot: 
and bitter at midnight : Sq mutable are the: 
comforts of this world, then going when they 
feem molt likely to- ſtay. Mans condition in 
this world at the beſt, is like the mountain Po- 
zoſi,, over which there always hangs a Cloud. even in: 
the cleareſt day. Andas 'tis written of a Meer or 
(r) Salt Marſh in Storland, called Pochlowland,, 
where there are tempeſtuous Waves raging with- 
out wind, yea in the greateſt calm. Chriſtians, 
be not troubled at the tides you ſee in theſe wa- 
ters of Marah. Riches make themſelves Wings. 
and fly away, Prov. 23: 5. Let none of theſe 
lower things trouble you when gone, which 
cannot content you when preſent : but one mo- 
ment of time can make them: ceaſe to- be yours. 
There is but one days difference (#u) ſaith Seneca,, 
upon the burging of the City) between a great Ci- 
ty, ard no City: So there may be but. one day, 
nay but ene hour, between a Father, and no.Fa- 
ther; a Husband; and no Husband; a man of 
pleaſure, and-a man of ſorrows; a rich man, and 
a poor man. Set nat that at your hearts which 
{ſhould be at your heels: Men do not uſe to; 
ligh, look pale, andicry, when Servants leave 
them : Earthly things are no more; they are 
given you as handmaids. to wait en you, not as 
a Spouſe to lye in your Boſoms ; as Servants that 
cone and go, not as Children that abide in the 

(5) Plin, Lib. 2, C. 103. £ (t) Deſc. of Scotland. 

() Una dies intereſt inter magnam civitatem &f nulam, 
Es quos fates Cimthia vidi, widis mijeres abirurs dirs. 
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houſe for ever. When thou haſt loſt an earthly 
comfort, fay, A fervant is mou from me to day. 
Keepup a contentation of mind with the por. 
tion God gives you here. Heb. 13. 5. Let your 


Converſation be without covetouſneſs, and*be_con- 
Let them 


rent with thoſe things that Z have : 
uffice you, as'tis 1n The Greek; count them 
enough, If an Eſau can be ſatisfied with his 
crumbs, how much more ſhould a Facob with the 
childrens bread. What this and Heaven too! (faith 
one.) A little of the world, and much of Heaven 
will well agree. Ihave enough, and enough, anc 
enough, ſaid precious Mr. Ball, who yet was 
very low in the World, Whenthe Earl of Les- 
ceſter offered Mr. Cartwright the Provoſtſhip of 
Eaten Colledge, ſaying, *twas an hundred pound 
more than enovgh, he anfwered, the handred 
pound more than enough was enough for him. 
Pſal. 37. 16. A little that the righteous hath, is 
better than the revenues of the ſd; wt There. are 
two diminutives in the Original (a little little of 
the righteous man's ) let it be never ſo ty! 
little, with righteouſneſs, it weighs down a 
the abundance of the worldly man's intereſt; be 
it more or leſs, it is enough. O thrice fools arg 
we, like new born Princes weeping in the cradle; 
knowing not that there is a Kingdom before 
them, Rutherford. Ihave often thought on that - 
rovidence concerning Iſrael in the Wilderneſs 
Exod. 16. 8, He that gathered mugh had nothing 
over, and he that gathered little, bad ne lack, 
Chriſtian, why ſo troubled about thy propor. 
tion of theſe things of the footſtool # as if your 
Father knew not what = wanted, or cared 
2 not 
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not for you, or could not maintain you: You 
ſhall have enough to carry you to your graves, 
and you can abſolutely need no more. And 
ſecheſt thou great things for thy ſelf ? ſeek them 
not, for behold I will bring evil upon all fleſh, but 
thy life will I give thee as a prey in all places whi- 
ther thou goeſt, Fer. 45-4, 5- You know not what 
God isdoing in the world : Have you but little 
now ? you may ſhortly have leſs : Be content 
with what you have: A little in Bethel, if it be 
buta pillow of Nlones,. with breaTand water, is 
better than the rich Plains of Sodom - A piece. 
of _ bleſt bread iN Tmmanuct's Land, is ſweeter, 
and will go farther than all, the Garlick and. 
Fleſh-pots of Fgypr,..than a great deal of un- 
ſanftified comforts: A ol Bren of the 
world, with ſoul-advantage, is better than a. 
great eſtate with ſpiritual loſſes and temptati- 
ons. God can multiply a few loaves, make 
the' barrel of meal, and cruſe of oyl,. to hold 
out, and your cloaths not to wax old, rather 
than you ſhall want enough®to carry you 
through your wilderneſs, if you will be beliey- 
ing and obedient. Becontented with the talent, 
God gives you to trade upon. : Have others 
more thanyou? envy themnot; (a) they have 
the more to reckon fot; and it may be they 
need more, or they can bear more than you. 
That (ſaith one) would {ink_ a ſmall veſſel which is 
but an ordinary burden to a great ſhip. Some 
can better manage a large eſtate with leſs 
(a) When a man grows rich (ſaith Mr. Ded) he does 


bar go out of a little Boat into a greater Barge, but he 
i ſtillon the Seca, 
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trouble and . temptation than others: Poſlibly 
that would puff up thy heart withpride', and 
catch thy feet in ſnares, that never ſtirs ano- 
thers affections, to whom God hath given a 
braver ſpirit, -or greater mortifiedneſs to this 
world. Subſcribe to Gad's wiſdom and plea- 
fure, believe his promiſes, wondex at his mer- 
cy » be thankfull for what you have above 
many ; Tee your All in God, ar Tope to be 
ſfortly wſth him; and you cannot but -be con- 
tent with your allowance in the world. 

Rule 7. Seventhly, Foliow your duty, but caſt 
your care on God, abide in your callings, but 
live above them. 1 Per. 5. 17. Caſting all your 
care on God, for he careth for you. Depend not 
on your wildom, labour or ſucceſs in your em+ 

loyments, but upon the promiſe, love and care 
of God for you - If the Lord blefſeth your ſub- 
ſtance, don't you bleſs your ſelves init : See an 
emptineſs in all your abundance, and ſhortneſs 
intheſe to anſwer your many wants. God can 
ſoon make a hole in your money-bags, blow 
on your encreaſe, turn your proſperity into con- 
tempt , and make your expected comforts as the 
dream of a night viſion. Live not on large 
barns, but on the full breaſts of promiſes, for 
the good of what you do enjoy, or for the ſup- 
ply of what you want. The poor Chriſtian hath 
the keeping of his purſe in his Father's hand, the 
rich in his own hand. If ſight fail, live by faith : 
Faith aſſures you of the good iſſue of all difficul- 
ties in your way, and gets advantage from the 
worſt condition, and ſweetneſs to mingle with 
every bitter providence you meet with. It- oy 
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be thou haſt a_great Family, and little to live 
on; lyeſt in debr, and haſt nothing to pay it; 
hadft a little th'other day, but the Caterpiller 
and the Cankerworm hath deyour'd it; this 
loſs, and th'other ſtroak hath waſted it: In this 
caſe thy duty is to live on God by faith, for a 
fanftified fruit of his hand upon thee, and for 
making up this lack by his abundance : When 
thon canſt ſee no way out_of th Texing 
troubles Tet thine eye be unto GodFior help, 
2 Chron. 20. 12. SI 25. 8. Go not out of 
God's way for relief: He that wounds muſt 
heal; he only that caſteth down can raiſe vp, 
Dent. 32. 30. Neither faint thou in the day of 
adverſity, or way of thy duty, Prov. 24- 10. 
Prov. 16. 3. but commit thy way to the Lord, 
and he will bring it to paſs, Pſal. 37. 5- Mat. 6. 
v.25: ICor.7.32. Phil. 4. 6. Take heed of * 
carking cares, and fretful vexings ; theſe cannot 
leffen thy trouble, but will greaten thy ſins; a 
provident care is thy duty, but a diſtruſtful 
vexing care; both thy ſm.and affliction. 

Rule 8. Eighthly, In all your labours pray for 
4 bleſſing: If you would live well, you muſt 
beg as well as work; add duty to thy diligence, 
prayer tothy provident care, calling on God, to 
thy calling inthe world : As every creature, ſo 
every condition and work 1s ſanftified by the 
word and prayer, 1 Tm. 4+ 15. In every under- 
taking ſeek to _G aſel.” Pow. 3-6. Tn 

thy ways acknowledge him, and he ſhall direft 
thy paths. Chriſtians ſhould not fet upon the 
Imalleſt matters without enquiring the will of 
God; not togotothis or that place, to buy or 


ſell, 
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ſell, to do this or that work without ſeeking to 
God for direCtion, Fam. 4- 1 3, 14, 15- Our jour- \ 
neys (faith one) muſt not be nndertaken without 
aking God's leave, Dr. Mant.'on Fam. This 
would evidence 'a life 'of dependance on God, 
and bring all thy Afﬀairs under divine care and 
bleſſing; Abraham's ſervant begins his journey | 
with prayer, Gen. 24. 12. 27. and concluded it | 
with praiſe, Ger. 28. 20. And ſo Facob; Iſrael's | 
folly in concluding with the G:beonzres contrary 
to the command of God, was laid on their not 
asking counſel of God. Foſh. 9. 14. The met: 
took of their Vittuals, and ached not counſel dt 
the month of the Lord. © the ſnares and diſad- 
yamtages men are expoſed to in their earthly 
concerns, for not taking counſel from God, and 
engaging his hand and blefſing with them : Pray- 
er will further your work, {weeten your pains 
anddifficulttes init, and ſecure the comfort and 
good of it: When you want 'mercy, feck God 

or it 5 when you receive mercy, ſee God in it, 
and return praiſe to God for it. 

Rule 9. Ninthly, Though you live in the 
World, yet be dead to the World: Heaven- 
born Souls, though in the World, yet are not of 
the World, but choſen: out of it, Joh. 15. 19. 
and crucified toit. Cal. 6. 14. God forbid that 
7 ſhould glory, ſave in the Groſs of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, by whom the World is crucified to me, and 
T1 uno the World, This cruciftedneſs to the 
World (*) (faith Pare) ſignifies the contempt 
and defpiſing of this World ; he intimates here- 
_ (*) Se mnudum cam omni ſno faſtu pomps gloria aſper- 
nav contrmnere, quaſi rem nibil!, vonum morngewrs, 
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by, that the World with all its ſcorn , pride, 
pomp and glory are deſpiſed by him, as a no- 
thing, empty, deadthing. A ſoul crucihed to 
the World ſees nothing lovely and deſirable -in ' 
this World but God, his Word and Works - 
there's nothing in earthly things that can be 
taking with ſpiritual hearts, if God*be not en- 
joyed in them: all the glory of the World is 
no more to them than a dead Carkaſs, if the 
love of God breath not through it on their 
hearts; nay the very Garden of the Lord is a 
Wilderneſs to them, if the Roſe of Sharon be 
not init. A mortified Saint wonders that a ra- 
tional immortal Soul can ſee ſuch worth in 
ricnes, pleaſures, honours, and poor periſhing 
things of this life, which to him are nothing, 
he can ealily part with all at the Lords bidding. 
And he feels no ſuch evil neither in the bad 
things of this World, as to make men ſtartle at 
them; wants, loſles, reproaches, torments for 
Chriſt, loſe their frighttulneſs to them whoſe 
hearts love to the Lord Jeſus hath reconciled 
unto the bittereſt affliction that can befall them 
for his ſake. If Chriſt ſtand, and do not periſh, 
( ſaith Luther) what matter is it if Wife and 
Children periſh? If. liberty, eſtate, life and all 
go, ſo he itay: Such ſhould thy heart be in 
purſuit of theſe things, as one that is dead to 
the World, and fits looſe from all its glory, 
and ”_ all its — content to have, 
or not to ; to uſe, or want; to enjoy, oC 
be demied, or deprived of it, as God pleaſeth. 

'* Rule 10. Laſtly, do all your work within the 
view of death, judgment, and eternity : nl 
my w. X k ; A 
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act the employments of every day, as dying | 
perſons, who are leaving this World, and liable | 


to a remove eyery moment : How would fre- 
quent and ſerious thoughts of a near approach- 
ing end wonderfully check mens greedy pur- 
ſuits of this World, and help to keep their aCti; 
ons in a conſiſtency with their accounts. King 
Phill;p would have it proclaim'd before him 
every morning, Remember that thou art mortal : 
And when falling upon the Sand he after wards 
ſaw the print of his Body, ſaid, O how little 4 
parcel of earth will hold us when we are acad, 
who ambitiouſly ſech after the World while we are 
living. When Severus was old, he called for an 
Urn or Pitcher in which the Aſhes of a dead 
perſon were pur, and looking a while on it, ſaid, 
(a) Wilt thou contain that man whom the whole 
World cannot contain ? Alas, what will the whole 
World be to thee when thou comeſt to dye? 
let it ſeem no more to thee now,, who art dying 
every day : do every thing as ſtrangers an 

pilgrims here, Heb. 11. 9, 13. and as if you 
heard a Voice every day ſaying, Awake, and 
" Come to judgment : Ferome thought whatever he 
did, he ſtill heard that Voice; Surgite mortus, 
& venite ad judicium;, Ariſe ye dead, and come 
to judgment. When you are travelling to this 
Market, and the other Fair; think, Sure I am 
journeying to the grave, and I know not what duſt 
I ſhall ſhortly be ſhovelled into: when you are 
about your work, think, 7 am haſtening to eter- 
nity, and ſhortly theſe hands muſt rot in the grave: 


iO Ts wirum capies quem orbis terra wan capit 2 


When 


on 


| 7, "SO 


—— 


ti. 


[ 
| 
| 
1 


26s The Heavenly Trade 


When you promiſe your ſelves great things, as 
the frog of your labours, and 4 for this gain 
and the other comfort, ſay, Death may come be- 
rween me and my enjoyments, and crop off the 
hopes of all my labours. What can be great to him 
that accounts the World nothing? or long to 
him that counts his life but a ſpan? Mr. Dod, 
Whea thou findeſt thy heart running out too 
greedily after this World, ready to lye, chear, 
oppreſs, undermine others to greaten thy in- 
tereſt : think- on this; For all theſe things God 
will bring thee to judgment, and render to thee ac- 
cording to all —_— 

Secondly, Then do you your earthly work in 
an heavenly manner, when you do it with an 
heavenly heart: As is the heart, ſo is the action 
in God's account : the Lord was much pleaſed 
that it was in David's heart to build him an 
Houſe, though he neyer did it, 1 Ks. 8. 18. 
and diſpleaſed with all that 7fae! did in his ſer- 
vice, becauſe their heart was not right with him, 
Pſal. 78. 37. Iſrael did many good works, they 
ſought him, they returned and enquired early after 


God, they remembred that God was their Rock, © 


and the high God thetr Redeemer, ver. 34, 35- but 
all this was nothing in God's eſteem, becauſe 
their heart was not upright in it; they had au 
earthly, carnal, ſelfiſh, backſliding heart in all 
they did. If thy heart be heavenly, though 
thy work be earthly, yet it puts an excellency 
onit; but if thy work be heavenly, and thy 
heart earthly, God doth reject and deſpiſe it: 
the heart is tne root of eyery action, and if the 
root be good, the fruit will be goodalſo, AMat- 
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12. 33. Rom. 11+ 16. If the fountain be ſweet, 
the ſtreams will be ſweet alſo; and if thy heart 
be heavenly, thy work is heavenly: A heavenly 
heart, like the Bee, turns all it doth to heaven- 
ly uſes : when the Lord Jeſus had put his hand 
upon the Spouſes heart, and left ſome myrrh 
upon her bowels, prefently her hands dropped 
myrrh, and her fingers ſweet ſmelling myrrh, 
Cant. 5. 4, 5- A heavenly heart perfumes thy 
earthly work, and makes it wonderfully taking 
with the heart of Chriſt. 


Queſt. How might I know when my heart is Hea- 
venly in my earthly work ? 


Sol. Firſt, A heavenly heart is a heart en- 
lightned to ſee heavenly things; a heart beam'd 
over with heavenly Tight, to diſcern things in- 
viſible : Anearthly hearr is a dark heart, it ſees 
nothing in God, his Word and Works, ſo asto 
draw up his heart to Heaven: an earthly heart 
ſees nothing but earth in heavenly things; and 
an heavenly heart ſees Heaven in earthly things. 
The Patriarchs ſaw the heavenly City in their 
earthly Countrey, Heb. 11. 13, 14, 16. They 
ſaw the promiſes (that is, the things promiſed) 
afar off, and confeſſed that they were ſtrangers 
on earth , they ſought a Country, deſired a 
better Countrey, that is an heavenly; and all 
that as the produtt of their heavenly fi 
they ſaw heavenly things in earthly: Abr 
had an Heavenly eye to ſee Chriſt's day, Joh. 8. 
5, 6. and Moſes a heavenly eye to ſee him who 
is inviſible, Heb. 11.27. A heavenly heart doth 

Mb not 


268 @TheYeavenly Trade 

not only ſees heavenly things, but ſeesan infinite 
worth and excellency in them : it ſees them to 
be the beſt things ; it ſees a greater glory and 
deſirableneſs in things above, in one glance of 
his eye, in one day within his Courts, in one 
hours communion with him, than in all the 
World belides: Mary faw more advantage in 
ſitting at Chriſt's feet, than inthe many things 
Martha's heart was taken up about, Luke 10. 
41, 42. Curſed be that man (faith the noble Mar- 
quels Galeacins) that accounts net ene hours com- 
munion with Chriſt above all the World. 

Secondly, A heavenly heart is a heart that 
favours heavenly things, Rom. 8: 5. Nothing 
goes down ſo {weet witha heavenly heart as 
heavenly things, every thing rejoyces in its like : 
An earthly heart delights in earthly things ; the 
Merchant in his Trade, the Husband-man in his 
Field, Houſes, Husbandry, and the fruits of the 
earth; the yoluptuous man inhis pleaſures; as 
he that ſold his City for a draught of water ; 
crying out when he had done, O that for ſo 
ſhort a pleaſure, of a King Iſhould be made a 
Slave! The proud man in his greatneſs, Is not 
this great Babylon that T have built, for the houſe 
of the Kingdom? Dan. 4+ 30. So doth the hea- 
venly heart reliſh greateſt ſweetneſs in heaven- 
ly things: How ſweet are thy words to my taſte ? 
yea ſweeter than honey to my mouth, Pſal. 119. 103- 
His fruit was ſweet to my taſte ;, his mouth 1s moſt 
ſweet, Cant. 2. 3. and 5- 16. My meditation of 
him ſhall be ſweet, Pſal. 104. 34. We took, ſweet 
counſel together, Pal. 55- 14. We talked of the 
myſteries of Godlineſs (laith Ainſworth) of the 
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exerciſes of Religion, (faith another) which I 
ſuppoſe the Prophet meaneth by going into the 
Houſe of God, as companions conſulting (as it _ 
were) how they might prepare themſelves to' 
his ſervice. 

Thirdly, A heavenly heart isa heart that longs 
and deſires after heavenly things: . Whom have I 
in Heaven but thee ? and there is none that I can 


' deſire en Earth in compariſon of thee, Pſal.7 z. 25. 


When ſhall I come and appear before God? My 
ſoul thirfteth for thee ; my fleſh»longeth for thee, 
ina dry and thirſty land where no watery ts, te ſee 
thy power and glory, as I have ſeen thee in the 
Santtuary, Pſal. 43.2. Pſal. 63.1,2. My foul 
longeth, yea even fainteth for the Courts of the 
Lord , my heart and my fleſh cryeth out for the: 
living God, Pſal. 84. 2. .Delires are the natacal. 
motions of the heart, and rhe beſt charafter,, an 

trueft lineaments (faith one (y) ) bp 
that can be drawn of the minds of Reynold's Treas 
men. Prattices may be over-rul d 0 F-FROnng, 

by ends ;, but deſires are always genuime and na- 
tural: Hence good men have had moſt confidence 
in approving themſelves to God, by their aff ettions, 
and the inward longings of their Sonls after him, as 
being the pureſt and moſt unfeigned iſſues of love, 
and ſuch as have leaſt proximity and danger from 
forein and ſecular ends. It is an unqueltionable 
evidence of ſouls riſen with Chriſt, and receiving, 
the ſtamp of Heaven on the heart, 'to ſet their 
affeftions on things above : Heavenly deſires are: 


_ the natural breathings of a.gracious heart, which 


can as well live without them, as a man 
without breathing ; a ceſſation of ſpiritual 
| deſires, 
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deſires, argues. ſoul-ſwooning , - or ſpiritual 
death. 

Fourthly, a heavenly heart is known by its 
heavenly thoughts; it will be much think- 
ing of heavenly things: As is the heart, fo 
are the thoughts uſually. For as he think- 
eth, Þ # he, Prov. 23.7. The thoughts are the 
firſt-born of the heart, and ſtrength of the ſoul, 
and as natural iſues of the mind, as beams are 
of the Sun; if the heart be evil, the thoughts 
will beevil ; if the heart be good, the thoughts 
will ordinarily be good, Marth. 15. 19. further 
than corruptions. or temptations hinder, Fer. 4. 
v. 14. If your hearts be heavenly, ſo will your 
deſigned, habitual and well-pleaſing thonghts 
be. They that are ſpiritual, will mind the things 
of the Spirit, Rom. 8. 5. Fry your hearts by your 
ordinary, quiet and delightful thoughts : Are 
vain, earthly thoughts your trouble, and holy 
thoughts your delight ? 

Fifthly, A heavenly heart will be full of hea- 
venly projects ; ſuch a heart will be driving de- 
fgns for Heaven ; his conſultations, enquiries 
and ſtudies, will be how to carry on and pro- 
mote heavenly intereſts. * Tirus 3. 8. This # 4 
faithful ſaying , and theſe things I will that thou 
affirm conſtantly, that they which have believed 
in God might be carefwl to maintain good works : 
pporrigorts cum ratione & Concilio exerceri; the 
word is, might ſtudy, deviſe, and heat their 
brains how they might do good: That's the 
temper of earthly hearts alſo; they will be 
plotting and contriying ways and means how to 
adyance carthly intereſts. Phi. 3. 19. Who mind 

| earthly 
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earthly things, %: T6 6#iy ia, pegrerres, Zanchy, whoſe 
thoughts are in the earth (as the Syrzack, renders 
it,) that is, they are wholly taken: up about 
earthly things: So *tis with a heavenly heart, 
it is taken up about the things of Heaven; ir 
laies holy plots, bow to keep down the world 
and corurption in the ſoul, and how to make 
the moſt of all it hath and doth for Heaven, 
to ſecure his intereſt, and enlarge his poſſeſſion 
above: Sofar as the heart is heavenly, ſo far is 
it deſigning for Heaven. 

Sixthly, A heavenly heart is aCted and inflneny 
ced by heavenly motives and arguments; there 
is nothing ſways more with a heavenly ſpirit 
than reaſons drawn from heavenly things, hea« 
venly pleaſures, heavenly honours, heavenly 
treaſures will do more with a heavenly heart 
than any arguments drawn from things of this 
hfe. The nature of the heart is much known 
by the motives that are moſt potent with it: 
A carnal heart is byaſſed by carnal things : Who 
will ſhew #s any good? Pſal. 4. 6. But a ſpiritual 
heart with ſpiritual things: Lord lift wp thou 
the light of thy countenance upon us: Lot will 
chooſe the plains of Sodom, but Abraham will 
prefer walks with God, though in a Wilderneſs. 
David values his lot, by what it hath of God 
init, and counts that moſt pleaſant and rich 
which helps him to moſt of God. Pſal. 16. 5, 6. 
Tell a.1 heavenly heart how he may be rich, 
great and comfortable in the World, and it {tg- 
nifies nothing : but tell him how he may pitch 
his Tent neareſt to the Ark and enjoy moſt of 
God, how he may keep peace and —_ 

with- 
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within, and order his converſation aright to 
Pleaſe God, and you will ſooner win ſuch a 
heart, than by all the choiceſt propoſals of this 
life. Wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his 
way? Pal. 119.9. Who foal abide in thy taber- 
xacle ? Pſal. 15.1. Whowill riſe up for me againſt 
evil doers ? Pſal. 94. 16. How might I do to get 
a better heart ? tobe more rich towards God? Oh 
' that one would give me drink of the Waters of the 
Well of Bethlehem ! 2 Sam. 23.15. How might 
T do for ſome fore-taſtes of the rivers of pleaſure 
at the right-hand of God? and to eat of the tree 
of life in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God, Rev. 
2.7. Theſeare the moſt taking things with an 
heavenly Soul; his choice, his delights and tran- 
ſcendent intereſts lie on the other ſide- of this 
World, even within the- borders of Immanue!'s 
Land. ; Pp 

Seventhly, A heavenly heart is a heart that 
lives upon heavenly things, and is maintained by 
proviſions fetch'd from Heaven, nouriſhed up 
in the words of Faith, 1 Tim. 4- 6. deſire the 
ſincere milk of the Word, that ye may. grow 
thereby, 1 Pet. 2. 3. My meat and drink is to 
do the will of him that ſent me, 7oh. 4. 34. 
Earthly hearts are maintained by earthly com- 
forts ; like the Crows, they live on Carrion ; 
but heavenly hearts live upon heavenly things, 
they feed on the fineſt Wheat; and, like the [»- 
dian Bird, Ule malim, that lives upon the dew, 
and of the juice of Flowers and Roſes, heavenly 
ſouls proſper beſt on heavenly pulſe and water : 
Grue me underſtanding and I ſhall live, Plal. 119. 
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* Eightly, A heavenly heart walks by heavenly 
Rules; *tis led by the Spirit of God, Rom. 8. 14, 


All the threatnings of men cannot upon choice 


bow him from his path-way of duty, « Dar.6- 10. 


nor the reaſon or allurements of men draw him' 


with full conſent into the way of ſin, ch. 3+ 18. 
Whatever comes of it he is at apoint to keep 
the commands of God, Pſal. 1 19. 106. It chules 
to be governed by heavenly Laws. And we wil! 
walk in his paths, Iſa. 2. 3- As for me and my 
houſe we will ſerve the Lord, Toſh. 24. 15- Such a 
ſoul is eaſily perſwaded by the evidence of truth, 
and will hear what the Spirit faies : A itrle child 
ſhall lead him, Iſa. 61.6. 

Thirdly, Then are earthly things done in an 
heavenly manner, when done to heavenly ends 
and purpoſes; to obey, pleaſe and honor God 3 
when a perſon can approve his heart to an all- 
ſeeing eye,that the great and chicfend for which 
he takes up thisor that calling, ſets'on any em- 
ployment, is in ſubordinacy totheſe great ends, 
not to pleaſe men, to gratifie his owe luſts, to 
grow great in the world, to enjoy pleaſure, 
eaſe, reputation, and intereſt here, but out of 
obedience to the Maker, Redeemer and Gover- 
nour of this world, that God in all things might 
have his will and glory, 1 Per. 4, 11. This is the 
ultimate end of all Gods works, and ſhould be 
of man's alſo. All emplpyments run ont of their 
proper chanel, if they tend not to this Ocean of 
divine glory :. As God is the Alpha, ſo he muſt 
be the Omega of every action; the firlt cauſe 
muſt be the laſt end. God hath made all things 
for himſelf, Prov. 16. 4. To him belongs the w/w 
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(as from deatn, fo) of life, Pſal- 68. 20. Nothing 
is further good,than it anſwers Gods end; earth- 


ly ends ſpoil heavenly work, and heavenly ends W$ 


u an excellency on earthly work. Chriſtians, 
e careful of your ends in all you do: ?Tis not 
enough todo things that are” right, if you are 


not upright in them : That's unfanCtified work 


which hath not holy aims, and God for its 
laſt end. To follow your callings, that you 
might live honeſtly in the fight of men ; that 
you might provide for your own, and have a 
competency in the world to. carry you com- 
fortably through it, is lawful, as ſubordinate 


ſecondary ends, but not as your chicf and laſt 


end, to which all your aftions muſt be di- 
retted ;, that muſt be fingly and ſupremely the 
pleaſing and honouring of God as your higheſt 
end | 


Fifthly, Another part of this Heavenly Frade 
is driven on & maintain'd in heavenly thoughts : 
Thoughts are the embrio and conception. of 
ations, whichalſo come under the cogniſance 
and government of Religion. *Tis a common, 
but carnal principle, and falſe aſſertion, that 
thoughts are free: They are free indeed from 
the inſpetion of men, but not from the eye 
and judgment of God, who ſearcheth the hearts, 
and weigheth the ſpirits, Fer. 17. 1a. ahd will 
bring every ſecret. thing into judgment, Eccleſ. 
12.14. Solomontells us, The thoughts of fookſh- 
neſs £5 ſm, Prov. 16. 2. Prov. 24. 9. And Petey 
tells us, that the tltfoughts of the heart need 
forgivnefs, As 8. 22: not onely ſinful aftions, 
but ſinful thoughts are forbidden, Dee. 1 5-9 
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and the very thoughts as well as words and 
lives of Chriſtians, are to be brougtit under rhe 
obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10. 5. The Idea and 
platform of every conſiderate ation, js firſt 
drawn in the mind and inward thoughts : No. 
work is rightly done that wants previous 
thoughts and conſideration. Prov. 16.9. A man's 
heart deviſeth his way; te weighs, conſiders and 
deliberates abour the way he is to go in, -and 
the courſe of life he is to drive; he counts the 
time, coſt, and every thing that muſt go to his 
work. Prov. 31. 16. She confidereth a field and 
buyeth it. So *tisin this Heavenly Trade; there 
muſt be deviſing of the way, ferious thonghits 
and conſiderations, how to mannage it to beſt 
advantage 3 how toget in; and pur off wiſdoms 
goods ; how to ſtrengthen grace, to diſpatch 
duty, to obtain rhe favour of God, and dwell in 
his preſence » how to improve mercy, and how 
roenſure glory. The Heavenly Trade can ne- 
ver be carried on without heavenly thoughts, 
Inward working thoughts about God and god- 
linefs, are of wonderful ufe to farther a holy 
life: They warm and chear the heart under 
troubles, Pſa. 94.19. engage and fix it on God, 
and render his preſence defrable : Heavenly 
thoughts fire the heart, and iniffame it to holy 


actions, Pſal: 139. 17. Pſal. 39.3. and are a 


choice preſeryarive againſt ſin, Pſa 4. 4. Tis 
greatly uſeful toencreaſe knowledge, and attain 
ro deep wiſdom and Tomg="2 . Dax. g” 4+ 
Many ſhall run to and fro, and | | all 
encreaſe : That is; their thoughts ſhalt be wt 
ing on truth; bufily ettiployed to find'our the 
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meaning of the ward, Jooking 0:1 one. fide, and on 
the other ſide (ſaith Mr. Fenner) and by this 
means ſhall come te,a- great thriving in kgow- 
ledge. Men will never be religious to & 
or be their crafts-maſters in this HeavenlyTrade,, 
till they be more ſpiritual and heavenly in their 
thoughts. Chriſtians, make conſcience of your 
thoughts ; they muſt. come to judgment \ wally 
your hearts from whence they. come, Fer. 4+ 14- 
and watch your thoughts whither they go. 
check. ,your thoughts when they begin to. 
wander ; quicken your thoughts when flat; 
hx. your thoughts when floating; .ſpiritualize 
them when carnal-; exerciſe them when ſloth- 
fat; ſet them on their proper and profitable ob- 
jects, and hold them to their. work in divine 
and heavenly meditation every day, which is 
part of your Heavenly Trade,and hath a mighty 
tendency to foul-enriching, Pal. 4. 4 Pſal.6 3.4. 
Pal. 104. 34+ Gen: 24, 63. Pſal. 1. 2. Pſal. 77. 12. 
Pſal. 139. 8. | 
.. Meditation is a calling in the thoughts from 
its ſtraglings and undue employments, fixiag 
them on, and holding them to their peculiar 
work : *Tis the travel of the mind in the ſearch 
of ſame ſpiritual good, from ſuch things as du-. 
ty...and providence lay before it; it weighs 
things and ations in the ballance of truth ;. it 
turns things up-ſide down, and looks on both 
ſides, and through them, that. it may take a 
Tight eſtimate of them : ?Tis the running to and 
fro of the cogitations to encreaſe knowledge, 
Dan. 12. 4. Meditation ſifts things and truths, 
ta divide the flower from the bran, and _ 
F OM: 
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from errours; it helps to a clearer, and more 
ſenſible viewof truth and. excellency,; with: the 
Chymiſt, it extrats the ſpirits. and -quinteflence 
of things; it warms the heart, and fires the af 
fections, raiſes deſires, engages the willj. en-; 
lightens and enlivens the conſcience, and helps. 
to feed the foul on divine truths, to feaſt it with 
divine love, it draws nouriihment from ordi-: 
nances, ſweetneſs from promiſes, inſtructions! 
from the Creature, and good irom- providences:. 
Without Meditation a perſon cannot receiye the: 
good that's offer'd tohim, or do the gdod- that 
is required of him. The Word preached doth 
not profit hearers, for want' of Meditation t@' 
digeſt it; threatnings promiſes, counſels, en- 
couragements, don't alfeft the ſoul, or- effect: 
their errand and meſſage, for want of a ſerious: 
and ſettled conſideration of them. O what. pro-' 
ft might Chriſtians get to their ſouls, were 
more time ſpent every diy in right Meditation* 
Believer, charge thy heart. wath this duty of- 
daily Meditation, which 1s as needful as Prayer,: 
Reading, andany acts of holtneſs,and allow ſome: 
time conſtantly each day for this holy exerciſe 
of thy ſerious thoughts and cantemplations.* To 
meditate on God, his Wordand Works; 'onthe 
Soul; its being, immortality, duttes, evils, and 
intereſtsz on the World, its vanity and emp-, 
tineſs; on Sin, its nature and iſſues; on Ho-.: 
lineſs, it's excellency and bleſſed advantages; on 
Death, judgment and Eternity, with. whatever. 
might. yield 'inſtruftion and profit: Urge- thy 
eonſcience with the command of God, the.pra- 
Rice . of the Saints, the-:great neceſlity, : aid) 
| | T 3 | many 
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many adyantages of this duty ; conlider the 
great and uſyai averſneſs of thy heart to it, 
which doth manifeſtly beſpeak its ſpirituallit 
and excellency; for the more nature is indiſ- 

ſed to aduty, the more of God is uſually in 

ch a duty; think alſo of thy manifold loſſes 
and diſadvantages thou haſt fuſtained by thy 
neglect of it, and pray hard for the ſpirit to 
help thy ſoul in the due performance of it, 
which hints | can only ave with thee withour 
further enlargement, leſt it ſhould ſwell this 
Volume beyond its deſigned bounds. 

Sixthly, If you would drive on this heavenly 
Trade, you muſt be keeping up heavenly con- 
verſes every day, and upon every occaſion ; 
much ofearthly Trades is carried on by earth- 
ly diſcourſes, this way they drive bargains, and 
barter away goods : a great many words oft- 
times go to Chaffering, buying and ſelling : and 
ſo is it in this heavenly Trade; Religion is 
much advanc'd by a ſpiritual improvement of 
mens talk and converſes; this way did the 
fearers of God keep alive Religion in evil 
times, when other helps were wanting, Mal. 
3- 16. Prov. 10. 21, By this ſouls come to be 
fed and nouriſhed in their holy Faith, 1 Ti-».4- 6. 
A great deal of good or hurt comes by mens 
diſcourſes. O the miſchief Chriſtians do to 
each other by their yain, carnal and earthly 
communications when they come together ! 
Evil communications corrupt good manners, 1 Cor. 
IF. 33. Whoſe word doth eat as doth a canker, 
2 Tim 2. 17. This way does Satan put off much 
of his wares, even by Wiſdom's Merchants, 
making 
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making them to weaken, cool, deaden, and cor- 
rupt one anothers ſpirits, ſtir up, feed and 
ſtrengthen each others gorruptions, become 
temptations and proyocations to one another 
to ſin, by their ſinful corruptions: *Tis fad to 
think how the work of God ceaſes, and the 
work of Satan proſpers this way : Perſons 
come warm ſometimes from a Sermon, and are 
foon cool'd by impertinent and vain diſcourſes ; 
come from ſecret duty, when their hearts 
arequickned and raiſed, and preſently deadned 
again by ſpirit-quenching diſcourſes. -.O how 
many labours of the Satnts and Servants of 
Chriſt, and how many ſtrivings of the Spirit are 
overturned, and come to nothing by vain and 
rotten diſcourſes! no wonder the Apoltle tells 
us, The tongue is 4 fire, a world of imiquity;, it 
defileth the whole body, and ſetteth on fire the 
Conrſe of nature, andis ſet on fire of hell, Jam. 3. 6. 
Through the organ of an unſanftified tongue 
doth Satan ſhoot his fire-balls of temptation 
into the hearts of hearers: are you afraid of 
that fire which burns down your houſes? be. 
ware of that fire that burns down ſouls to hell. 
"Tis no ſmall part of a Chriſtian's wiſdom to 
ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, and to-order (as his 
converſation, fo) his converſes to edification : 
When the Apoſtle preſſes the Epheſians to wiſ- 
dom, Eph. 5. 17. the next thing he adviſes to is 
holy conference, ver. 19. by mens language are 
they known of what Countrey they are; ſo 
are perſons diſcover'd, whether Citizens of 
Heaven, or the World, by their ordinary and 
deſfir'd language. 'Tis ſaid of Auguſtine, he 
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went not” ſo willingly to a feaſt, as to a con- 
ference to reduce any that erred. He that is 
of the Earth, is earthly, and ſpeaketh of the 
earth :, he that cometh from Heaven is above all 
and what he hath ſeen and heard, that he teſtt- | 
feeth, Foh. 3. 31. He will be ſpeaking of hea- 
venly things, which he learnt of God: A 
good man out of the abundance of his heart bring- 
cth out good things *, for out of the abundance of 
the heart the month ſpeaketh : The tongue is but 
the index and bucket of the heart, that tells 
men what things are within, and draws out of 
thoſe d2cps to others; men ule ro find out what 
metals are hid in the earth by the colour of the 
fand which the waters waſh away from the 
mountains: if the ſtreams he low, the ſpring 1s 
weak; an empty heart yields empty diſcourles; | 
By yori» words you ſhall be juſtified, or condemned : 
The tongue of the juſt 18 as choice ſilver, Prov. 
19. 29. In that it 1s enriching to thoſe that are 
near it. The tongue of the wiſe is health, Prov. | 
12. 18. It {endeth out ſound and wholſome 
words to the ſtrengthening of hearers ; *tis ſaid 
of the Spouſe, rhit her lips did drop as the 
honey-comb, honey aud milk_are under her tongue, 
Cant. 4. 11. Ad the roof of her month like the 
beſt Wine that goeth down ſweetly, cauſing the lips 
of thoſe that are aſleep to ſpeak, Cant. 7. 9. This 
doubtleſs is one reaſon of the little thrivings of | 
Chriſtians in communion this day, 'tis from their 3 
barren and carnal communications; this ſtarves 
Religion boti in thy own ſoul, and in thoſe thon | 
converſelt with; *tis not maintained by gra- |, 
c:2us converies, and ſoul-edifying —_ | 
ChIt- 
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thing, every affliction, as well as mercy, that 
doth betall them3"and be comporting' in all 
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Chriſtians, lay this to heart, how can you bear 
the charge of all rhat decay in godlineſs this 
day upon your non-improyment of this part 
of your heavenly Trade? 

Laſtly, Then do you carry on the heavenly 
Trade, when you improve every thing to hea- 
venly advantages, getting good from every 
thing you meet with, do, or enjoy. *Tis ſo in 
carthly Trades, all men ſeek their gain from 
their quarters, 1ſa. 56. 11. endeayour to turn 
every thing to ſome profit : And ſo ſhould hea. 
venly Traders be getting ſome ſpiritual good 
from every thing that comes under their hand, 
ang in their way, if ever they intend to thrive : 
this comports with the great deſign of God in 
all his adminiſtrations ro his people, which is 
todo them, good. Who fed thee in the Wilderneſs 
with Manna, which thy Fathers knew not, that be 
might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, 
to do thee good at the latter end, Dent. 8.16, To 
this end are his providences directed : The hand 
of our God is upon all them for good that ſeth_ him, 
Ezra 8.22. And this leads to the accompliſh- 
ment of the promiſes towards Believers: 
will ſet mine eyes upon them for good, Fer. 2.4. 6. 
I will not turn away from them to do them 
good, Fer. 32. 40. All their occurrences are 
brought under 2 promiſe of working for good. 
All things, the beſt and worſt things of provi- 
dence, ſhall work. for good to them that love God, 
Rom. $8.28. And why 1s this? but tiat graci- 
ous ſouls ſhould be expeting good from every 


their 


/ > RS T6 
* -2822 @TheDHeavenly Trade 
their capacities with this deſiga of God, by an 
improvement of all, to this great end of ſoul- 
advantage : What more good, O Lord? was the 
uſual ſaying of a godly man, when the Lord 
brought any new atflition upon him,with which 
he was much exerciſed, and Irom which he ever 
got ſome ſpiritual advantage. - 

For this ead are gracious ſouls made capable 
to uſe their mercies, to bear and improve their 
afflictionsto ſome ſpiritual good; they have a 
principle of grace planted in their hearts, and 
of divine light into their minds; and have re- 
ceived rules and inſtruftions of purpoſe, that 
they might be able to reach this end : They 
are made men of wiſdom for this end, that 
they might hear God in affliftion, AMfic. 6. 9. 
and ſee God in mercies; and are $killd in di- 
viae Chymiſtry, that they might extraft the 
ſpirit of providences, and good of every con- 

ition, duty and mercy. *Twas ſaid of pious 
Mr. Dod, that he uſed to turn Earth inta Hea- | 
ven, by a wiſe and ſpiritual improvement of all | 
earthly affairs. A bleſſed metamorphoſis ! and \ 
an argument of excellent $kill and high attain- 
ment in this heavenly Trade, to: turn Copper | 
and Braſs into Gold, and to convert every | 
thing, the worſt things to ſome good. This 
(Chriſtians) is your priviledg, duty and intereſt, 
ſoto mannage every affair,condition,occurrence 
and experience, as to help on your ſoul-enrich- , 
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There are nine things eſpecially which Chriſtians 
ſhould be careful to manage to ſome ſoul-advan- 
tage, to be getting good y them, to the fur- 
therance of their mſtruttron, meditation, morts- 
fication to ſin, the world, and ſelf , to the ſtreng- 
thening of their graces, raiſing their affeft;ons, 
quickining to duty, preparation for death, and 
every trial in the way to it, and for furthering 
their meetneſs for glory. 


— 


Firſt, Priviledges are one thing which Be- 
lievers ſhould be getting good from, to theſe 
great and noble ends of ſpiritual good. Eve 
heavenly Trader hath ſome priviledges whi 
may afford ſoul-profit. | 


% 


Natural 
There are < Providemial pPriviledges. 
Spiritual 


All which may contribute ſome profit to the 
improvers of them; Parts, Youth, Heakh, 
Strength, are part of Nature's treaſure, and to 
be husbanded to the uſe and ſervice of the ſoul : 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe talents the great Houſ- 
| holder givesto his Family, (though 1n different 
meaſures) for improvement; and ſingular mer- 
Cies they are, if well uſed to the Donor's ends 
and directions. A humble ufe of Parts to the 
good of others, and ſetting of wit, memory, 
reaſon, with the choiceſt intelleCtuals, and rich- 
eſt endowments of the rational mind, on the 
ſervice of the ſoul, 3 Epiſt. Fob. 2. —_y them 
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hewers of wood, and drawers of water for the 
ſanctuary of the Lord: A ſhaving and paring 
off of the excrements and froth of wit, that 
they may become Iſraelites, and devoted to 
the God of 1ſrael, and ſpiritual uſes, Dewt.2 1.12. 
keeping them under the government of the 
ſpirit, isa good improvement of them in this 
heavenly Trade. 

You that have Parts and habilliments of 
Mind, do not proſtitute them to the pleaſure of 
theſleſh, and the ſervice of fin, but reſign them 
ro the uſe of the ſpirit, towards your enrichings 
with true wiſdom, and encreaſes in the know- 
ledg of God, which brings falvation. When 
Jprightly Parts and ſparkling Wit are inlaid 
with grace, then are they as Apples of Gold m 
pictures of Silver, Prov. 25.11, Ohhow amia- 
ble are theſe endowments of nature, when fea- 
ſoned with grace, when perfum'd with My;rb 
and Frankincenſe, and beſprinkled with the Pow- 
Acrs of the Merchant, Cant. 3. 6. 

Youthful time is another priviledge for ſoul- 
advantage 'tis the morning of the ſoul's day, 
the beſt and moſt nſeful part of time, when ap- 
propriated to God and divine uſes : what' ad- 
vantage have ſuch for warmth of afteftion, and 
diſpatches of duty ? whereas decrepit age, like 
an emerited Souldicr, hath worn out its fſer- 
viceable capacitics; and as the ſetting-Sun Is 
attended withevening cold, aad ſhadows, and 
the cloſe of working uſeful time. O how un- 
ſerviceable is old age for tranſacting the work 
of the new-birth, when Conſcience is ſunk 
downinto the deeps of guilt! when the aftecti- 
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ons are clogg'd with the dirty things of this 
world, and preengaged to other Lovers; and 
when the marrow of natures ſtrength has been 
eaten out by the waſting ſervice of ſin. So great 
and amazing a work is the ſalvation of a ſinner, 
that it deſerves a ſubject of the choiceſt capa- 
Cities to be compleated in, and tranſacted by : 
And then is youth profitably ſpent, when de-" 
voted to God, and taken up in the great matters 
of ſalvation. You that are yet in your youth 
and morning-time, let God haye the ſpring of 
your time, the firſt-born of your ſtrength, and 
firſt ripe fruits of your capacities; let not youth- 
ful pleaſures have the flower of your time and 
abilities, leaving the bran for God and your 
ſouls. | 

. You that have ſtrength of Body, and a health: 
ful temper, put it to the beſt uſe for your hea- 
venly intereſt. Are you ſtrong; to labour ?: work 
out your ſalvatian; labour for the bread that 
endureth ; you that have legs, ufe them while 
you havethem, to carry you up and down after 


| God. If you muſt eat bread in the ſweat of 


your brows, let it be the. bread of your Fa.. 
ther's houſe. If you muſt riſe up*early, fit up 
late, break your reſt,exhauſt your ſtrength; -let 
zt not be all for the world,let:Chriſt have ſome of 
your ſtrength, before all be gone; yea, if you 
have any, let'Chriſt have all. | 

As there are natural priviledges, ſoare there 
providential priviledges alſo, which are'the ca- 
pacities that providence diſpenſeth to ſome, , of 
doing and receiving good beyond others, as li. 
berty, peace, plenty, with other outward. mer- 
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cies, all which are to be husbanded to the beſt 
advantage of your ſouls. 

Have you Peace with men ? improve it to- 
wards the obtaining and ſecuring your Peace 
with God : Your firmeſt leagues with men will 
hold bur a lictſt while, if your covenant with 
God be broken; what can favour with men pro- 
fit you, if you have frowns from God ? If men 
ſheath up their ſwords, and God's be drawn, 
thy caſe is dangerous, and full of trouble. Make 
this uſe alſo of thy preſent Peace, to prepare for 
future trouble, and to be the berter arm'd 
when trialscome ; fpend not all thy ftoce upon 
thy preſent Peace and Comfort, but fave fome 
fragments for times of need. God gives thee 
a breathing-time, that thou mayeſt hold our 
the better in thy race; and ſpares thee a little 
veſt, that thou mayeſt be the fitter for ap- 
proaching trouble. 

Have you Liberty? take heed of yokes of 
bondage, Gal. 5. 1. and foul-ſtraitnings. If God 
fet you at large, do not impriſon your ſelves to 
the world and Carnal luſts : Is thy body out of 
priſon ? tabour to get out thy ſoul allo, P/al: 
I42.7. Arethy feet enlarged? get thy heart 
enlarged alſo,and run the waies of his command- 
ments, Pſa/. 119. 132. Make the moſt of your 
Liberty in doing fervice to God, in attending on 
his appointments,and in taking all opportunities 
of doing ſalvation-work,and enjoying ſalvation- 
helps: Belike your Lord, going up and down 
doiug good, while you have opportunity,Foh. 12. 
v- 35- If yon have ſpare time, or can redeem it 
by double diligence from your earthly _—_— 

ay 
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lay it out for God and his people in religious 
duties, Chriſtian viſits, holy conferences : The 
time may come you may wiſh for ſuch a privi- 
ledge, and long to ſee one of theſe days of the 
Son of man. 

Have you yet a liberal portion of the good 
things of this life ? is your garner full, your 
table ſpread, your cup overflowing ? lay in the 
ſenſe of theſe mercies now, as winter-provifion 
to warm your hearts then, when you may not 
have them to warm and refreſh your bodies, 
and lay them out to refreſh thoſe that want 
them, that they may bleſs God, for you, glo- 
rife Godin you, and procure mercy for you in 
the day of need: Make not thy ſelf a ſlave to 
thy abundance,but make thy plenteons comforts 
ſerviceable unto thec. 

There are Spiritual Priviledges too, the lot 
of ſome, and calls for great improvements. 
There are Perſonal Priviledges, the State and 
Spirit of Adoption, juſtification of perſons, 
purchaſed right to pardon and peace with God, . 
freedom from condemnation, aſlurance of pre- 
ſervation in grace unto glory, with many gifts 
of grace and ſpiritual favours which thouſands 


| —_ not. And there are Publick Priviledges 


acceſsto God, communion of Saints, a place 
within the walls of God's houſe, with variety 
of ſoul proviſions, an intereſt in the promiſes of 
God, the prayers and graces of his people, 
things of infinite worth, and purchaſed art no 
lower rate than the blood of Chriſt : You that 
are intereſted in thoſe, come under great obli- 
gations to behold them with — ” 
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hold them with trembling, and to uſe them with 
diligence and faithfulneſs. You that are planted 
in the Courts of the Lord, Pſal. 92. 13, 14. be 
fat and flouriſhing ; content not your ſelves with 
bare priviledges, with dogs to feed on dry 
bones, but get the marrow, juice, and fattening 
vertue of all your advantages. Do not with 
Lazarus, lye at the door of your rich Lord, 
the Dogs licking your forces, when ; ou may g0 
in and be healed. | 


Secondly, Ordinances are another thing 


which Believers ſhould be getting ſpiritual good 
from: Theſe are the golden pipes through 
which the Lord pours in the Oyl of grace into 
his golden Candleſticks, and Goſpel-Churches, 
Zach. 4. 12. Showres of Manna to feed his 
people inthe wilderneſs, and on this ſide their 
own Country, Dent. 8. 16. Theſe are the 
Churches breaſts to fill and nouriſh her children 
untolife eternal, 1ſz. 66, 11. Ger. 2.6, 10. Or- 
dinances are the Miſt, the River of Eden, by 
which God watzrs his Garden ; Scriptures are 
the M:nes, Ordinancesare the opening of them 
to ſuch as dig for Wiſdom. A conſiderable part 
of this Heavenly Trade is driven about theſe 
commodities; ply them well, that you may get 
large incomes of ſpiritual bleſſings — 
them: Take heed of flezping at theſe breaſts, 
or playing with them, -leſt the Lord put them 
up, or put you off; lie at the pool ſide, wait at 
the wells of ſalvation, and not onely come, but 
drawout waters of life thence for your needy 
fouls: For which four things are needful. 


 Prepa- 
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Preparation, 
Attention. 
Retention. 
Obedience» 


Firſt, Prepare before you hear, get the room 
emptied, ſwept and garniſhed : For thoſe pro- 
viſions of Chcilt you are called to, bring your 
pitchers empty and clean, thar God nay fill 
them : Come not to Clean food with a foul ſto- 
mach, bur get your hearts purged by ſound re- 
pentance, and waſh'd from an evil conſcience, 
and renewed by the Spirit, for the new wine 
of the Goſpel, 1 Pee. 2. 1, 2,3. They mult be 
new born babes, that receive the ſincere milk 
of the Word,ſo as to grow thereby, ar. 9. 17. 
If a dead Chriſt mult be laid in a new tomb, 
Mat. 27.60. ſurely a living Jeſus will not come 
intoan old heart, and rotten ſepulchre. Spend 
ſome time before you go to hear, in ſearching 
your hearts, and reviewing your wales, in get- 
nga deep ſenſe of their vileneſs, and the ex- 
ceeding finfulneſs of your ſins, that the fallow 
h-1d of your hearts may be plowed up, and you 
ſow not among rhorns: Take heed you bring 
not a hard heart to hearing. when Thraſamund 
the Arrian read Fulgentius's defence of the truth, 
he praiſed his wiſdom, wondered at his elo- 
- quence, commended his humility ; yet had his 
heart ſo hardned, that he could not ſubmit ra 
the truth. To help you herein, ſet prayer on 
workto beg down the Spirit's aſfliſtance ; bring 
your hearts to Chriſt by prayer, that he would 
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make them clean : If he ſay, 7 will, be thou clean, 
thy Leproſfie ſhall be cleanfed. Prayer alſo 
helps you to ſuitable proviſion, - anda bleſſing on 
it : Hearers prayers help Miniſters to preach, 
and themſelves to hear, 2 The. 3.1. Souls ne- 
ver thrive better than when Miniſters and Hea-. 
rers be much in prayer for the Word of the Spi- 
rit, and Spirit withthe Word. . To pray well, is 
 toſtudy well (a.) Prayer (ſaies one) is a meſſenger 
to fetch that holy ſeed out of the garner above : 
Prayer is the former and latter rain to make it 
grow beneath; pray continually, if thou would'ſt 
grow continually. After Chritt had fed the mul- 
titude, he went up into a Mountain apart to 
pray, Marth. 14. v. 23. Sceret prayer (ſaith 
Mr. Trap) fats the ſoul, as ſecret morſels feed the 
body;, therefore it is ſaid to be the banquet of 
grace, where the ſoul may iſolace her ſelf with God, 
as Eſther did with Ahaſhuerus ar the banquet of 
wine, and have whatſoever heart can wiſh, or need 
require. | 

Secondly, Take heed how you hear, hear as 
for your lives, with holy attention, with fear 
and trembling. Mznifters (faith Mr. Latimer) 
ſhould preach as if Hell were at their backs, and 
hearers ſhould hear as if life or death were in every 
word. Hear with holy affection; many were 
given up to believe a lye, becauſe they loved 
not the truth, nor received the word in the 
love thereof, 2 Theſ. 2, 10. Hear believingly ; 
the Word preached did not profit, being not 
mixed with faith in them that heard it, Heb. 4. 2. 
*Tisby faith the Goſpel becomes the power of 
( # ) Bene oraſſe eft bene ſtudiiſſe, 4 
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God to ſalvation, Rom, 1. 17. The Arm of God 
was not revealed on 1f-ae!, becauſe his report 
was not believed by them, Iſa. 53. 1. The Spi- 
Tit is given out through the hearing of faith : 
Never expect to profit by hearing, till you joyn 
faith with hearing. 

Thirdly, Keepthe Word you do hear; take 


' heedof letting flip the things you have receiv- 


ed, Heb. 2. 1. Hold faſt the truth that no man 
take your Crown, Rev. 3. it. Be not forget- 
ful hearers, but doers of the Word, Fas. 1. 25: 
Forgetful hearers will never be doers: JIrae/s 
diſobedience was the fruit of their forgerfulneſs, 
Pſal.73 10, 11. The reaſon of the Diſciples 
trouble at the Sepulchre of Chriſt, was ſaid to 
be their forgettulneſs; they had forgotten 
what he had ſaid to them when he was in. Ga- 
lilee, Lnke 24. 6. Bad memories have many 
times barren lives : Be much in after-prayer 
for the Comforter's help to keep the Word for 
you, and bring it to your remembrance: Prayer 
opens the heart to take in the Word; and 
prayer ſhuts the heart to keep in the Word: 
keep up meditation of the Word, Pſal. 111. 91: 
This chews the cud, and gets oat the ſweetneſs 
and nutritive virtue of it unto the heart and 
life: This way the godly come to be as trees 


planted by the waters 1ide, that bring. forth 


much fruit in their ſeaſon, Pal. 1. 3. 

- Fourthly, Obedience of the Word helps to 
profiting. The worth of Divine Truths is never 
fully known until they are liv'd upon; . nor its 


virtue felt till we cleave to it in our conyerſation, 


Prov. 4.6. Forſake her not, and ſhe *fhall preſerve 
V 2 the! 
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love hcr,, and ſhe ſhall keep thee. Yerſ. 12. When 
thou goeſt, thy ſteps ſhall not be ſtraitned, and when 
thou runneſt thou ſhalt not ſtumble. O the iweet- 


neſs, the pleaſure, the ſtrength, the bleſſedneſs. 


that they loſe who only look on truth, but do 
not live it! Strangers toa holy life meddle nor 
with the joy that is wrapt up in the Word and 
| Waies of God, Prov. 3.17. Her wates are waies 
of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. The 
Word of God yields out but half its ſweetneſs, 
until it becomes the way and walks of men,. 
Pſal. 10. 11. In keeping them there is a great re- 
ward. My witneſs is in Heaven, ſaith Mr. Wit- 
liam Cooper, upon his death-bed, Thar the love 
of Feſus, and his peoples ſouls, made preaching my 


pleaſure;, and I had tio ſuch joye as tn doing God's: 


work. They are bleſſed that do his Commandment ; 
not only in .that they have right to the tree of 
life, butin that they eat the pleaſant fruits of 
it,and feed upon thar hidden Manna- unto. which: 
bare hearers are ſtrangers. 

Thirdly, Get all the good you can from Pro- 
vidences; from favourable Providences, and 
from frowning Providences : Theſe are the 
North and the South winds, which the Beloyed 
cauſes to blow upon his garden, Carr. 4. 16: 
that the ſpices might flow forth. Providences, 
whether proſperous or afflictive, are to ſayed 
ſouls but the fulfilling of Divine Purpoſes, and 
the accompliſhment of precious promiſes, which 
are deſigned for the good of Believers. Obſerve 
the Providences of God if fou would ger good 
from thence. Obſervable things (faith worthy 
Mr. Blair,) do follow them that ars giuer; to obſer- 
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vation. Doth God bring thee under ſmiling 
Providences; get ſome good from them : In 
theſe the | Lord writes legible characters of his 
Covenant-love to his people. O read the ten- 
dernefs, love, bounty and faithfulneſs of God in 
them, and beaftetted: Get thy heart to write 
back letters of love and thankfulneſs to God 
again; entertain giving Providences with 
thanſgiving hearts, and the ſacrifice of praiſe 
2 Chron. 29. 31. Let the Lord communicate 
with you concerning receiving as well as giving, 
Phil. 4. 15. Ifleft-hand mercies flow in upon 
you, take heed left thoſe floods break their 
bounds, and carry away the banes of your af- 
fettions and circumſpeftion. Chriſtians, *tis a 
ſafe rule to fear your mercies as well as afhi- 
Ctions: There is uſually leſs fear, and therefore 
more danger of profeſſing friends, than pro- 
feſſed enemies. Twas the prayer of Queen E{;- 
zabeth, Tobe delivered from her friends, as for 
ber enemies ſhe would take care of them. Fur- 


ther, if you have now aſpring-tide of outward 


mercies, Prepare for low-waters: The comforts 
of this world are not ſtanding pools, but running 
ſtreams, and rolling Seas, that ebb and flow; ex- 
pect not too much from them; entertain your 
comming mercies as ſtrangers, who have their 
timeto goas well as come; The Lord gives, and 
the Lord takes, Fob 1. 21. 

Get good alſo from taking as well as giving 
Providences; be bleſſing God for them : There 
is more ſelf-denial and pure love to God ex- 
preſſed in ſuch acknowledgments,than in praiſes 
for beſtowing mercy, Fob 1. 2. Beſides, divine 
| V 3 grace 
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grace runs as well throngh the empty channels, 
as broad ſtreams of outward comforts : *Tis the 
ſame hand of the Father that uncloaths, which 
dreſſes his children.; the Fork as well as the 
Rake belongs to the Covenant of Grace and 
Peace; neither is love or hatred known by theſe 
things, Eceleſ. 9. 1. Some have never found 
more than when they have loſt all : The Lord 
oft-times makes mens loſſes their gains, and 
their gain of earthly things their loſſes: Saul 
loſt his Aſſes, and found a Kingdom: ' Shimes 
found his ſervants and loſt his life : Place nor 
then your happineſs, no nor your comforts in 
thefethings: How many prick their fingers to 
- get afew fading Roſes, which as ſoon wither 
as they are pluck'd : Think well of God under 
ſcattering Providences, and belieye he loves 


much: when he removes your mercies, - 
as when he grves them : Look to Ea in Provi- 
dences ; Tee whence thi 


nce tnoſe winds come that blow 
down" your houſes, and ſcatter your comforts ; 
Enquire wherefore God contends with you, Job 
9. 2- 'Doth not ' that worm which devours 
your gourd, breed in your ſecurity, pride, un- 


thankfulnefs, and abuſe of them, - while you had 


them? ſearch out the cauſe of God's diſplea- 
ſure ; juſtifie God init, and bear his indignation 
hymbly; come down at his feet, kiſs his rod, 
and hear the voice of it; This is to get good 
own CO COT : ns 
"Fo » Ger rom the 'world, an 
things thereqf ; by ſeeing its wiles and deceit- 
fulnefs, its vanity. and emptineſs; Mark. 4: 19 
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paſleth away and it 1s gone. Trades-men care noC 
for over-much of thoſs goods that are ſoon 
out of faſhion, Eccleſ. 1. 2- O care not for 
the world, the faſhon whereof ſoon paſleth 
away ! 1 Cor. 7.31. The worldis a dirty thing, 
*tis hard to touch it, and not be defiled, Chri- 
ſtians, benot like Swine, who loveto run into 
the dirt; and if you would keep your ſelves 
unſpotted, take heed of the world. The world 
is a heavy pondrous thing; by faith make it 
portable, and more eaſfie to be born, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
that it may not clog your feet, and ſtop ,your 
race towards glory : Faith will ſoon leflen your 
burden, and mend your pace, it will turn brals, 
yeaclay into gold, and make it light in carriage. 
The world is a ſtrange Countrey to the Citizens 
of Heaven, get good from it, by living as ſtran- 
gers inthe world, by making you long the more 
tor your own home, by converting It to the 
ſervice of your ſoyls, and intereſt in glory. The 
' Scorpions in Caria, whenthey ſling, kill bome-bred 
people, not ſtrangers. Apollgn. Be a itranger to 
the world; and it will not hurt thee. The world 
Is a ſubtle Strumpet,ſhun her embreces, lye not 
in, her boſom, ſtop your cars againſt her charms, 
and ſhut your eyes from her allurements. The 
world is an enemy, beware of it ; when it pro- 
-miſes, believe it not ; when it killes you, take 
.heed of the fward injts hand, 2 Sam. 20. 9, 10. 
.whenit cries peace, peace, then fear ſwift de- 
ſtruction ; ſet thy feet on its fair neck to keep 
it down; get it nailed to the Croſs of Chriſt, 


and pierced to death with the ſword and ſpear 


of the Spirit. Get good from eyery ſtate and 
V 4 condl- 
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tion God puts you into, whether high or low, 
richor poor: If you are above others in place, 
be above them in grace ; if you enjoy more 
than others, labour -ro do: more than others, 
Aatth. 5. 47. Thehigher you are in the world, 
be ſo much the lower in your own eyes: The 
taileſt Cedars bow moſt : Ships of the greateſt 
burden draw moſt water, and godeepeſt : Ex- 
alted Angels rejoyce to be miniſtring ſpirits : 
Yea the Son of God delighted in being the ſer- 
vant of men: Iſrael was a Prince and prevailed 
with God, and yet counted himſelf beneath 
the leaſt of all God's mercies, Ger. 32. 10. By 
how much the greater I am (ſaith Maximinus ) 
Jo much the more I labour, and the more I la- 
bour, the greater Tam, Paul the chiefeſt A- 
poſtle, and yet in his own eyes leſs than the 
leaſt of all Saints, Epheſ. 3. 8. Humble your 
ſelves when God exalts youz and when you 
humble your ſelves, God will exalt you. 

Have you much of the world? take heed of 
puffings up; the more you have, the more you 
owe ; the more you have of Earth, the leſs 
-you may have of Heaven: The poor in the 
world may be rich in faith; andthe richin the 
world may be oft-times poor in faith: If God 
giveyou much here, be fearful leſt he give you 
your All here. When one offered Eather much 
£0'd, he proteſted. God ſhould-not put him off 
with theſe things. 'Tis ſaid of Gregory the Great, 
he could never read theſe words, Son, remember 


thou in thy life time receivedſt thy =_ things, | 


without horrour and aſtoniſhment, leſt having 
ſuch dignities he ſhould be excluded his portion 
| 19 
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in Heaven. Have-you little in the world? you 


have the leſs to reckon for ; you have the leffer 
temptations, the fewer bryars and thorns togo 
through. Are you mean in reputation ? you 
are ſo mnch the ſafer, and the more beneath 
envy. Tis more to you (ſaid Mr. Rutherford 
to the Lord Keeper) to win Heaven, being ſhips 


| of preat burden, and in the main Sea, than for 


little veſſels that are not ſo much in the mercy and 
reverence of the ſtorm. Are you low in the 
world ? the more reaſon you haye to lie low 
in-your own ſpirits; aPrince?s heart, and a-beg- 
gar's purſe donot well agree. Are you in want ? 
make more uſe of Chrilt's fulneſs:: *Tis bleſled 
miſery that yarns angy to Chriſt for cn 4 
Had it not been for affliction, Chriſt wou 

have had but little” company. whiles in the 
world: The whole need not the Phyſitian; the 
ſick, the blind, the deaf, dumb, and poſleſſed of 
Devils might bleſs God for their maladies, 
which were the occaſions cf bringing them to 
the Phyſitian of their ſouls as- well . as bodies.2 
*Twas well for the poor Canaanite that her 


daughter-was ill, for by that means ſhe was: put 
upon ſeeking crumbs, and while ſhe ask'd tor 
them, got the childrens bread to boot, Matth. 


IF. 27, 28. . 11 

Fifthly, Get good from your Callings and 
Employments- in the world, by preſerving'a 
ſenſe of the ſnares and dangers that lie inthe 


; management bf. them.. If men would: take. a 
ſtri& ſurvey of their Calling-carriages, . and be 
ye to their 'obſcryations,they muſt needs con- 
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fels there are many evils they are guilty of in 
the management of them every day; either 
idleneſs, or exceſs of Jabours, deceitfulneſs, 
earthlineſs, lying, cheating, ſelfiſhneſs, covetoul- 
nefs, carnal-mindedneſs, yain diſcourſes, multi- 
tude of words, murmuring, unthankfulneſs,with 
many ' other ſins of omiſhon and commillion, 
which they are expoſed to in the purſuit of 
their Employments : Now when the experience 
and ſenfe of this do keep them more humble 
and watchful againſt the occaſions and appear- 
ances of ſuch evils ; when this helps to break 
and melt the heart before the Lord in prayer, 
fly to Chriſt in the ſenſe of their weakneſles and 
inability to hold up under their temptations for 
all their help and grace to ſtand, Epheſ. 5. 15,16. 
And when they labour to keep a tender ſpirit in 
all their dealings, and a holy jealouſie of their 
hearts in every thing they do; exerciſing ſelf- 
denyal, and mortifiedneſs to the world and 
things. below, then they get profit from their 
Callngs, : Prov; 41. 3. Pſal. 141. 3: | 
When they make their particular Callings to 
comport with, and ſubſerye their general ; when 
mens. buſineſs. in the world do not unfit them 
for,. but are helpful in their religious duries, to 
keep their hearts in a meetneſs for ſpiritual fer- 
vice, even.while they are in their earthly Em- 
ployments, maintaining a walk with God. in 
them, then they. get good from their earthly 
— ſ.:6. 18, Titus 3. 1. Sometimes 
God blefſeth your Callings, and. makes your 
-basket and ſtore to encreaſe; then to be enlargf 


an thankfulneſss and preſerve the —_ F-4 
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God's goodneſs, is not only your duty, but” 
will ſweeren the enjoyment of your mercies : 
With my ſtaff 1 paſſed over this Fordan, - and now 1 
am become two bands, Gen. 32: 10. To love him 
more, and ſerve him better, with mare chear- 
fulneſs and gladneſs of heart; this is profiting 
by your Callings. / 
- Sometimes God blaſts your labours, and 
erofleth your hopes, makes a breach upon your 
Trade, follows you with loſſes one after ano- 
ther : In thiscalſeto look to the hand of God, 
to ſearch out God's end'in all, to get good by 
it, to be the more weaned from the world, and 
to ceaſe from earthly ſtays, is a profitable uſe 
of your Callings. | 
Sixthly, Be getting ſome good from your 
company you rehde amongſt, meet or converſe 
with : The Lord offers, and ſouls may get much 
good this way : O the mercies that God deals 
out through mens company! ?*Twas well for 
Rahab that ever the ſpies came to her houſe, 
for by that means ſhe obtained the falvation of 
herſelf and family. What a mercy *twas to the 
woiman'of Samaria, when ſhe came to the Well, 
that ſhe found Chriſt there, who'inſtead of fil- 
ing her pitcher with periſhing water, by this 
means got her' heart filled with the waters of 
life, Fobn. 4: 15. 'Whar good did the Diſciples 


' - get* by comhpany' in: the way to Emmaxs, who 


'by that means 'had their cold'hearts warmed, 
their weak faith ——— Litke 25- 15. to 
the'32.Others have had company fatal to them : 
'Had'1t-not been 'for 'Potipbar's houſe Foſep! 
"ght have eſcaped temptation'to unc - 
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Gen. 39. 7- And had it not been for Pharaoh's 
houſe he had not learn'd to ſwear by the life 
of Pharaoh, Gen 42.15. As long as Petey kept 
with the Diſciples, he was faithful and coura- 
gious; but when once he fell into evil company, 
and gotinto the High Prieſt's Hall, he mentharhy 
fell into that fearful fin of denying his Lord and 
Maſter, Luke 22. 55- When they ſate down toge- 
ther, Peter ſate down amongſt them, Chriſtians, 
beware what company you come into, for the 
ace and welfare (if not the life) of your ſouls 
1s much concerned in it: Have no fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful works of darneſs, but rather reprove 
them, Epbeſ. 5. 11. Prov. 1. 15. chap. 4. 14, 15- 
Chulſe not wicked company for advantage ſake, 
as Lot did with theloſs of his goods, and hazard 
of his life, and a dreadful fall to boot, Gen. 19. 
15. 36. Advantage was his end why he choſe 
the plains of Sodom, but loſs was the iſſue of his 
.Choice : So Balaam for Balacks goods, run him- 
ſelf into thoſe temptations that coſt him his life, 
Gen. 31. 8. Go not into wicked company ex- 
.cept duty call you; if you have God's warrant 
you have his protection ; and if by providence, 
'or in the way of obedience, you meet with evil 
men, be good with them ;. [The Sun (ſaith Dzo- 
genes) wiſits kennels, and 13 not defiled.] either b 
taking an occaſion to do them good, as the //- 
raclitiſh Maid did to her Maſter NNaamay, di- 
'refting him to: the Prophet Eliſha for 'cure, 
2 King. 5- 2, ; Or by putting a ſtop. to their 
fin, as David did... Zſal. 75: 41.5- 1 ſaid wuntothe 
fools, deal not fboliſhly, and yo the wicked, lift-not 
' #p your horn. And as Zudah ſought to divert his 
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Brethren from their wicked enterpriſe againſt 
Foſeph, Gen. 37. 26, 27. Or by reproving their 
{in, as Nebemiab did the ſin of the Nobles, Neh. 
5, 7- Or by inſtructing them if ignorant, as Pant 
did the Athenians, Atts 17.22, 2 3. But if they 
be ſuch like Sons of Bel:al, that the thorns can- 
not be taken by hand, let them be thruſt away, 
and get your ſelves fenced that they hurt you 
not: Take heed of the leaſt compliance with 
themin their ſin. 1 Tim. 5-22. Be not partakers 


of other mens ſins;, your own are heavy enough z 


filence in not reproving, with any ſigns of ap- 
proving others (ins, make them your own. 

If you enjoy good company, take heed you 
miſs not of good, or meet withevil from them : 
good men have their evils; great men' are 
alwaies wife, Job 32.9. And "tis eaſier to follow 
them down, than up the hill,and to imitate their 
vices, than their virtues; diſeaſes are more com- 
municable than health ; men may impart their 


| ſickneſs, but-cannot their ſoundneſs. O what ad- 


vantage hathsſin for its-propagation, when it falls 
from the hands of men reputed gracious | The 
errours of good men are not only examples, 
but arguments unto'others to ſin alſo : If Peter 
play the: hypocrite, other 7ews dilſemble like- 
wiſe with him; Gal.2.13. and no lefs +man than 
Barnabas is carried: away with their diſſimula- 


_ tion. Ifthey that are ſtrong do but eat in the 


Idols Temple, the weak will eat the things of- 
fered to Idols, 2 Cor. 8. 10. O take care of the 
evils of good men, which: like books publiſhed 
cum privilegio,, vend the more. , Ap Eſau's gar- 
ment will make a 7acob's voice to pals; _ 
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where good in any man is admired, evil isthere 
feldom fearcd:: take heed you follow no man 
further than he follows Chriſt, 1 Coy: 1 1+ 11; 
Implicit imitation is as dangerous in practice, 
as implicit faith is in judgment : - weigh their 
actions you intend to walk after ; let no mans 
reputation be your watrant for imitation : Emi- 
nent perſons are File-leaders, which way they 


turn, the File turns with them ; The leaders of 


People caſe them to err, Iſa, 9, 16, Men uſu- 
ally follow thoſe they commend, ( y ) and how 
much the greater they are with whom we con: 
verſe, (ſaith Seneca) (z) the more is the danger: 


Get good from good men, elſe their goodneſs _ 


is-nothing to you : what truth you hear from 
them, receive; and as Afary did the Angels 
words, ſo.do you ponder their gracious ſayings 
in your hearts, Luke 2. 19. 1651H; 

When you are in the company. of thoſe that 
are above you in wiſdom and grace, be more 
ſwift to hear than to ſpeak: The emptieſt veſ- 
ſels make the greateſt ſound; and1 have often 
obſerved in company, ſuch as have moſt need 
to hear and learn, being ſelf-conceitedly wiſe, 


will take up moſt of the difcourſezand inſtead of 


drawing waters from deeper wells to fill their 
empty veſlels, they will be .pumping out . that 
little they have : This ſurely doth not beſpeak 
the - modeſty of ſuch, and leſs becomes their 
profit. - Orsgen, when a child, uſed to queſtion 
with his Father about the. ſenſe of the Scrip- 
tures, and afterwards became a great Scholar. 
G) mos offers, refero. (2) OO I cum 
quo converſamer bec periculi ples off, | Tis 
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*Tis the obſerving attentive Chriſtian is uſually 
the moſt . knowing, thriving Chriſtian z who 
with the Bee, gathers in the Summer, and gets 
honey from every flower it meets with ;. and 
in the Winter ſpends it. When you meet with 
empry veſſels, *tis your charity to be putting in, 
but when you come to deep wells, 'tis.your 
duty and intereſt to be drawing out, by asking 
queſtions, and propoſing doubts, as the young 
man inthe Goſpel did, Mar. 19. 16, and Nice- 
demus and the woman of 'Samaria, Joh. 3. 2; 4. 
ch. 4. 11, 15, 20, to Jeſus Chriſt. The enqui- 
ring ſoul, if itbe'done in truth, and followed 
= obedience, will be the moſt flouriſhing” 
oul. 

Seventhly, Get good from your: retirentents 
as well as company ; be never leſs alone, than 
when alone: Sometimes in purſuance of -duty 
you muſt be alone; when thon prayeſt enter 
into thy Cloſet, Mar. 6.6. Retire we muſt ſome- 
times (ſaith Mr. Trap,) and inte fit places to meet 
with God, ſolacing, and entertainirig Solsloqwes 
with him, as \ſaac did in the field, Jacob upon the 
way, Ezekiel by the river Ulai, Peter upon the 
leads, Chriſt upon the-mountains, Abrabam'"in 
the grove in Beerſheba, Gen. 21. 33. *Tis no 
matter (ſaith 'the ſame Author) how mean 'the 
placebe, ſo it be ſecret © 'where there i5 4 Jeretny, 
aDaniel, a Jonah; -« Dungeon, 'a Lions-Den, 4 
Whale*s-belly, are goodly Oratories. If you will 
not hear me, (faith Peter Mhoite) ſend me 'to my 
priſon again among my toads and frogs, whith will 
net. interrupt me 'while I talk, with my Lord God; 
Atits &+ Mon. 122, Q-how deſirable-is xctire- 

ment 


ment with God to a ſoul that hach acquaintance 
with him ! Arntiſthenes being asked' what good 


be had got by Philoſophy? anſwered, that I 
can converſe with my ſelf; much more is it thy 


- 
a 


intereſt to converſe with God. *Tis ſaid of that 


pious man, Mr. William Sedgwick, that when he 
Was young, while the reſt of the Family were at 
their Games and Dancings, he would be n a corner 
mourning. Mr. Greenham, when at auy time 
he was ſich,, would ſuffer no body to fit up with 
him, that ſo he might more freely converſe with 
God. Pſal. 119. 62. David would riſe at mid- 
night to enjoy cummunion with God. O the 
bleſſed ſeaſons that gracious ſouls have had with 
Chriſt in their corners ! how ſweet have their 
ſtollen waters of life, and bread eaten in ſecret, 
beea to their hungry ſouls ! Prov. 9. 17. If the 
walls of this houſe could ſpeak ((aid Mr. Hew 
Kennedy ) they could tell how many ſweet days I have 
bad in ſecret fellowſhip with God, and how familiar 
be hath been with my ſoul:;, The fulfilling of Scrip. 
p.442. The Lord doth uſually unboſome him- 
{elf moſt to his friends when he hath them 


alone. Hef. 2.14. J will allure ber, and bring” 


her into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak, comfortably to 
her, or ſpeak, to her heart, (as "tis in the He- 
brew: Upon which words Stella hath this note, 
(4) God needs no.witneſſes that he might ſpeak, to 
our ſouls; when God finds our heart alone, be 
preſently comes in, and ſups with it and when he 
obſerves our ſoul withdrawn from the - cares 
(a) Ve Dominus cum anime weſtra loquatur now opns 
habet teftibus, Quando Dominus cor aoftram folum invenis 
fatim canamrus camillo ſedit--== ; 4 
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and carking thoughts of this World, then is his 
time to open his great wonders and ſecrets to: 
it: Facod was'neyer more prevailing with God. 
than when alone z © then was the time he got the 
bleſſing, Gen. 32. 24, 29. Peter was- alone 'in. 
ptayer with God when he fell into a trance, 
As 10. 10. His foul was as it were r , 
from" the body. for a time, (ſaith Beza) that he 

mipht” converſe. with God (c}). Eljah was alone 


_ in! ſecret prayer, when the. Angel brought him, 


that refreſhing feaſt, in the ſtrength of which, 
he travelVd-in the wilderneſs forty days, 1King- 
19. 4. tov. 9. Owhatam I, (faid Mr. Patrick, 
Simpſon, after he had been:many hours in his 
Garden alone, wreſtling with God for his deſer- 
red Wife) being daft and aſhes, that the holy: 
mimftring Spirits ſhould beſent. by: the Lord to' 
delivera meſſage tome ! telling one that :over- 
heard him, that he had had a viſten of Angels, 
who did' with audible voice give him an an» 
ſer from the Lord of his Wive's conditions; 
this Woman alfo ro whom, upon im ity; 
hedelivered'thefe words, as ſhe was ener: 
ing to: the place wheve he lay on the ground;! 
heard an affrighting noiſe of a great ruſhing of: 
multitndes together, and with it a- melodjous: 
ſound': Such a-welcome doththe the Lord: Jeſus) 
give his children ſometimes, when he gets them 
alohe into his Chambersand Wine-cellar, O the: 
ſweetneſs - perſons may find in; their ſolitades 
with Chriſt ! So"pſo» turn'dafide when he; ſaw- 
a frarm of Beesand Honey in in the:carkaſs of 


——_— 
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the Lion, 7udg- 14. 8. *Tis faid of, Ferome, that 
living in the wilderneſs, he ſeemed-to converſe: 
with Angets. Contemplation (faith; Gregory) is: 
the cleareſt day of internal. light , then are their 
diſcoveries moſt, when in a: holy ſilence with 
God alone : Retirement (Chriſtian) is an op- 
- portunity pur:into thy hand of in- door work; 
tis God*s call into the Mount, Exod. 34. 2,3, 
Be ready in the morning, and come up in the morn-. 
ing unto Mount Sinai, and preſent thy ſelf there. ts 
we in the top of the Mount, and no man ſhall come 
»p with thee. *Tis his command to a holy ſilence 
and ceflation from other work, that thou may'lt 
attend the- moſt ſecret concerns of thy ſout: 
Improve this : time' wholly in converſe with 
God, and attending the affairs of thy ſoul : This. 
is a ſcaſon to takeaneſtimate of thy ſoul-ſtate, - 
to try the grounds of thy hope; for eternity, to. 
be ſearching into the ſecrets of thy heart, and 
taking aful Rn paſt- life, and; former 
carriages, Pſal. 4 4, Then is the timng;c0 weigh 
thy mercies and dyfies, to.call to. ning. God's. 
dealings with the, and thy cartiages- towards: 
him; to beftdying the-wiles of Satan, and; 
the ways of thy daty; the worth of godlineſs, 
the.danger of miſcarrying, and the bleſledneſs- 
of overcoming, - and ſuch like, : meditations. 
When you are riding, or- walking, or fitting: 
alone, invite the Lord Jeſus to keep you com- 
pariy,:to- walk and converſe with you; fill up 
your yacant- hours with ſecret prayer and me-. 
ditatian , take heed of being -at leiſure from. 
duty-employment, either in Jour general or 
Forticular Calling, or lawfulEmployments, leſt 


being 
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being too much alone, the Devil ſtrike in for 
company; no greater temptation can Satan 
find, than times of ſolſkude not improved. + 
_ Eighthly, Ger good from occaſional objets 
and occurrences, which are not chance and for- 
tune, as the blind world calls it ; but the pro- 
dutts of divine wiſdom and pleaſure- towards 
Believers for their good. Albane receiving a 
perſecuted Chriſtian into his houſe, and ſeeing 
his holy devotion, and ſweet carriage z he was 
ſo much affected with his good example, that 
he became both a Profeſſor and Martyr ; Bede. 
It was not by accident, but divine ititention, 
Rar TEC FTeAa Thould meet Abraham to bleſs) 
him, and Shimei meet David to curſe him ; thar | 
Moſes. ſhould meet Ferhro's Daughter at the 
well in A*idian, and that David ſhould meet 
the Egyptian in purſuing the Amalekites: It 
was God put it into the thoughts of Saul's ſer- 
vant to adviſe his Maſter to ſpeak with the Pro- 
phet, by which means he obtain'd a Kingdom: 
*T was by divine diſpoſal, that when Joſeph was 
caſt into the pit, the Midiamres ſhould paſs by, | 
and lift him up, aud ſell him to the Iſhmaelites, 
and they to Poriphar. The Lord is carrying on 
ſome part of his work, ſome plete of mercy 
or juſtice, comfort or affliction by all theſe oc- - 
currences, in which His people roma be co- 
workers with him, and be learning ſomething 
from every paſſage of providence they meet". 
with, and object they occaſionally behold in 
their journeyings and purſuits of their occaſions 
in the World : What fruitful meditations had 
Sampſon from _— the carka(s of the. Li- 
2 
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on, and ſwarm of Bees in it in his _ to 
om 


Timnah? Judg. 14.8.14- And our Saviour 

ſeeing the wither'd Fig-tyge in bis paſſage from 
Bethany to Feruſalem? Mat. 21.19, to 23. What 
a leCture did Chriſt read to his Diſciples upon 
' viewing the goodly Buildings of the. Temple ? 
Luke 21.5, to the end: He beheld the City, 
and wept over it, and improved it to ſome in- 
ſtruction to his Diſciples, Luke 19.41. He be- 
held people caſting in gifts into the treaſury, 
and makes improvement of it, Mark 12. 4- 
Some told him of the blood of the Galilears 
which Pilate had mingled with their ſacrifice, 
and he makes a profitable ule of it for his Diſ- 
Ciples inſtruction, Zuke 14. 1, 2. What Sermons. 
hath Chriſt preached, wien he took. his Text 
from the waters of Samaria #' Foh. 4. 9, 10. 
from the Manna given to Iſrael in the wilder- 
neſs ?' Foh. 6.26, 27, 31, 32. from the multi- 
tudes flocking after him for loaves? Chriſtians, 
if you would grow rich in ſpirituals, make ſome 
 fJpiritual improvement of all you-ſee, hear, meet. 
with in your journeys, dealings, converſes in 
+ the World : Thou walkeſt intothy Garden, get 
ſome inſtruction from the objects. that thou 
caſteſt thy eyes upon : Every herb in thy Gar- 
den preaches God to thee (b); Thou walkeſt 
into the Field, go with. /ſaac's heart, to medi- 


tate upon. the Creatures and providences of God . 


thou beholdeſt there : Thou lookeſt tothe Hea- 
vens, letit not be only as the Phariſees, to difſ- 
_ ern the face of the Skie, Matth. 16. 3. but ta 
fee the glory of God, and his handy-work, 
(6) Qualibet berba monſtrar. Deum.. = 
Plal. 


_ 
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Pſal. 19. 1. with the Chymiſt, extract ſome 
good from every thing thou meeteſt with. 
Twas ſaid of Jerome, he knew how to gather gold 
out of the dunghill, and honey out of weeds, leaving 
the poiſon for ; vruk How will men dig into 
the bowels of the earth, rack the creatures, 
ſpend themſelves to get a few ſhadows, and all 
the whiledo nothing to get the ſubſtance that 
endures! and this doubtleſs is one reaſon of 
foul-poverty this day ; we trade not with crea- 
tures and occurrences that fall in-our way to 
ſpiritual advantages: Beg ſpiritual $kill and 
aithfulneſs to be improving all you ſee, hear, 
do or enjoy to ſoul-profit. | 
Ninthly, Get good from your falls and miſ- 
carriages : Phyſtcians do ſometimes make poy- 
ſons medicinal, and fo doth the Phyſician of 
value make the diſcaſes of his people turn to 
their health. Sin is the greateſt evil, and yet 
redemption-grace works good out of it. David 
got good by his fall, it made him the more 
humble and broken in heart; drew ont his heart. 
in ſtronger cries after gracez made him more 
watchful for the future againſt the occaſrons of 
ſin, Pſal. 51.7, 8, to the 12. Pſal. 39. i. Pat. 
141. 3. Peter got good from his fall, by keep- 
in an after-ſenie of the evil of it on his heart. 
Iſrael by their departure from God came to 
loath themſelves the more in their own eyes, 
Exzek, 36. 31. And Epheſus, by a ſenſe of their 
evil got this advantage, they could not bear 
evils in others, Rev. 2. 2. As ſin abowmds, ſo grace 
«bounds much more, Rom. 5. 20. 
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Obje&t. If ſouls may get good from ſin, and where | 


ſin abounds,grace abounds much more: Then 

why ſhould we be troubled for ſm, and watch- 
ing againſt it ! Why may we not rather (in, 
that grace may x vx and do evil that 
£ood may come thereof? 


Sol. The Apoſtle anſwers this --objeCtion, 
Rom. 6. What ſhall we ſay then, ſhall we continue 
in ſin that grace may abound ? God forbid;, and 
proves by ſeveral Arguments. 

Firſt, That it cannot be that ſouls intereſted 
in Chriſt can live or allow themſelves in ſin; 
Becauſe 

Firſt, They are dead to ſin,and therefore can- 
not live any longer in ſin, v. 2 dead men while 
ſo cannot live, but bejjevers are dead to ſin no 
longer to live therein, #7; Cooper, amplits,never 
more to live in it; they may fall into 1t, be over- 
come by it; but to allow it, to deſign it, to 
make proviſion for it, and to take up encou- 
ragements upon Choice in judgment, tocontinue 
in it ; this cannot conſiſt with men dead to ſin,as 
all ſouls in Chriſt are; for they are baptized in- 
> to the likeneſs of Chriſt's death, yea into his 
death, v. 3- That as Chriſt died for fin once to 
die no more, but was raiſed by the glory of the 
Father, v. 4. ſo they being really dead with 
Chriſt, ſhould live no more in ſin, but be perpe- 
tually dead to it; for this is the very end of 
Chriſt's death;to deſtroy the old man, the body 
of ſin, the whole power and Being of finin Be- 
| lievers, to be acccmpliſhed in its time and 
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wates, v- 6. - And Chriſt died in vain, and hath* 
loſt the great end of his death, if they that are 
in him can live any longer in fin; for he that 5s 
dead is freed from ſm (c,) v. 7. Sidnaid)a being 
put for nmvdigeles, by a Synecdoche, Piſcat. 
that is, abſolved from the obligation, ſervitude,” 
dominion and guilr of ſm; as an Apprentice is 
by Law declar'd free, -or ſet free from his Ma- 
ſter's rule -and-power. | 
Secondly, They that are in Chriſt are not 
only partakers of tis death, and therein brought 
into a ſtate of death to fin; but they are. 
partakers of his reſurrection, and by it inſtated 
in 4 life of holmeſs, v. 4, 5. that now they 
ſhould live to God, which cannot conſiſt with a 
life of ſin, v. 11, 12. | 
Thirdly, They that are Chriſt*s are brought 
under grace, und?r a Covenant of Grace, oppo- 
ſed to the Law as-a Covenant of Works, and- 
therefore cannot be any longer under the domi- 
nion and ſerviceof fin, v. 14- Theſe two Cove- 
nants being in thar reſpect- contrary, they that 
are under the Law as a Covenant'of Works, 'are 
in the fleſh, and bring forth fruit unto death, 
Rom. 7 5. and for that end are Believers fet 
free from the Law, and brought under Grace; 
that they might ſerve God in newneſs of ſpirit, 
v. 6. and no longer ferveſin. | | 
' Fourthly, gy are become - the ſervants of 
righteouſneſs, ſet free fromthe ſervice of fin, 
Rom. 6. 18; Your time under fin is out, and 
you have now no more to do with ſin; you arc 
(c) Fure & fats abſoluti & manumiſi # peecato cujus 
prius premehamur imperio, Parzus, 
. RX 4 ano- 


312 @TheYeavenly-Trade 
anothers ſervaiit, and therefore cannot return 
to the ſervice of ſin any more; for you are now 
ſervants to God, not for a time, but for ever g 
you havedeliver'd over your ſelves,ſworn over 
your ſelves to be the ſervants of God for ever, 
and therefore cannot now ſerve fin: That's his 
ficſt anſwer : You cannot, ifin Chriſt, ſerve ſin 
any longer, nor continue in fin that grace may a- 
bound : for if you can conſeat to live in in, 
you are not under grace. 

Secondly, You ought not to do it, if you are 
rational; *tis not your concernment to fin, be. 
cauſe ſin is an evil thing. 

Firſt, Sin isthe greateſt ſlavery in the world, 
v. 16. Youare ſervants to ſin, and to Devils; 
fins are the works of the Devil, 1 Fobn 3. 8. 
which Chriſt came todeſtroy; fin is evil in its 
ſtate; 'tis drudgery, and in its nature *tis filthy, 
abominable and ſhameful. 

Secondly, lt is attended with ſad iſſues here; 
it brings forth bitter fruit, v- 21. It makes the 
ſoul aſhamed when awakened, toſee what he 
hath done, and ir fills the ſoul with grief, hor- 
Tour and torment ; it breaks your loins, makes 
you go halring to. your grave; it makes you 
weary of your life, and fearful to die; it ſets 
your teeth on edge, and fills your bowels with 
wortmwood and gravel. O the dreadful effects 
of ſin here ! which makes itno waya ſouls in- * 
tereſt to fin, 2 Cox. 7 11. Pſal. 51.8. Pſal. 38. 4. 
Pſal. 1 19. 120. Pſal. 55. 4 Lam. 3. 19. 
_ Thirdly, As tbe work is bad, and fruits are 

evil here , ſo the wages of ſin is death, v. 23. As 
{ogonas the work is done, they ſhall have their 
| WAaBCcss 
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WASES, which is alwayes paying, and never paid; 
they ſhall be alwaies dying, and never dead; , 
whoſe worm never digth, and whoſe fire is never. - 
quenched, Mark. 9. 44- This will be the certain 
end of them that can chuſe ſin, and live in fin, if 


God be holy, and his Word true. And can you + 


then continue in ſin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid. 


- - © Chriſtians! get goodfrom your ſins; to 


be aſhamed of them, to grieve and mourn oyer 
them, to hate and loath them, to-pray and cry | 
inſt them, to watch and itrive againſt them, 
to fly to Chriſt for pardon over them, and free- 
dom from them, to ſhun and avoid the occa- 
ſions of them,to have no more to do. with them, 
to ſeek and further the death and total ruine of 
themzto prize graces,and love Chrilt the more, : 
to be more attentive to his inſtructions, and 
obedient to his commands, to bleſs God, and 
rejoyce in Chriſt ; when God doth in any mea- 
ſure keep you, or ſet.you free from ſin, to long 
for Heaven and Glory, that you- may never fin 
more, to keep cloſe to Chriſt, and abide it his 
waies,that you miBht be the more ſecur'd from 
fin, - and fitted for glory, Ezra'9.6. Zach. t 2.10. 
Exck. 36+ 3 1- Rom. 7. 24- Prov. 4-4, 15: 1 Theſ. 
5.22. Epheſ. 5. 11. Epheſ. 2. yg. 1 Pit. 2.7. 
2 Cor. 5. 8. Ats-11. 23. This is to get good 
from fin, and to drive on the Heavenly Trade: 
That's the ſecoud\branch of Exhortation to Pro- 
Ks 1 | 
3. Counſel to Eartbly Traders, - 


The third branch of Exhortation is coEarthly 
Traders, who meet with breaches and diſcou. 
"ie | Tage- 
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ragements in- the -purſuits of their Earthly* 
Trades. Tis is manifeſtly the caſe of England 
this day: The Lord blows on: mens intereſts, 
makes breaches on their Trades; ſends in wants! 


as an armed man; Trade fails, - a blaſt is on 
mens labours, and the Nation btcomes poorer 


_ every day : This ſhould be for a Jamentation, ' 
but few lay it to heart; men murmur and 
complain; ſome aredejected and ſink in their 
ſpirits, others ſeeing God plucking their Idols 
away, hold them' the faſter, become more cloſe 
and covetous ; others ſink the deeper into the- 


world, turn more eacthly and exceſſive, in their 


carkings and labours z; others more griping- and” 


oppreſlive; but few in appearance look to God, 
and make a right uſe of this fore ſtroak. Now: 
towards a better improvment of this provi- 


dence, give me leave to propoſe to all ſuch theſe' 


few Counſels. - 


Connſel 1: oe) 


Firſt, By your: diſappointments and loſſes in! 


your Earthly Employments, be 'convinced ' of: 
the tranſcendent excellency of this Heavenly 
Trade (which you have, it may be, in purſuit of 
thoſe, too much lighted :) There are no ſuch 
iſles of Wiſdom's Merchandife, if duly follow- 
ed: Religion breedsno-ſuch worms to devour 
its treaſures ; Riches and honour -are with ine, yea 
durable Riches and righteouſneſs ;, fruit 15 
better than gold, yea, than fine gold, Prov.$. 18, 19. 
Thereare no ſuch hazards in the waies of God , 
as here in my earthly buſineſs I am expoſed to: I 
labour hard and can hardly live on't; I ſow _— 
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and drink, but am not filled; 1cloathe me, bur 
am not warmed-; I earn wages, but put it into a 
bag with holes; 1look for much, and it comes 


tolittle, and when I have broughr' it home, the 


Lord blows upon it, Hag. 1. 6, 9. But *tis nor 
ſo in that Heavenly Trade I have. negleQed ; 
there are no ſuch diſappointments; they that 
ſow tothe Spirit, in due time do ſurely reap , 
they that labour for that bread, - ſhall have ir 
given to them. O how do Wiſdom's Mer- 
chants proſper when 1 decay! their faces 
ſhine, their basket is bleſt ; whatever they 


have inthe world, *tis enough for them; they . 
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and bring in little ; I eat, but have not enough; . 


cat their bread with gladnels, and ingleneſs of . 


heart, and are freed from thoſe anxious cares 


and fears 1 am almoſt conſum'd with : That's the 


beſt Trade, I now ſeeit; when all fails, that 
holds; when others famiſh, that feeds; when 
others undo men, that enriches them : O bleſled 
Calling ! thou excelleſt them all. This is one 
good uſe of your earthly waltes, to ſee the ex- 
cellency of Heavenly Treaſures. 


Counſel 2: 
' Secondly, See God in theſe ha ps that 
ltieupon your Earthly ITtades and Intereſts - Af 
fliction cometh not forth of the duſt, Fob 5-T: 
or promotion from the Eaſt, or from the Weſt, 
but God is the Judge, he putteth down one, 
and ſerteth up another, Pſal. 75.6, 7:*Fwas not 


the wind, the fire, the Chaldeans,” 6r Sabeans 
that undid Fob, but it was God thittook away, 


-— 


a. 


it was by his permiſſion all thoſe loſſes came, 


Fob 
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Fob 1. 21. This help'd Fob toadue deportment 
under his tronbles, that he ſaw God in it: He 
doth not fall out with ma, IF Tomplam of the 
Dewil ;, he is not angry with chance or fortune, 


with ſtars or conftellations, but looks to God mn 
all. Is there any evil in the City, and t or, 
Fath mot done it * Amos 3- 6. T form the light, 
and create darkneſs; I inake peace, and create 
evil, Iſa. 41. 7. Iſrael ered in their eſtates, 
and God faies, 'twas he that blowed upon them: 
Men uſually lay iton thetimes; cry'out of one, 
and other, but few look to God, and that's 
one reaſon men make no better uſe of this Rod, 
becauſe they do not ſee it in the hand of a holy 
God. You will never lay your hand on your 
mouths, till you caſt your eyes on God in theſe 
troubles, nor take a right way for cure before 
you ſee the hand that ſmites you, Pſal. 39. 9+ 


Counſel z. 

Thirdly, Search out the cauſe of them ; You 
will not find the remedy, till you ſee the reaſon. 
Shew me wherefore thon contendeſt with me, Job 
IO. 2. Wherefore doth a living man complain, a 
man for the puniſhment of his ſin? let us ſearch and 
iry our waies, and turn again unto the Lord, Lam. 
3- 39, 40. The Lord may well ſay to the Com. 
plainer, Friend, 1 do thee no wrong, Mat. 20. 13. 
And as David did to Eliab, What have 1 now 
done ? 1s there not cauſe? 1 Sam. 17. 29g Hath 
God cqnyfumed your eſtate, broken yoyſ Trade, 
brought;yoy to a morſel of bread Þ and is 
there. got, c4uſe ? Thereare ſeveral ſins which do 
uſually. prove waſting to mens earthly inerels. 

\ | 1 
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Firſt, A letting dowa of Religion, and decay- 
ing in this heavenly Trade, is uſually "followed: 
with waſtes on mens outward comforts iid in- 
tereſts, as hath been already ſhewn : Godlineſs 
hath the promiſe of the life that now is, as well as 
of that which1s to come, 1 Tim. 4.8. When that. 
Houriſheth, all things go well: when Religion 
poes down, nothing proſpers. 2 Chron. 24.20. 
Why tranſgreſs ye the Commandments of the Lord, 
that ye cannot proſper ? becauſe 'ys have farſahen 
the Lord, he hath alſo forſaken you. For this let- 
ting down of Obedience did God 'threaten to 
make Iſrael waſte, and a reproach; to ſend evil 
arrows of Famine, and to break the ſtaff of 
Bread... Exzek. 5. 14, 16, 17. Becauſe ye multi- 
plied more than the Nations round about you, and 
have not watked in my. ſtatutes, neithey have ke 
my judgments, neither have done according to 
judgments of the Nations round about you; you 
have increas'd in abomination more than the Hea- 
thens. and' Nations round about you, and have not 
kept thoſe Laws, anddone that Righteouſneſs which 
they have done : | Greenhill, ] Therefore behold 7, 
even 1, am againſt thee :—— Moreover, 1 will 
make thee waſte, &c. Falling back in holineſs 
will make men fall back in the world too, 
bring a curſe on their abundance. Now this de- 


_ cay of Religion is the ſin of this day, as hath 


been fully demonſtrated. 

- Secondly, Declenfion in the worſhip of God 

hath been followed with dectenſions in mens in- 

tereſts.; 2Mal. 1. g. frac}. brought to. God a 

corrupt thing,, the blind, and lame, and. lick, the 

worſt of the flock, and departed from God's 
Ordi- 
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Ordinances, and the Lord brought on them a 


curſe; (d) I will even ſend a curſe upon your 


bleſſings, yea T have curs'd them already, becauſe . 


ye do not lay it to heart. To give plory to God, 
(faith Cocceins (e) that honour tad Srtdip thar 
is due to him : They had corrupted Gods wor- 
ſhip, and God corrupted their ſeed, Mal. 2. 3: 
I will deſtroy your fruits before they are ripe 3 
which Cocceins thinks was fulfilled in that great 
famine in "/cudius his days, mentioned As - 11. 
28. They had made the ſervice of God con- 
temptible, Mal. 1. 7. and God made them 
contemptible : Chap. 2. 9+ Therefore have 1 al- 
fo made you contemprible and baſe before all the 
people, EIINDQA according as you have not kept 
my ways, but have been partial in my law: you have 
caſt dung on my Ordinances, (for ſuch are Cor- 
ruptions, WP in God's worſhip;) and I will 
ſpread dung on your faces; 2/al. 2. 2. Eventhe 


dung of your ſolemn —_— excrements. ( f )I will 
A | 


inſtead of ſeed throw ſo much dung upon you, 
even the excrements of your corrupt ſervice ; 
as the defilement thereof ſhall even overcome 
and ruine you : For theſe corruptions in the 
worſhip of God, did God ftretch out his hand 
over 1ſrael, and diminiſh their ordinary food, 
delivering them to the will of them that hated 
them : Ezek. 16. 26, 27. I have cnt thee ſhort 
of thy allowance, (pg) I have diminiſh'd thy por- 
(4d) Lege talionis wt Domes ipſorum waſtet qui Domum 
Dei n0n curant, (et) Quia non revecatis ad animum dare 
divino nomini gloriam, &Popico vuiy + & oy Sept. 
(f) Tanta copia ftercorabs 8s ſementis loco ut fimo in- 
| _—_— obrnemini ; Jun. (g) mt vikxua 5 demn- 
Wm . 
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tion, {Greenhill} . thy lawful things, (b) Sept. 
God's worſhip is x name, by which he is 


known and diſtinguiſh*d from all Idols, Exod. 


20.14. his glory, Rom. 1.23. To corrupt his 
worſhip, is to defile the place of his Throne, 
Ezek. 43. 7. and to defalcate, and cut off his 
tribute and revenues from the earth: And no 
wonder if God blaſt their Trade, who adulte- 
rate his Treaſure. 

Thirdly, A covetouswith-holding from God 
turns away the bleſſing of God on mens labours, 
and tends to poverty. Prov. 11. 24. There ' 1s 
that ſcattereth, and yet encreaſeth; and. there is 
that -with-holdeth more than is meet, but ut ten- 
deth to poverty. Many think that loſt which 
is laid out for God, and be-think nothing but 
what goes to pious uſes. O how ſparingly do 
moſt ſow, as if they thought their. ſeed caſt 
away ! and thence 'tis they reap ſo ſparingly, 
2 Cor. 9.6. Mens former charity, rather like 
ſhowers than ſtreams, are dried.up; and there- 
fore are God's ſhowers with-held alſo : expen- 
ces for God having been many, ſeems now bur. 


, denſome, through mens ſelf-love and unbelief. 


While Alexander had hope for more, he never 
wanted a heart or hand to part with the Frank- 
incenſe and Gold he had: Certainly mens Faith 
fails when their Charity fades : Few in their 
ſcarcity dare, with the Widow of Zarephtah, 
give the firſt cake tothe uſe and ſervice of God, 
1 K55p. 17. 13,. 14. No wonder the barrel of 
Meal and cruiſe, of Oil fails ; *tis Chriſtians 
wearineſs in well-doing, and defeftiyeneſs in 
(b) Starnrun, ibm 14h1; Lay, - 


ſcatter- 


= 
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ſcattering for God, hinders their reaping and 
gathering, .Gal. 6. 9. This was one of thoſe 
{ins that brought a curſeand devourer on Iſa: 
ets encreaſe, Mal. 3. 9, 1o, 11. and is ſtill as 
pregnant of blaſtings and mildews as ever it 
WAS. 
 Fourthly, Greedy deſires after the World are 
oftentimes followed with diſappointments : Te 
looked for much, Hag. 1.9. and it came to little, 
6Þ£>4\zTe, Sept. To look with deſire and af- 
feftion. ?Tis mercy in God, when mens hearts 
run too faſt after the World, to lay ſome blocks 
in their way, to hedg it up with thorns, that 
they might not overtake their Lovers (5). Hof. 
2-6. Thornsin mens way is ſafer than ſpears 
in their bowels, and that would have been the 
iſſne of ſuch Lovers when they meet. Cove- 
touſneſs is the Hydropick diſtemper of old 
| aged profeſſion : to cure which, the great Phy- 
ſitian hath providentially preſcribed abſtinence, 
and in his holy jealouſy hath made-men to read 
their ſin in their puniſhment. The Lord ſees 
it dangerous for his people tro have much of 


this World, becauſe it becomes a fnare to their 


ſouls; They that will be rich fall into temptation 
and a ſnare, 1Tim. 6. 9. Earthly things are 
the very bane of Religion, they entangle mens 
feet, and keep them from attendance on God in 
his appointments. The invited gueſts had no 
leiſure to enjoy refreſhments for their ſouls, be- 
cauſe of their interrupting intereſts of this 
World, Marth. 22. 5. The things of Heaven 
feem- light to ſuch, compar'd with their other 

(+) Spes in oculis, luis in manibus ;, Jerom, 


things : 
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things : They made light of. Chriſt's imoitation,, 
and put men on pleading excuſes for neglect of. 
God, and on juſtifying their omiſſions of: holy. 
duties : They began with one conſent to make: ex- 


«ſe : Chriſt and. his people would ha 
of mens company,. ifthe. Vioilbad Tefe oftheir. 
hearts. | 

Theſe earthly things do not only hinder mens 
duties, but their. thrivings alſo under privi- 
iedges: 'Tis the Cares of this World, and de- 
ceitfulneſs of Riches, that choak the Word, and: 
make men unfruitful, Adarth. 13. 22. They 
make careleſs, ſleighty, forgetful hearers ; they 
hinder convictions, quench the motions of the, 
ſpirit, take away the taſtes of divine ſweetneſs, 
and make all the attempts of Grace fruitleſs : 
Fhey take away the heart from God and fpi- 
ritual things, and ſo nouriſh formality and hy- 
pocriſie in profeſſion and duties, cauſing mento 
draw near with their mouths to God, when 
their hearts are far from him, Ezeck. 33-31- 
Iſa. 25. 13. This made Fadas, Annanias, Demas, 
Simen Magus ſuch hypocrites in Religion, be- 
cauſe they loved this preſent World, z Tim. 3, 
2, 5- 2 Tim. 4+ 10. | 

This weakens faith, blinds the mind, ſtarves 
the affeftions, rules the will, and ſo mans all 
the royal forts of the ſoul againſt Chriſt ; by 
which the ſalyation of that foul becomes ex. 
ceeding difficult. be 

And they make proviſion for the fleſh to ful; 
fill the luſts thereof, feeding the carnal mind, 
— ſuch nouriſhment to.fin, as that if 
always reſiſts the Holy _—_ wins the _ 
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ders damnation fure to all that are not by a 
j hand redeemed from! theſe ſpiritual 
enemies ſo that ithecomes in ſuch a necd- 
ful to ſtarve earthly deſires, by a remove of 
.thoſe things that feed and maintain them ; and 
men may look upon thoſe afflictive providences 
on their intereſts, as the procurements of their 
earthly affeftions : Haſtening. to be. rich, hath 
poverty at the heels, Prov. 28. 22. | 
Fifthly, Uafaithfulneſs in mens Callings puts. 
them out of the way of bleſſing, and uſhers in 
waſtes on their intereſts, Adzc. 6. 10, 11, 12,13, 
14-' The Lord had a controverſy with his peo- 
ple, v- 2. and till 'this was taken up, all their 
religious ſervices were to no purpoſe; ſacri- 
fcesand duties could not prevail, or ſtop his 
diſpleaſure, till their ſms were removed, v- 6, 7. 
*Twas not to wait on God in publick daties 
was all that he called for, bat ro do juſtice, ſhew 
mercy, and to walk bumbly with him, wherein 
they had beea defeCftive z and therefore had he 
bronght a rod upon them, v. 9: he had made 
them ſick in ſmiting them, and would make 
themdeſolate, v. 1 3. They ſhould eat, butnot 
be ſatisfied ; and there ſhould be a caſting down 
in the midſt of them; they ſhould be blaſted 
intheir labours and intereſts; they ſhould ſow, 
but not reap ; tread the Olive, but not anoint 
themſ-lves with it; . have ſweet Wine, but not 
drink it; and then comes to reckon with them, 
whercfore this was 'broughe upon them ; ver. 
Io. 11,12. FAre there yet the treaſures: of wicked- 
wneſc i the houſe' of the wicked? and the ſcaut 
meaſures that is aboninable ?. Should I count then 
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; pure with rhe wicked balance ? and with the bags 


of deceitful weights? for the rich men thereof are 
full of wiolence, and the Inhabitants thereof have 
ſpoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their 
mouths. They were full of wickedneſs, and 
among the reſt, were falſe and deceitful; they 
did not walk humbly with God, nor juſtly with 
men, but were deceitful in their Callings, had 
falſe weights, ſcant meaſures, were injurious to 
others, and not juſt and faithful in their deal- 
ings; ſome oppreſſed, others defrauded ; fuch 
as were over others were cruel task-maſters, 


' exacting their labours, ſa. 5. 3, 3- grinding the 


faces of the poor, eating them up as. bread, 
Pſal. 14. 4. by defrauding them of their due, 
keeping back the hire of the Labonrers by 
fraud and injuſtice, Fam. 5- 4. which they do 
(faith one) who give them not a proportiona- 
ble hire, working upon their neceſſities, ſuck- 
ing out the ſtrength and ſweetneſs of the La- 
bourers, Dr. Marton. A ſin that cries in the 
ears of the Lord of Sabbaths, cries out alond, 
xegcer Boers, and their groans are entred into his 
ears, as a God of vengeance to require it, and to 
give his poor a Sabbath, and reſt from their op- 
preſſions, A ſin that God will ſirely and ſe- 
verely puniſh ; He will be a ſwift witneſs againſt 
them that oppreſs the Hireling in his wages, and 
turn aſide the ſtranger from his right, and fear 
not me ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 3. 5. Sins 
joind with Adultery, Sorcery, and Swearing, 


. provocations in God's ears, and actions that - 


_— ſhew not true fear of God in ſuch per- 
ons that dare: opprefs their poor Labourers 
Y 2 changing 
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changing their wages as Laban did Facob's, Ger. 
31. 41. Theſe God will ſurely take in hand ; he 
will be both Judge and Witneſs againſt them; 
he will not delay neither, but proceed ſpeedily 
to ſentence and execution againſt ſuch as oppreſs 
their poor labourers: Of all oppreſſion, the op- 
preſſion of the poor is greatelt, and carries 
moſt cruelty in it, to tread on them that are 
down already, and abuſe them that have no 
helper ; to take the bread out of their mouths 
which are ready to ſtarve, and to defraud 
them of their wages, which is their life, and 
God calls it down-right robbery, Levir. 19. 13. 
To build up their houſes, and raiſe up eſtates 
upon the ruines of the poor labourers, is to lay 
the foundation in blood, and hath a woe pro- 
nounced againſt it from the Lord of Hoſts, Hab. 
2.9, 10, 11, 12. This is one of thoſe ſins which 
bring a people down to the ground, and make 
them delolate: Te have eaten up the Vineyard, 
the ſpoil of the poor is in your houſes ; what mean 
ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the 
faces of the poor ! ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Her 
gates ſhall lament and mourn, and ſhe being deſolate, 
ſball ſit upon the ground, Iſa. 3. 14, 15, 26. This is 
a God-provoking, and an eſtate-waſting ſin, and 
one of the great viſible, crying ſins of this day. 
Sixthly, Another reaſon why God conſumes 
the intereſts of men, and makes a. breach on 
their Trade, ſcems to: be this; That by this 
means he might bring them down to his foot, 
and bring them back to himſelf : Proſperity in 
mens intereſts feeds their pride, and makes them 
to0 high for God?s uſe aol pleaſure; riches do 


puff 
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puff men up:.. Thine heart tis lifted up becauſe of 
thy riches, behold therefore I will bring ſtrangers 
upon thee, the terrible of the Nations, and they 
ſhall draw their | ſword againſt the beauty of thy 
wiſdom, and they fhall defile thy brightneſs ;, they 
ſhall bring thee down to the pit, they ſhall deſtroy 
thy riches wherein thou glearieſt, ard counteſt thy 
beauty, Ezek.28.5,7,8. Men are apt to glory in 
their riches, and to give that reſpect to thein 
which is due to God, and this he will not bear, 
but comes out in indignation againſt mens [dols, 
Fer. 9. 23- Abundance of earthly intereſts doth 
alſo unfit men for God's uſe and delight, rich in 
g00ds, and poor in grace; proſperity in the 
world cools mens hearts towardsGod, and lames 
their feet in his way: 'Tis the poor of: the 
flock that waits on God, Zech. 11. 11. that 
preſs his Vineyard, and bear the heat and bur- 
den of the day, Fer.52. 15. Wheh men grow full, 
they are lazy; & when. great, they become fear- 
ful to adventure for God : G:ve me thy ſhield (ſaid 
Epaminondas to his ſervant, when he had got a 
great ſum of mony) for now thou art grown rich, 
I am ſure thou wilt not adventure thy ſelf into dan- 
gers. Smyrna was the pooreſt of the ſeven 
Churches in Aſia, but yet was richeſt in grace 
and ſerviceableneſs for God. 7 know thy poverty, 
but thou art rich, Rev, 2.9. This may be one rea- 
ſon why the Lord makes this Nation poor, that 
he might by this make them pure, he- melts 
away our droſs, that we may be the more re- 
fined, and takes away our Lovers,that he might 
come inthe room of them: 1 will bedge up thy 
way with thaerns ;, . ſhe feat follow after her _— 
3 ut 
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but ſball not overtake them; and ſhe ſhall ſeek. 
them, but ſhall not find them; then ſhall ſhe ſay, 
] will go and return to my firſt bushand, for then it 
was better with me than now, Hoſ. 2. 6, 7. Men 
ſeldom return to God fully, till ſtript of other 
comforts ; nor ſee God to be beſt, till their con- 
dition in the world be bad; and therefore doth 
God remove theſe mountains of earthly in- 
tereſts, that his people may the better ſee and 
go after himſelf. | 


Counſel 4. 

Fourthly, If God hath made breaches on your 
Trade, get the breach between” God and your 
ſouls compoſed : Hof. 4. 1,2. Hear the Word of 
the Lord ye children of Iſrael, for the Lord hath a 
controverſie with the inhabitants of the Land, be- 
cauſe there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of 
God in the Laila, by ſwearing, and lying, and 
killing, and ſtealing, and committing Adultery, 
they break out, and blood toucheth blood. There's 
a controverſy between God and a finning people 


(and ſuch are we :) Sinners contend with God, & 


God by afflictions contends with them, and till 
' this controverſie be taken up, there's no peace. 
And if ye will not for all this be reformed by me, by 
theſe things, but will wakk, contrary to me, then will 
F alſo walk contrary to you, ple” Me puniſh you yet 
ſeven times for your ſins, Levit. 26. 23, 24+ Hear 
the word of the Lord: Lay this to heart, they 
that ſtrive with him ſhall periſh; there is no 
contending with God ; bow we muſt, or break ; 
return, or be ruined : waſh ye, make ye clean, put 
away the evil of your doings, Iſa, 1. 16. Get waſht 


away 
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away, your blood, by ſound Repentance ; get 
into Chriſt's blood by ine Faithz ſer upon;a 
thorough reformation ,perſonal,family,publick, 
each one in his place, help4o carsy. out the: W- 
{of thy. heart, ; hand, houſe and land; to 
the Brook Kidron, 2 Chron. 29.16. Get trading- 
ſins removed, if you would, have trading-mercies 
egjoy'd: Take every man his Cenler, , and 
ſtand in the gap z,- Pour out ——_ kor-re- 
turning-mercy, that the Lord, would ceafe. from 
his fierce. wrath, 3nd turn, again, [and heal. our 
Land; and bleſs our ſubſtance, i rat the work 
fc our ms cnn Farellin. oupLand: a; 


'Connſal. 4 

| Fifthly, Get advantage Fg decaies-in- your 
Earthly Trade, to-further your Heavenly Trade; 
gather materials from. your caxthly ruines, . for 
your. heavenly building. - Chriſtians, there's a 
great. deal of good you may get from theſe-evil 
things in the world, to quicken your purſyit-af- 
tex the thingea Heavep. 

Firſt, By your: earthly loſſes. yau may he; coni- 
vinced of-'' the vanity and: encertainty of.. all 
things below God: Men axe apt to take up, .too 


much pleaſure ;jn their booths, -till God ſends 


adeyouring wormand conſumes them 3 and to 


Hit, down-pades-their ſhadows with- greas. de- 


light; and therefore doth God make them- like 


ſhadows to. fiy; away, what-. expectations do 
Men raiſe from: their {welling-comforts, think- 
.1gg their- mountains are ſo ſtrong, they 


ſhall not be. moyed, till the Lord by ſome le- 


| uy Providence ſoon corrects their fond opi- 
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nion! and what dependencies do we uſually 
take up on thoſe uncertainties, leaning ſo hard 
ofr our reeds, till they'break under” us, and ſend 


ſÞlinters into the arm which ſtaies upon them ? 


© the contentment, pleaſure, profit, 'men fapcy 
to be in creatures, friends, relations, honours, 
eſtates, before by ſome killing ſtroak they ſee 
themſelves to be deceived ! - What mercy is it 
' "then to meet with diſappointments in theſe 
roundlefs hopes, that we may come to ſee be- 
oreit be too late; what poor, empty, periſhin 
things all the wares of this lower - world-are: 
This way David came to have his-errour ſea- 


ſonably corrected. And Solomon, by a ſerious ' 


review of paſt enjoyments, comes to ſee that 
all was vanity and vexation of ſpirit, Eceleſ. 2.1. 
Surely every man walketh in a vain ſhew ;, they are 
diſqmieted in vai”, bt heayeth up riches, and 
knoweth not who ſhall gather them, Pſal- 39. 6. 
Secondly, Divine rebukes on mens earthly 
intereſts, help them toi'a diſcovery of thoſe 
{ins that procure them, Det. 3 1. 17. Afﬀictions 
are Chriſt's clay and ſpittle to open his peoples 
eyes; and to bring them to ſee thoſe evils that 
have brought thole deaths upon their comforts, 
afid breed thoſe worms that have deſtroyed 
theirſubſtance. Times of correction, are times 
of inftruction;, Fob 36.8,9. When Facob's Sons 
were cut ſhort of their proviſions, reduced- to 
great diſtreſs, and plunged in ſore dangers, then 
they thought -upon'their ſin, and wrong done to 
\ their brother Foſeph, Gen.q2. 21- Then they ſaid 
ons to another, verily we are guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of his' Jed 
x wren 
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when he beſought us, and would not hear, therefore 
is this ifreſs come upon us: Whenhce one hath 
this note, Afittion is 4 dark condition, yet it \ 
brings much light into the ſoul: Men come to | 
read their miſcarriages beſt by the fire-light of 
affliction ; then Manaſſeb knew that the Lord was 
God, 2 Chron. 33. 13. Now the ſoul comes to 
ſce his abuſe of theſe mercies he hath loſt, his 
inordinate love to them, and wandrings from 
God, and this helps toafter-wiſdom, and grea- 
ter freedom from theſe entanglements for the 
time to come, which is no ſmall advantage to 
future godlineſs. 

Thirdly, By this loſs of earthly things, the 
ſoul comes to ſee a neceſſity of looking after, 
and enſureing better treaſures: Heb.13.14.Here , 
have we no continuing City, but we ſeek one that is * 
rocome. Uncertainties on Earth ſhould put ſouls ' 
the more to look after Heaven. The Prodigal 
never thought of returning till all was gone, 
Luke 15. 14. to verſe 18. The Steward never .- 
conſidered how' to ſecure his, future ſtate, till 
goods were waſted, and Stewardſhip in danger . 
of removal, Lykg 16. 1, 2, 3,4. Think of ſwim. \ 
ing aſbore ( ſaid Mr. Rutherford ) after a ſhip- i 
wrack. *Tis a mercy in this ſtormy Sea to get a , 
ſecond wind, for none of the Saints get a firſt. This , 
is advantage indeed, when having nothing, you 
Neek to enjoy all things; and when the world 
flies from you, to purſue Heaven the faſter. 
Could a Heathen ſay, I never gain'd more than 
when I loſt all, becauſe his ſhipwrack became 


- the occaſion of obtaining knowledge and will 


not you Chriſtians by your earthly lofſes be * 


Pro- , 
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provoked to make after heavenly interelts ? 


Fourthly, Loſſes in the world have an advan- ' 


tage through grace to looſen the heart from 

the world. Afictions on mens eſtates are like 

wormwood on the breaſt, that tends to wean 

the hearts of God's children from them : Loye 

of the world hath been the {in of this Age ; and 

the ſhipwrack of worldly things is the likelieſt 

way to cure it; this difeafe is beſt conquered by 

faſting- Abſence af Lovers.is : ſometimes the 
way to. ſtarve affections; and.poverty with di- 
fireſs' is God's uſual method to chaſtiſe mens. 
wanton affeCtions to this world. Afflictions 
when fn ed, are_Sanctuary-fire to purge 
away the droſsof our allections, Mat. 3. 3. 

Sly. Sourenlargement is another fruit of fan- 
Ctified ſtraits,and ſo a help to the heavenly rrade. 
Chriſtians are neyer fit to make any ſpeed in the 
way to Heayen,_ until their hearts be enlarged 
Pſal. 119. 32., Enlargements jn the world are 
ofr-times bonds to ahe ſoul: ble hat hath molt 
of the Earth, hath uſually leaſt liberty for Hea- 
ven. When the Loxdcuts ſhort. the intereſt of 
his people, he doth but knock off golden fetters 
from their feet, that he may, bring their ſoul 
out of priſon. Aftfiicting Providences are God's 

"dieting his racers, . that they may be more long- 
breath'd, and ſwift in their run towards glory- 
 O how impriſon'd are redeemed ſouls in the 
' many things of this. wortd! they cannot have 


| time to pray, read, hear, confer for the, en- 


tangling-affairs of: this life, til God by ſome 


_ deaths upon their employments ſets them at li- 


berty. Remoyes, of worldly. treaſures are hat 
| hoe! | - 
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| the raking off of a heavy cloak-bag from the | 


ſhoulders of Son's Travellers, that they may 
the more comfortably travel to their journeys 
end. Good ſouls, whiles crouded with earthly 
buſineſſes, are like perſons in the midſt of a 
thicket, and thorny grove, when they would 
be going forward, one briar hangs in their skirts, 
and another thorn ſtops their way; ſo that 
when God takes oft their intereſts, he doth bur 
cut outa way for his children to paſs the more 
comfortably aud ſwiftly through the brakes of 
this world, and lighten the veſlel that it might 
fail faſter and ſafer to its deſigned port; and is 
not this advantage ? \ | 

Sixthly, Sweeter reliſhes of heavenly things 
are to Believers the bleſled iſlues of the world's * 
bitterneſs : Harſh Providences on earthly com- * 
forts make heavenly things the more pleaſant. * 
Men ſometimes engraff ſweet fruit on crab-tree- 
ſtocks, and God gives honey to his children at 
the rop of the rod, Pſal. 94+ 19». [The thorn is 
one of the moſt curſed, and angry, and crabbed 
weeds, and yet out of it ſprings the Roſe, Ruther- 
ford.] The fweet-meats of this world do too 
often put Chriſtians pallats out of taſte; to cure 
which,doth the Lord diſh out his daintieſt meat 
with ſowre ſauce: Heayenly things never reliſh 
better, than when there is leſs ſweetneſs in the 
creature. What a value did David put vpon 
ſpiritual things when ſtript of all! Pſal. 63. 1. 
Goſpel comforts will not down with ſuch as are 
choak'd with the world's delicacies; but when 
once the Saints are emptied of the world by 
croſs providences,then is Chriſt precius:&is _ 
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| this a help to Heavenly Traders? O then! the 
more croſles you meet with in the world, the 
more haſte do you make to your Crown. Doth 
- the world fly from you? purſue Heaven the 
faſter. Doth gain fall ? then advance godlineſs - 
And if your gettings from Earth be ſmall, let 
your layings out for Heaven be great. And thus 
much for the third Branch of Exhortation. 


4th. Advice to ſuch as are fallen back, in Religion. 


Fourthly, A word to ſuch as have begun this 
Heavenly Trade, and are fallen back: This is 
the caſe of ſome, and may be of more in this 
hour of Temptation and Apoſtaſie: : There are 
{ome have begun in the Spirit, and are nowend- 
ing in the fleſh; who have made a fair ſhew, 
ſeem'd to be ſomewhat, and like _—_ CO- 
mets, drew the eyes of admirers on them for a 
time, and then fell down to the Earth. Some 
that haveleft the very form; others that have 
loſt the power and life of godlineſs: Many have 
laid down their Lamp; but more have ſpent 
their Oil, and are almoſt come to a ſnuff: Some 
have ſhut up ſhop, are quite gone, and have ta- 
ken their leaye of Religion, reſolving to return 
'no more, unleſs ſafety, credit and intereſt return 
with them: Others yet ſtay, keep open ſhop, 
but have little goods; decay daily, and are up- 
on the breaking hand; a waſte is on their in- 
tereſts, they have loſt their firſt love,decay'd in 
fpirituals ; faith, hope, love, zeal, delight in God, 
_ and livelineſs for him are quite loſt; as hath 
been demonſtrated in the uſe of —_— 

e 
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The deſign of this head is only to offer ſome 
advice towards the recovery of decayed broken 
Traders : In which, as hitherto, tor better illu- 
ſtration, I ſhall keep to the metaphor in the Text. 


Advice 1. 

My firſt Advice to ſuch in order to their re- 
covery, is to be deeply aftected with their evil 
caſe. 

Firſt, Conſider, ?tis no ſmall change for a per. 
ſon that hath lived well, been in reputation with 
God and men, fared deliciouſly, been uſed to the 
dainties of God's houſe, and delicacies of his 
love; have taſted the+ heavenly gift, and the 
powers of the world to come ; now to be 
brought to penury, and ſcarce meet with a ſweet 
morſel from day to day ; to be put off with 
husks and dry bones, and the crumbs that fall 
from their Lord's Table ; to ſtand at his door, 
or to wait without for ſome ſcraps, when the 
friends of Chriſt, and Wiſdom's thriviog Mer- 
chants have their marrow and fat things; this 
isa great change. 

For ſuch as were wont to have a place 
amongſt them that ſtand by, to converſe with 
the Father of Spirits, to be let into the Pre- 
ſence-chamber, and have the viſits of the Com- 
forter, and ſpiritual fellowſhip of Saints: Now 
to be laid aſide, and ſcarcely look*d upon with 
a divine glance from day to day, no enter- 
courſe with God, or fellowſhip with the Spirit, 
from one Lords dayto another, but to be only 
company for formaliſts and hypocrites, and ſuch 
as are without ;, this is a great change. O get 


thy 
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thy heart deeply affected with it / 

Secondly, Think alſo how unlovely, offenſive 
and diſpleaſing an object in the eyes of God, a 
withered, decayed Profeſſour is; his ſoul takes 
no pleaſure in him, Heb. 10.38. He doth not care 
for the company of ſuch, they are a burden to 
him, he loves no more to ſce them, than men 
do dead corps in their houſes, and rotten trees 
in their garden 3 he bethinks the place they ſtand 
in as cumbring the ground, Luke 1 3.7. he counts 
them unworthy of the Kingdom of God, having 
put their hand to the Plough, and then look 
back, Luke 6. 62. Nothing more troubles his 
ſoul, than a lukewarm temper, that was once 
burning in love,but now is neither hot nor cold; 
ſuch ride on the ſtomach of Chriſt, and make 


him down-right ſick, till he hath vomited them 


out into the dunghill from whence they came ; 


and is not this matter of trouble to a ſenſible. 


heart ? Rev. z. 16. 

Thirdly, Such have little defirablencſs in the 
eyes of men alſo. Who cares to deal with bro- 
ken Merchants 3 or keep company with ſpend. 
thrifts, that have waſted their eſtates, and are 
come-to nothing? no more do gracious ſouls 
care for converſe with backſliders. Decayed 
Profeſſors arc like broken veſſels in whom there 
is no pleaſure; and asa withered hand, or bro- 
ken bone in the body, which hath loſt both its 
uſefulneſs and beauty. A broken Trader in Re- 
lgion is valued by none ; the men of the world 
cannot endure him, becauſe he hath been feem- 
ingly godly; and Saints cannot love him, be- 
cauſe he 15 not really gracious: Such, like 4h- 

ſolom 
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ſolom (when hung by the hair) lye between 


' Heaven and: Earth, as utworthy of either; and 


asa perſon held in a; ſtrait pallage, cannot 'ga 
forward nor backward; he caanot go fat enough 
to keep pace with the prophane, nor go back 
to fill up his place with the. pious; the Saints 
reject him, the wicked will not ceceive him : In 
ſach a pitiful caſe is a withered decayed ſoul, 
he hath no comelineſs in himfor which he ſhoald 
be deſired. ky 
Fourthly, They are the greateſt loſers of an 
who break in Religion; for they not only loſe 
their own goods but others alfo; their talents, 
races, Priviledges and experiences, are their 
ord's goods, which they have waſted in riat- 
ous living ; they Ibſe whatthey once had, what 
they ſeemed to have , or were tair for 3. and they 
loſe what they hope to have, Lake 16. 1. Mar. 
25. 29. 2 Epiſt. Joh. v. 8. Gal. 3.4. All their 
enjoyments,taſtes,comforts,frames,experiences, 
are loſt : All their profellion, faith, love, con- 
ſcience, are ſhipwrackt: All their duties, la- 
bours, ſufferings, cometo nothing, if they ate 
not recovered again to repentance., Here men 
eſtimate their loſles to be great, from the yua- 
lity, variety or abundance of the things they 
loſe ; all which are yet but temporal; but the 
Treaſures that Profeſſors are in chaſe of, and 
which they ſhall ſarely have, if they be ſincere 
and faithful to the'death, are eternal; of all 
which, by their backſlidings (if uncur'd ). they 
aredepriv'd: O whocan count the ſum, and 
value the worth of. thoſe glorious things they 
fall ſhort of,..:who fall back; -and go war: 
, [ie 
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Chriſtianity, till they come to nothing ! 

Fifthly, Their caſe is dangerous alſo,and their 
wound hardly healed ; not one of many that fall 
back in Religion, if they go far, recover again. 
Foh. 6. 66. From that time many of his Diſciples 
went back, and walked no more with him. When 
Tudas, Simon Magus, Hymeneus, Alexander, De- 
as, went off from Chriſt, they returned no 
more.; Fohntellsus of ſome that -went out from 
them, and thereby declared that they were not 
of them. 1 Foh. 2. 19. They went out from us, but 
they. were not of us;, for if they had been of us, 
they would no doubt have continued with us. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks not of ſuch as fall out of infirmi- 

» falling in the way, which gracious ſouls may 
do, both falling into ſome ſin for a time, as Pe» 
zer, and fall back by ſome abatements of grace, 
as. the Church of Epheſus, yet be recovered , 
ſuch he intends not here; but thoſe that fall 
out of the way, both totally and finally, theſe 
recover no more. 


% - LS 
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Queſt. If perſons that fall back in Religion after a 
high profeſſion, may never be recovered again 
how may one know if he find decaies, and falling 
back. in Religion, whether he be one of thoſe that 
ſhall never be healed or recovered more ? This 
is my caſe, I find great declenſions in my ſoul 
and converſation, and I fear I ſhall never be. re- 
ſtored, but wax worſe and worſe, and periſh at 
laſt. | | 
\ Sol 1. Firſt, Are not thy declenfions = 


choice, upon judgment and conſent, -but agai x 
3 the 
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the !tanding bent of thy heart ? the renewed 
purpoſes of thy ſoul through Chriſt::- Thy er- 
rour isnot thy aim, thou doſt not deliberately 
contrive thy departure from God, but haſt a 
ſecret would not againſt every backſliding ; then 
thy backſlidings ſhall be healed again, Pal. 119. 
v. 10. Rom. 7. 19, 25. BETS» 
| Secondly. Are thy backſlidings and ſpiritual 
decaies thy ſoul-trouble, and reſtleſs burden, 
becauſe of thy diſtance from God as the God of 
Grace, and Father of thy Mercies ; and becauſe 
of the injury - thereby done to thy graces and 
inner man, and from ah enmity in thy: -na- 
ture againſt ſin? Then there is hope in J1ſrael 
concerning this, that thy backſlidings ſhall be 
healed, Rom: 7. 24. Pſal. 5-1, 7. Luke 15; 21. 
Gal. 5. 17. gr ant? . $41 03 
- Thirdly, Are thy backſlidings after thy EE 
fectual Calling, and thy ſincere choice of God to 
be thy peculiar and alohe portion ? Thou canſt 
appealts the ſearcher of hearts, that.thou haſt 
taken the-Lord to be thy God and only Trea- 
ſure here, and to all eternity ro be thy laſt end. 
and chiefeſt good; and halt taken Chriſt to be 
the only 'way, truth and life, thy. Lord and 
righteouſneſs; and haſt made a full and aQtual 
ſurrender of thy ſelf and thy All to God inex- 
change, to be preſently, unrefervedly, and eter- 
nally his, and not thy own, to be led and go- 
verned by him only: If ſo, thy after-errours 
cannot make void this Covenant, but are under 
a promiſe of healing ; ſuch cannot ſin unto death, 
becauſe the ſeed of God: remaineth an them, 1 Foh. 
3-9. They are undertaken to be kept,'that th 2y; 

| Z ſhould 
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ſhould not totally and finally depart from him, 
Fer. 31, 18, Iſa. 57.18. Fer. 3- 14,22. Ho. 14-4+ 
Ter. 3 2. 40. | 
_ Fourthly, Art thou reſtleſs in'thy back- 
ſlidings, until the Lord doth heal thee ? thou 
canſt give him no reſt till he eſtabliſh thy ſoul, 
and be as the Dew to thy dry and barren heart : 
When God ſets a Soula crying, it's a ſign he will 
hear : Fer. 30. 15, 17. Iſa.19. 22. A man (faith 
Mr. Dod) can never be in a bad condition, except 
be bath a hard heart, and cannot pray ? Will he 
felight himſelf in the Almighty? Will he alwaies 
call xpon Ged ? Fob 27.. 10, Backſliders in heart 
are heartleſs in prayer; as they decay, ſo do 
they reſtrain prayer, Fob 15. 4. Ye have ſaid, it 
is-invain to ſerve God, al. 3. 14. As fin be- 
comes more delightful, fo duty becomes more 
burdenſom, cold and formal; buta gracious ſoul 
that ſhall be healed is importunate with God, 
and will not let him alone, Exod. 3 2. 10, 11. or 
let him go until he bleſs him, Ger. 32.6. The 
worſe his condition is,the more fervent his cries 
are; the more his Piety goes down, the more 
his Prayers go up, Pſal. 6. 2. Such a Soul ſhall 
be healed, who would be. healed; where he 
works to will, he will work to do. 

Fifthly, Are thy Vitals ſound under all thy 
decaies ? then thy conſumption is not mortal : 
Is thy heart ſincere ? thou canſt not hide or re- 
ferye iniquity, but walkeſt before God in truth ; 
thy deſires after graceare not feigned, Pſal. 17. 
v.1T, Thy love to God is not pretended, lip. 
love, but real; thy taith and love are not whol- 
ly gone, but maintained in the truth thereof, 

_ though 
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though abated ; thou canſt not let God go, but 
haſt a ſecretreſt oa him, and reſolved recum- 
bence on his grace and faithfulneſs. There is 
hope of that Tree, though it ſeems to be cut 
down, taat it will ſprout again, and the tender 
branches therof will not ceaſe, Fob 14. 7. 
Sixthly, If under all thy decaies taou findeſt 
a humble heart and contrite ſpicit ; thy back- 
{lidings make thee lie low before God, and to 
become more vile in thine own eyes every day, 
thy ſoul-poverty makes thee poor in ſpirit allo, 
rating thy ſelf beneath the leaſt mercy, and 
judging thy ſelf unworthy of all that patience, 
priviledge and mercy ſhewn to thee; thou doſt 
not fret at afflicting providences,nor charge God 
fooliſhly, but beareſt his indignation, juſtifieſt 
his diſpleaſure, and wondereſt at his forbearance; 
then will revivings come again, and recovery 
after thy falling back, Dan. 9. 7, 23, 25- Mat- 
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—Put onnin? otner ſide, There AYC five dangerous 

ſymptoms of falling back, that ſhall haydly be re- 
ored. | 


Firſt, If thy falling back be before thy falling 
in with Chriſt in truth ; thy decaies before thy 
quickenings, then *tis dangerous: If rhy build- 
ng were on the Sand, and the towring, heights 
of thy frames and profeſſion from which thow 
art fan, were only ſtruCtures: of tiy own 
raiſing, in which the ſanCtifying Spirit ha&-no. 
hand, theri thy decaies are not likely ro Bt re- 
paired. Art thou a ſtranger to the new bir: , 
and to any inward change upon thy {onj'* the 
principle of thy new profeſſion and act.ons is 
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is ſtill an old heart : Thou never didſt take the 
Lord for thy God and only Treaſure, nor 
hadlt to this day any heart-union with the Lord 
Jeſus; thea thy fall is dangerous, Mar. 7. 26,27. 
1 Fohn 5. 14. 2 Tim: 3+ 5- 

Secondly, A falling off from the foundation is 
dangerous : When men depart from the Faith, 
turn to another Goſpe), and deny the Lord that 
bought them, fall from the Doctrine of Grace 
after enlightenings, to a Cevenant of Works, 
laying the foundation of Salvation-hopes upon 
creature-performances and improvements, when 
they go from the Rule of Faith and Word of 
Truth, to natural light, and ſeducing ſpirits, 
which have not their evidence and approbation 
from the Scriptures. When perſons at once 
diſclaim dependency on the true foundation and 
diſpoſal by the Rule of Righteouſneſs *tis much 
to be feared whether ſuch ſhall be reſtored, Gal. 
I. 6. ch. 5. 4. Heb. 10. 26, 39. 2 Pet. 2. 15. 
Heb. 6.4. 6. 

Thirdly, When men make Merchandiſe of the 
Truth, and ſell their Profeſſion for worldly in- 
tereſt, having loved the reward of iniquity, and 
made a ſwap of their Religion for advantage-' 
ſake: This is a mighty provocation to the- 
Spirit, when men can ſell themſelves to work: 
wickedneſs, and value the great things of God's 
Law, of his Truth and Salvation at ſo low a. 

ra part with them for a meſs of pottage, 
and tfedirty Cabals of this world: *Tis ſeldom 
that ſuch find repentance, though they ſeek it 
with tears: See Jndas, Simon Magus, Balaam, 
Demas, Spira, What remarks of furious indig- 
nation 
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nation God makes ſuch Apoſtates to be, who 
can Ow their Religion for worldly in- 
tereſts! 2 Tim. 4. 10. 1 King. 21.20. 2 Pet. 2. 
3, I5- As 1. 18. : 

Fourthly, Backſliders in- heart ſhall furely 
periſh, and be filled with their own ways, Prov. 
14. 14. when falling back is upon choice, and 
with delight, like a deceitful Bow that is then 
at reſt when its ſtring is broken, Pſal. 78. 57. 
Whena man caſts off Religion as one doth his 
burden and a beaſt his yoke, Fer. 5. 5- and is 
glad he is rid of his troubleſome work, as one 


that is Sox gut of-priſon, Remy): 32. This ar- 
gues a ſpirit of Bel:al, and a dangerous ſtate: 
Many have taken up a Lamp upon conſtraint, 
or faſhion, or intereſt, or for companies-ſake, 
as the fooliſh Virgins did, Prov. 14- 14.Pſal.78. 57. 
Fer. 5. 5- Mat. 25. 1. But when opportunity hath 
offered it ſelf fora fir riddance, they have ſoon 
appear*'d what they were by their chearful re- 
turns to_Egypr, and the broad way of errour and 
looſeneſs, falling in with other intereſts, and 
finding pleaſurein it: Now the world, reputa- 
tion, and pleaſure take away the heart, and they 
are well-pleaſed with other Lovers: this'is a 
bad ſign of a deſperate ſtate of marih-ground 
that ſhall never be healed, Ezck. 47. 11. 

Laſtly, When perſons are prejudic'd againſt 
the means of recovery, hate them that rebuke 
.them in the Gate, Amos 5: 10. ſhun the light, 
*and cannot endure thoſe that would reclaim 
them from the error of their way, Foh. 3, 19- 
their hearts riſe againſt any attempts to reduce 
them, Amos 7. 10. cannot bear them that are 
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od. flight and hate the people of God, they 
formerly loved, avoiding their company ; jeer || * 
and reproach thoſe miniſters, people and ways 
they once took pleaſure in: this ſhews a dan- 
gerous ſtate, ſuch a perſons condition ſeems 
deſperate, and not far from the Chambers. of |} 
death. O you that are fallen back in Religion! } 
get your hearts affected with it: do you begin || 
to decay? you know not where it will erd: || 
are you gone back? *tis queſtionable whether || + 
ever you may return, and then what will your 
latter cnd be? your laſt ſtate will be worſe than 
* your firſt ; Ss if twice dead, you will be 
{ pluck'd.up by the roots; if after ſhowers and 
'  dreflings you decay, yourend will be to be 
burned. 


Advice 2. 

Secondly, If you would recover out of your 
waſting decaies in this heavenly Trade, ſearch 
out the cauſes, and get them removed. There 
muſt needs be ſomething more than ordinary, 
when men who have a good Trade, which may 
be driven in the worſt of times, and will enſure 
advantage, if followed, do notwithſtanding fall 
back and decay: Such is Religion, it will main- 
tain and enrich its followers, if they be not 
wanting to themſelves; there muſt needs be 
ſome great cauſes and miſcarriages then that 
doth caſt back the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
and bring a conſumption on their ſoul-proſpe- 
rity : ſome of which may be theſe: 

Firſt, When they enter upon this, heavenly 
Trade, and have not aſtock to ſet it up: Re- 
lIigion 1s a great thing, and cannot be Tarried on 

| | without 
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without a itock of faving-grace to maintain it.: 
Common grace is not a- ſntable ſtock for' this 
ſpiritual Trade ; it may help men to tranſa&t 
the external part, and comman 'works of Re- 
ligion ; but cannot do the inward, ſecret, 'and 
choiceſt ſervices of godlineſs: A ſtranter 'in- 
termedalles not w:th its joy, Prov. 14. 10. no, nor 
its work, They that are in the fleſh 'tannot pleaſe 
God, Rom. 8.8. The Kingdom of God 'is not meat 
and drink,, Rom: 14. 17. 1tlies not in outward 
duties, but Righteouſneſs, Peace and Foy in the 
Holy Gheſt , which no Hypocrite can reach to- 
This ſpoils many, they take np a form of god: 
lineſs without the power of it, and being ftran; 
gers tothe work within, they cannot carry. on 
the works 'of grace without, whichthis' Har 
calls for ; and ſo fall back, and cometonothins 
When perſons get ſome knowledg; parts, Ss, 
and temporary graces, they prefently take. up 
a Lamp of profeſſion, and get intothe company 
of the wiſe, climb up to the enjoyment of -pri- 
viledges, and then fit down contented, and' fall 
aſleep; and when they come to temptations, 
and ſpiritual duties, to the work of faith; fove, 
atience, ſelf-denial, mortification,and thi like : 
aving not grace to ſapport them, and A Þrin- 
Ciple that fquts ſuch work, they fall ſhort of du- 
ty, and into fin, and fo trade, and fall away : 
Cotnmon grace is as a ſtanding-poo!; -whi Lha- 
[ mz nora ipring to feed it, dries'vp when” fup- 


plies ceale, and ſcorchings come ;. whereas true 
gric ell of Water t iprivgs up to 
life eternal. | | | 
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Secondly, Another thing that caſts back Tra- 
ders, is this ; when they ſet upon an employ- 
ment, and have not ill .to manage it : Every 
Art hath its principles, rules and myſteries by 
which it is carried on: to deviate from theſe, 
is to*mar the excellency, and miſs the advan- 
tage of it: Irregular ations ſeldom thrive ; 
ſo 'tis with the Heavenly Trade, when perſons 
ſet upon it, and haye not skill to order it to beſt 
advantage, no wondet if they proſper not, but 
fall back in godlineſs. Solomon direCting to this 
Heavenly Trade, adviſes to get wiſdom as the 
principal thing in order to it, Prov. 4- 7. And 
when .the Apoſtle would further the Saints in 
poly walking, as the neceſſary way to it, he begs 
wiſdom for. them, Col. 1. 9, 10. That ye may. be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all wiſdem 
and ſpiritual underſtanding : that ye may walk, 
worthy of the Lord to all, welLpleaſing, being fruit- 
al in every good work, "Two ; 608 made. David 
thrive ſo much in his proper publick work; In 
tegrity of heart and Underſtanding, P/al.78.72; 
He fed them according to the integrity . of his 
heart, and guided them by the skilfulneſs of 
his hands : Some Books read it in the plural 
number in the Greek, In Skilfulneſſes, mais 
ovweow, noting the great meafure of wiſdom 
which men need who would proſper in their 
proper work, and order their adminiſtrations 
prudently, as might moſt further their ſpiritual 
welfare :. The want of which wiſdom and 'pru- 
ence in Chriſtians, to order every thing they 
0 In their generaland particular Callings, con- 
verſes, conditions and occurrences in the World 
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to the beſt advantage of their ſouls, is one rea- 
ſon they thrive ſo little in their heavenly Trade: 
Wiſdom would teach men to prevent ; 
ſnares and occaſions of evil,*and inſtrutt them 
how to get good from every thing they do, 
which would much advance their ſoul-profiting, 


for want of which they go back in {pirituals, 


and decay apace. 

Thirdly, This alſo caſts back Traders; when 
they are notdiligent in the management of their 
Trade: A ſlothful Soul ſuffers hunger, Prov. 19. 
15. and by much floth the building decates;, and 
through idleneſs of hand the houſe droppeth tho- 
rough, | Eccleſ. 8. 10. They that will thrive in 
the World muſt be diligent, take all opportu- 
nities to carry on their work : The aligent hand 
maketh rich, but by ſlothfulneſs men yas, oa fo 
a morſel of bread. ' So "tis in Religion, when men 
let down their work, and do not follow it to 
purpoſe, they ſoon decay, and become ſpirituaL 
ly poor; this is the bane of many this day: 
Religion is not their buſineſs; men do but little 
on the Lord's day, and ſcarce a ſtroke of work 
is done all the Week after ; hear they will, and 
when that is done, their work is done too: ne- 
ver think of what they hear, or put it to pra- 
Ctice from one Lord's day to another: All tht 
Week their heads, hearts, hands, feet, time, 
ſtrength, diſconrſes; contrivances are wholly ta- 
ken up about the World; and how can they 
chooſe but go down the hill, and waſte away 
in their ſoul-intereſts ? 

Religion is one continued work, which al- 
lows of no intermiſſion, but hath its work _ 
Fs , \'O 
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day, and inevery thing; break bur one link of 
this Golden Chain of Godlineſs, and ic weakens 
the whole. O the flothfulneſs of Chrittians at 
this day in their ſoul-buſineſles! every day is 
fild up with negle&ts; negleCt of prayer, neg- 
lect of reading, meditation, conference, heart- 
watChing, grace-cheriſhing-work, forget tiis 
duty; paſs by another, cold, fleighty, formal 
in all; this ſpoils the proſperity of ſouls. The 
Galatians began well, but did not hold out, they 
were ſoon weary, Gal. 5. 7- Moit mens journey 
to Heaven is full of ſtops, and that which makes 
it moſt miſerable, their lets arc of themſelves : 
Who hath hindred you ? Mens ſtays are within in 
their own hearts, they have no heart to do 
good, Hof. 7.11. Love to Religion is almoſt 
gone, and this makes men weary in theſe plea- 
ſant ways: while affeCtions hold, ſouls are ne- 
ver "weary; but when the heart is gone, then 
every thing isa burden; ſuch will do no more 
than needs they mult ro quiet Conſcience, and 
preſerve peace aud credit; and this ſtarves god- 
lineſs. 

Fourthly, Great and frequent loſſes in mens 
Trades tendto breaking; and ſo it is in Re- 
ligion : Chriſtians through their ſloth, - formali- 
& and unwatchfulneſs ſuſtain many and great 
loſles of ſpiritual mercies, and this brings them 
low. AChriſtian the other day, it may be, had 
his graces flouriſhing, his heart warm, his affe- 
tions quick and lively, his Conſcience pure and 
tender, his will flexible, and fix'd on God and 
things ſpiritual, 2 Ep. Foh. 8. and a good frame 
throughout his whole ſoul: but now —_—_ 
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his careleſneſs all is loſt again; Gal. 3-4: One 
time he loſes the favour and comfortable pre- 
ſence of God, Pſal. 51. 12. another time 'he 
loſes a ſweet ſerenity of ſpirit, and, peace- with 
God ; then light and convictions are gone ; 
another time enjoyments and experiences are 
gone ; now his deſires after God areloſt, then 
his Strength is deyoured z; now Temptations 


prey uponthe Soul, and then Corruptions make 


a walte upon it: come to Ordinances, Sermons, 
Sacraments, and after a great deal of prayer, 


. care, and ftriving, a little grace and comfort is 


obtain'dz; but throngh want of watchfulneſs 
all loſt again: it may be before it ſtirs out of 
the place, or recovers home to his habitation ; 
the next Company, Diſcourſe, Occaſion, takes 
away all. 

Another time God brings the: ſoul into the 
fire of ſome great affliftion, ſickneſs, ſuffering, 
loſſes; and there melts it into ſome holy frames, 
humility, faith, love, obedience takes off ſome 
drofs, puts on ſome beauty, imparts ſome ſoul- 
advantage; but immediately upon a change 
of the perſon's condition, when new mercy, 
health and comfort returns, all the good is loſt 
again, Now through theſe many and great lof- 
ſes in ſpirituals, which gracious Sanls ſuſtain, 


'they are brought .very low, and come to be 
| ſoon poor and beggerly. 
Fifthly,” Great waltes, and large expences, 


help to make Traders poor apace ; when they 
turn Spendthrifts, and Prodigals, living above 
their Eſtates; when their layings out are more 


than their comings in, this muſt needs bring 


them 


| 
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them low : It undid the Steward; He waſted 
his Maſters Goods, Luke 16. 1. So *tis with 
Wiſdom's Merchants alſa, when they turn pro- 
digals of their graces, mercies, parts, ſtrength, 
time, and other Goods committed to them, 
ſpending them on their luſts and carnal content- 
ments, then they ſoon find an alteration. 

O, at what a rate do men live in point of 
time! and at what vaſt expences of their ſhort 
day upon things of no value, talking, eating, 
drinking, ſleeping, —_ ſinning away their 

recious time, as if they had no employment 
it, or no better work to do : Little do ſouls 
think what a ſmall pittance of day-light they 
have allow'd for their vaſt concerns, and multi- 
tude of great employments ; and what mad- 
neſs *tis to be ſo prodigal of this little inch of 
precious time. O the hours, and days, and 
years that profeſling Chriſtians ſpend to no 
purpoſe ! in vain thoughts, fooliſh talking, im- 
pertinent converſes, unprofitable duties and la. 
bours, which when they ſhall be all reckon'd 
up by the great Creditor, and a Bill of waſtes 
utinto the hands of Conſcience, and the total 
um of theſe expences read, what amazing 
ſenſe! what dreadful impreſs! and fretful ſting 
will this beget when perſons come to dye! As 


the Queen ſaid ,- If ber heart were ript open, 


Cales would be found written in it :* So if their 
hearts could then be as legible as their expreſ- 
fions, men might read this there in black, and 

Capital Letters, Loſt time, loſt time. 
ow great alſo are mens waſtes of graces 
and peace, wiſdom and capacities, and all _> 
e 
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the obtaining of ſome poor empty, inſignificant 
comforts, which periſh with the uſing : There 
are no locuſts (Chriſtians)like your curled luſts, 
which have deyourcd your precious things 3 
your affections, time, ſtrength and graces; what 
convictions, reſolutions, hopeful trames, con- 
ſcience-tenderneſs, talents, Capacities, Privi- 
ledges, ordinances, providences, have the ſer- 
vice of thy baſe luſts, and contentment of thy 
carnal mind conſumed ! and this hath brought 
thy ſoul to ſuch ſtraits and diſtrefling cxigen- 
CiCs. ; 

When ſouls live above their Capacities and 
Proportion ; that's caſting back, when perſons 
bave little, and yer live high; have but alittle 
light, and yet ſpend thar roo in works of dark- 
neſs ; have but a ſhort day, and yet ſo many 
hours of that oneday conſumed in vanity ; this 
is to live above thy eſtate, and will be ſoon 1m- 
Poveriſhing : When men have but a little 
grace and ſtrength, ard yet adventure upon 
great temptetions, ard run into ſoul-ruining 
dangers, ruſh into vain company, ſet upon en- 
tangling affairs, and take much buſineſs on their 
hands, and yet bave but alittle portion of Wit- 
don; and Grace to manage them; this is to live 
above thy eſtate in Chriſtianity. To be low of 
ſtature, and yet high in conceit, of little ſpiri- 
tual worth, and yet think highly, and ſpeak 
highly of thy ſelf, and to expect eſtimation trom 
others alſo, is to live above thy eſtate. 

To have nothing to maintain thee but what 
comes in by thy ſoul-labours; no longer work, 


no longer eat ; thy daily bre2d. depends _ 
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thy daily work; ſo poor, and yet in this con- 
dition to expeCt an eaſie life, to. lie down to 
ſlumber, to dwell carelcſly, and ſet thy band but 
by fits and ſtarts to thy work: This is to live 
above thy ſpiritual eſtate, and will ſoon bring 
thee to breaking in this Heavenly Trad-. 
Sixthly, Great debts are breaking, and will 
caſt men back in Wiſdom's Merchaudiſe ; when 
men owe more than they are worth, and know 
not how to pay it; run further on book ever 
day, till their credit will paſs no longer; they 
have often promiſed payment, but itill fail'd, 
and now their word will not paſs, they can get 
no more Goods, Creditours will not trult them, 
but begin to ſuſpe them, and threaten to take 
them up, then men ſhut up ſhop and break : Thus 
alſo is pernicious to Heayenly Traders, when 


they become unfaithful to God and men, run on - 


ſcore for mercy, but never pay or rend-r to 
God again; are decpindcht to God for divine 
zoodneſs ; receive one mercy after another, 
one Talent after another, and make no returns 


of any ; God ſees not principal or intcreit, but . 


they remain fruitleſs and unthankful under all 
make promiſes of better improvements, but 
ſtill break them - Come to Sacraments, and re- 
new their Covenant with God, and go away 
and break it again; make promiſes to God un- 
derafflition, that if he will deliver them this 
once, they will never grieve and provoke him 
more as they have done; make large engage» 
ments, if God will hear this prayer, and give 
that mercy; but when their turn is ſcrv'd, for- 
get God, and break all their vows again ; be 

| ready 
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ready to-pals their word. on every occaſion, and 
then look after it no more; this begets a jea- 
louſic in the Lord of Hoſts, that he will truſt 
them nomore, Dew. 32. 21. but hold his hand, 
ad part with no more Goods, but threatens to 
take them up, and to.calt their ſouls into priſon; 
begias to lve them in the Court of Conſcience, 
aud to out-law them at the Bar of Juſtice, to 
ſeize on what they have; then away goes peace, 
joy, hope, and then comes breaking- Theſe are 
ſome of thoſe reaſons why Chriſtians go back in 
Religion, and decay in their Heayenly Trade. 
O Chriſtia®! bring the Plummet to the Line, 
and thy heart and life to the Ballance, and try 
from which of theſe comes thy ſoul-decaies, 
and then get it to bear upon thy heart, till thou 
art fully convinc'd of thy evil, and willing on 
any terms to obtain remedy. 


Advice 3. 

Thirdly, Compound with your Creditour 3 
zet. your peace made with God through Chriſt ; 
make haſte to prevent a- ſeizure 'on- your perſon 
and goods by a timely compoſition. Agree with 
your Adverſary while you are in the way with him 
a= any time he deliver thee to the Fudge, and 
the Fudge deliver thee to the Officer, and thou be 
caſt into Priſon, Mat. 5. 25. "Tis a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of an ever-living God, who 1s 
a conſuming fire, Heb. 10.31. ch. 12. 29.O tremble 
in the ſenſe of his righreous Judgment, and 
force not the Lord by-thy. delaites ro commence = 
a ſuit againſt thee, and to make an entry upon 
all that thou halt bw: go humble: thy ſelf, and. 


make 
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make ſure thy friend, Prov. 6. 3. Fall down before 
thy Creditour, and ſue for terms of reconcilia- 
tion ; caſting thy ſelf at the feet of mercy, con- 
feſſing thy ſin: Pay the debt thou canft not 3 
go beg remiſſion, and offer a Surety to diſcharge 
the ſcore, even ſuch an one as the Father him- 
ſelf is well-pleaſed with: Thy Credirour muſt 
be ſatisfied or thou art undone; but this you 
cannever do: Away to a Mediatour to obtain 
terms, and to procure your peace; make Chrilt 
your friend, who is able to fatisfie all the Fa- 
ther*s demand, to croſs the Book, and ſend your 
diſcharge by the ſpirit of Grace, Wifio can wit- 
neſs the- pardon of all your Sins to your Con- 
ſciences: Come to him in the ſenſe of your 
folly, bearing your ſhame. Forſake your waſt- 
ing waies, and with the Prodigal retorn from 
your Harlots to your Father's houſe, rating your 

| ſelves beneath the leaſt of his Mercies, and col- 
ſenting to the meaneſt condition, ſo he would 
but take you in again, Zuke 15. 17,18, 20, 21. 
Subſcribe all his terms, and make a new fur- 
render of your ſelf and your All to Chriſt, to be 
no more your own, but more entirely his than 
ever, Fer. 50. 5. Enter into a new Covenant with 

,God in Chriſt, taking him for your Surety, and 
fetching all your abilities to falfil it from him, 
and get thy ſoul more firmly bound to the 
Lord in it by the bond of the Spirit. 


Advice 4 _ 
Fourthly, Set up no more for your ſelves, 
but eater your ſelves Faftors'for Chriſt. It may 
be you traded formerly foc your ſelves, and'thar 


broke 
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broke you ; if you would prevent that danger 
for. the future, you muſt be no more for your 
ſelves, but. for him; trading as his -Factors, 
not your own. os | 

Now three things are required in a Factor, 
which muſt be obſerved alſo by. Wiſdom's Mer- 
chants, if ever they will drive a thriving Trade 
in Godlineſs. | =p ; 

i. To tradt upon anothers Stock. : 
2. Tobe regulated by anothers Advice. 
3. To drive on anothers Intereſt. 

Firſt, If you will be Chriſt's Faftors, you 
muſt trade upon his ſtock; you muſt not only 
take all your goods from him, but as his; nor 
only fetch in your graces, abilities, $kill, ſuc- 
ceſs from him, but uſe and improve themas 
his, not as your own, Foh: 1. 16. Of his fullneſs 
have all we received grace for grace. "Twas not 
only part of his fulneſs before it was received, 
but 'tis his grace after reception. Cel. 1. 19. Jt 
pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
dwell: not -only the fulneſs of the Divine Na- 
ture, but the fulneſs of habitual grace, both 
which are in Chriſt; the latter is chiefly in- 
tended here, which dwells in Chriſt as in a 
Head , not for himſelf only , but for his Body, 
as Beams in tite Sun, and Water in the Fountain 
for the uſe of man. The Father hath laid up all 
that Grace .that Believers need here and for 
ever in the Lord. Jeſus, as ina Treaſury , of 
Truſtee's hands; for. their uſe; or made it.over 
to him not only :as a deed -of gift, but as a pur- 
cbaſe which he hath bought by his Blood for 
phe. good and uſc of his 5 What 'Tis wala 
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neſs, right, and intereſt, but for their uk and 
_ advantage, but ſo qe v9" and difpoſat 

be ftill his. Fal'n man hath for ever forteited 
his credit with God ſince his firſt defeftion, to 
become any more the diſpoſer of his intereſts 
and'inheritance,, or be intruſted again with his 
own portion. God deals with {aved ſouls as 
parents do with prodigal children, ſecures their 
eſtates in the hand of aFeoffee. Believers Trea- 
ſures are laid vp in Chriſt, that ſo grace as well 
as glory, ſanCtification and ſalvation may be ſure 
to them, and not liable to forfeiture or loſs; to 
be difpoſed of, and parted with by them as they: 
picaſe, bat be certainly and eternally theirs, that 
ſo they may come to Chrift for all they need, 
as heirs under age, who have no more in hand 
than what they want, but muſt come to their 
Overſeers for all they have uſe of ; and not on- 
Iy' as fuch, but as Stewards alfo that muſt be 
accountable-for what they have, and how they 
beſtow it. 
Poor decay'd fouls, Woultyou recover your 
loffes, and renew your Trade? then you muſt 
came to Chriſt's fulnefs, and be beholding to his 


free grace for all you need. Do you want grace: 


for your duties, places, tryals, ſufferings? come 
to Chriſt's fulneſs for your ſupplies; ſend to hinx 
by the hand: of prayer an intimation of all your 
wants: Make known your requeſts.tohim. Phul.- 
4, 6 Be-carefyl for ner, but m every thing by 
prayer axd ſupplication, with'thanks giving, lt y« 


requeſts be-made known ro Godi Ceaſe not from 
owing God in the Name of Chriſt with re- 
queſts,. till the Spirit mect you with —_—_— 
| he 


2 RAADScr vcr <dAT © AN oo mojhy th, ot mis Go 


\ a 3. 


k  @ 26 KR: 2a... oa. £2. 34... 3.4 


MA. TW $25 wAaNe ey WT OY 


e 


I bs the beE Crate, 8Þ355 
The Lord Jeſus hath ordained his peopip to re- 
ceive their ſupplies, ſallaries, and ſtipends from 
Heaven in the Court of Requeſts. Aarth. 7. 7. 
Ak, and you ſhall recewves All things whatever 
you ſball ask in prayer, believing, you ſhall receive, 
Mat. 21. 22. Seek it by prayer, receive it by . 
faith: Goto Chriſt in the promiſes for all you 
want, judging him faithful who hath promiſed, 
Heb. 11. 11. God's Word isas good as prefent 
pay, and ſhall be fulfilled by him (who cannot 
lye) to all that by faith receive it, and wait for 
its performance. A! his promiſes are in Chriſt 
Tea and Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. Whocam 

from Heaven to confirm them with his blood, 
and is returned to Heayen to fulfill them by his 
interceſſion, Heb.7.25. You may boldly ad- 
venture on divine aſſurance, and ſhall not be 
aſham'd, if you ſincerely roll on Chriſt in his 
Word. Be well acquainted with the promiſes, 
clear up your interelt in them by believing, and 
expect their fulfilling through Chriſt. It may be 
thy graces are low, thy corruptions high, guilt 
heavy, fears many, refuge fails, thy prayers nof 
anſwered, no good news from Heaven or Earth ; 
thou prayeſt, hopeſt, waiteſt, but no anſwer; in 
this caſe nothing but firm reliance on divine 
faithfulneſs,can keep thy head above water, 

Are you in wants? goto that promiſe, My 
God ſhall ſupply all your wants, Phil. 4. t9. God 
will give grate and glory, and no good thing will he 
with-hold' from them that mak. uprightly » Pſal $4: 
v. 11. Doyou find changes in your ſpirits, and 
frames, and condition? See that word, Beheve 
in che Lord your God, and you ſuall be eftabliſhed;; 

* Aa 2 believe 
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| - believe W Prophets, and you ſhall of 2 Chron. 
re corruptions high ?” apply that word, 


. 20.20. 


He will turn. azain, he will have compaſſion upon 
5, he will ſubdue our iniquities, Mic. 7. 1g. Sin 
ſhall have no dominion over you, for you are not 
under the Law, but wider Grace, Rom. 6. 14. Who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us \ from 
all iniquity, Titus 2. 14. For this purpoſe the Son 
of God was manifeſted , that he might deſtroy the 
works of the Devil, Joh. 3. 8. I will ſavehber that 
baltetd, Zeph. 3. 19. When thong ſeeſt nothing: 
but witherings and dyings in thy ſoul, apply 
theſe Promiſes; So wilt thou recover me , and 
make me to live, Ia. 38. 16. The righteous ſhall 
flouriſh like the Palm-tree , he ſhall grow lihe the 
Cedars of Lebanon: Thoſe that be planted in the 
Fouſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh *n the Courts of 
eur God, they ſhall ſtill bring forth frait in old age ; 
they fhall be fat and flourshing, Plal. 92. 11, 12; 
13,14 1 willbe as the dew to |{rael, he ſhall grow 
as the Lilly, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon : 
they that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, and 
ſhall revive as th? corn, Hol. 14.5,6, 7. The 
that wait on the Lord ſhall renew their > Whiker 
Ifa. 40. 31. In theſe, and ſuch like Promiſes, as 
in Wagons ſent of purpole to fetch you, go over 
to -your Joſeph, and get them laden with the 
riches of his Kingdom: that you may be relieved 


_ andcarriedon in your trading for Heaven, im- 


proving theſe not as yours, but as your Lord's 
goods: That's the 

Stock. | 
Secondly, Follow his inſtruftions, be guided: 
by his order in the management of your _ 
> $4 venly 


| Trade vpon Chriſt's 
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venly Trade : Take Letters of Advice from 
your Creditor, how to lay out his Moneys, and 
how to diſpoſe of his Goods, Prov. 3. 5. Lean 
not to your own underſtauding., which #s the moft 
cloſe and ſubtil kind of 1dolatry (faith Cartwright ) 
Seek, not after your own beart , and your own eyes, 
after which ye uſe to goa whoring, Numb. 15: 39- 


Man is mightily propenſe ſince his firſt defection 
from God, to take the Scepter_into_his own 


hand, and to become the Govern his own ] 
ways: But this God cannot bear, as being in- 
conſiſtent with his Supremacy, and that State 


alſo into which Man is by Grace _tedeemed; 


ws: tn pes devotedneſs unto God, _ 
2 Gor. B. 5: Ye have tikewife—cholen the Lord 
to be your Law-giver and King, ifyou are his, 
and are now upon your own conſent determin- 
able by his pleaſure in every thing you do: The 
rectitude of every ation lies in a conformity 
to his will , who 1s your Lord-and Soveraign, 
And as the eyes of a handmaid wait on her Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſo ſhould Believers on Chriſt for direction - 
in all they do, Pſal. 122, 3. Chriſtians, your 
former irregularities inthe proſecution of your 


- Heavenly Trade, have almoſt loſt you, and caſt 


you back : O be more obſervant of Divine In- 
{tru&tions for the future ! follow your advice, 
walk by Rule : As you have received how you 


_ ought to: walk, and to pleaſe God:, ſo abound more 


and more , 1 Theſ. 4.1. Beg Wiſdom of God 
to know his Will in every thing, to do that 


' whichis well-pleaſing in his ſight, having a war- 


rant for every action you perform both civil 


and religious ; this will he your comfort now, 


Aa 3 and 
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and your Peace in the day of your accounts, 
Thirdly, Drive on his antereRt, not your own. 
Rom, 14-7. For none of wliwveth to himſelf. God 
can more juſtly ſay what Laban did to 7acab 
concerning his children and goods; T beſe daugh- 
ters ave my daughters, and theſe children are my 
children, and theſe cattel are my cattel;, and all 
that thou ſeeſt is mine, Gen. 31.43. The cattel on 
a thouſand hills are his, Pſal. 50. 10. with the 
corn, wine, woo! and flax, Hoſ. 2.9. Both the 
improvement as well as principal are his, AMat 
25. 27. He hath right to the exerciſe and fruit 
of your graces and duties, with all that you en- 
joy and do: Put Ciriſt's mark on all your 
goods ; whatever you gain by his talents, put 
on his account, and ler your disburſments be 
expended to his uſe. Seek not your own things, 
your credit, peace, comfort, intereſt, but in ſub. 
ordination to him: If the Lord by his Word 
. calls for any of your enjoyments, you mult Jer 
them go: If by his Providence he takes off 
any comfort, murmur not, ſay, *Tis the Lord, 
Let him do what he will with bis own, 44at. 20. 


verſe 15- = 
vice Fe | 


Fifthly, Follow your Trade better than you 
have done; remember how former careleſneſs, 
formality, fNloth, hypocrifie, have undone you, 
and amend. The ſlothful ſoul is as thedoor on 
his hinges, Prov. 26. 14. that never makes any 
progreſs in Religion, or comes to any excellency 
ja Grace. No Chriitian (faith Mr.Sedgwick ) #5 
fo able in the babits / Gracty 4s —_ 85 conſcien- 
crouſly frequent itt the prattice or exerciſe of Grace. 

{Chriſt”s 
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[ Chriſt's Counſel to his languiſhing Church. 
Would you recover your ſtate, and come to any 
eminency in godlineſs, then make Religion your 
buſineſs: Thar ſleightineſs of ſpirit inthe way 
of God, which loſt you at firſt, will NEeVer Ie- 
ftoreyou. The recovery of a faint ſoul (faith the 
{ame —_— - never be effetted by faint work- 
dngs : You did fall into your decayed ſtate by re- 
ſive attings, and wink) you, YE. we &. not 
able to keep up your graces from ſrubing: can now 
quicken and raiſe them being ſunk, |[_ Chriſt's Conn- 
fel to his laugaiſhing Church, p. 148.] If negli- 
gence did caſt you back, diligence muſt help to 
recover you: Take more pains with your hearts; 
follow your work of godlinefs every day, and 
in every place; Beearly and late in your ſhops 

of duty, and in the ware-houſe of your hearts: 
Beware of ſpiritual loth, and ſoul-loſles ; take 
heed of unfaithfulneſs with God, Conſcience, ar 
others; keep touch with your Creditor; be 
tender of your Vows to God and Men; keep 
from prodigality; live not above your condi- 
tion ; waſte not precious time, parts and grace 
in vain, walk ſtritly in the whole courſe of 
your life, keeping your ſelves from iniquity, and 
in the love of God. Looking for that bleſſed: 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Feſus Chrift,, Jade v.21. Tit. 2.1 ;- 


$th Branch of Exhortation to good Traders 
in Relsgion. 
Laſtly, You, whoever you are that drive on 
this Heaveuly Merchandiſe, and have any good 


Trading in Religion, be you exhorted, 
Aa4 Firſt, 
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Advice 1. 

Firſt, To bleſs God for good trading - Is it 
well with your ſouls ?. Doth the South-wind blow 
#pon your Garden, and the 'Spices flow' out ? Cant. 
4+ 16. Doththe Fig-tree put forth her green Figs ? 
.. and the Vine, with the tender Grape, gwve a good 
ſmell? Cant. 2. 13. What reaſon have you then 
co be always giving thanks? you whoſe tra- 
ding turns to any ſpiritual advantage : . thou 
canſt ſay, *Tis good to draw nigh to God; in keep- 
ing his Commanas is great reward : The Lord is 
not a barren wilderneſs to thy ſoul; bar peace 
is within thy Walls, and proſperity within thy Pa- 
Faces, Pſal. 122.7. Thy glory is freſh in thee, and 
thy bow renewed in thy hand : thy root ſpreadeth 
out by the waters, and the dew lying all night be- 
tween thy branches, Job 29. 19. His ways 
are pleaſantneſs , and his ſteps drop fatneſs to thy 
foul, and he commaids his bleſſing upou thee, 
and thy faith and love do grow. Is it thus in any 
meaſure with thee ? O then bleſs the Lord with 
thy ſoul ; let all that is within thee bleſs his 
holy Name. Make the Lord thy glory , and 
triumphing Praife : Thhu haſt abundantreaſon 
to be admiring grace, and exalting divine glo- 
Ty. Becauſe, 

Firſt, Soul-thriving is a great mercy at all 
times; a little ſpiritual goods js-beyond all the 
World's treaſure; one piece of Chriſt's tryed 
Gold weighs down all the Pearls and Diamonds 
on Earth; and whatever can be found below 
grace, cannot be compar'd with it, Fob 28. 11,12. 
16, or named the ſame day with it: The light 


of 
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of God's Countenance, pardon of Sin, partici- 
pation of the Spirit, fultlling of Promiſes, fel- 
lowſhip with the Father, Son, and Spirit; heart- 
breathings after, love to, and delight in God, 
are things of ineſtimable worth; it you weigh 
them in themſelves, or with other things ; or if 
you conſider the grace from whence - they 
come, or price which they coſt: Spiritual thri- 
vings are an Evidence of fincere love to God, 
Fudg. 5- 31. Let them that love thy Name be as 
the Sun that goeth forth in his might, and of ſpe- 
cial love in Godtothat ſoul, Tr. 3. 4, 6. Eph. 1. 
3, 5» 7- God may proſper in the World thoſe 
he hates; Eſa» had his fat things here, bur 
grace and peace are new-covenattt- bleſſings, 
which ſpring from eternal love in the heart of 
God to. that ſoul, Heb. $. 10. Zech. 8. 11, 12, 
I 


ak. _—_ 


als, ”'Tis a ſingular mercy ag this time, 
a mercy that few enjoy in theday we live in - 
W hat a rare thing is it, inthis long Winter, to 
ſee a green Olive, a tender Grape appear, or 
Pomegranate bud ? Cant. 7. 6. or one Berry in 
the uppermoſt branch, 7ſ/a. 24. 13. It was a pe- 
culiar glory put upon the head ofs Thyatira, 
that ſhe was thriving when other Churches 
were decaying : She had works, and works, and 
the laſt were more ' than the firſt, Revel, 2. 19. 
Epheſus had loſt -her firſt love; Sardis had de- 
cayed and waſted her firſt ſtrength, and was 
ready to die: Laodicea was luke-warm, ready 
to be ſpned out by the Lord Jeſus, Rev. 3. 1, 
8, 16. only Thyatira- flouriſhed exceedingly , 
and grew in the Winter; and this honour ſhe 
had 
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had; 4o have it recorded by the Spirit for a Mo. 


mnumentin After-Ages. *Tis notthe lot of every 
one to thrive in evil times; few Theſſalonians 
whoſe faith and love did grow, 2 - + 3j» A 
fingle Twmorhy, who had flonriſhing ions to 
the things of Chrift ; 1heve no Man like minded, 
Phil. 2. 20. One Gains, whoſe ſoul out-proſ- 
peredhis body, 3. Ep. Joh. v. 2- A flouriſhing 
Chriſtian this day is like a Flower in Winter, an 
Apple-tree amongft the Trees of the Wood: 
Surely, if there be a Soul who this day flouriſhes 
t0 any heighth of Chriſtianity, who lives in in- 
timacy with God, fares deliciouſly in his Soul, 
feeding on Marrow, and hidden Afarxza ; that 
he or fhe is greatly beloved of God. Thy lot, 
'O Soul, is fall'n ina peculiar plot of mercies 
ground; and ſhould not the Lord Jeſus be ad- 
mir'd of ſuch a one, ſecing he is come to him 
in the fulneſsof the bleſling of the Goſpel? O 
bleſs God for this unſpeakable gift! 

Thirdly, *Tis an earneſt of eternal-mercy : 
They that ſow to the ſpirit ſhall reap life ever- 
laſting, Gal. 6.8. And ſuch as abound1n holineſs, 
ſhall have an abundant entrance adminiſtred to 

.them into the Kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, 2. Pet. 1.11, 'Godwill never throw away 
Javoury Salt to the Dunghil, nor burn upfruit- 
ful Branches: Trees full of ſap arethe Lord's 
' Trees, which he will tranſplant into his Para- 
diſe above, Pſal. 104. 16. The Lord*s ripe Fruit 
ſhall be gathered, not ſhaken on the ground ; 
and ſafely hous'd in Heaven. Grace istoo pre- 
Cious Secd to be loſt ; Such as ſow it now, though 
in tears, (hall ſurcly come again, and bring their 
$heaves with them, Pſal. 126.5. Poor 
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thy Soul- 
der of 
thy. imalleſt bloſſoms, and ſecure them into 
fruit; much more ſhall thy encreaſes arrive to 
the fulneſs of the | meaſure of the ſtature of 
Chriſt, Eph. 4.15- God 15 not wnroghteous to fore 
get your work and labour of love, whith you have 
ſhewn towards his Name, Heb. 6. 10, It may be 
thou haſt gs many a duty and hearty 
teſtimony of thy love to Chrilt, his Name, peo- 
ple, and ways; andcanſt ſee nothing in all thou 
haſt done, but art ready to ſay on every turn; 
When ſaw I thee an, hunger 'd, and fed thee? or 
thirſty, and gave thee drink? when ſaw I thee a 
ſtranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed 
thee? or fick,, and in_Priſon, and came to thee ? 
Matth. 25. 35. But cannot © Unrig 
teous to forget it, or let it paſs ſo; but kee 


a record of all thy mcaneſt duties, and will 
make the moſt of them in the day of righteous 


- judgment. 7J kyow thy works, and thy labours, 


and thy patience, Cc: "Rev. 2. 2. When thou waſt 
under the Fig-tree I ſaw thee, Joh. 1. 48. He takes 
notice of a Damel by the River Hiddckel;, of a 
Peter on the Houſe-topz of El4yjah under the 
Juniper-tree, 1 King. 19. 4, 5- yea, of what was 
but in David's heart to do, and requites it, 
1 King. 8. 18. Will not an Ahaſuerw let the 
good deeds of Mordecas go unrewarded ? and 
ſhall not the Judge of all the Earth do right, and 
crown the works of his own hands ? Your labours 
ſhall not be in v4in in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58- 
Q then he bleſſing God for the leaſt goor 
A 
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 Hath wrought in you, and for you, for any pro- 
ſperity in your ſouls. There are no offerings 
come up with that acceptance on God's Altar, 
as Thankſgiving-offerings, Pſal.69.30,3 1. What 
a delightful remark did the Lord Jeſus put upon 
the Lepers return to praiſe him for cleanſing, 
Zuke 17. 18. the more ſpiritual, the more re- 
joycing, 1/a. 52. 8. No ſuch thriving ſouls, as 
God-prailing ſouls: Fer. 31. 12. Therefore they 
ſhall come, and ſing in the heighth of Sion; and 
ſball flow together to the goodneſs of the Lord for 
Wheat, and for Wine, and for Oyl ;, and their ſoul 


ſhall be as a watred Garden, and they ſhall not ſor- 


row any more at all. 


Quelt. How might I know whether I have good 
.. trading in Spirituals or no ,, that I might 


have ground "for rejoycing in God? Could I | 


find this Soul-welfare' you ſpeak, of , 1 ſhould 
bleſs God with my whole ſoul ; but' I fear 'tis 
otherwiſe ;, that I am one of thoſe who fall back, 
and decay in my Heavenly Trade. 


Sol. There are ſeven ſigns of good Trading, 
eſpecially in evil times; which men uſually reck- 
' on to bediſcoveries of a thriving Trade. 

Firſt, When men go not back in the World, 
but-hold their own, they loſe nothing : "Tis 
much in bad times to keep ones ground ; to 
be ſavers in ſuch a ſeaſon is a piece of gain: 
Try in, thjs how. *tis with you; do no6tyou go 
back in your ſpiritual eſtate? is it not worſe 
with you than heretofore * ls: not . your faith, 
love, humility, patience leſs than mo 

_ 
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If you go not back in grace, yorgo forward ;/ 
there's no ſtanding at a ſtay in Religitg, men go 
forward or backward in the way oN\ Vertue, 
they that do not decay,- do thrive in SpMytuals'-' 
Fob proves his good eſtate by his ſtanding faſt 
in ſhaking times : Neither have 1 gone hack. 
from the commandment of his lip; I have eſteemed 
the words of his mouth more than my neceſſary. 
food : My foot hath held bis ſteps \ his way havth, 
I kept, and not declined, Job 2 3. 10, 11, 12. and 

thence concludes a gainful iſſue: When he hath 
tryed me, I ſhall come forth as Gold. And the 
Apoſtle reckons it good profit in ſoul-conflicts, 
to ſtand ones ground; if he cannot gain, yet 
not to loſe: But having done all, to' ſtand , is 
vittory, Eph. 6. 13. Chriſtians have their winter- 
ſeaſons, when growing 1s not. viſible; then to 


- keep alive, is commendable. Do you hold faſt 


your integrity, and keep your garments on ? 
Do you preſerve your Conſcience pure from the 
defilements and temptations of the day and 
place you live in? and your hearts unſpotted 
from the World ? your defires as warm, your 
purpoſes of cleaving to God as firm, and your 
feet as quick to run the way of God's Com- 
mandments as heretofore ? then have you good 
trading, conſidering the times you live in, which 
Is an hour of temptation, and an evening of 

darkneſs. | | 
Secondly , If Wares go off welt, tis good 
trading, when goods vend at a good rate, men 
count it thriving. Is it ſo with-your ſouls? do 
your prayers come up to God with acceptance ? 
doduties turn to'any profit to you? what re- 
turns 


Lg 
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returashaveyou of your religious ſervices? do 
heari prayer, conference; bring you any 
vantage? do not goods lie by you un- 


diſpoſed of? bat your graces are exercifed, your 
talents, gifts, opportunities, improv'd; then *tis 


Trading. If the Lord giveyou light, you 


Ky itout for the of others ; if he reſtore 
to you the joy of his ſalvation, and uphold you 
with bis free Spirit, you teach tranſgreſſours 
his ways, and endeayour to convert Sinners to 
him, Pſal.51. 12,1;. When God drops ncom- 
fort to you, you it forth to others, that 
they may be comforted alſo with the ſame com- 
forts wherewith you are comforted of God, 
| 2 Cor. 1. 4 When you are come to duties publick 
* or private, do graces go out in them? you ſhew 
' parts it may be, but do-you lay ont grace as 
well as gifts, ſpiritual as well as natural affei- 
ons? Do you = with the Spirit, and hear 
with Faith ? dohopegfear,humility, holy ferven- 
Cy, heavenly breathings, ſincerity, go off ina your 
religious duties? when you meet with compa- 

ny, what goods do you put off tothem? 
you labour in eyery Society to vend ſomething 
of heavenly wares, to put off ſome holy counſel 
and inſtruction, ſome gracious experience: and 
obſervation, to leave ſomething behind you in 
every place and —_— you come, that-may 
enaſavour of God on them? thenis it Zood 
rading, and you are ina Soul-thriving way.. 
Thirdly, Men conat it good Trading, when 
they are richer in ſtock, when _n___ more 
£0ods, more variety, r quantity of wares, 
Than firlt they had, zag that clear too, I 
3073 
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for ; their ſhops/nd ware-honſes are fuller chan 
they were, and the goods their own alſo; this 


2 Thef. 1. 3. Can you truſt God more than ond 


F- 7. Can you think well of God when he frowns 


upon you Can you love him when he corrects 
you? Iſa. 39.8. Canyou ſtay on him when h& 


{fTips you of your viſible comforts, and cleave 
to him when he ſeems to reject you? Fob 13. 


v. Ig. Then are youricher in ſtock. j 
Is your Faith. moxe aad quickening, 


your Love more warming, your more fer- 
vent, your Hope more adventurous, your Pa- 
tience more bearing, your Joy more delight- 
ing, your Humility more ſelf-abaſing? thenare 
you encreafed with goods. Have you more of 
every grace? it may be at firſt you had much 
affection, but little ſincerity; great deſires, bur 
little faith; much comfort, but little patience 
and felf-denial z you could pray, talk, rejoice, 
do ſome duties, but could not hear trials, want 
comforts, live by faith when ſight failed ; you 
were much it may: be in ſome duties, but neg- 
ligent in others ; but now you have more vati- 
ety of yrs enlargement in duties, and more 
univerſal reſpect to all God's commands, Pfal. 
119.6. Andif you areleſs in the bulk of duty, 
you are r.ore ia the ſpirit of it > when _ 

there's 
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368 Tha YeavenlyTrade 
there's a thriving Trade in$Chriſtianity. 
- Fourthly, Are you leſs. in debt than you 


| were ? that's another ſign of good trading: Do 


you make Conſcience of rendring to God again 


' forallhis benefits? Pſal. 116; 12, 13. Isit your 


trouble when you are behind-hand with grace, 
and fall in arreerto the mercy of God by your 
unthankfulneſs? Day. 9. 10. Indeed, in.-com- 
penſation of the grace of God you are defeCtive, 
£0 make requitals of mexcies-you cannot ; you 


' ſee poſlibly an, infinite ſhortneſs in your per- 


formances of the meaneſt favour that the Lord 
beſtows upon-youz but ſuch as you haye, you 
give to the Lord, you render all poſſible 
praiſes, though not all praiſes due, Exod.15.2. 
This you are careful of, and charge upon. your 


hearts every day, to walk. as;. becometh the | 


grace that brings ſalvation, and the mercies be- 
owed on-you: 'tis the defire of your heart 
and labour, to walk worthy of God toall well- 
pleaſing, and to anſwer the end of mercy in 
which youare willing beyond your ability, and 
grieve at your. falling .ſhort herein : Now this 
doth the Lord count for the deed, and accept at 
his peoples hands, as full pay, through the ſariſ- 
faction of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 8. 12. And where 


*tis thus that perſons live in the daily ſenſe -of 
Divine Grace, and grateful acknowledgment of 


every mercy, there isa thriving Trade in Spirt 


.tuals. 


Fifthly, Have you much owed you, and is it 


ſecure? This alſo beſpeaks a thriving Trade: 


Men count ſure debts as good as ready money; 


though they have little in bags, yetif they bone 
' 
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ts the bet Trade, Þ 369 
the more in book, and gobd debt too, they rate 
themſelves accordingly, and reckon themſelves 
worth fo miich as is due, as well as to what is 
in hand : Andis itſo with you Chriſtians ? are 
you rich in promiſes ? is much coming to you-- _ 
upon a new-covenant ſcore? It may be you 
have little in kind, little comfort, peace and 
ſweetneſs you meet with from day to day : Yor 
ſow much, but reap little; you ask, but have 
not,and yet ſeek with your whole heart: Gogds 
are received, but no money returned; if fo; 
you have good grounds of hope for a -plentiful 
harveſt, becauſe you ſow ſtore of good ſeed; 
are much in holy duties, and ſincere in them; 
many a prayer upon the fhle, many a tear drop- 
edinto God's bottle : much grace laid our in 


4 duty, andtime ſpent init, a daily care to pleaſe 
$ 


God, and upon Scripture-gronnds can lay claim 
to- many a promiſe on the account of Chriſt: 
What you ſow, you ſhall reap, Gal. 6. 8: Your 
lobour ſhall not be jn vain in the Lord, 2 Cor. 15. 
v. 58. Say unto the righteous, 'it ſhall be! well with 
them, for they ſhall eat the fruit of their doings, 
Iſa. 3.10: And the leſs is received, rhe more 
is behind. Improvements of grace do book 
down many a mercy for Believers, which poſ- 
ſibly they may not receive all their life, and yet 
be ſure, and turns to account in the Inheritance 
prepared for them; and this isgood Trading 
which brings in bonds and bills that are ſure,and 
ſhall bepaid to Heavenly Traders in their own 
Comrey. i | | Y 
Sixthly, "That's good Trading where the pre- 
ſent incomes maintain -——— and fo much 
| 0 is 
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1sgot by it as they may live by ; when a per- 
ſon.can live comfortably upon his gettings,with- 
out impairing the ſtock: If it be ſo with thee 
Believer inthy Heavealy Trade, then haſt thou 

ood Trading. Try Chriſtians, your thriving 

y.your livelihood / can you {ive comfortably 
upon the fruits of Religion, Cant-e. 3. 1ſa. 40.31. 
doth- your 'Religion maintain your Souls and 
 Graceswell? Fob. 4. 30. at what rate do you 


live? Menthat thrive in the world uſually live- 


well, have good fare, and good cloathing ; 
Diet, Apparel, Expences, do ſoon ſhew mens 
gettingsz Indeed Prodigals may ſpend high, 
live well for a time, but then they cannot hold 
it, they ſoon break; but when,men can bear 
liberal expences, and their eſtates not impaired, 
it argues ſuch dothrive apace, and get well in 
their Trades ; fo 'tis with thriving Chriſtians, 
_ ordinarily liveat a higher rate of. peace 
and comfort than others, P/.1 19. 165. Pſ. 80. 19. 
their -fare is better, unleſs the health of their 


Souls do ſometimes call to faſting and affliction ;, | 


ſtrong Chriſtians, overcoming Souls, have bet- 
ter Proviſions promis'd them than others : ſuch 
feed on hidden Manna, Rev. 2. 17. and marrowy 
bits ; milk is for babes, but ſtrong meat for 
ſtrong men, Prov. 21. 15. 'Tis. joy to the juſt 
ro do judgment : Foy and pleaſure (\aith Mercer) 


is the fruit of wel-doing to ſuch: (h) Such can 


expend more than others, who have larger 
proportion of Bleſſings on their Souls A per- 
ſon may be truly gracious, and yet live. uncom- 
fortably in his Soul, and in the wayes of God ; 
" (#) Latvia obuenis cies juſte fait ſuis, Fn 
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' _ isthe be Trade. | 377 
but he thar' thrives in Godlineſs, hath larger | 
incomes of ſweetneſs and peace, and makes 
many a mezry meal on the review of his w- 
tegrity, ' and the grace of God in and towards 
him, Plal. 1 13. 2 | * 377 

Seventhly, Layings up, as well as layings 
out beſpeaks . good Trading, when men Fl 
their bags. and enlarge their poſſeſſions, turn 


/ Purchaſers, and begin to join houſe to houſe, 


and field to field, then they manifeſtly ſhe | 
their thrivings : ,So when Souls thrive in their 
Heavenly Trade, they begin to lay, up for 
Heaven,and to ho premarin for another world ; 
they lay up Trealure in Heaven, Afar: 6. a1. 
get bags that wax not old: weak Chriſtians are 
all for (their comforts. here, how they. .may 
maintaiga their peace and pleaſure in the, way 3 
but ſtrong Chriſtiaus, thriving Souls, they have. 
their thoughts upon their journeys end,. aud ta 
make proviſigns for their future ſtate.: Bread. 
and Water contents.them here, - Gep, 2H. ..20. 
alittle ſpending Money in the way to help them 
home .is all they intend for : But their chiefeſt 
care isto layup. for Heayen, When ſhall [ pro- 
vide far zine own. hauſe,. fgith Facah, Gen. 30, 30. 
$0 the. thriving, Chriſtian is thoughtful abour 
his houſe 1 Heaven z .to make all the proviſions 
he can igr.thar;; he will layup in ſtose.a good 
foundation,tp lay hold qu eternal. life, 1 Tm, 6. 
19: he. is;\far . ſecuring allihe can for .beaven, 
and.far;ſuch wacks as will fallow him.z ho will 
turn all he may into moveables, that he \1Bgy 
of this workd ate ſtak*d' down to the earth, and 
BE-3-- <5 cannot 
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372 @The Yeavenly Trade 
cannot be removed; bntthriving Chriſtians are 
for ſuch goods as they can knock up, and carry 
with them to their own home: They ſtrive to 
pray, hear, think, ſpeak, do, ſuffer, and all for 
eternity : their affetions are gone: before to 
Heaven, while their bodics are impriſon'd in the 
World.' ' As *tis faid of the Athenians, when be- 
ſieged by Sy/lla, their hearts were with him 


—_— 


without the walls, whiles their bodies were 


forc'd to ſerve within (a). So 'tis with enrich- 
ed Chriſtians ; the Worldis a Priſon to them, 
a ſtrange Countrey where they have been ſent 
to trade; and when they have filPd their ſacks, 
and got all they can, they long to depart into 
their own Countrey. By theſe things (Chriſti- 
ans) may: you know' what kind of Trade you 
drive for Heaven ; and what ſhare you have in 
this great engagement to thanſgiving. 


Obje&t. All this makes againſt mr, and confirms 
my juſt fears that I am a ſtranger to ſpiritual 
thrivings,, I now ſee "tis a pitiful Trade 1 
drive in godlineſs : T' profeſs, hear, © pray, per- 
form duties, enjoy priviledges, but am never the 
better. O how may I write loſt labour on all 
my performances! I need no greater proof than 
theſe evidences ; nor other judge than my 
own Conſcience, to convince my languiſhing ſoul 
of daily waſtes and poverty in my heavenly 
Trade : What ſhall ] do to get my caſe mended, 
and once attain to true thrivings in this holy 
Calling. | 

' a) Animos extra mania, corpora neceſrtatl, ſernentes 

18114 mure; babmerins, Paterc, Sol 

ol. 
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Sel. There are four things which ufually 
make men thriving in their” earthly Trades; 
which do alfo contribute to proſperity in this 
heayenly Merchandiſe. 


1 A provident care. 
2 Aadiligent hand. 
3 A ſecret trade. 
4 Aadvine bleſſing. 


Firſt, Men that are thriving in the World are 
provident and careful to prevent their dangers, 
to ſecure their intereſts, and proportion 
means to their adyantage. And ſo muſt Chri- 
ſtians that think ever to flouriſh in godlineſs: 
what loſſes and miſcarriages in Religion might a 
provident care prevent ? were temptations 
way-laid , and corruptions timely guarded 
againſt, . ſouls might eſcape many ſurpriſals of 
ſin, and abatements in grace : Never think to 
proſper in holineſs, till you are provident to 
prevent its weaknings, and contribute all you 
may towards its ſtrength and enlargement. One 
enjoysa good frame of ſoul, much peace and 
joy in believing; and for want of watchfulneſs 
loſeth all again. Another hath got a little pow- 
er over his corruptions for a time, and for 
want of a provident care to avoid enſnaring 
occaſions, is overcome again. Another hath a 
choice advantage put into his hand for ſpiritual 
good, but not exerciſing a timely care and pre- 
paration to improve it, miſcarries in_ all his 
hopes and labours; and by theſe changes and 


interruptions their ſpiritual welfare is impeded : 
Bb 3 | Go 
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Go learn of the Ant, ſhe provideth her meat in 
Summer, Prov. 6. 6.8. Be wiſe as Serpents, they 
decline danger as ſoon as ſeen, and guard their 
nobleſt part, though with the hazard of their 
All, Matth. 19. 16. Walk circumſpeftly as wiſe, 
Eph. 5. 15. O how happy might Chriſtians be, 
were they as provident for their ſouls as they 
are for their bodies and did: exerciſe their 
reaſon, care and fore-ſight to further their ſpi- 
ritual intereſts; and without this Provident 
care, never think to proſper in this heavenly 
Merchandiſe. Take heed of grace-waſting ſins, 
of any ſecret luſt allowed, or ſweet morſel 
Touled under your tongue, that will prove a 
moth in your ſpiritualeſtate, and keep you low 
in your heavenly intereſts. Souls under ſome 
perplexing luſt, are like J{-ae! under the pre- 


vailing hand of Afidian againſt them, Fudg. 6. 


3, 4,6. When Iſrael had ſown, the Midianites 
came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of 
the Eaſt, and they encamped againſt them, and de- 
ſtroyed the —— of the earth, and left no ſuſte- 
nance for lirael, neither Sheep,nor Ox, nor Aſs ;--- 
and Iſrael was greatly impoveriſhed: So *tis with 
ſuch 3 no ſooner have they got any mercy, 
frame, experience, hope, or ſoul advantage, but 
preſently a prevailing luſt riſcth up,and deſtroys 
all: Cry untothe Lord, as 1f-ael did, until he 
deliver you from every iniquity : make no peace 
with any corruption, never let it reſt till whol- 
ly deſtroyed, if you think to proſper in your 
ouls and converſations. Be proyident alſoto 
take all advantages for godlineſs, watching your 
opportunities for every duty, keeping wy 
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— 


ſoul-marketand fair, and taking the beſt ſeaſon 


to lay out grace, and get in profit, Prov. 8. 34- 


- Be careful to get ſome good from every thing, 


and to keep and ſave what you have; and this 
will tend to ſoul-thriving, As 2. 46. 

Secondly, A diligent hand tends to thriving; 
men that proſper in the World take pains, and 
follow their employments ; riſing early, ſitting 
up late, neglecting no buſineſs that may help on 
to profiting. So mult you that jntend to thrive 
in Religion; you muſt make it your buſineſs, 
you mult be labourers in Gods Vineyard, Fohn 
6. 279. and workmen indeed that need not be 
aſhamed, 2 Tim. 2. 15. Chriſtians for the moſt 
part are too ſlothful in their ſpiritual buſineſs, 
to have their profiting appear : it will coſt you 
more ſtriving to enter into the ſtrait-gate, and 
get ground in the narrow way that leads tolife, 
more blows mult paſs before your enemies will 
down, and more ſtrokes at your work before 
your intereſts will come in: Running, ſtriving, 
wreſtling ; in labours more abundant, in weari- 
neſs, and painfulnels, in watching : What pains 
will men take for the World ? She riſeth alſo 
while it is night, ——— Fler candle goeth not out by 
night : That neither day nor night ſeeth ſleep with 
his eyes. Ye compaſs Sea, and Land, and ſhould. 
they not much more for heaven? The moſt 
diligent ſoul is the moſt thriving ſoul ; Always 
abounding in the work, of the Lord; laſtant in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; taking every oppor- 
tunity for Heaven: And what their hand finds 
to do, 'to do it with all their might, this 1s the 
way to ſoul-thriving, 1 Cor. 9. 24, 25- Heb. 

; Bb 4 12. 4- 
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12. 4-. Eph. 6. 12. 1Cor.11.23, 27. Prov. 31. 
15. 18. Eccleſ. 8. 16. Matth. 23.15. Eccleſ. y. 10. 
Thirdly, Driving a ſecret Trade of holineſs 
15 ſoul-thriving: Men that have ſome peculiar 
art, and unknown myſtery in their Trade which 
is not ordinary and common, uſually get great- 
eſt cuſtomand advantage : Sois it in this hea- 
venly Trade; the more men are taken up in 
the myſteries of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 3. 16. - the 
more they thrive in Religion. There's a ſecrex 
in holineſs, which no ſtrapger intermeddles 
with, Prov. 14. 10. There's a way within 
the veil; the hidden part in which ſouls are 
made to know wiſdom, Pſal. 51. 6. Hidgen 
riches of ſecret places, which thriving Chriſti- 
ans meet with, 1ſa. 45. 3. If you would prof. 
Per in Godlineſs, be ſure to maintain the ſecrer 
duties of piety : The religion of moſt men lies 
in the Market-place, and in the view of others; 
their hearts, their cloſets are not privy to any 
ſecret tranſactions between God and their ſouls; 
and in the praiſe of men they have their re- 
ward : but the thriving trade of Chriſtianity, is 
the ſecret trade. Chriſtians be moſt in thoſe du- 
ties which men leaſt obſerve, and chiefly excel- 
lent inthe inviſible part of your viſible work: 
Publick duties are moſt honourable, but ſecret 
duties the moſt gainful, Afatth. 6. 4. And thy 
Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee 
openly. 
Fourthly, The bleſſing of God maketh rich: 
Prov. 10. 222 Promotion cometh not from the 
Eaſt,noy from the Weſt , nor proſperity from mens 
fingers ends, but from God's hand. Der. 28. 
; | ; 8, Io, 
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8, 1, 1 1, 12. The Lord ſhallcommand his bleſſing 


upon thee 1m thy Store-honſes, and in all which 
= ſetteſt thy hand umo-: —The Lord ſhall 
make thee plentious in Goods : The Lord ſhall 
open to thee his good Treaſures; the Heavens to 
give thee rain to thy Land in his ſeaſon, and. to 
bleſs all the work of thy hand : (and then comes 
Riches) Ard thou ſhalt lend unts many Nations, 
and thau ſhalt not borrow : Proſpeirity, both ſ\pi- 
ritual and temporal, comes at Gods ſending - 
Pſal. 118.25. O Lord, Tbeſeech thee, ſend now 
Proſperity : Pal. 13. 32, 33. He reftoreth my 
Soul, he leadeth me jn the Paths of Righteouſneſs : 
Pal. 23- 3, 5. Thou anomteſt my Head with Oll : 
Thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof , thy Paths drop 
fatneſs : Pal. 65. 10, 11. The Lord ſhall guide 
thee continually, and ſatisfy thy ſoul in drought, 
and make fat thy bones, and thou ſhalt be like a 
watred Garden, and lthe a Spring of Water, whoſe 
Waters fail not, Iſa. 53.11. [will be as the Dew 
to Iſrael, he (ball grow as the Lilly, and caſt fortb 
his Root as Lebanon, Hoſ. 14. 5- Secure an 1n- 
tereſt in the promiſes, and get your ſouls 
brought under rhe ſhowers of bleſſing, if ever 
you think to thrive in Godlineſs. Improve thri- 
ving Graces and take proſperous courſes; theſe 
are under a promiſe of bleſſing : though every 
grace and duty do in their meaſure help on ſoul- 
proſperity, yet there are ſome graces' and du- 


_ Tieshave a more ſpecial influence .on ſpiritual 


thrivings. 

. Firſt, Faith isa ſoul-proſpering grace : 2 Chr. 
20. 20. Believe in the Lord your God,. ſo ſhall ye 
be eſtabliſhed: believe bis Prophets, ſo ſhall ye 
"6s proſper 


- 
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er. Eph. 6. 16. Above all take the ſhield 
of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall quench all the fiery 
darts of Satan, im meow», inſuper, Bez. Every 
grace is uſeful in the ſpirztual warfare, but Fayzth 
eſpecially : other graces 'may (with Sau!) ſlay 
their thouſands ; , faith (with David) flays 
itsten thouſands: Some darts may be quenched 
by other graces, but Faith quenches fiery darts, 
yea all fiery darts of Satan, which does 
wonderfully further thriving : The juſt (hall live 
faith, Heb. 10. 38. Faith will maintain the 
oul's life in the greateſt ſtraits and exigences : 
Faith is a receiving grace, it takes in whatever 
is laid up in the promiſe ; and that's aw 
Gal. 3.22. That the promiſe by Faith might be 
given to them that believe. A ſoul-enriching 
grace, rich in Faith, Jam. 2. 5. A working 
grace, And the work, of faith with power, 
2 Theſ. 2.4. A powerful grace; it gives the 
ſoul experience of the mighty power of God. 
Eph. 1. 19, 20. What is the exceeding greatneſs of 
bs powey to us ward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty | ny. which he wrought in 
Obrift., when he raiſed bim from the dead, 1 Theſ. 
2. 13- *Tis a ſtrengthning grace : Ont of weak: 
neſs were made ftrong, Heb. 11. 34. through it 
doth the Lord let out his abundant grace : 
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abun- 
dant with faith and love, which is in C brif Feſus, 
r Tim. 1. 44. It doth exceedingly nouriſh the 
| foul in grace, and edifie it to ſalvation : 1 Tim. 
4. 6. Nouriſhed up in the words of faith, 1 Tim. 
1- 4+ Which mimſter queſtions r ather than edify- 
ing which is in faith; One reaſon why ſouls 
- proſper 
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| prog no more in piety is their Unbeliefz they 
are fu 


ll of doubtings, fears, and queſtionings 
upon every turn, {till wavering as a wave of 
the Sea ; ſuch cannot receive much at the hand 
of God, but are ſtill weak, and going back in 
Religion. Be much in believing the promiſes 
againſt hope, and above fears, if ever you 
think to proſper in Religion. 

Secondly, Love to God, his Name, ways and 
intereſt is a Soul-proſpering Grace. Let them 
that love him, be as the Sun that goeth forth in 
bis might : Judg. 5. 31.- They ſhall proſper that 
love thee, PAI. 122, 6. Let them alſo that love 
thy name be joyſul in thee, for thou Lord wilt 
bleſs the Righteous, with favonr wilt thou compaſs 
him as with a Shield, Pſal. 5. 11, 12. Love to 
God muſt needs he a proſpering Grace, becauſe 
it brings the Soul under the bleſſing of God, 
and within the compaſs of his ſecuring Shield. 
Love is a Soul ſtrengthning and eſtabliſhing 
Grace. Eph. 3.17. Being rooted and grounded 
in Love rileusouwau, ſetin a firm Groynd, nor 
eaſily ſhakenfrom God or their integrity. Love 


makes a growing Soul. Eph. 4. 15. Speaking 


the truth in love, may grow up in him, who is the 
head in all things. It helps on edification in 
Grace, wer. I6. maketh increaſe of the body unto 
the edifying of it ſelf in love : Love conſtrains 
the Soul after God, makes his Commands plea- 
ſant, and quickens the heart to make haſte inthe 
way to Glory; the more you love God, the 
more will you'proſper in Godlineſs. 

Thirdly, Humility is a Soul-proſpering Grace, 
and under -a promiſed Bleſſing. 'Prov. 29. 23. 

Sh : Flonour 
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Honour ſhall uphold the humble in Sprrit , (k_). ſhall 
bear him up from falling, and bring bim unto ho- 
nour (ſaith Montanus) Prov. 15. 33. By humi- 
 lity are Riches and honour : The humble Soul 
muſt needs be a thriving Soul, for God giveth 
Grace to it, 7am. 4.6. yea, dwelleth with the 
humble to revive the Spirit of the humble, 
Iſa. 57. 15- There's a great deal of Pride in 
moſt Chriſtians, and that hinders Soul-thriving, 
proud of Parts and Grace, proud under ſeeming 
humility, proud of humility; Low Valleys are 
fruitful, when lofty Mountains axe barren : The 
rich ſit in a low place: Eccl. 10. 6. Such as are 
rich in Wiſdom (1) (faith Mercer) they ſit in a 
low place; they come down, and lie low in 
themſelves, (mm) folly is ſet in great dignity : 
Poor, fooliſh, empty Creatures, they are high 
in conceit as well as place, many times : but 
the moſt rich and thriving Souls, theſe are 
pooreſt in Spirit, and loweſt in their own eyes; 
thericher the Metal the heavier ; Gold weighs 
down Silver and Tin; the fuller of fruits bran- 
ches are, the more they bow : He ſendeth the 
Springs into the Valleys, Plal. 104. 10. Pal. 65.13. 
are covered over with Corn: Vineyards 
thrive beſt in low places - One Branch of Grapes 
from the Valley of Eſvcol, was ſaid to be a bur- 
den for two men, Numb. 13.23. would you 
flouriſh in Grace? take heed of Pride : Pride 
in the Soul, (faith one) :s like the Spleen in the 
Body, when that ſwelleth, all the other parts lan- 
gutſh: *tis Poiſon at the Root of the Tree, which 


(k) Swftentar. Munſt, 123 19? (1) Divites quibus 
odju ſapientis, (m) In ipſa abjetione, Jun, Trem, 
N= : corrupts 
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cerrupts the ſap Tis ſo dangerous -a Poiſon, that 
of another Poiſon there was confefted a counter- 
potſon to preſerve Paul' from it : would you prol- 
per in . Godlineſs ? be perſons of low, humble 
ſpirits, (Vir. Adams on 2 Pet. 2 Cor. 12.7. Exalt 
him that is low, and abaſe him that is high, Ezek. 
21. 26. | 

Fourthly, Another choice fruit of the Spirit 
which will further Soul-thriving, is Sincerity : 
Prov. 14. 11. The Tabernacle of the upright ſhall 
flouriſh: They ſhall have geod things: m peſſeſſion, 
Prov. 28. 10. they ſhall not only be preterv'd 
from evil, ard efcape the Pit into which the 
Wickcd fall; but ſtall be fure to meet with 
good; Bleſſings, gocd things ſhall be given to 
them as their Inheritance, as Aguila and Thes- 
doſius interpret it, wet Snowrar, Thou ſheweſt 
mercy to thy Servants, that walk, before thee with 
all their beart, 2 Chror. 6. 14. He that hath 
clean bands and a fuie heert, who hath not lift up 
his Soul to vanity, ior ſworn deceitfully, he ſratl 
receive the Bleſſing frem the Lerd, ard Righteenſ- 
neſs 'frem the Gd of his Salvation, Pſal. 24-4. 5- 
Upright Souls muſt needs proſper, ' they dwell 
in the-prelerce of God, -Fſal. 140.113. He will 
withhold no good thing ſrom them, Fſal.84- 1 1. 
His Countenance -beho!ds them, Pſal. 11.7. God 
engages -his allufficiency for 'their good,; Gem. 
17. 1. They ſhall hold on their way, and; wax 
ſtronger and ſtronger, Fob 19. g. and fhallſurely 
profper. 2 Chren. 31.217 In CVE; werk that' be 
began in the ſervice of 'the houſe' of God, ardiv 
the Law, ard in the Cenmanemerts; to fuck by 
Ged, the did it. with all his Leart; and proſpered: | 
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*tis not thy many Duties ' before God, bur the 
Onenefs of thy heart with God : nor the bulk 
of thy Services, but the ſincerity of thy 
Soul, which will make thee proſperous in thy 
heavenly intereſts. | 

. Again, Take thriving courſes, proſperous 
ways, as well as proſpering Graces, theſe are 
under a promiſed Bleſling alſo. Not to multi- 
ply parciculars : There are four thriving ways 
in which Chriſtians may attain to a proſperous 
Trade in Chriſtianity. 


I. Self-Examination. 
2. Prayer. 

3. Enjoyment of God. 
4. Obedience. 


The way of 


Firſt, Be often examining; and calling your 
ſelves to an account how matters ſtand with 
your Souls: Traders that would be thriving 
will be often viewing their Books, andtrying 
their Accompts, and have ſome ſet days, when 
they ſurvey their Goods, caſt up their Books, 
and try whether they gain,or looſe; and ſo muſt 
. Chriſtians,that would profit in Religion, they 
muſt be often judging themſelves, that they 
be not judged, 1 Cor. 11. 31. they muſt caſt 
up their Accompts, andtry their State whether 
they go forward or backward : Hog: I. 5.Conſtdet 

ways : try how the caſe ſtands with you, 


whether you get or loſe, and what's the cauſe 
of all thoſe blaſtings that are upon you, Pſal.4-4- 
Commune with your hearts upon your Beds, and | 
fill; 2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine your ſelves whether 
you 
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you be in the Faith, prove your own ſelves; know 
w - not your own ſelves, how that Teſus ws #7 
iy | y9# except you be Reprobates. The negle&t of 
1 this examination is one cauſe of that great mi- 

ſtake of perſons about their Soul-ſtare, ſome 
us | thinking themſelves berter, Rev. 3. 17. | others 
re | judging themſelves worſe than they are : which 
ti: | begets ſecurity in ſome, diſcouragement in 
ys | others, errour and{loth jnall. Aright eſtimate 
ms | of thy ſpiritual capacity, either poverty or 
riches, gain or loſs is abſolutely needful to re- 
gulate thy duty unto a right affecting of thy 
heatt, and advance of thy ſpiritual intereits : 
Look over the Day-book of thy heart and - 
life every night, poſting all thy Accompts on 
the large Book of thy Conſcience, and take 
ſome ſpecial time for a more full ſurvey of thy: 
ur | Soul and State for Eternity z this will be of 
rith | £00d uſe to further Soul-thriving. "PR GEV 
ing Secondly, If you would proſper 
ing |Souls, be much and inighty with God in 
hen | Prayer: *Tis ſaid of UVzziah, that he ſought 
ks, | God in the days of Zechariah, who had as 4 
nuſt | fanding in the Viſions of God, and as long as be 
hey |/ought the Lord, God made him to proſper, 2 Chron. 
they| 26- 5- Right Prayer is a wonderful way to Soul- 
caſt]<arichings: He (faith one) can never be poor 
therſ that can pray well : One reaſon why this King 
ſider ofpered as long as he ſought the Lord, w: 
you [2Y this means he came to the Y7ſrons of God, ani 
auſe]that help'd him to take a right way to pug 
4.4.4 fity. By Prayer you adviſe with God, what 
1 kl courſe to take towards mercy - *tis your Ephod' 
+ther| dy which you ask Connſel of God where to-go 
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to ſhun danger, and what to do to carry on 
Duty, and obtain Mercy,F Sam. 2. 6. 9- Chap. 
30. 7. and by Prayer you procure and get out 
the Graces and Supplies you need, 1 Chron. 4-10, 
And Jabeſh called on the God of Iſrael, ſaying, 
O that thou wouldſt bl:ſs me indeed, and cnlarge 
my Coaſts, and that thine hand might be with me, 
and that thou wouldeſt keep me from evil, that it 
may not grieve me : and God granted him that 
he requeſted. ©. Prayer brings down the Spirit, 
ſometimies inſenſible and almoſt intolerable 
meaſures thereof. When that precious Seryant 
of the Lord Mr. Bruce in Scotland (of whom 
King Fames ſaid he was worthy of the halt of 
his Kingdom) had ſadly repreſented the Chur- 
ches Caſe, then under eminent danger, there 
was ſuch a ſenſible down-pouring of the Spirit, 
that they could hardly contain themſelves; yea, 


an unuſyal motion on thoſe who were in other 


parts of 'the houſe, not knowing the cauſe of it 
at that time. O what great things did Abra- 
ham, Facob, Moſes, Fehoſhaphat, Samuel, Elyah, 
and other Servants of God get out of the hand 
of God! Luther was a mighty man in Prayer, 
"tis faid of him, he could get of God what he 
would, (z) nothing is too hard for Faith and 
Prayer, becauſe it ſeeks nothing_but what God 
is willing to ſpare, and hath promiſed to give: 
Labour to get a mighty Spirit of Prayer ;, the 
Gift of Prayer will not do, it muſt be the Spi- 
ritZof Prayer, which is a pure, and heart- 
cleaning Wt, and cannot dwe'i] with the 
leaſt regarded Sin: Gifts of Prayer with na- 

(n) Tlle vir potwit quod woluit, * 
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tural affetions may be mighty on the Spirits of | 


men, but are no way prevailing with God for 
the Bleſſing : Tis faid of Naaman, he was. 4 
nughty man in wvalour, but he was a Leper, 
2 King 5-1. So there are ſome that ſeem 
mighty men in Prayer and can wonderfully 
raite the affections of others; pray like Angels, 
but all the' while are Zepers, under. the ruling” 
power of ſome ſecret luſt; . pride, paſſion, co- 
vetouſneſs, uncleanneſs, and the like, which 
they hide under their Tongue ; but ſach are far 
from this "mighty power of Prayer, - which 
brings down the Spirit on their own hearts or 
others. Ah Chriſtians! if you would —_—_ 


et 


in f get and improve the Spirit of Grace 
and Supplication, $I 
Thirdly, Another thriving way 1s to engage 
God with you in all your —— PT was 
this made 'Zoſeph ſo proſperous in all he did ; 
God was with him. Ger: 39. 23. Becauſe the 
Lord was. with him: and that which he did, he 
made it to' proſper : 2. Sam. 5. 10.'. And David 
went 0n,and grew great, and the Lord God of | Hits 
was with him. *T was not: his Wiſdom, Valour, | 
nor any means he-uſed, but the gracious pre= - 


lo great: "This made Solomon to profper; 

2 Chron.'22, 11. Now my Son, the Lord'be with 
thee, and proſper thee. When perſons loſe the 
gracious preſence of God, they ſoon find 'an; al- 
teration, and'begin to wither and decay in their 
ſoul comforts and proſperity : 'Thou' didff\ ide 

thy Fate, | ant 1. was troubled, Pſal. 30. '6. Tron-. 
bled like s withered flower, that loſeth Jap" id 
| & Cc | VILOKT \ 
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ſence of God with him that made him to' grow- : _-E : 
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'Vigour, [Mr. Leigh.] Jonah ſoon found a change 
.1 Vis Soul; it 6 CC ON. ore, 
| "when once he fled from the preſence of God: | 

He never had a good day after he iolt the pre- 
ſence of God, but Storms, Tempeſts, Shipwrack 
of Peace, ſafety and proſpctity, and a caſting in- 

4 tothe dceps of diſtreſs, and ruining dangers, 

Fongh. 1. 3, 10. Ah Chriſtians! as you love 
| 4 your ſouls, and your ſpiritval welfare, take heed 
| of loſing God's gracious preſence ; whoſe com- 

1 pany ſoever you loſe, keep the Lord's preſence 
with you ; abide with him, and he will abide 
{ with you : 2 Chron. 15. 2. The Lord 4s with you 
while you, be with him; and if you. ſeek, bim, he 
| will be found of you : Put away the unclean thing, 
7 and he will dwell in you, and walk, in you, 2 Cor. 

' 6.16, Love him, and keep his commandments, 

; , andhe will take uphis abode with you, Foh. 14. 
| 2z- Content not you ſelves with any priviledge 
| except you have God with you: If thy preſence 
| go not with us, carry us not up hence, Exod. 33.15. 
1 proteſt (faith Mr. Bruce, when wreſtling for the 
preſence pf God with him in his going to 
| preach) mill not go except tho go with me. 
4 Fourthly, Follow the counſel of God, if you 
rap 4" _ ry _ and way of (29 : 
ſh. 1.8. This book of the Law ſhall not depart 
out of. thy mouth, byt thon ſhalt Laos 30s 
dny and might, that thou mayeſt obſerve ta do ac- 
\ Cording to all that is written therein, for then 
0K 


| ſhals makg thy way preſperaus, and then thou 
has have good fe mw 38, 20. Obey, I be- 
ſeech, thee, rhe waice of the Lord which I ſpeak. 


. Anta thee}, ſo it ſhall be well unto thee, andihy - 
a 
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ſhalt live. | One cauſe'why men 'ptoſpet no'nidte 
inReligion, is, that little conſcience they-make 
of doing the.will. of God : men hear, but for- 
get the word ; qthers know their Lord's will, 
but prepare not. themſelves to'do'it;” We live” 
in an age of notions, not of motion'after Gbd;'? 
like "men thar fee Countries in'a Map, but &te' | 
not to travel into them z bareknowledge pleas" 
ſerh' moſt: Mens zeal atter truth, is like Abſu-' 
lam's love to his Father David, only to ſee him; 
not” to ſerve him: 2 Sam. 14. 32. Let me ſee 
the King's face;, which he no ſooner did, but 
conſpired againſt him : So moſt care for no more 
thati to'beholdtrath, notto dwell with it 3' and 
hence "ris thar proſperity is fucha ſtranger to 
them : * Twas not direCtions con|dheal Nanmarr 
of his leproſy; but obedience; he was never 
the better till he followed' the Prophet's coun-/ 


fel, and waſhed in Fordan : that which made the 


ground rain'd. upon, to be nigh to curſing, was 
not bringing forth fruit meet. for them, by whom 
*twas dreſſed, Heb. 6.8. Do not. only ſeek. af- 
ter, but walk after the truth, -if 'ybu think to- 
proſper in Religion; 7am. t. zg. The doers'of 
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 Fruvtful: 1 fear 1 ſhall be atlaſt cut down, and 


bundled for the. fire. 


| "Sol. Firſt, Thou mayeſt thrive in Religion, 
and;not know it for a Seaſon; thy profiting may 
be;. though.not appear : The Tradeſman may 


bring home gain.in; bis Purſe,, though untold: 


men know not. their - gettings till they caſt up 
hn Accounts.:. thy prolperity- may be as a 
casked Jewel,and Friend ——_ diſguiſe. If you 
 wauld eſtimate your advantage, ſurvey your 
ſelyes, compare. your preſent with your former 


ſtate ; what were you ? what are you ? ſpeak 


out. ſoul: was. there not a time when thou 
wert blind, 'thau.couldelt ſee: no evil in fin, nor 
excellency in grace? but now thy eye is open- 
ed, and.things appear otherwiſe to thy Soul 
than they did: Now there is nothing ſo vile as 
thy. wicked heart,. and waics; and nothing ſo 
defirable” as Chriſt and holineſs. aft 
.; Thou wert ance dead in An, thou did"ſt not 
feel or fear any hurt in it, or danger by it, hut 


now 'tis otherwiſe -, thou canſt not ſin, but thy © 


Cogſcience-ſmitesthee : nor. God threaten, hut 


it affrights thee thy quick-ey'd Conſcience ſoon 


eſpies the leaſt failing in thy duty, falſeneſs in 
thy heart, or.errour in thy life; and, as a Ser- 
jeant arreſts thee, and hales thee to the Judg. 
Thou could'ſt formerly live without God, and 
be as ſtill as the dead body in the.Grave, and the 
burning brand in the Fire: but now as a Bone 
out.of joynt,thou art reſtteſs till in Communion 
with him: | remembred God and was. trou- 
\bled, Pſal. 77.3 .- FI 2 V 
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' Thou | 
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with it, and ſin againit God, Ger. 39. 9+ Com- 
Ag of 
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' Thou wert gone out of the way ; yea an Ene. 


my. tothe way.of life, turn'd afide to the flock 
of his Comapnion, and didſt turn again,and rend 
thoſe that were of them. But now thou art 
folded with the flocks of Chriſt, and feedeſt be- 
ſides the Shepherds Tents, Carr. 1. 8. Thy foot 
hath held his ſteps, and thou eſteemeſt the 
word of his mouth more than thy neceſſary 
food, Fob 23. 11, 12. v 


Object. But may not an Hypccrite go ſo far, and - 
all this be no more than achange from darkneſs 

| to Conſcience-lioht , and from Sin to Common 
Grace. . 


Sol. Common light cannot ſee a defirableneſs 
in Chriſt for himſelf, nor bring the ſoul to count 
all things droſs and dung to win him, andoh- 
tain the excellency of the knowledg of Chriſt 
as thy Lord; bur faving light ſees one Chriſt 
worth ten thouſand Worlds, and quits alt' to 
take him, Phil. 3.8. 

Common light ſees noevil in Sin; but Gmilt, 
and Torment, loſs of Comfort, and ſenſe of 
Puniſhment, 'Gey. 4. 13. but true Grace, when in 
exerciſe, loaths Sin when it pretends Love; and 
flies from Sin when it makes largeſt proffers,; 
and fears Sin when it ſees no danger, when there 
is no breach on preſent comfort feeled; or dan- 
ger of future miſery feared, Tir. 2. 11. 12- The 
gracious ſoul, like Foſeph, when tempted with 
flattery, ſecur®d with ſecreſie, purſued with reft- 
leſs importnnity to wickedneſs, yet cannot clofe 
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mon light can dwell with works of darknefs, 
andconſiſt with an unſanctified - heart and life, 
2 Pet. 2, 1,2. Common light and luſt never fall 
Qut.but when it awakens conſcience, or weakens 
mntereſts : but ſaving grace cannot bear ;thar 
which is evil, Rey. 2.2. or ever be brought to: 
atreaty with ſin, . in order to an agreement, 
Gal. 5. 17. but, with Sarah, can never be. at 
Teſt till the bond-woman and her ſon be turn'd 
out of door, Gen. 21. 10. common grace may 
þe offended ar fin, but never hates fin; there is 
No contrariety founded in their nature or dif- 
terence, but what may upon terms be made up, 
Luke'23. 12. Andifit ſeems to have an indig- 
nation againſt ſin, yet *tis not againſt every fin, 
andatall times, nor irreconcilableat any time : 
but faving grace hates the very bcing of fin, 
2 Cor. 7. 11. And as the Tyger flies at the very 
picture of a man, ſodoth Grace abhor the ap- 
pearance of evil: *Tis univerſal ' againſt the 
whole ſpecies, and every kind of fin; an enmity 
founded in the nature of grace, and therefore 
irreconcilable, Pſal. 139. 22. andderived from 
the riches of grace, Pſ. 97. 10. and greatneſs 
of redemption-loye : It cannot be reconciled 
to ſin, becauſe ſin cannot be reconciled to grace, 
or admit of any love to, or enjoyment of God; 
-, but ſtill interrupts the ſonl's tranquility, holi- 
—_— pleaſure in God, his chiefelt and only 
800d. | 

Again, Common light can live without ſpe- 
cial acquaintance with God, Eph. 2. 13. [afar 
of,) if it. can have peace, beraule its Countrey 


1s douriſhed by the Kipgs Countrey, A.3 7:58 
| al 
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and its welfare depends upon divine pleaſure, 


*isall it looks for : but ſaving grace gets with- 
in the veil, Heb. 6. 19. approaches the mercy- 
ſear, where it converſes with God. To be cal- 
led by his name will not content grace; no, 
nor to eat his bread, and wear his rayment, ex- 
cept it enjoys his bed alſo: it longs for intimate 
communion with God, Pſ.:l. 101. 2. O, wher 
wilt thou come wito me? It loves the Bride- 
chamber, cloſer, and ſecret corners with him; 
never tainking it ſelf near enough to, or long 
enough with him, | 


Obj- But change from nature to grace,is not growth 
in grace : thou;h ] may have received the for- 
mer rain, andreaped the firſt fruits of the Spi- 
Tit, yet [ fear I have not the latter ram, and 
after fruits of grace : waterings and dreſſings 
do not make me fruitful, or feedings make me 
grow : andthat's the caſe you inſiſt on. 


Sol. 1. There may be fruit, though not ap- 
pearing; and growth, though unſeen : Chriſt 
hath under-ground-fruit, which many not ſpring 
up to thy own view, or others, Pf. 88. 5. [Free 
among the dead, as berries hid among the leaves, 
which cannot be ſe:a till winter-ſtorms or ſha- 
king times come-: thou mayeſt thrive more 
inwardly than outwardly, and be like the win- 
dows of the Temple, wide within, and narrow 
without ; you may grow more inthe truth and 
parts of grace, though leſs in the fruitsof grace 
for a ſcaſon; thy ſincerity may be more, though 
thy ſhews be leſs; you may grow more down- 
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ward in humility, ſelf-abaſement, ſorrow fer 
ſin, thongh not upward in joys ard bloſſoms of 
comfort thou mayeſt grow more out of thy 
ſelf, and into; Chriſt as the root 8f all thy grace, 
and foundatiqn of thy ſoul-reſt, though not into 
ſenſible frames and workings of grace. Art 
thou more ſenſible of thy own nothingneſs ? 
thy heart-deceitfulneſs ? ſelf-ſufficiency ? in- 
ward diſorders? ſoul-wants ? finfulneſs ? hy- 
pocriſie ? barrenneſs ? then thou profiteſt, Rom. 
7. 18. Art thou more jealons of thy heart 
every day, 2 Cor. 9. 27? more weary of thy 


ſelf ? and longing after Chriſt ? havinga higher 


valuation of his excellency, and greater breath- 
ings after his quickning ſpirit, and delighting 
preſence, Phjl. 3. 8? thisis profiting. 

Secondly, It may be thy concluſion ſprings 
from go ra. ; thou mayeſt be for haſty 
fruit, not allowing time for its growth and ma- 
turity. The Husbandman waits for the precious 
fruits of the Earth, Fam. 5. 7. before he can 
enjoy them, or eſtimate their worth: Thy 
hopes, labours and profit may be buried under 
the Clods for a while : We cannet ſow andreap 
(ſaith one) #2 a day: The more excellent and 
durable the fruit is, the longer is it before it 
comes to maturity; rare ripe Fruits are ſoon 
Totten : Hypocrites bloſſoni a-pace, and caſt 
their Leaves as faſt, Mar. 13. 21. Though tis 
matter of ſhame, that thoſe Trees which have 
leſs Earth, and leaſt nouriſhment, ſhould grow 
faſteſt, yet the reaſon is, they take up no time 
in getting root, and growing downward ; and 
hence all their growth is outward. 
| | Third- 
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- Thirdly, It may be 'rtis a Winter time with 
thy ſoul; the Sun of Righteouſneſs is withdrawn 
from thee, and thy lightſome days are gone, 
Cant. 2. 11, 12. The Comforter that ſhould 
have relieved thy ſoul, is far from thee, Lam. 
1. 16. It may be thou haſt ſinn'd away his warm- 
ing preſence,and loſt thy firſt ſpring; hence "tis 
the flowers do not appear: Yet here's thy 
comfort, though thy Winter be not a time of 
fruit, yet God will make it to thee a time to- 
ward fruitfulneſs. | 


Advice 2. 

2, You that have any good Trading for 
Heaven, be exhorted to enlarge your Trade ; 
drive a greater Trade of zodlineſs every day, as 
men that proſper in the World do; they build 
larger Barns, fairer Houſes, greater Shops, get 
more Goods, buy more Land, and widen the 
bounds of their intereſts: So ſhould you Chri- 
ſtians, if God bleſs your heavenly ſubſtance, and 
proſper your ſouls; if the gain of godlineſs come 
in, lay it outto greaten godlineſs, as biting Ufu- 
rers do, take uſe uponuſe; convert your get- 
tings into your Trade ; put your incomes into 
bank, and your bleſſings into ſtock, trading on 
them. Think 

Firſt, on the ſmalneſs of thy firſt ſtock, and 
thy low eſtate at thy ſetting up, A Syrian ready 
to periſh, Deut. 26. 5. thy grace was ſmall, a 
grain of Muſtardſeed, ar. 1 3. 31. thy capaci- 
ty is weak, a new-born Babe, 1 Per. 2. 3. You 
began with one Talent, ' and have you not reaſon 
to improve it? you were the feweſt of all 

people 
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eople, Deut. 7- 7. TI taught Ephraim alſo to go, 
tag him by the arm, "Ho CUT. 3. as 2 lice 
weak Child; «4 dry tree, Pſal. 56. 3. a tender 
Plant, Iſa. 53. 2. which need addicion. 

Secondly, Conſider what a poor Trade moſt 
men drive for Heaven this day ; few that feck 
the things that are Chriſt's, and make Religion 
their bufineſs. All men ſeek their own things; 
the multitude of Profeſſours, as well as gthers, 
wonder after this beaſt the World: We may 
fay of Religion, as the Prophet did of Sion - This 
is godlineſs which no man ſeeketh after, Fer. 30.17 
Few [ſraclites, in whom there is no guile few 
Noahs, perfet in their generatien, walking with 
wes; ew Calebs,who fulfill after God. Moit mcns 

ligion lies in notion, profeſſion, taikings, 
frames, priviledges, going to Meetings, getting 
into Churches; but few make conſcience of 
their words and waies, their promiſes and du- 
ties; few ſecond-table men and women, that 
cauſe their light ro ſhine before men; and as 
Zachary and Elizabeth, walking in all the com. 
—_ and 1_y war of God blameleſs, Luke 1. 6. 
dong juſtly, ſhewing mercy, and walking bumbl 
ary, fy, , Ack. 58 viſiting > ag} Ws "lf. 
and widow in their afflittion, and keeping them- 
ſelves unſpotted from the world, Fam. 1. 27. And 
ſhould not this provoke thy zeal for the Lord 
of Hoſts, to ſee the Altars of Religiqn down, 
and ſo few friends of godlineſs left, and ſtir up 
thy holy ambition to excel and do more for 
God than athefs ? It would arguea braye ſpirit, 
and be a worthy attempt to offer a lift at fan 
godlineſs, with thy life as well as Ip, and by the 
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' Taiſed ſpleadour of thy holy converſation, as a 


City 6h a hill, to .provoke others to an imita- 
tion, ſaying, Come xp hither. | ; 
Think alfo what an excellent Trade the Saints 
and Angels in Heaven drive,who have their por- 
tion IN hand, and dwell in the City of the great 
King, whoarealwaies receiving andrenderin 
drivinga whole Trade for God,above all hazar 
and interruptions : They alway behold their 
Farher's face, and ſerve him day and night in 
his Temple, with palms in their hands, with 
ſongs in their mouths, and their Crowns at his 
feer, and how far you are beneath theſe glo- 
rious Merchants. Think what a breadth you 
have yet to fill up in godlineſs, and what ad- 
vances you muſt make in holineſs, before you 


can get up to their pitch, and have a place 


amongſt them that ſtand by, Zach. 3.7. andis 
it not time yet to build the houſe of God ? Hag. 
1. 2. and that you haſten to your work, and raile 
higher ſtories for Godevery day, preſling after 
greater meaſures of grace, til] you cometo the 
fulneſs of the ſtature of Chriſt, and thoſe per- 
fections of glorified Saints and Angels ? 

' Fourthly, When will you be fic for a retarn 
into your own Countrey, and a comfortable ac 

count of your Stewardlhip, if you be io flothful 
and contracted in your Heavenly Trade? when 
will your ſhips be loaden, and your ſacks full for 
a departure hence, if you trade at ſuch a rate, 
and attend yout ſoul-thrivings no better ? your 
Treaſure is deep, and calls for more digging ; 


| fo Crown is afar off, and requires faſter run- 


3 your Reward is large, greatct enlarge- 
ments 
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ments of labours are needful t6 meeten you for 


it. O think how far glory is above all your pro- | 


portions of grace and duty ; and what need you 
have to preſs after more enlargedneſs in your 
ſouls, and ſuitableneſs for your eltate above. 
Fifthly, The greater Trade you drive for Hea- 
ven, the leſs trouble; ?ris not ſo in earthly 
Trades; there the more work, the more wea- 


rineſs ; but Religion carries refreſhment in its - 


work. John 4. 34. My meat is to do the will of 
him that ſent me, and to finiſh his work, Prov. 
3-17. Her waies are waies of pleaſantneſs, and 


all her paths are peace. O thee ſweetneſs and . 


delicate pleaſure which vigorous purſuits 
of holineſs afford ! Cant. 2. 3. 1 ſate under his 
ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet 
ro my taſte. If perſons intermeddle not with the 
joy of godlineſs, *tis becauſe they neglect the 
work of it; they eatnot the Kernel, becauſe 
they break not the Shell; Chriſt's myrrh is to 
be gathered, and his Honey eaten with the ho- 
ney-comb, which muſt be ſqueezed out ere ea- 
ten, Cant. 5. 1. Rabbi Solomon takes the Comb 
"IP, for a Cane, (z) out of which the Honey 
is ſucked, or the Sugar bayled out. They that 
will eat Chriſt's pleaſant bread, muſt work hard 
for it ; his Idlers have none of his dainties ; the 
greater the labour, the ſweeter is the reſt. The 
Lord's way is not tireſom, unleſs to fleſh and 
blood: the more you run in it, the leſs weary. 
Iſa. 40. 31. They ſhall run, but not be weary, walk,but 
rot faint : And though they ſhould be weary in 
(n) Pro canng in qua ſit mel quod exugatur abjefta can- 
ns, Mercer, ; 


well 
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well doing, through their carnal ſloth, yet they 


are not weary of it. 

Sixthly, The greater Trade, the richer; ?tis 
not always ſo. in worldly employments; . men 
= labour in vain, and fit downin ſorrow, but, 
godlineſs is profitable for all thirgs, Iſa. 5:5. 2. 
1 Tim. 4. 8, And the heavenly Trade brir.gs in 
the true Treaſure, as I have already ſhewn; and 
the more employment the more profit, 

Seventhiy, The larger Trade you drive. for 
Heaven, the more you have of that honour that 
comes down from Heaven, Rem. 2. 10. Glory 
and honour , and peace to cyery one that worketh 


| 2004. The greater Trade, the greater Riches, and 


the greater Riches the greater Reputation : The 
rich hath many Frierds, Prov. 14. 20. The greater 
Trade you drive for Heaven, the greater regard 
70u have from God; the more of his preſence 
1s with you, his delight in you,and bleſſing upon 
you ; the Spouſes growth and fruitfulneſs, was 
much taking upon the hearr of Chriſt. How fair 
and how pleaſaiit art thou, O Tove for deirghts.! 
Cant. 7. 6,7- This thy ſtature «s like to a Palm 
tree, and thy Breaſts to Cluſters of Grapes. The 
Palm-tree is. an emblem of growth and fruit- 
fulneſs; the more it is . oppreſt, the more it 

rows, and no Tree more fbiful > tis called 
aciovaa0, alway having leaves: Naturalilts ſay, 
tis never without leaves and fruit > when ſome 
fryit is, ripe (as . Pliny tells, us) other fruic 
is growing It hath Leaves in the higheſt 
Branches, ,whereyer the ſweet ſap comes (faith, 
Alſted") Tis a Tree that's exceeding profitable; 
ſome reckon three hundred andixty advantages 
WE | | ; that 
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, that this Palm-cree yields, (oYand hence the E- 

ans make it a. ſymbole of the Solar year, 
which conſiſts of three hundred ſixty five daies : 
and its fruit is wonderfully reſtorative and non- 
riſhing, repairing the decayed ſtrength, and ra- 
dical moiſture of man's body, Alſted; Theol. Mar. 
and therefore a fit metaphor to expreſs the 
. Churches fruitfulneſs, in which the Lord Jeſus 
takes ſuch great delight ; he gets up early ro 
the Vineyard, to fee if the Vine flouriſh, whe- 
ther he tender grape appear, and the Pome- 
granate bud forth, Cant. 7. 12. So delightful is 
© the view ofa flouriſhing people unto Chriſt : The 


more youthrive in grace, the more will you- 


have ofChriſts company; and that's honourable: 
Eighthly, The ' greater Trade you drive for. 


Heaven, the more uſeful you are while on * 


Earth; the larger capacities you have to do 
good to others, atid to ſerve your generation, 
which is a bleſſed thing: *75s more bleſſed to give 
than to receive, Afts 20. j5- 1 Tim. 6. 17, 18, 
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, that' they 
be ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. The 
/ Ticher you are in grace, the more able you are td 
do good,and not only able, but the more willing 
ſo. The reaſon Chriſtians have no more heart 
odo good, and to communicate, is theit ſoul- 
rty ; they are not rich in grace, they have 
little ſpiritual Treaſate, little grace to com- 

/ municate; their hands are ſhut, becauſe their 
Hearts are empty ; but the more divige trea- 


(0) In ſruftaum jam maturorum lecum alli. frofins codam 


In loco Fcadem parte ftatim ſuccedunt, Plin 
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jure.you bave, the mare ready will yoy be to 
do good, and to Jay out, both yaur out ward and 
inward riches. O how uſeful may rich men be 
in the places where they live, if God givethem 
hearts todo it ! and how helpful may fuch be 
in this" day of Toul wants, who are encrealed 
with ſpiritual goods? there arc many  uty 
poverijhed ſouls this day who are ready tg 
periſh for want of light, peace and comfort, 
perplexed with dqubts, darkneſs, and diſtxeſling 
tears, and have none to help them. O hay rc- 
freſhing, in ſuch a day of ſoul-exigences, way! 

it be... to have ſome rich neighbours among 
them, ſome proſperous Fobs / Who wath-huld net 
the poor from their deſire, nor cauſe the cyes of the 
Widew to fail, Job. 31. 16, 17, 19. Who would 


] 4rawforth their ſcul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the 


affiifted ſoul, Wa. 53.10. Who conld rot eat their 
morſel alene, cr ſee the poor to periſh for want of 
cloathing : To be eyes to the blind, axd feet to the 
lame, Job 29-15- .To ſpcak, a word in fſeaſen to 
him that is weary, ana to comfort others with the 
ſeme comforts they have received of God. Chriltt- 
ans, wake haſte to be » ich in grace, that ye may 
be rich in good works; that ye may.calt in 
much into the Lord's tieaſury, Mark. 12.41. , 
and out of ycur abundarce calt into the offer- © 
ings of God, Lube 31. 4. They ſtouldthe blel- 
ſing of the pcor, thzt, yas ready.to. periſh come 
vpon. you, Feb 29. 13. 2rd the frnit of well 
doing be your ſayoury meat, on which the Loxd 

would daily fec dyeur:: M2; © 163 $22} rvuC) { «1 
Ninthly, Theegreater Trade yon-drive for 
Heaven row, the greater will your effate in 
Heaven 
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is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs ;, which 


the Lord, the righteous Tudge, will give me at that. 


day; and not to me only, but to all that love his 
appearing. To me, who have run my Race, 
finiſh'd my Courſe, and kept the Faith': To me, 
who have wrought hard in the Vineyard, and 
traded diligently for Heaven in the World: For 
me, yea for all ſuch as enlarge their Heavenly 
Trade, is laid up dwwumi, (as Parents do Por- 
tions for their Children, ſaith Zanchy) a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs : glory ſutable to their improv- 
ments of grace; called a Crown to note its ex- 
cellency ; and of Righreouſneſs, to note its equi- 
ty : It ſhall bear a proportion to all that grace, 
labours and faithfulneſs that is in Saints; ard 
infinitely beyond it. A far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of Glory, 2. Cox. 4. 17. God will 
not leave out the leaſt item of the Saints right 
inthe great day of Rightcouſneſs; A Cup of cold 
Water > alittle Meal tothe Prophet Eliſha; a mite 
in the Treaſury ;, a deſire to build God®s houſe : all 
ſhall be remembred in that day - Mercy gives 
the Crown, but Juſtice fits it for the over- 
comer's head. God crowns (ſaith Beds) (p) bis 
own gifts, not thy mercies: He firſt gives grace in 
the time of mercy, and then crowns it in the day 
of Fudgment : And is not this argument enough ? 
yea conſtraint on an ingenious heart, to labour 
after the greateſt latitude of holineſs? Isnot 
Heaven enough to requite all thy duties and 
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(p) Dona ſus corenat non merita tua, Donavit hac tem- 
pore Miſericordie, coronabir la tempore judicri, Beda in 
ic. | 


hard- 
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hardſhips on Earth ? Whar's enough, (faith one) 
if Rome be counted little? (4) So what can be 
counted great, if Heaven be ſmall,and not price 
enough for all thy holy ſtrivings, and utmoſt 
progreſs in the way of life ? 

O attend your proficiericy in this heavenly, 
Trade ! yaur hearts and hands can never be too 
deep in the concerns of this upper world ; in 
this you can never be too covetons : 1 Coy. 
12. 31. Covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts, (r) 
Take heed of putting itands and limits to your 
holineſs - ( the courſe of all unſanCtified 
ſouls : In this only is it lawful to remove the 
ancient bounds, and enlarge your ſpiritual in- 
heritance, as far as poſlible; Reaching forth to- 
the things that are before, © and preſſing forward 
ro the mark. for the price of the high calling of God 
m Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. 2. 13, 14. Nothing undoes 
Profeſſors like toſtinting their meaſures of ho- 
lineſs, and contenting themſelves with preſent 
attainments; af they can get to ſuch a pitch of 
Light, Grace, and Comfort, as will ſecure their 
falvation and preſent welfare,they ſit dawn, and 
g0no further : this makes formaliſts and ſtarve-: 
lings in Religion: Speak wnto the Children of 
Iſrael that they go forward, Exod. 14. 15. is God's 
charge on his people in their paſſage to the 
heavenly Canaan: Be adding to your Faith Ver- 
tne, &c, 1 Pet. 1.5. The greatelt $kill-in this 
holy Arithmetick lies in Addition and Multi- 
plication. Be ſtill enlarging your ſtore, get in 
more choice of Heavenly Wares, greater quan- 
(q) Quid ſatis eff fi Roma parum, (v) ZnauTs, modis 
omnibus fudis, prectbus conſequi annim ni, 


titties, 
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tities, and more coltly Goods-and be putting 
oft more and more Goods, as you have oppor- 
unity; ſeeing great is not only your preſent ad- 
vantage, but your reward in Heaven alſo, Mar. 
FJ- 12. 


Advice 3. 

Thirdly, You that have good times for Tra- 
ding now, make Proviſion for bad times; Lay 
in. for Changes: be not like the Graſhopper, 
that ſpends her All in Summer, and when the 
Winter comes, ſtarves. Every Summer hath its 
Winter ; North-winds have their ſeaſon to blow 
on Chriſt's Garden, as well as the South, Carr. 
4+ 16. Good and evil have their turns with 
Chriſtians in this life: *Tis only the Dzveſes 
that have their good things in this life; here 
have the Saints no continuing City, Heb. 13. 4- 
Created Comforts, whether ſpiritual or carnal, 
have their ſhakings and removes : Heb. 12. 27. 
And this word yet once more ſignifies the removing 
of thaſe things that are ſhaken, as of things that 
are made \, that thoſe things which cannot be ſha- 
ken, may remain. Thelite of Believersis made 
up of vicifſitudes ; with Naomi, now full, then 
empty, Ruth 1. 21. like Ships in their paſlage 
to their Port,now they have cal ms, then ſtorms; 
none but wicked, and they not atways neither, 
are exempted from their changes in this life, 
Pſal. 55.19. *T was aterrour in David's appre- 
henſtons, which he ſoon ſaw to his coſt, that 
his mountain was made fo ſtrong, it ſhould not 
be moved. Pſal. 30.6. IT ſaid, inmy proſperity, 
I ſhall never be moved: Lord, by thy faveur, thou 
haſt made my mountain to ſtand ſireng = 
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 did't hide thy Face, and Twas troubled. Proſperity 
and Affiiftion have their different ſares and - 


thoughts: Think of thy molt promiling ſtate 
here; thoush this be a beautiful ſtrufture, yet *tis 
but a Tabernacle: Sin pats wheels on every con- 
dition below, and makes them moveable : What: 
that Ambaſſador ſaid to the Romans, who hoalt- 
ed of the h2ighth and ſtrength of their Walls ; 
they were not * ſo high, but ſin could bring then 
down, may be ſaid' of the moſt flouriſhing con- 
dition of Saints in this Worid : Is thy ſtore full 
now? a ſpending time may come: Dzonyfias 
the ſecond, had four hundred Ships, an Army of 


one hundred thouſand foot, nine thouſand horſe, and 
the richeſt Magazine of any Prince, and yet lived + 


to loſe all. Chriſtians have their ſpending as well 


As getting times, and ſhould lay in for times of 


need. 
There are four ſpecial ſeaſons when gracious 
ſouls will have need of all their ſtore to relieve 
them. 
Temptation, 
Times of 3 Dem: 
| Afietiov. And 
The time of Death. | 
Firſt, Times of Tetnptation are ſpending 
times, and call for great ſuccovrs to be laid in 
againſt ſuch ſeaſons. Firſt, . Becauſe ſuch times 
are certain to Believers, they will come. Pal. 
iT, 5. The Lord tryeth the righteous: There's ne- 
ver a gracious Soul, but Toe time or_other the 
Lord rryeth it, either -immediately by. his Spt- 
rit, or mediately by Aﬀiictions or Temptations 
frommen or devils. Tie ApoBle EIFS, every 
'- IQ S man 
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man is tempted. Fames 1. 14. But every man is 
- tempted when he is drawn aſide of his own luſt and 
enticed. The beſt of men (ſaith one) are tempted, 
and that when they are at the beſt. | Capell of 
Temptation. ] Adam in Paradiſe, Gen. 3.6. Solo- 
mon after God had twice ,appeared to him, 


1 King 11. 9. Fob after the Evidences of his: 


Uprightaeſs before God, and Religious Duties, 
Fob 1. 1,5. Peter after he had made a confel- 
fion of Chriſt, and entered into Covenant.never 
to be offended at him, Mar. 26. 33. Yea Chriſt 
himſelf after his Baptiſm, and the Spirit's reſting 
on him as a Dove, and the Father's owning of 
him by an audible voice from heaven, Marth. 
3- 17. chap. 4. 1. He (faith the former Author) 
that thinks heis fo good that he ought not to be 
tempted, and ſo ſtrong, that he need not fear to be 
tempted, bath need of a temptation, that by expe- 
rience in himſelf, he might prove what he ought to 
have found in the World, that of onr ſelves we have 
no ſtrength. Capell. 
Four things make temptations unayoidable to 
gracious ſouls : 
1. God's good pleaſure. 
2. Satan's Rage. 
3- The Saints Corruption. 
4. And their Profit. | 
Firſt, *Tis God's good pleaſureto have them 
tryed: The fire ſball try every man's work, of what 
fort it is, 1Cor. 3. 13. whether it will bear the 
fire or no; hereby the excellency of his work, 
the greatneſs of his power appears, in the en- 
during graces of the Saints, and their ſtanding 
afterall. By this the Lord will confute the 
flanders 
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ſlanders of men and devils, who are ſtill charg- 
ing his people with hypocriſie, and falling away 
when tryal comes; Doth Job fear God for paught ? 
Fob 1. g. Put forth thine band now, and touch his 
bone and fleſh, and he will curſe thee to thy Face, 
Fob 2. 5. This 1s the uſual calumny of the Saints 
Enemies; to confute which, and prove them 
lyars, doth the Lord ſuffer his people to be 
tempted.'Tis his will and purpoſe that all his 
people ſhould be tryed; and therefore tis un- 
avoidable. 

Secondly, Suchis Satan's rage, he cannot al- 
waies keep his Fingers from them; if he lets 
them alone, *ris but for a ſeaſon. Luke 4. 13. 
When the Devil had ended all the temptations, he 
departed from him for a Seaſon. 1s Satan bulie? 
then his work is not done; haſt thou any reſt ; 
'tis becauſe his tempting-time is not come : he 
isa roaring Lyon, and cannot reſt from ſecking 
to deyqur, though he forbears attempting to 
deyour for a ſeaſon, when it makes to his grea- 
ter advantage: Never expect freedom from 
temptation, till Satan's chain be ſhortened, or 
thy remoye withqut his reach obtained, Rev. 
20-2, 3. => | We” 

Thirdly, The Saints corrnptions expoſe them 


| to temptations ; Where the Carkaſs is, there the 


Eagles reſort, Mat. 24. 28. While the Saints have 
galPd backs they can expect no freedom from 
lies. If Sampſon be bound, the Philitines will 
be upon him. The caxſe of thoſe Sins 1s in us where- 
of the occaſion is from Satan, Capell. Tillthe 
fire of Hell be out in the Saints, the Devil will 


7 


not lay down his Bellows 3 where there is no 
ST ſin, 


Lg 
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ſin, there 1s no matter of Temptation to-worke 


on; as where there 1s no morbid matter, there 
contagion cannot ſo eaſily faſten, corruption 
keeps open the door for Satan; never look for 
Cn. from Satan, till you find - ceilation from 
im.” | þ 

 Fourthly, The profit, and good of gracious 
ſouls do neceſſitate it : By this means they come 
to ſee their own vileneſs; were itnot for Temp- 
tation, they could not ſce the greatneſs of their 
corruption: David,” Solomon, Hezekiah, Peter, 
did not think their heart was ſo abominable, 
till lefr to temptation, which ſtirs the mud, and 
brings up the bottom tothe top:; and this helps 
to: abafe them, and make them more vile in 
their own eyes. By this alſo they ſee their own 


weakneſs, and their need of Chriſt; and are 


more effeftually brought out of themſelves to 
the Lord Jeſts for ſuccour and victory. And 
by Temptations from-Satan they come to be ac- 
quainted with his Devices, 2 Coy. 2- 11. and 
more $killd in his Wiles and Stratagems (no 


{mall advantage to one that is in a ſtate of war-. 


fare with him.) This way alſo doth the Lord 
winnow his Saints, and by theſe high Winds fan 
and Tleanſe them. Luke 22. 31. Satan hath de- 
fred to have you, that be may ſift you as Wheat, 
and brings them to more. confermity to their 
head, and to greater cſtabliſhment. in grace, 
which are glorious advantages to Believers, pro- 
miſed in the New Covenant, and this way; ac- 
compliſh'd, which makes Temptationsneceffary 
to Wiſdom's Merchants, and renders: it their 
great concern to lay jn-proviſion againit rhem: 


| 'Secqudly, 


- 
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 » Secondly, As Temptations are certain, and 


will come; 1o th2y are ſhaking when they come ; | 
they are part of that rain, flood and wind which 
did beat vehemently on the ſandy building, thar 
It fell, ar. 7. 27: Luke 6. 49, Temprations arc 
part of.the DeviPs Artillery,his fiery Darts and 
cruel Buftetings which none can bear without 
the whole Armour of God upon him ;, and then 
too, allthey can do is but to ſtand, Ephep. 6. 
v. 13,16, They are ſo potent and prevailing, 
as that none but ſuch as are in Chriſt can itand 
their ground under them. And in time of Temp- 
tation fall away, Luke 8. 13: Reccive the Word 
with joy, ſcem to love God, and delight in his 
waies for a Scaſon, till Temptations come to the 
purpoſe, and then fall away. There ave ſome 
Temptations. arc more cafie-to be born, bur 
when Satan ſets on a Soul with all his might, 
there's no ſtanding witnout divine ſnccour, and 
the Lord's opening a way to eſcape. Temptatian 
is reckoned amongſt the foreſt atfli&tions that 
the Saints do undergo, 1 Cer. 10.13. Heb. 2: 18. 
Heb. 11. 37, They were ſtoned, they were | ſawn | 
aſunder, they. were tempted, they were ſlain 'with 
the ſword. No ſuffering like temptaticns,- for 
they draw the ſoul to fin, which is more cruel 
than death toa Soul that loves Chriſt. - O Chri- 
ſtians, what need have we-then to be laying- in 
for an hour of Temptation, fecing it will ſurely 
come, .and feeing'it will be fo terrible when it 
comes !-:. 12. 

Get your ſelves well-furnifh*d-with Wiſdom, 
that you way. know Satan's Devices, that you 
may be able to diſtinguiſh between Temptation 
* Dd4 and 


7 
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and corruption, and able to anſwer the ObljeCcti- 
ons, and ſubtle reaſonings of Satan; you muſt 
have experience alſo to encourage your hope, 
and ſtrengthen your patience, that inſtances' of 
former relief in the like caſes may lift up. your 


head, and ſtrengthen your expectations in new | 


 Tryals alſo. You muſt lay in ſtore of Faith to 
guard your hearts, and ſhield your heads from 
the fiery darts of Satan; you muſt get your in- 


tegrity + cleared, and the uprightneſs of your | 


heart and way evidenced ; that's of great uſe 
alſo to bear np your Spirit under all his charges 
againſt you: -:Make much of every breathing of 
his: Spirit in you, -and take care you quench not 
-: any of his motions: God (faith one) doth often 
leave us to own Satan's ſuggeſtions for our own, be- 
Cauſe we do not own God in his holy motions and 
breathings. And have good Evidences of your 
intereſt in Chrift, and aſſvrance of his love to 
you,and aſſured help in the time of need raking 
ſpecial care to have Corruptions weakened, and 
a growing mortification in your ſouls; that ſo 
when Satan comes he may find nothing in you 
to faſten his temptations on : This calls for your 
provident care, to ſtore your ſouls againſt times 
of Tryal. - PT WA 
* Secondly, Times of deſertion are ſpending- 
times, - which will need a full ſtock, when the 
Lard doth hide his face, and withdraw the ſenſe 
of his love, and influence of his quickening pre- 
ſence : Thisthe Lord may do, and hath done; 
he hath left the dearly beloved of his ſoul ; gone 
from his habitation; compaſt himſelf about with 
acloud; left his Children in darkneſs as res 
TRECIET FER”: that 
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' that have been long dead. *Tis juſt with God 


(faith Mr. Cooper) jto deny us the comfort of our 
graces, when we deny him the glory of them. Iſa. 
45- 15. Ferily thou art a God that hideſt thy ſelf, 
O God of Iſrael the Saviour. Fob 23. 8, 9. Behold 
I go forward, but he is not there, and backward 
but cannot perceive him, on the left hand where he 
doth work,, but I cannot behold him; he hideth 
himſelf on the right hand that I cannot ſee him. 
Wa. 49..14. But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath for- 
ſaken me, my God hath forgotten me. This was 
one of the greateſt ſufferings on Chriſt, his ap- 
prehenſions of his Father's forſaking him, O God 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me * Mat. 27. 46. 
Here'was a total and final deſertion that our 
Lord Jeſus came under as to his ſenſe, and the 
eftetsof it ; he ſaw nothing of the comforts of 
the Divine preſence, to the laſt breath of life, 
but died in this darkneſs. Yerſe 50. Feſus when 


- he bad cryed againwith a loud woice (that is, as 


he had done, verſe 46.) he gave up the Ghoſt ;, 
and had no 'comfort to the laſt minute of life : 
And if God hath done ſo to the green tree how 
much” more may he to the dry? if he forfake 
his natural and onely beloved Son, he may ſurely 
hide himſelf from his Adopted Sons, even to 
their dying hour: And this is a condition full of 
conſternation and terrour : The Pana damnz, the 
loſs of God, and all good, 'is thought to be a 
far greater puniſhment to the damned, than all 
the puniſhment of ſenſe and torment. O the 
dreadful apprehenſions that good ſouls have 
had about God's forſaking them ! *Tis a Hell 
on Earth, and the beginning of theſecond death, 
COST CON to 
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to be under a real ſenſe of God's removal from 
the Soul, O the amazing dread, and conſuming 
terrour, that Fob, Aſaph, Heman, and others 
were hIPd with, by ſuch apprehentions of Gods 
withdrawment from them, and his wrath lying 
hard upon them / Soul, though now it be a time 
of light with thee, the Candle of the Lord 
ſhines upon thee thou'walkeſt in the light of 
his countenance, lyeſt in his boſom, and art 
dandled on his knee; yet may the days of dark- 
neſs bemany, and thy ſoul lie in the ſhadow of 
death, and under real apprehenſions of the 
Lord's departure from thee, and diſpleaſure 
againſt thee, and then thou wilt find need. of all 
the cordials, light and hope imaginable. O lay 


in ſure and unqueſtionable ſatisfaction about this / 


great Caſe ; that God is really and inſeparably 
yours; and under all your clouds, fears and 


guilt, think well of God. 'Ts hard (faith one) - 


ro think ill of our ſelves, and well of God at the 
ſame time. Store your ſelves with promiſes and 
experiences, with faith, hopeypatience, and eve- 
ry grace that may -bear you up in ſuch a -Iryal, 
and cordial your fainting heart under ſuch dan- 
gerous deliquiums, If God ſhould damne me 
(ſaith one) I have two arms, the one of faith, and 
the other of love, with which I would embrace him, 
and carry him with me, and his preſence would 
make Hell it ſelf a Heaven to me. 


Thirdly, Times of ſore affliction, and diſtreſ. 
ſing calamities, are -times, and will try. 


your ſtore of RED and ſrengeh to bear it, and 
to get through+i1it and ſuch .you may live to 
ſee: The Crols is the uſual way to the Crown, 

NT Tons oy” and. 
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and afhi&tion the lot of them ill live god- 
ly W.ChriIE Jeſus. ' we muſt through much 


tribulation enter the Kingdom of God, ACt. 
14.22. The fining-pot 4s for ſilver, and the fur- 

ace for gold, Prov. 17. 3. And the fan for the 

wheat ; the condition of Believers in this world - 
cannot long bear proſperity without loſs to their 

ſpiritual part. Chriſtians under ſettled comforts 

ia this world, are like ſtanding poolswhich ſoon 

gather mud and as 'tis ſaid of Xoab,ſo *tis with 

the people of God. Fer. 48. 11. Mogb hath been 

at eaſe from his youth, and he hath. ſettled on his 
lees, and hath net been emptied from veſſel' to weſ- 
fel, neither bath he gone into captivity, therefore" 
his taſte remained in him, and his ſcent is not 
changed. The ſweeteſt nights that evey Jacob ſpemt< 
were iz the field; ſo with Peter in priſon; and 
David: had thoſe [arae affetHons to riſe at mid-' 
ight,, and God's Word was ſweet to: him when his 
trouble was bitter, faith Dr. Harris.: But þ 
flictions the Lord relines his 
CO1S. ouch the wiſaom of the World ( ſaith 
Mr. Bradford) think. of the croſs acco?ding to'ſenſe, 
and therefore flieth from it. as from 4. moſt great 
ignominy and ſhame ;, yet God's ſcholars havelearn- 
ed to think otherwiſe of the Croſs," a3ithe frume-+ 
beuſe wherein God frameth his children, like! toi his 
Sen Chriſt : the farnace that fineth God's pold; the 

high way to Heaven, the ſuit and: truery of God's © 
ferwants, the earneſt and beginnang' of all conſola- 


tion andl. glory: Afts & Mon. 3. Vol. page '322% 
& 


If yon will be Chrift's Diſciple, you'muſt/ e 
Lx3hu2tion ;. If need be you are 3 heaume 
od's fire is in Szon, and his. fur 
1 | Tern- 
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Feruſalem: Prepare for afflictions, by which 
God prepares his people ior himſelf. He 5s not 
fit for the reward in glory (faith Bernard) (r) who 
is not re ady to aſcend the Gibbet as the way to it. 
We are fallen on th: laſt times, which are times 
of abounding iniquity, at. 24.12. ſinning, and 
therefore like to be ſuffering-times, called peril- 
laus times; cruel times, 2 Tim. 3. 1. Beza ren- 
ders it, troubleſome times, Tremelins, hard times, 
anemd» it comes from 2ea:fo, to bring da- 
mage, ' or to overturn; they will be overturn- 
Mg times; times of deſolation, as Chtiſt pro- 
pheſies of them, Afar. 24. 15. daies of vengeance, 
Luke 21. 22. Theſe be the daies of vengeance, that 
all things which are written may be fulfilled : Great 
tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the beginning of 
the world to this time, no nor ever (hall be, Mat. 


| W.-"24. 21. called the great and terrible day of the 


Lord, when the Sun ſhall be turned into dark- 
neſs, andthe Moon into blood. Foe! 2. 31. The 
Sun ſhall be turned into darkneſs, and the Moon 
into blood before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord come. Cocceims thinks this time to fall un- 
der the fixth ſeal, Rev. 6. 12. under which tis 
laid, Theſe are they which come out of great tribu- 
lation T rather think that the ſixth ſeal reckons” 
with the enemies of God's peopTe; and brings re- 
demption to the Saints under great tribulation. 
That which we may clearly gather hence is, 
that thoſe laſt times will be times of ſore cala- 
mities, both perſonal and publick, to Nations, 
and to the Church of God; and what a -por- 


(r) Now ef idonens ad praminm qui wondum paratus - 
eft ad patibmlum. 
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' tion of thoſe amazing troubles may fall upon 


the people of this age, we know not : this is 
certain, God ſeems to give his call from Hea- 
yen, as well as out of his ſanfuary, to prepare 
to meet with him, Amos 4-12. to gird op 
the loins of our mind, Rev. 16. 15. to keep our 
garments on; to watch leſt hecome as a thief, 
Luke 12. 35, 36. to have our veſſels ſtor'd with 
Oil, and our lamps burning; and to reckon on 
midnight ſitting up, and be as men that look 
for the coming of their Lord : Matth. 25. 6. 
Towatch and pray always, that we may be counted 
worthy to eſcape the things that ſhall come to paſs, 
and to ſtand before the Son of man, Luke 21. 36. 

 Fourtchly, Thetime of Death is a ſpending 
time, and calls for great proviſions for that long 
journey ; and great change the Soul is then pal- 
ſing into. Death is the King of Terrors: O 
how amazing is the {ight of it to a natural eye, 
and af awakencd conſcience ! the work thar 
death comes todois frightful work to fleſh and 
blood ; to pluck a ſoul out of its ancient dwel- 
lings, to take it from all its acquaintance,friends, 
relations, and earthly All, fromthe comforts of 
the whole World: ncyer to ſee or enjoy them 
more, as they have done ; nay, to pulldown 
this carthly tabernacle, not to leave a ſtone up- 
on a ſtone, but quite :o demoliſh itto the 
ground, isa great Chavpge : to lay a writ onthe 
{oul's back, and in a moment to bring it to judg- 


ment, from all its acquaintance, friends, and | 


deareſt relations, to the viſion of an infinite ho- | 


 tyGod, thereto receive its eternal doom, and 


to enter into anew eſtate, out of which he ſhall 
| never 


| 
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never depait, either of bleſſedneſs or miſery. Þ 


' To takethe foul off from ail the means of fal- 
vation. and poſlibility of charige out of that 
eſtate into which, by death he enters; that if 
the ſoul ſhould die in his ſins, there's no future 
repentance, or any thing can be done to amend 
his ill condition : this will be terrible toa guilty 
conſcience, ſenſible of many ſins unrepented of, 
many duties neglected, much time loſt, great 
hypocriſies uncur'd, many fears unremoved, and 
doubts unanſwered. Now for ſucha ſoul, in a 
- moment, to come to judgment; and to have no 
time allowed himto ſet things in order - for fo 
great a compearance, and to ſtate his account 
for that final Audit, is an amazing providence. 
The time of death is alſo a time of the greateit 
light, when the ſoul's eye ſhall be opened to 
ſee things as they are, no more in a glaſs, but 
faceto | ing then the ſoul that hath been dark 
all its days, ſhall ſee clearly things it never 
knew. As tis ſaid of the Mole, that it is blind 
all its time, till it comes to die, and then it ſees : 
So they that would not ſee, ſhall- then ſee, and 
be aſhamed ; then ſhall ſouls ſee things as they 
are, and find that to be evil which they thought 
good, and that to be good which they thought 
to be evil. Death is the greateſt informer, and 
makes the Jargeſt diſcovery of things that ever 
was; it brings to light-the hidden things of 
darkneſs.ſinsthe world never knew, and 1ins it 
may be the ſoul it ſelf never faw, or thought 
it ſelf guilty of: then will the leaſt flaw, error, 
unſoundnefs, neglect, failing, be fully ſeen; then 
thetliiogs that now ſeem to be ſmall, will then 


appear 
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| appear to be great ; and thoſe things that were 


taken for mountains, will be leſs than one fing- 
gle grain of duſt. | 

Death isa time alſo when conſcience hath its 
quickeſt ſenſes, and livelieſt acts, when it ſees, 


hears, feels, fears, all things as they are, and 


without any other witneſs, becomes both Ac- 
cuſer and Judge : then Fudas needed no Acculer 
to.charge him, or Judge to condemn him, but 
his own conſcience ; nor Execntioner- to dif- 
Patch him, but his own hand. What's the mat- 
ter, man, (ſaid Mr. Perkins to a MalefaCtor, go- 


Ing upthe ladder, and his countenance ſhewing 


the inward terrors of his ſoul,) art thou afraid 
to die? O, no Sir, ſaid he, but of a werſe matter. 
So another upon death-bed, and under a 
terrible ſight of her wicked life, when one that 
was by offered ſomething to comfort her againſt 
the fear of death, nals Were it but to die, it 
were nothing : Aworld (ſaith another, upon the 
border of eternity, and under conlcience- 
affrightings) for one inch of time? O give me 
one inch of time ! Luther ſpeaks of an Eremite 
who, a little before his death, ſtood wery ſad, 
never ſtirring out of his place for three days, ha- 
ving his eyes fixt towards Fieaven ,, and being 
aik'd the reaſon of this poſture, anſwered, he was 
afraid to die His Scholars began to comfort him, 
telling him he need not to fear death, who had been 
ſo boly in his life ;, but he replies, "tis true, I have 
lived well, and been obedicuyt, but Ged's judements 


are otherwiſe than AMay"s judgment, Tom. 4. 


fol. 50. 
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| berehe ſets upon the wery reſiſtance, and the ſtrife 
| 5s about ſtriving, and the war 1s maintain'd by 
| another war : Here the fight is, that it may be 


 licyis then to diſſmade from reſiſting \, laughing at 
| our hope, as if is were alrerdy vanqiiſhed, and it | : 


| faſtned on the rock Feſus ;, let the end of the three 
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The time of death is a time of great temp- 
tation alſo; then Satan uſually brings forth his 
Chiefeſt ſtrength to weaken the ſoul's faith; *ris 
his laſt onſet, and that is the hotteſt; as men 
that ſtorma Garriſon, in their laſt aſlault they 
uſyally put forth their utmoſt ſtrength + Then he 
oppoſeth us with moſt armed force. In this laſt 
aſſault, { 1) (faith Luther) *tis not as mm other 
temptations, where faith and hope doth fight; for 


lawful to fight, and toreſiſt him whoſe greateſt po- 


were to 10 purpoſe to reſiſt. This is a ctitical time, 
and hard. to ſtand; the laſt enemy is death 


when the ſoul muſt have the whole armour of 
| God, and be found not in his own righteouſneſs, | 


but take ſanctuary in the grace of God, the 
righteouſneſs and faithfulneſs of Chriſt. Death 
5 ſomewhat driery, (faith Mr. Cooper) and the 


ſtreams of that Jordan between us and our Canaan! 


run furiouſly, but they ſtand ſtill when the Ark, 


comes : let your anchor be caſt within the veil, and 


fold cord be buckled to the heart, ſo ſhall ye go 
through (t). When thou art tempted, (faith Lu- 
ther) and ſeeſt no way te eſcape ;, ſhut thine eye, 


| — 


ſ ) Infruftiſimis copiis 0s impugnat, ipſam reſefe 
tiam eggreditar, (F de certamine certames eft ; (5 bella 
alio bello defendendwm, hic pugnandum ut pugnare liceat 
& refſtendum ei qui reſeſftere diſſuader, Luth. (t ) 
ocntes © wihil reſponde, © commenda cauſam Deo, dem. 

anſwer 


as 
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is | This (faith he). :s the chiefeſt wiſdom we ſhould at- 
is | tend to inthe hour of death. | his was Bernard's 
n | courſe and comfort, when'oil the point of death 3 


J ay c 
he | Feſus Chriſt, enjoyeſt Heaven by a dcuble Tight, 


ft | firſt , becauſe thou art the Son of God; then, be- 
er | .cauſe by thy death and paſſion thou haſt obtained 
or | it : (u) #ho# keepeſt the firſt thy ſelf by thy birth- | 


| c rtoht;, the laſt thou beſtoweſt 'on the, mot "for my 


by | works, but of thy grace. Chriſtians, you had need | 


be | be well furniſh'd for the hour'bf death, (your 
po- | greateſt and moſt difficult hour ) laying in all 
at | the proviſions you can for a ſure and comfort- 
it | able pallage to glory. ' Thus you ſee Wiſdom's 
ie, | Merchants haye more t6'do' than keep up Pre- 
h 5 | ſent life and comfort, they muſt lay in for times 
of | to come; fot times of temptation, deſertion, 
ſs, | affliction, and the hour of death. - _— 
ath BE Advice 4. gf 
the} Fourthly, If you have'goo! trading with God; 
an | then lay out for God. This 'is teaſonable works 
1rk] plealing work , honourable work, profitdbl, 
and work. , | OF On 2 

reel Firſt, *Tis reaſonable work to lay 'oit fdr 
| Yo] Gad , he deſerves it,”tis his due ; all yodr mer- 
Lu-y cies are his intereſt; . 7 will return and take _ 
eye, my corn in the time thereof , and my wine 'm the 
— Pſcaſon thereof, I will recover my wooll and my fot 
f given to cover ber nakedref, of: 2.9. Though 
| God gives his,people rhe ule of mercy, yet he 
J C35 Hor Jeroer, p19 7 jure eathgran, . ud larghis mill 
nn jure operym, fed gratia, OO FOI” 4 
REF E e FT” One 
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»- | anſwer nothing, and commit the cauſe to Cod: 


I have lived, wackedly, ( ſaith he) bur box, Lord | 
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keeps the propriety in his own haud : God is | 


the Alpha, and ſhould be the Omega, the An- 
thor, and 'tis reaſonable he ſhould be the end 
of all our mercies. James 1. 17. Every good and 
perfett gift cometh down from the Father of liobts - 
And (as beams from the Sun: is derived from 
his bounty, as his peculiar Off. ſpring. (w) My 
goods are thy gifts (faith Auguſtine) All our good 
& either himſelf, or what comes from him: Both 
trading and thriving are from him, and ſhould 
alſo be for him, both principle and intereſt are 
God's own, Mat. 25 27.1f you lay not out your 
mercies for God, you xob him of his due. Your 
mercies are the Lords, not only by that in- 
tereſt he reſerves in them, but by your refigna- 
tion. of them unto him. Chriſtians, whe you 
gave up your ſelves to the Lord, you gave up 
all your intereſts and capacities alſo, 2 Cor. 5. 
To keep back any part of your All from God, is 
to lye to the Holy Ghoſt. As 5. 3. Why hath 
Satan filled thy heart to lye to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to keep back part of the price of the Land: No 
lower terms will paſs in reconciliation with 
God , than what Ahab yielded to Benhadad, 
1 Kings 20. 4+ My Lord, O King,” —— thy 
Saying I am thine, and all that I have. It you 
are not your own, much leſs any thing you 
have, is abſolutely yours. God gives his people 
but a conditional intereſt in all things beneath 
himſelf, ſo far as it ſutes his pleaſure, uſe, 
and glory. To keep back any part of your ca- 
pacities and intereſts from God, when by his 
(w) Bona mea, dons tus, Omne bonum noftrum wel ipſe 
ovl ab ipſo, Aug. 

Word 


85 


ts the beſt Trade, 419 


| Word and Providence he calls for it, for his ſer- 


vice, name and people is hypocriſie, lying, ſraud 
and rebellion, -and contrary to the Lord's un- 
doubred intereſt, both by creation, redemption, 
and your own grant, Hef. 2.8. 2 Cor. 7. 20. 

Beſides , you receive not your mercies as 
Owners, but as Stewards, to keep and ufe them 
for him, and according to his inſtruction, 1 Per: 
4. 10. As every one hath received the gift (whe- 
ther of grace, or gifts of grace, inward or out- 
ward gifts, ſpiritual or temporal, *tis all one if 
he havereceived it) ſo let him adminiſter the 
ſame, as good Stewards of the manifold grace of 
life. Your intereſts are God's gifts 3 your abun- 
dance, his Bounty and truſt to be beſtowed to 
his uſe and pleaſure, for which you muſt give 
an account. 

Secondly, *Tis pleaſing work to lay out for 
God: Paul counted not his life dear to lay out. 
for Chriſt, As 20. 24: Peter and Fohn rejoyced 
that they were counted worthy to Part with 
their name, and to undergo reproach for Chriſt, 
Atts 5. 41. Nazianzen was glad that he had 
ſomething of value, to wit, his Athenian learning 
to part with for Chriſt. The Mother of William 
Huater the Martyr rejoyced., that ever ſhe was ſo 
happy as to bear ſuch a Child as could find in his 
heart to loſe his life for Chriſt's Name ſake, Acts 
and Mon. p.13.96. Nothing ſeems burdenſome 
to door part with for ' Chriſt, to a ſoul that 
loves him : How willingly did Forathan ſtrip 
himſelf of the Robe that was upon him, and 
gave it to David, and his garments even to his 
{word, and to his bow, and to his girdle, becau = 
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he loved| him 3 ,much more pleaſing will it be 
to a ſoul loving Chrilt; to part with his All for 
Chriſt, 1 Sam. 18. 4. 
Thirdly, Tis honourable work allo to lay out 
for God; He that gives, ts the poor lendeth to the 
Lord, Prov. 19. 17. And is notthis honourable 
to make God a debtor, and to get hjm who is 
over all bleſſed for ever, to become bound to 
his creature: O what honour is this, that the 
giver of All ſhould ſeem to be beholding to his 
creatures, who have their All from him: Have 
you anything you can, part with for Chriſt ? 
think .what honour *tis that God intruſts you 
with the-beſtowing of ſuch gifts for him ; the 
-Lord might have made you beggars, not givers; 
who hath made you, to differ * why is grace, 
gifts, ſtrength, eſtate, time, put into thy hand, 
and not into others? it ſhews a good opinion 
God hath of thy faithfulneſs, and ſo beſpeaks ho- 
nour : © let not God have caule to revoke this 
eltimation : | $ 

Fourthly , *Tis profitable work: The more 
you lay out for God., the more. you get for 
your ſelves; there's no ſuch way to gather, as 
to ſcatter for God ;, yoyr improvements of mer- 
cy to God's end.,are but as ſowing of ſeed, which 
will come in again with greater encreaſe, 2 Cor. 
9. 6. He that ſoweth ſparingly , ſhall reap ſpa- 
ringly , and he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap 
bountifully. Laying out for God is Trading ſe- 
cur'd, not liable to hazards, as earthly under- 
takings are, but under a- promiſe of ſure and 
great returns, as hath been proved, and that 1s 
profit. Laying out for God, is lending to God 


upon 
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upon intereſt Mar. 19. 29- where both*Prin- 


cipal and Intereſt are ſure.* Prov. 19. 17. He that * 
hath pity upon the poor, lerdeth to the Lord; and 
that which he hath given, will he pay him again. 
The Lord takes it as done' to himſelf, and will 
repay with large uſe; (x) helends to the Lord 
upon bond for uſe, as the Hebrew imports, 
71935, and he will ſarely repay it. God is bound 
for it, and therefore the debt is ſure. *Tis a great 
miſtake in men, and that which ſtarves their ex- 
penſiveneſs for God,to think the more they give, 
the leſs they have; whereas laying out for God 
brings in principal and uſe; it ſanCtifies what is 
lefr, and brings it under a promiſe 'of encreaſe. 
As the pouring out of the Widows OylfilPd her 
Veſſels ; the more ſhe poured out, the more ſhe 
had, 2 Kings 4.5, 6- And asthe Widow of Za- 
rephtah, by giving firſt to the Propher, ſecur'd 
her own proviſion in a time of famine,' 1 Kings 
17. 13, 14. For thus ſaith the - Lord God of Urael, 
the barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, neither "ſhall the 
cruſe of Oyl fail, until the day that the Lord ſend- 
eth rain upon the earth. Mal. 3. 10. Bring ye all 
the tythes into the Store-houſe , that there may be 
meat in. my houſe, and prove me now herewith, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts , if I will not open you the 
windows of Heaven, and pour you out a bleſſog that 
there ſhall not be room enough to receive it. Tis 
mens niggardlineſs to God,and cloſe-handedneſs 
tothe poor, and pious uſes, is one reafon doubt- 
leſs of the waſtes and blaſtings on theiroutward 
intereſtsthis day. Prov. 11. 28; The liberal ſon, 


(x) T1b1 a- Domino etiam cum amplifimo” fenore Tedden- ' 


dum, Mercer* * + 
EEC 3 ſhall 
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ſhall be made fat, and he that watereth ſhall be 
watered alſo bimſelf. Cartwright and Baize think 
this is meant of ſpiritual gifts, as the former 
verſe is of external good things. But as Mercer 
well obſerves, the ſentence is general, and takes 
in any ſupplies that are given to ſuch as are 
needy ( y) Such ſhall be made fat; he ſhall be 
ſo far from being impoveriſhed thereby, as it 
ſhall encreaſe his ſubſtance z; He ſhall be watered 
as with ſhowres in Autumn. The latter rain, which 
is fruitfulizing : The ſtreams of charity are not 
like running water that paſſeth away , but as 
fruitful ſhowres that come again with encreaſe. 
Prov. 3. 9, 10. Honour the Lord with thy ſub- 
ſtance, ſo ſhall thy barns be filled with plenty. Mul- 
titude of promiſes might be heaped up, which 
giveina joynt-teſtimony to this truth; as Mar. 
25.29. Eccleſ. 11. 1. Prov. 28. 27. Prov. 22. 9g. 
Iſa. 58. 7,8, 10,11. with many others, and are 
abundant ſecurity for the bleſſing to ſuchas lay 
out for God. | 

Beſides, this isa proof of your love to God, 
2 Cor. 8. 24. Wherefore ſhew ye to them , and be- 
fore the Churches the proof of your love, 1 Joh. 3. 
V. 17. Who ſo hath this worlds goods, and ſeeth his 
Brother hath need , and ſhutteth up his bowels of 
compaſſion from him, how awtlleth the love of God 
in him ? 1 John 4. 20. For be that loverh not his 
Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can be love God 
whom he hath not ſeen? By true charity_ to your 
pcor Brethren you evidence your love to God; 
that ſecures all your true and needed mercies. 


(3) Qui rigat, 1, C, 1167 de fac0 er at ins egen6s, 
abs Fifthly, 


ts the beſl Trade, 423 


Fifthly, This alſo is plicaſing to God, Phil. 4. 
v.18. Having received of Epaphroditus the things 
which were 4 4 from you, an odour of a ſweet ſmell, 
a ſacrifice acceptable , will-pleaſing ro Ged, Heb. 
13.16. Iſa. 56.4 and tiiat is furcly proſperous. 

Then Chriſtians, if God hath firſt given unto 
you; if you love him; if you would pleaſe 
him; if you would proſper in ſoul, bedy and 
cſtate, lay out for God: if you have freely re- 
ceived, ficely give; whatever God hath in- 
truſted you with, expend it for him. | 

Firſt, Lay out your time for God: Among 
the many waſtes ot mercies fouls are guilty of, 
this is not the leaſt; waſte of precious 1ime-: 
Though there is no Creature-bicſling of greater 
worth than time, in which a foundations laid, 
of all thoſe mercies that are cternal. Time is a 
talent, a treaſure; not only a mercy, but that 
without which there can he no mercy : Conli- 
der for your improvement of Time z | 

Firſt, Your Time 1s not yours, but 'S 
made by him, and for him. Pſal. 76. 17. The 
day is thine, and ihe mght 15 thine ;, thou hiſt pre- 
ared the Light, and the Sun. Time is that ſpace 
Carina two Eternities, limited by Divine plea- 
ſure to Divine uſe. Job 14. 5. Seeing his days 
are determined, the number of his months are with 
thee, thou haſt appointed his bounds that he can- 
not paſs. And if Time be the Lord's, then *cis 

fit it ſhould be uſed for God. Grve unto God the 
things that are God's. When thou ſinneſt or trifleſt 
away this Time, think on this; now I rob God, 
and ſpend anothers goods. You that hate robbery 
of men, be not thieyes to Gad and your own 

| E e 4 ſouls: 
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ſouls : Time is God's, not thine own. 
Secondly, Think/how much you have loſt of 
palt Time, and this ſhould make you choice of 
preſent Time. Pſal. go. 9. We'fend our years as 
a tale that js told, which vaniſheth into the air, 
andis ſoon gone. , Much of our time (z) (faith 
one) # pluck'd away from us, more is ſtoln away, 
but moſt of all doth ſlide away. O how little a 


piece of life is that we live! How much of thy 


time hath been conſumed 1in the grave? How 
much in the market-place ? much ſlept away in 
the Vineyard: When Nature, Self, the World 
and Sin haye had their ſhares of every day, how 
little a portion hath been left for God ? Hence 
*tis the Apoſtle adviſes Saints to redcem their 
Time; to get Time for God and their ſouls, 
. though with ſome loſs to other intereſts , be- 
cauſe it hath been taken captive by Self, Sin, and 
the World, and held priſoner ſo long. This waſte 
of former Time makes it abſolutely needful for 
them that will reach their journeys end before 
their day be gone, to redeem Time from their 
callings, recreations, refreſhments, idleneſs and 
reſt, for the recovery of neglected work, or they 
will find it wanting when they come to die. Give 
me my time again, ſaid a woman on her death- 
bed, being under fears about her eternal ſtate; 
nothing could relieve her troubled ſoul, who ha 
loſt ſalvation-time. MA 
Thirdly, Conſider how ſhort. and uncertain 
your remaining Time is, or may be: The whole 


(z-) \ Multum Temporis eripitur wwobis, plus ſubducitur, 

plurimum effiuit , exigua pars eft vita. quam 195 vivimus, 

SENEEa, | | 
Time 
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a poſt, a Weavers ſhuttle, a vapour, a tale that 
is told, asa flower of the field, things: of no du- 
ration, Fob 9.21. Pſal. 39. 5. Fames 4-14. Time 
(faith one) is a ſhort parentheſis in a long period , 
fo ſbort, that before we can name it, our preſent Time 
is become paſt Time. Our whole life \(aith ano- 
ther) conſiſts but of two days, the day of our birth, 
and the day of our death; for no ſooner born, but 
we begintodie.. Time 150n the wing, haſtening 
to Eternity every moment: Time travels when 
you ſleep, and runs when you creep ; Time goes 
on when you ſtop, and gets ground when you go 
back + As the ſtream haſtens to the Ocean day 
and night; ſo doth Time to Eternity: O uſe your 
Time for God while you have it ! it will ſhort! 
be none of yours; if you do not uſe it, you will 
loſeit; you were as good let God have your 
Time, as to let it run away to no purpoſe; if 
duty do not improve it, ruſt will conſume it 
the Devil, World and Fleſh will iogroſs it; and 
*tis better give it to God, than let the Moth 
and Caterpillar devour it. Beſides, 

Fourthly , Can you put it. to better profit 
than to lay it out for God? he is the beſt Chap- 
man for your Time; nothing will give you fo 
much intereſt for Time as God will ; pur all the 
eain of other Time into the ſcale, with the In- 
comes of God's Time, and yop will ſoon ſee the 
difference. Time laid out for God will be the 
beſt ſecurity for your own Time : give God his 
Time, and he will give you your Time ; all that 
Time that is' needful for a bleſſed Eternity; 
There's no ſuch way to enjoy Time, as to uſe 

ns - It 
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| Time of thy life is but a ſpan, a hand-breadth, 
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for God. Prov. 3. 16. Length of days is in her 
right band. Time expended for God will not 
only ſecure, but ſanCtifie your Time allo, as the 
Firſt-fruits did the lump, Rom. 11. 16. Beſides, 
Time devoted to God brings in eternal intereſt : 
Though Time be buta thing remporal, yet im- 
proved, it will bring to things eternal, 2 Cor. 
4- 18, nay it will bring you mercy in the time 
of need: Give God your working-time, atd he 
will feed you when in your unſerviceable time. 
When I was a young man (ſaid Mr. Bruce) I was 
diligent, and lev'd by faith in the Son of Ged, but 
now I am old, and am_not able to do ſo much, yet 
he condeſcends to feed me with lumps of ſenſe. [Ful- 
fill. of Scripture.) 

. Fifrhly, You muſt give an account for your 
time to God; he takes notice of mens time, 
how 'tis ſpent ; and accordingly will judg them: 
Luke 13-7. Theſe three_years I come ſecking fruit 
.on this Fig-tree, and can find none ;, cut it doyn, 
why cumbreth it the ground? Pſalm 95. 10. 
Forty years long was I grieved with this people. 
Luke 19. 44. Becauſe thou kneweſt not the time 
of thy viſitation. God looks for fruit from his 
people , according to their months, Exzek. 47. 
12. O how much is it your concernment to 
order your disburſements of time to a con- 
ſiſtency with your comfortable account in the 
day of Chriſt ! then you will wiſh God had more 
of your time, when you come to reckoning for 
it: what a blank will there be in our account of 
time, if it benot better beſtowed than hitherto ? 
That time will yield you moſt comfort when 
you come to eternity, which was ſpent for God 
here. Sixthly, 


* 
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Sixthly , How cau you bethunk a little time 
for God, who hath not thought aneternity of 
mercy too much for you? Chriſtians, ?tis ſalva- 
tion, with cternal glory, he hath prepared for 
you , 2 Tim. 2.10. A Crown incorruptible, an 


. Inheritance that fadeth not away, a Kingdom 


that cannot be ſhaken: Upon this very argu- 
ment the Apoltle preſſes the Saints to un- 
weariednels in preſent work, Gal. 6. 8. Think 
how diſfingenuous *tis thus to requite the Lord 
that hath dealt ſo bountifully with you; to 
with-hold your time from him, who firſt gave 
it to you, and hath denied it to others, and will 
ſhortly cloſe up your troublous time with eter- 
nal reſt, in bleſſed Manſions of pureſt pleaſures 
with himſelf: Let this love of Chriſt ſhame 
you for miſimproved time, and conſtrain you, 
I future, to lay out all poſlible time for 
God. 

Secondly, Lay out your ſtrength for God ; 
he is the God of your ſtrength, he hath right 
to it, and uſe for it, Pſal. 43. 2. He hath work 
for you which calls for all your ſtrength : Hss 
works are great , greatly to be ſought out of all 
that. have pleaſure therein, Pſal. 111. 2. His 
mercies are great, and greatly to bepraiſed: Plal. 
86. 13. His anger.is great, andgreatly to be fear- 
ed: 2 King. 23.26. His tryals and rebukes on 
his own Children are many times great, which 


* Need great faith and patience to bear up under 


them, andthe ſtrength of grace to make a right 
uſe of them : Pſal. 71. 10. Which hath ſhewn 
me great and ſore troubles: You do not know 
what need you may have of all the ſtrength 

your 
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hearts and - graces are capable to receive, to 


carry yon through your remaining tryals and 
troubles: you have not yet reſiſted unto blood, 
or been brought to fiery tryals, nor ſeen ſuch 
days as never yet were, or ſhall be : And there- 
fore you had need be girded with ſtrength, 
and to be ſtrong in-the grace that is in Chriſt 
Teſus; and one way to it, is to uſe what you 
have for God, Heb.5.14. God®s ſervice alſo calls 
for expended ſtrength : Lake 10. 27. Thox ſhalt 
love the Lord with all thy ftrewgth, 1 Chron. 26. 8. 
The ſtrength of thy heart laid out, inward 
{trength for God in his ſervice, the ſtrength of 
your whole ſouls; and outward ſtrength, the 
ſtrength of your bodies alſo in the work of 
" God. So did our Lord Jeſus, he waſted his 
ſtrength in the ſervice of his Father , that at 
thirty four years old he was taken to beneer 
fifty : he was weary in his work. And Pant 
did ſp2nd, and was ſpent for Chrift, 2 Coy. 12.15. 
And David cried out, My knees are weak through 
faſting, Pſa). 119. 24. Glorifie God in your bodies, 
and in your ſpirits, which are the Lord's, 1 Cor. 
6..20. In labours more abundant : 2 Cor. 11. 2 3. 
Striving for the faith of the Goſpel. Religion is 
no.eafte work; Miniſters (faith Mr. Burroughs) 
muſt venture their ſtrength for Chriſt, and ſo muſt 
all that are Chriſt's : 2 Coy. 11. 27. In wearineſs, 
in painfulneſs, in watchings. Religion is worth all 
your labours and exhauſted ſtrength; men tire 
themſelves for the world; how much more 
ſhould they for God and glory? 
Fhirdly, :Lay out :your gifts and graces for 
God, aad th: good of. {oyls: 1 Cor. 12. 7- The 
< mani- 
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manifeſtation of the Spirit is guven to every max 
to profit withal : that's God's end why he gives 
gitts to any, that every one who hath them 
ſhould improve them to his glory, - and the 
good of others. A. capacity of ferving God, 
and furthering his Kingdom in the'World, is . 
ſuch a priviledge as the Saints in Heaven enjoy 
not : and. the Angels, when imployed in any 
ſubſerviency towards it, readily and: chearfully. 
prolecute-it. Angels are vigilant creatures , and 
wait for opportunities ;, and when they come , will 
not loſe them, TGreenh.] Yea, 'tis ſuch a prize, 
as being once loſt, can never be enjoyed again; 
nor gracious ſouls ever more return to their 
Stewardſhip, when once ”tis given up; and 
therefore ſhould be heedfully regarded, and 
faithfully uſed whiles continued: - God gives 
not talents to be napkin'd up, nor lights to be 
hid under a buſhel: none of us liveth to him- 
{elf, Rom. 14. 7- All the charatters of Saints, 
and thoſe relations they ſtand in, ingage to nſe- 
fulneſs: They are the lights: of the. world ſet, * 
in a candleſtick, that they may cauſe their light 
to ſhine forth before men, ar. 5.'14, 15. They 
are the ſalt of the earth, of purpoſe to favour 
others. . Mat. 5. 1.3. If ſalt hath loſt its ſavonr, 
"tis good for nothing but the dunghil; | They are 
Stars.in God,'s Firmament, to.communicate their 
light and ivfluence: unto others, - 1. Cor. 15. 41. 
Veſſelsin God's houſe to be meet for uſe, 2 Tr. 
2. 20,21. Stones in his building; which have a 
mutnal -uſefuln?ſs to bear up each other, and-ros 
ward preſcrying the whole, yo 2.2. Branches 
in.the Vine; that;-yield their fruit for.the «hcor- 
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ing the hearts of men, Fudg. 9. 13. Trees in 
Pſal. 104. 16: Mem-* 


God's garden full of ſap, 
| bers inthe body, to impart their nouriſhmenc 
to each other, Eph. 4- 16. and diſcharge their 
reſpective duties, of ſympathy, care, and help- 
fulneſs to their fellow-members : 1 Theſ. 5. 14- 
We exhort you, brethren, to warn them that are 
unruly, comfort the feeble-minded , ſupport the 
weak , be patient towards all men: Ute all your 
capacities for God while you nave them, leit he 
_ them from you, or opportunity to improve 
em. 

Fourthly, Lay out your earthly intereſts for 
God, Prov. 3. 19. Honour the Lord with thy ſub- 
FFance , and with the firſt fruits of thy encreaſe: 
Grve God his due in maintaining his Meſſengers, 
and keeping up his worſhip; alluding to 
thoſe firſt-fruits of IſraePs encreaſe, which were 
the Lord's by ſpecial appropriation to his ſer- 
vice, Exod. 22. 29, and ſupply of his Miniſtry 
among them, Levy. 23: 20. the equity of which 
obliges in Goſpel-times,. though their Ceremo- 
nial and Judicial reſpect ceaſe : and this duty is 
reinforc'd under the Goſpel by more ample ar- 
guments taken from the light of Nature, the 
law of Moſes, and will of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 9. from 
ver. 9-to 15. To this head is referr'd that com- 
mand ; Gal. 6. 6. Let him that is taught in the 
word communicate to him_that teacheth in all good 
things ;, for God will not be mocked : (as they do 
who pretend Religion, and yet are defeCtive in 
- this manifeſt duty, )-preſſing them to unweari- 
edneſs in this expenſiveneſs for God, whatever 
diſcouragements they meet with upon the aſ- 

ſurance 
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{urance of the bleſſed fruit of obedience to the 
will of Chriſt herein, ver. 7, 8, 9. ?*Tis not the 
maintaining or welfare of a. few mcn in the 
World, that is the deſign of this great Com- 
mand of Chriſt; but the tendency this hath to 
the promulgation of the Goſpel, and kceping 
up the inſtiruted worſhip of God, the conyer- 
fon of Sinners, and edification of Saints ſuc- 
Ceſſively in every generation, to which theſe 
ſupplies are neceſſary, that the ſervants of Chriſt 
might attend on their Miniſtrations without 
diſtration; and whoever (a ſubject of Chriſt, 
and ſharer of this priviledge) draws back from 
this duty, he is chargeable not only for viola- 
ting the Royal righteous Law of Chriſt, but for 
being guilty of ſubverting his Government, 
Crown, and Dignity; and endeavouring in his 
meaſure, the ruining his intereſt, of hindering 
the converſion and edification- of ſouls; and 
whatever damage hereby comes to the ſpiritual 
or eternal welfare of ſouls; it will be laid on 
their heads in the day of the righteous judgment 
of Chriſt. 

Another greatly concerning duty contain'd in 
this Scripture, is charitable communications, 
feed the paor, feed the hungry, cloath the na- 
ked, relieve the oppreſſed. [ Bede Alapid.] This 
is to honour God with your ſubſtance ; not to 
ſpend it on your luſts, tolive high, to fare deli- 
ciouſly, to bulid your neſts on high; but ro 
make your abundance a ſupply for the good of 
thoſe that are in wants, 2 Cor.8.14. Iſa. 58.7.10. 
Mat. 5.42. Fam. 1. 27. Heb. 13.16, Luke 14- 
12, 13. Otherwiſe, 

Firſt, 


e 
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Firſt, All your Religion is in vain, Fames 1. 
v.26, 27. Your knowledge, deſires, afictions, 
frames, taſts, enjayments, marks, experiences, 
ſeeming graces, duties, are all nothing, and can 
never prove the truth of your grace, the ſafety 
of your eſtates, and goodneſs of your Religion, 
if you are found defeftive in this great duty.of 
Charity. Pſal. 112 4z 5- Unto the upright there 
ariſeth light in, the darkyeſs;, he is gracious, and 
full of compaſſion, and righteous. A good man 
ſheweth favour, and lendeth. Let, men lay what 
they will, if they be covetous, hard-hearted, 

ve no compaſlion to them that are in wants, 
have no heart to give or lend to needy ones , 
they have no true grace in them. Verſe 9. He 
bath diſperſed, he hath given to the poor, his righ- 
teouſneſs endureth for ever. Men may talk, and | /c 

ray, ahd ſeem to be-eminent Chriſtians; pro- | ce 
feſs love to God and their Neighbours, and yet | g' 
all the while be deceived, and have not a jot of | /a 
grace in them, while their hearts are cruel, | tc 
their hands ſhut to their poor Brethren. Re- | V 
member the young man 1n th2 Goſpel, and fear | in 
thine own eltate if thy heart be glued to thy | 


W 
=. 
[ olleſſions : — How dwelleth the love of God in | v« 
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im ! 1 Foh. 3.17. He loves not God, and God | w 
loves not him, that ſhuts up the bowels of his | or 
compaſlion from his poor and afflicted Brother. | je 
That's pure Religion, and undefiled before God, ta | fa, 
viſit the fatherleſs and widows in their affliftion, | my 
- ) andto keep bimſelf unſpotted from the world, Jam: | W 
As I. 27. Shew me thy faith by thy works, Jam. 2. 18; | ww. 
<, Religion ( faith one) is not. only contemplative, | to; 

bur the greateſt part of it like the Mathematicks | Aj 
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Secondly, AdQs.of Charity are part-of Reli- 
gious worſhip it you:give not. | 


hat wel 


Worſhip upon'the account of their High Prieſt 
in Heaven. :By bim - therefare' let us offer the ſa- 
crifice, of praiſe. ro God oentinually ; And'in' this 
verle is part oi. this Religious Worſhip, and that 
whuch God rakes molt delight in, he puts them 
on-duties of Charity,- which he alſocalls- Sacrr= 
fires,” R95laus« God: will have mercy ratherthan 
facrifice, Mar.'9.13- The teglett of juſtice 'and 
mercy rendred the moſt ſpecidus duties of God? 
Worſhip an abomination tryhis acconnt.” ''Bymn 
no0-more-vain: ohlations, Inceriſe is an- abomination 
tome, the new Moons and Sabbaths, the calling of 
Aſſemblies, I cannot away wb it is MS Oy 
ENT f the 
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the ſolemn Meetings, Ia. 1. 13, 14; 17. Though 
Gag hath appointed theſe duties, and was glori- 
fied;by. them when duly performed, yet done 
by perſons who. lived in the conſtant omiſſion of 
mercy and juſtice; they were a loathing to him. 
Learn to do well; ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſ- 
ſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead for the widow. 
Thirdly, God is much glorified by theſe du- 
ties of Charitys Mar. 5. 16. Let your tight ſo 
ſhine before men,that they may ſee your good works, 
and, glorifie your -Father which is in Heaven.  'By 


Fae eeds the bowels of others are re- 
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Freſhed,” and the.glory of God advanced. 2 Coy. 
19.12. For the adnumiſtration of this ſervice, not 
anly ſupplieth the want .of the Saints, but is abun- 
dant alſo by many thanſgrvings unto God. 1n this 
thine forth the virtues of God (in his people; 
they ſee the truth and excellency of his grace in 
them, by reaſon of which they glorife God. It 
cauſcrh men to think well of God,: and to.ſpeak 
well of his people and waies.. Asthe Heathens 
of old, when they ſaw the patience and unbro- 
ken courage of the Chriſtians under their cruel 
torments, cryed out, Great is. the God. of the 
Chriſtians. So when the world ſhall ſee the 
Goodneſs and Charity of the Saints, they will 
adore the bowels of Chriſt in them, and be con- 
vinc*d that there is an excellency in that Reli- 
gion v;hich yields ſuch excellent fruit ; whereas 
the oiggardlineſs of Chriſtians brings a-great 
dealof diſhonour to'God, and diſgrace on that 
- Religion they profeſs while they give. occaſion 
to carnal men to reflect this ſevere-charge-on 
them: None more covetons than Profeſſours-: in 
- bargains, 
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| bargains, how will they ſtand for a penny ! in cha- 


rity, howcold-are they ! how hard is it to ſcrew 
an alms ont of their hands ! if this be Religion, the 
Lord kgep me from ſuch Religion. This begets an 
od;ium 1n the men of the world againſt Religion, 
and the waies of God: . But woe to that man by 
whom offences come; it had been better for him 
that a milſtone were hanged about his neck,, and 
that he were drown'd in the midſt of the Sea, Mat: 
13, 6, 7: "We : 
Fourthly, Atts of Charity purely done will 
evidence your right to glory. Mat. 25-3435: 36, 
Come ye. bleſſed of my Father inherit the Kingdom 
prepar'd for you from the foundations of the world; 
for 1 was an bwigred, and ye gave me meat ;, I was 
thirſty, .and ye gave me drink; 1 was a ſtranger, 
and ye took mein; naked, and ye cloathed me, I 
was ſich, andye viſued me ;, 1 was in priſon, 5s 
ye came t The enquiry 11 that great day 
will not; be after mens profeſſion, lighr, frames 
d duties of Worſhip, but after the fruits of 
thet faith and love as evidential, not cauſal, of 
their right to glory, Here is beld ot (faith one) 
not the (b) cauſe of their ſalvation, but the ſun 
and teſtimony of them that believe, &c. (c) The 
Kingdom is obtained by way of Inheritance; - 
(Come inherit the Kingdom :.) and prepared for 
them, as a portion for children, not purchaſed 
by them as-the procurements of their works: 


ws Aa 


—_ 


&) Row chuſa jalntis , ſed mtgulcar, & Tfimbniunt 
tredentins bis werbis innuitur, (6c) Opera que *Chri- 
fus predicatiurus off ' mon Tatnmyg. » jane, 19 OHAGYTING.3 
”e fit1i, (3. finiz 1395 vita aterne, Gl: EY 

| | FES Thg 


- 


"hs 5 © 


436_ \The Yeavenly Trade 


_ 
h_— —— 


Thereward is freely beſtowed on all intereſted * | 


' in adoption-grace, 'of which title the bearing 
proof in that day will be the fruits of love to 
choſe that are Chriſt's; words. will not be ſuf- 
ficient to demonſtrate this love then; it will 
not-ſerve mens turn to ſay they loved Saints, 
except it were extended to all, \ yea the leaſk of 
Saints, and proved by aCts of love, and commu- 
nications to all their neceſſities; and that not 
ſome ſmall pittance of their abundance, which 
they valued not, but it muſt be ſuch portions and 
kinds of relief, which their neceſlities call for ; in 
viſiting, feeding, cloathing, owning, comforting, 
receiving into their houſes, and whatever help 
they were Capable to: expreſs, and this as rea- 
dily"and heartily expended to them as they 
would lay them out to themſelyes and theirs, 
that . being the rule-of Charity : Thou ſhalt love 
thy nezgbbour as thy ſelf, Mat. 22. 39. The 
want of this evidence, whatever elſe may be 
pretended, will finally and eternally caſt «ſouls 
in that laſt and terrible day,, Mar. 25-41. tothe 
end. ' Do not deceive thy ſoul with falſe hopes 
of glory ; not one mark will paſs for Heaven, 
where there is a hard heart, and cloſe hands to- 
wards poor and diſtreſſed Saints: For he- ſhall 
have judgment without mercy, that hath fhewed 
no mercy, JAM. 2.13. There is no room for you in 
Divine bowels, if you ſhut up your- owri dowels 
againſt them that are in'miſery. See in that Pa- 
rable,. Mat. 18. 3 3, 34, 35- the dreadful end of 
thoſe who are any way cruel to their fellow- 
ſervants, having themſelves taſted the mercy 
of their Lord. The liberal emma” your 
Ws | enates 
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eſtates to the poor, is the onely way to make 


them trnly ſerviceable ta your ſouls, whiles this 
becomes the occaſion of your reception into 
everlaſting habitations. Luke 16. 9. Make to 
Your . ſelves friends of the Mammon ef unrignte- 
anſneſs, that when ye fail they may recerve'you into 
everlaſting habitations ( d ) The mammon or 
riches of this world, is called the riches of un- 
righteouſneſs, 'becauſe they are unrighteouſly 
gotten, or unrithteouſly kept, to the detri- 
ment of thoſe that need them ; ot unrighteauſ(- 
ly ſpent to the hurt of thoſe that have them); 
but the way to change their nature, and to make 
them profitable, is to lay them out to the poor, 
who will receive you, or witneſs for you in that 
day to prove the trath of your love, by which 
you ſhall be received into glory. 

Fifrhly, They are the ſure way to bleſſing 
here. Luke 6. 38. Grve and it ſhall be given to 
you, good meaſure preſſed down, and ſhaken toge- 
ther, and running over, ſhall men give into your bo- 
ſom ;, for with the ſame meaſure that ye mect with- 
all, it- frall be meaſured to you agam: Intimating, 
that giving to the poor, is but lending to the 
Lord, as hath been ſhewed, and it ſhall be ſure- 
ly repaid in this life, either {in kind or 10 value, 
in ſuch things as - they need; yea oft-times. m 
the ſame coin, and that to ſyfficient requital, 
good meaſure amplified by three metaphors, 
preſſed dawn, ſhaken together, and runzing over ;, 


(4) Opus hoc receptionis in aterua babitacula ſolius Dei. 
et, tribuitur autem. pawperibus quia ipſe ſententiam_ Chri- 
fi Fudicis de ſalvatione piorum weeyslav approbabunt, & 
beneficentie que: fides irultus eſt teftes erumt, Glal, - * 
4! Fi3- that 


Lg 


433 @The Yeavenly Trade 

that is (faith (e) Scultetus) God will ſo bleſs 
them, that they ſhall be ſenſible they are ſuf- 
ficiently repaid, 2 Cor. 9. 6. Det. 15. 10, 11. 
Mat. 10. 41, 42. Pſal. 41. 12. Prov. 11. 24. Job 
was a man' of great Charity, Fob 29. 12, 13. a 
Iman of great proſperity in the world, ». 6, 7. 
and though for the tryal of his faith he was 
ſtript of all for a ſeaſon, yet did the Lord after 
all turn his water into wine, chap. 42. 10. Rahab 


mily from ruine by it , The Shunamite, the 
Widow of Zarephath got by laying out as of 
Charity to the Prophet. Trberins the ſecond 
wasa perſon of great liberality to the poor ;, 'ris 
ſaid of him, that whatever Fuftinus his prede- 
ceſlour had contratted by covetouſneſs, Tiberius 
freely diſtributed to the poor : And when $So- 
phia, Fuſtine*'s Widow, reproved him for his ex- 
ceſs of Charity, he replies, (g ) I truſt in the 
Lord that our Exchequer ſhall never want money, 
while the poor are maintained out of it. Neither 
did his expetations fail; for as the ſame Au- 
thor reports, he found a vaſt treaſure in his Pa- 
lace, hidden under the —_—_— which could 
ſcarce be emptied for divers daies: Thus God 


| X bleſſed his bountiful hand. Mr. Gorge, in his 


Sureſt ard Safeſt Way of Thriving (a book worth 
your petting, and to which I refer you) gives 
many modern inſtances of this great truth) I 


(«+ ) Ita this benefaFuram ut fenſurt ſint fe efſe remwne- 
yatos, (£) Confido in Domino quod non" deerit pecunia 
fiſco quamdin panperes Eleemoſywam inde accepturt 

 jant, Eft enim is theſaurus ingens do quo Dominus dixit 
hath 6. 10, Thar, Hifor, Thorns. Traſk © 
a 


entertained the ſpies, and ſaved her felf and fa-' 
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ſhall for their fakes who-have not 'the Book 
mention this one, concerning the pious and: 


imitable reſolution of Mr. 'Fohn Walter, Citizen 


of London, who having a ſufticient eſtate to- 
maintain his Charge, reſolv'd what further eſtate- 
God ſhould entruſt him with, to beſtow the 
ſame on charitable uſes; after which vow he' 
found his eſtate wonderfully encreafing: A wor- 
thy preſident to fuch as -have enongh to' live 
comfortably upon, to put bounds to their fur-: 
ther purchaſes, and entitle their ſarpluſage to- 
the ſervice of Chriſt, and refreſhments of his 
Saints; a courſe men will one day find more 

ainful, than to join houſe tohouſe, and field: to 
field. *'Tis the beſt way (ſaith Chryſologus ) * for 4 
rich max to make the bellies of the poor his barn, 
ro ſuccour the fatherleſs and needy, and thereby' to 
lay np treaſures in Heaven. Gregory the "Great 
was ſo devoted to Charity, -that all-what he- 
had ſeem'd to be the common granary of the' 
Church. © *Tis ſaid of Cyprian, he was the blind 
man's eyes, "the lame man's legs," the naked mars 
oarment;, he was a; man ot ſo great Charity. 
Mr. Fox, the Author of the Ats and Monu- 
ments, never denied to give to any that 'asked 
for Jeſus ſake. Auguſtine ſold the Ornaments 
of the Church to relieve the poor. And Baſil 
in a time of great famine fold-his Land, and 
other goods to maintain the poor. A Die 
being asked by fome Ambaſladors whether he” 
could ſhew them ſome hunting-dogs gathered 
a great many poor __ together, and ſhew-' 


ing themtothe Ambaſſador, ſaid, Theſe be the" 
Dogs I daily keep; and*with which '1 uſo'to 
f Ff 4 hunr 
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X Fifthly, If you haye good trading in grace, . 
hen lay up for glory : If you are. Wildom's 

Merchants, ;Heaven is ,your Country and home, 


\\ 


 Mich.z-10. Chriſtians, you are not ſent hither to 
take root in the Earth,or with the Raven, let. out: 
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hunt after Heaven. O. that. Chriſtians - would 


"aye other gamesin; chaſe, than -rbat which pe-. 


riſhes,in: the uſing, and lay out their eſtates to 
better advantage than what appropriating them 
to: ſelf-intereſt can ;afford ! Feed'the hungry, 
cloath-the naked, give to him that lacketh, fce- 
ing ſuch bleſſed encouragements do attend this 


the place of your reſt and eternal refidence - 
The world"is a ſtrange Countrey to- you, a ſpot 
of- ground whexe-you are ſer for -a while to 
trade into get commodities for your. Countrey ; 
and.ſent into it,-'as, Facob was to:Syria, to pro- 
videfor-his own-houſe, and then to. return into 
his Country ;, Gen. go. 30. This is not your reſt, 


of the Ark to build your neſts in the, world ; or 
withthe fool in the Goſpel, to: take your reſt 
in.your full barns, and encreaſed goods; but as 
Toſeph was ſent before into. Egypr to: make pro- 
viſion for his own, Countrey ;. and as, Solomon's 
ſhips were ſent to: Tarſhiſ» to tranſport /, what 
materials were uſeful for the Houſe of God, ,and 


his own honſe. All that you are allowed here, is 


but as faCtorage for:preſent maintenance ::. Some: 
viands' and refreſhments\in.the way, but your 


great buſineſs 1s to get ſuch goods as will yend. 
in,your own Countrey.-: Remember;:;you-are: 


all:this 4vhile teft! here,.' to fill your: Jacks for 
your own home, ;jwhere your kindred-and habi- 
bY IR, tation 
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tationlies : Your: Father's houſe, and your own 
manſions, - your. treaſures, pleaſures, crowns, 
thrones, and all that you are like to have for - 
ever, lies in your City above, whoſe maker 
and builder is God: We know. but little of Chriſt's 
love (faith: Mr. Cooper) ill all be perfetted * and 
ſpread before us in Heaven. Olay up for Hea--.. 
yen! [treaſure up. all you can for the other 
world whither you are going : Eſpecially lay up 
theſe four things for Heaven : *, "I% 


1 Hopes 
2 Deſires ; . 
173 Treaſures * .- = Gay ; 


*. 4 Preparations 


Firſt, Lay up ſound Hopes for Heaven, 1 Pet. 
1.13. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind ; 
be ſober, - and bope tothe end, for the grace that is_ 
tobe brought unto you at the revelation of Feſus 
Chriſt. Sure hopes of Heaven are of wonderful 
uſe to quicken a ſoul's diſpatches for Hea- 
ven.  Atts 26. 7. Unto which promiſe our twelve 
Tribes \mſtantly - ſerveing God day and night hope 
(h) to come. *Twas their hopes to enjoy thoſe 
great and glorious things in the promiſe, that 
did put them on ſuch diligence in thoſe waies 
that lead to it; to ſtrive in every duty that 
ſeem'd to have an eye to this glory, they did 
ſtretch out theif hand to- take hold -of eternal 
life, as one that was near the prize, ' Hope puts 
ſtrength and aCtivity into the ſoul" in its-motion 
after:Gvd; and makes it reſtleſs and unwearied 
{h Yay onleveie,, omnibus viribus toro anime. A _ 
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till it enjoy him. This argument the Apoſtle 
uſeth to provoke the Hebrews in their race to- 
wards glory: Heb- 12. 1. Seeing then we are com- 
paſſed about with ſo great acloud of witneſſes, let us 
lay aſide = weight, and the ſin which doth ſo eaſily 
beſetss; let us run with patience the race that 
2s ſet before us. The weight of the argument lies 
in the ſure and bleſſed iſſue of well-grounded 
hope atteſted by ſo many witneſſes in the. for- 
mer Chap. who ran ſo great adventures,fuſtain'd 
ſo greatloſles, underwent ſuch cruel deaths in 
chaſe of this eternal Crown; and not one of 
them miſcarried, all got ſafe to glory, .through 
their many fears and deaths. And ſeeing all that 
had this true hope hitherto have ſped well, and 
the ſame promiſe is made to us; Chap. 11. 40. 
having provided ſome better thing for us, (bet- 
ter priviledges, better promiſes,) Let*s pluck 
up our ſpirits, and at it again; and if no viſible 
camfort or evidence meet us in our way, yetlet 
us hold on with patience till we come to the 
end of our race: _. 

Hopes of glory do alſo guard the ſoul againſt 
diſcouragements and difficulties 1 Theſ.: 5. 8. 
Putting on the breaſt-plate of Faith; and for an 
helmet, the hope of Salvation. Hope arms head 
and heart, and keeps off the venonr'd darts of 
Satan from ruining the ſoul; waile well- 
grounded hope of a bleſſed end is kept up, 1ſraet 
prevails, and the Believer is Kept from being 
Overcome :*1.70h. 5. 4 This is the vittory that 0- 
vercometh the World, even our Faith. | 

Hope of glory maintains a patient ' expecta- 
tion and quiet waiting. for the frution be it. 

0M. 
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| Rom. $. 257 If we hope for that we ſee not, then 


do we with patience wait for it; and this is no 
ſmall mercy : Impatience hath a dangerous in- 
fluence on a Chriſtian's heart, diſcouraging it, 
and expoſing to temptation of giving over 


ſaying, Wherefore ſhould I wait any longer ? 2 King. 


6. 33. which danger Hope ſecures from. 

Hope ſettles, and ſtays the heart; ſtilling its * 
fears, (cattering its doubts, and ſtrengthning its 
Cnhident expectation of glory, turning perſwa- 
ſions into the higheſt certainty, even a kind of 
knowledge. 1 Foh. 3. 2. But we know that when 


| be ſhall appear, we ſhall be lithe him ; for we ſhall 


fee him as he is. © Well-grounded and improved 
hope in a Chriſtian's lite, doth uſually end in a 


'TriumPhing confidence at his death : 7 ſhall ſhine 


(faid a precious ſervatit of God on His weath 
bed,) Tſhall ſee him as he is, and all the fair com- 
pany with him, and ſhall have my large ſhare: it 
z5 no eaſy thing to be a Chriſtian, but as for me, 
IThave got the wittory , and Chriſt is holding forth 
his arms to embrace me, I have had my fears 
and faintings as another ſinful man, to be carried 
through creditably, but as ſure as ever he ſpake to 
me in his word, his ſpirit witneſſed to my heart, 
ſaying, fear not; he had accepted my ſufferings, 
and the out-gate ſhould not be matter of prayer, 
but of praiſe, [Mr. Rutherford's laſt words.] 
And a little before his death, after ſome faint- 
ing, he ſaid, Now I feel, I believe, I enjoy, 1 re- 
goyce, I feed on Manna, I have Angels food , my 
eyes ſhall ſee my Redeemer. O what rich cheer 
will hope of glory find on a death-bed ! What 
brightneſs is that I ſee? (ſaid Mr. Fohn ge 
0b tne 
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y the day before” his death,) have you light up a 
candle ?a ſtander by anſwered, no, *tis the Sun 
ſhines : Sw ſhine,- (faith he) nay, '# is my Savi- 
onr ſhines, now farewel World, welcome Heaven ; 
the day-ſtar from on high bath viſited my heart. 
O ſpeak it when I am gone, and preach it at my 
Funeral ;, God dealeth familiarly with men, I feet 
| his Mercy, 1 ſee his Majeſty; I ſee things that 


| are wntterable : Hopes of glory will make the 
| World ſeem a very = thing in 2 Believers 
- he that by faith can ſtand on Mount Ne- 

o, and get one glance on the promiſed Land, as 


his, feeds on the firſt ripe Grapes of his own 
Conntrey; in compariſon of which, all the 


—_— 


World's dainties are bitter things. Hopes of 
lory cheers the heart in the wa or y- 
0m. FJ 3. 7ejoyee 111 bope of the glory of God. 


Rom. 12. 12. Rejoyoing in hope, patient in tri- 
bulation : It makes the foul go merrily on, like 
a Ship under fail; that hath both wind and tyde ; 
whereas the doubting Saint drives heavily on, 
when winds and waves beat againſt him, being 
uriwheePd of Faith and Hope: Snre hope of 
Heaven gets honey out of the rock, and meat 
out of the eater, which makes his rough ways 
plain, and his paſſage to Heaven, pleaſant : Tis 
Chriſtians loſing their hopes of Heayen, makes 
them ſo uncomfortable in their paſſage through 
the World. | | 

Laſtly, Well-grounded hopes of Heaven have 
—_ influence towards preparation for it, 
while it hath an advantage to further his holi- 
neſs. 1Foh. 3. 3. And every man that hath this 
hope in bjm, purifieth himſelf as he is pure. "_ 
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| the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the faith of God's EleQ, 


which is after godlineſs, Tit. 1. 1. as a fur: 
therance of this holineſs,' lays this hope upoti 


- crernal life; Jn hope of eternal life, which God, 


that cannot lye, promiſed before the Worid began: 
Expectations of Hcaven well laid, cannot. bot 
conftrain a Soul to. utmoſt meaſures of holineſs. 
2 Pet. ;. 14. Seeing that ye look for ſuch things, 


. be diligent that = may be found of him in peace, 


wwirhont ſpet, ana blameleſs, Beavenis a place of 
perfet. holineſs, no unclean thing can enter 
there; which the Eye of Faith ſecing, and 
the Soul's right to ir, puts' a Perſon - ppon 
perfeting his holineſs, that he may be ready 
ro-enter in. O then lay up hopes of glory, 
which have ſuch precious fruits hanging on 
them. 2 
Queſt. But what ate thoſe ſure hopes of glory, 
which will never fail of glory; —_ rac which 
we may expett ſuch excellent frun ?' 


Sol. Firft, Sure hopes of plory, which will 
never fail of glory, are iſlued out of a ſaving 
union With the Lord Jeſus, the Lord of glory. 
Col. 1. 27. Ts whom God would make known what 
is the riches of the glory of this Miyitery among 
the Gentiles z which #s Chriſt 1n you the hope of 
Llory. Chri united ro you, and dwelling in you 
by his Spirit, is this glorious Treaſure ſpoken of 
in the former part of the verſe. Here aretwo 
arguments to cndear the Lord Jeſus to Belie- 
Vers, 444 . #.4 
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Firſt, That in their union with him they are 
inveſted with great and unſearchable treaſures z 
he himſelf being that glorious and hidden riches 
open'd in the Goſpel, and made over to them 
in their reception of him into their hearts by 
faith; part of which treaſure they have in 
hand in their preſent union and communion with 
him, and the bleſſed fruits and conſequents of 
iT here, 2 
Secondly, Another thing that renders Chciſt 
precious to Believers, is, that in their union 
with him is laid the foundation of their right 
to, andevidence of their hope of glory ; Qua- 
tenus eft 61 lis eatenus babent ſpem glorie. Dav.] 
and aſſurance of their future and erernal enjoy- 
ment of himſelf, and all his treaſure laid vp in 
glory: There's no other way to have a right 
to glory, but by union with Chriſt, who hath 
_purchaled glory onely for thoſe that are his, 
 andhave this ſpiritual union with him. Hence 
7tis that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called a better 
hope, Fohn 17.21, to 27. Heb. 7. 19. For the 
Law made nothing perfett, but the bringing in of 
& better hope did, by which we draw near to God 
That is the Lord Jeſus in his Prieſtly Office, of 
which the Ceremonial Law was a forerunner, 
did bring in aground of better hope, in opening 
the way to Godin grace and glory: All right 
toglory is through him who is the Lord of 
glory, 1 Cor, 2. 8. and hath the diſpoſal of it to 
whom he | pleaſes, Fohn 17. 2. even to all the 
Father hath given him to be his; and to theſe 
he gives eternal life, Fohn 10, 28, They that 
have union with Chriſt cannot periſh, being 
ment. 
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members of his body, fieſh' and bones; ſhould a 
ſoul that hath received Chriſt here, miſs of 
glory hereafter, then would a member of Chriſt 
periſh, and his body in Heaven be maimed and 
imperfect, which cannot: be, his Church being 
the fulneſs of him who filleth all in all, Eph. 1. | 
v.21. - And Chriſt hath paſt his word for it chey 
ſhall not periſh, Fohn 10. 28. + Not one of them 
is loſt who aregruly in Chriſt, 7ohn: 15.10. They 
are his ſeryants, and ſhall be where he is, Fohr. 
12. 26: His Spouſe, which ſhall beever with 
him. - Try then' your union with Chriſt, Have 
you/-received him' into your hearts by . faith ? 
Are'you one Spirit with him, having the ſame 
mind in you that! was in Chriſt Jeſus? 'you would 
be-holy as he.is- holy; nothing- ſhort of com- 
pleat oneneſs with Chriſt can 'content you :- In- 
deed; you have carnal defires within the bor- 
dersof your ſouls, that crave- for ſatisfaftion; 
and ſometimes will have it whether you:will or 
no, but there' is another Law'in_ your mind 
warring againſt this Law in your members, that 
cannot reſt till you arrive moreto his likeneſs, 
whos your life; righteoufneſs and glory. Are 
you implanted into Chriſts death- and reſyrre- 
ction, 'brought.- into fome conformity to him? 
And do you live upon -him as the branch upon 
theroot forall your grace and 'ſipply, and ſtay 
upon him as the ſtone upon the foundation, 'for 
your {apport if grace unto glory, as your onely 
Lord and Righteouſneſs? Then are your- hopes 
for glory ſure ſpeeding hopes. ++ * 
---Secondly, .Trurh of grace ſeoures your hopes 
of glory; it. hoing the carteſt, ſeal, _ rſt 
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fruits of glory. 2:Cor- 1. 22: Who hath alſo ſeal» | 


e4 us, and given the earneſs of the Spiris.in our ſe 
bearts. Grace, is God's Scal for glory, and what - 


greater ſecurity can there, bee... 'Tis his carneſt- | 
 Henny, Which is never taken away, as« pledge h 
' may be, but ſecures the, whole ſum; yea, 'tis h 
part of pay. ,Grace is that ſeed of /God which 
remaineth in. him, 1 70b.,3. 9. and. ſecures the 
Soul's ſtate againſt final Apottacy, thraugh' its F 
union with the Spirit dwelling in him, Row. 8.12. h 
Prove your: truth of grace (though never ſo | _, 
weak) and, you will prove your title to-glory: £ 
Doth your grace; owe its being {to the fulncſs. of 
Chriſt, 7ob.. 1,16. , owning, its derivation thence, y 
and dependance /there?  Doth your grace ſpread - 
it. ſelf into, every part and faculty of your Soul, 
wholly ſanQtificd throughout ?. - 1, Theſ, 5. 23+ " 
Cannot your grace mingle;with fin, or own the 
leaft appearance of evil, Rev, 2,2: . but hath ac- 
carding, to. its' meaſure..an irreconcilable enmity 
againftevery kngwn fin? Gal.5.17, Cannot your 
grace reſt in any meaſures ſhort of of perfection, 
but. hath deſires. and endeayours after jimoro 
and more grace? 1 Pet. 2,,3«;: Hath-your grace 
pure. and- ulcimate deſigns For Divine Glory; 
aiming in everything, Pbil..1, 20,21, that Chriſt 
- may be magnified, Fob 3. 30+, ; and ſelf annihil. | 
ated ? then [is your grace true: grace, and: will 
1a3ime.tura taglory., | if $05.1 
-\ Thirdly, - Your-mortifiedneſs to the. World 
will be a good, proof of : your: tigle to Heaven) 
The Heus of Glory are choſen.out of the World; 
are not of the-World, obs, 15.19. Redeemed 
from the Earth, Rev. 14- 3; They have not-c&- 
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| ceived the ſpirit of this world; but the Spirit | 


that is of God, 1 Cor.:"2; 12. and are crucified to 


it, Gal. 6.14. dead to the delires, pleaſures and 


intereſts of this world," Co}. 3. 1,2: Dead' men _ 


have they who are deadtbthis world, any ac- 
quieſcing Epee in carthly things, which Gan 
no more ſatisfie a heaycnly ſoul, than duiig can 
feed a living man. Cheiſfians, try how your 


. | hearts ftand affected ro earthly things; are 


theſe great in your eye, amiable to, your affc- 
ctions, attraCtive on your deſrres, *preyalent on 
your wills, beyond the things of Heayen? then 
are your Hoſes of Heaven unwarrantable by any 
Divine Evi 

names written on the earth.'! ©! 

Fourthly, Your hopes for Wikies, if right, 
will be ative lively hopes. © 1 Pet, 1,';. Who 
hath begotten us again to a livel hops , by the re- 
ſurrettion of Chriſt from the ' ea Hop pes 'that 
put life in your affections (5 and {| 25S "and 
_— you vigorous after hdlincſs, 4 the way 

wed 4 Epheſ. 2. 10. Right! 'hopes for bd 

| make you run in the way to- Heavett' and 
put you 2 all manner of holy iconverſation. 


ſtrivings after perſeCt holineſs, 2 Cor.5:8 97 Phil. 


| have no favour or delighr in things; no. more 


nce, 'and' wil at laſt leave your 


s had wo 


| Pauls hopes for Heaven put him-on labours: nd 


3- 12,13,14- Try your hopes; do they quicken” 


you to duty, or leave-you dead ? Kd, ok - | 


heart to. the''Ways of God", 'or delight 


proaching; to him, his comminds” ar fob > 
opes 


to you; this beſpeaks unſound: and” fri 
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all chenge our vile. (29% that tt der be fa-. 


be ta-.. 
ut heavenly things, and driving on . 


bde "0 7 has tlorians hody. You. 
-ken up a 
heavenly concerns, You will be maintaining en- 


rercourle in Heaven, .and, kee Ping up. your Con-, 


verſes. with \.God; Fon, will be often takin 
HE OH eaven i Fi ia oy ape 


deſires 3, your buline be much in Hea whip 3 


and ad. occaſi =o irequeny.; Shough , 

you wa ON wrong ba qu.will converſe .in Hea- 
ven,., As D Nepor when he was near 
death, ; oye 13.4 Gb places . ng my 6empany- 
Otry your bepes. far Heaven by your conyer 


tion, if t be;eng about the things of Hea- < 
kale f your. work be in Heaven, your rel, 


M «1 ls for Heaven 'be' righty 
_— ndergo. whatſpever ſu er=,. 


you, w | 
Hs nd ng our ir, Wal to Heaven-: 
3>lare of reach) home 3. laft, will 


mea trough ANF. ; > nth in his. way. O 
will..meh,,xua throygh-to Lads at 


earthly .Grown | no difficulties will. 
them + how. much,more, will hopcs- for: 


cas | 
d- 
carey ls. through th he Re 0-0, airs, 
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We: that, £40nor cone "to ) drink of the-cup 
ep ig # wick. zhe- Father- ſhall 
= 65s him to ek drink Food ph ſabmie to the'cru- 
tryals and torments, 
Eh Ry Rs tw Rt God may brivghim«o, 
mult reckon again. and take up other. concin- 
_ abour »his i furure tare 5 - eafjer rerms-can- 
yk be granted + Whoſeever: be be of yort that For- 
#007 0 thet be. 'bgly he eager brane 
Figle, Lubg'14- 33- He that will coms' after: me, 
autſt depy.himfalf, take:10p : bis "Grey and follow 
ae, Maths. 16. 2.4 We muff through:mitch' rri- 
bulation entergnto the Kingdor of Cod, AQS pen 22. 
If me ſuffer with hin, we Hob reign with him, 
Yee Lo deſi for glor 
Se y,;Lay upde res ry, net only 
me deſires} yl glory, but ſuch deſires. as-no- 
thing e\fo-carſatisfie but glory ; which nothing 
fort bf-@ whole:God can content, | Moſt: Souls 
is this life limit. their deſires, and take-up their 
wiſhes'too-ſtjort -of true; bleſſedneſs'1 Ady.fout 
tbirfterh fo God (faith God) but iti was only for 
forge fights of his power and glory, as be brad ſeer: 
sn bis Sapituary, Plal-63: b, 3.' Sometooks 
the: theflices {ome embraces —_—_— 
in the arms: of 'faith,' pleaſed the Spoule, 'and 
doth ſatisfie-moſt' ſouls here © Alas, bow few 
are the deſres.of gracious ſouls, which/alittle j 
of God: will-not content 1 One defires-gratt, 
another . peace; ſome are' for quickenings'athd *== 
comforts; others for-enlig ehecaingy _—_ 
meaſuresofknowledge, for fome ſights of 
ghia'glaſs ; bur” how few | 
there, to ſevas we ow ſeen, tq know es gin'h 
aA. Ge 2 known ? 


theo 
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"knows 29 ary, vhs: 3 ohne 3+ Sven wa 
\uthr Hedren-b8rg , that karhonror 
"Sw citizen's? , ſhould Rae # pen 


| gs after- let © own hotne;! an t:only 
= e. firſt:fruits; but the: toll-rije- fruits of 
theio? own” Coanttys © David” had femetimes 
- workings after thisj*ftior only for \'God'to come 
9 kim, but forhimfolf 20 77 Mo God4/when his 
- heaxt-takes'a leap\from-the\path of life, inte 
,thecpteſence of :God; where is falneſs 'of joy, 
ſures for-evermore. . Pſal. 16:13: Tho 


alas of yd are_pleafures feb 
."eukr 10one; hc ark the beholding of - his face ih 
Tighteouſneſs here, he longs for the r—dlow 
vinbaws: of 'Geod ing n_—__ Pſa. 19-1156! 4v. 
.drwitt. beboltd! «hy facei nah 1 ſhalt 
"fatizfied rihew 7 awalg |with by likeneſs: Pal 
- AIG undet the-higheſtrenjoymentoof/ God hers, 
1had his-unfatisfied longing s$ to: be! with him as 
l&ſÞ67 all} Pbil::242 3. and in reſpet of which 
lie dats his. gredtelbÞ intimacy with Chriſtin 
- th&-bddy, :ta be a, ind: of abſence. - 2! Cor. 5:G. 
2 at. whiles whine at .bbane-in the body, 
Wear aabfent from-the: Lord: Doi not —_ 
' yeupflebires npon anything! that can fatisfie yo 
vet #his fide. glory ;viiGetſuchdefires:.r 
- wlileh :cannot, be: Bafivered: till-you '>coime* to 
Heaven: wich ſach kinth of breathings as' theſe; 
pry 0m en to that: bleſſtd-ftate;, ro'. —_ 
om tpn; ito haveevery. rarner pf : my. heave 
with 'the immediart emanerions of 2s glorious 
Falneſs). O when,witk:thit- time, or rather Eternity 
£87, when I brag "bs __ with ,”* 0 
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that bleſſed” face which 15 every day rhe Anzets 
Sider * will the” Soul boys  BOE AP? Phe 
among the pots , all ſooty and- defiled , whiles the : 
Veſſels of 'my Fathers houſe, and the Biwls 'befoft” 
the, Altar, out of Leiden alway *drinhert; 
are bright and glorious: Niw I have mY blbits- 
tion where Dragons lic, while, a_ glorious -Paroilion. 
ſands empiy* for "om: Here” I fied on” my own* 
dung, and oft-times eat the txcrements of Devils,' 
all the while there"s bread-enough "in iny 'Fa- 
thers houſe, and my Brethttn fare- delictouſfly at” 
the* Kings Tablt. O when ſhall my work. be* done; 
that I may be gone! When ſhall the things for 
Hleanſing be giver me , 'nnd rhe days of my puri- 
fication” be accompliſhed ,” that my 'turn t#ay come 
ic go ih tothe Lord wy King" When ſvall the 
Nuptial Garments, the Bridal Ornaments; the 
Robe, the Ring, the Royal Veſtmems beſpangled 
with coftly Fewels, be given me, with this noff 
welcom meſſage's Ariſe my Love, my Dove my 
Fair One, and rome away ! Lay up ſuch ' ind 
of breathings after the Mountains of Spices; 'th?2 
Everlaſting Hills, the Rivers” of Pleaſares,'the 
Bride-chamber-of Glory, where you ſhallbe ec? 
ver with the'Lord. (k )-This will haſtengour 
pace? to Heaven; and mount Fob bn the" wings ek 
a Dove: 'This will help" y6w' to-paſyby'rhs 
World's glory with a holy ſcorn, and t@beaviny 
erudky with incredible patience”? 00 ot 
© Thirdly; 'Lay- up" all thei Tfeaſures you chti 
to greaten glory : Though-the leaſt portion: of 
plory-isfatisfying; yet theſhifheſt meaſures of 
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glory are defirable, becauſe in it there is the 
Sreateſt conformity to God,, 1 Fehr 3. 2. Luke 
10.17, 19,20. Day. 12. 3. and. the fulleſt en- 
joyment of God. The Lord Jeſus doth propoſe 
degrees of glory for the encouragement of his 
people to greater improvements of grace ; and 
therefore the higheſt degregs of glory are de- 
ſirable: Q get as much as you can here to 
greaten your felicity in Heaven. Do all you 
may.to make your Crown more mally; and your 
Manſion more fair, and your pleaſures more full 
to all Eternity. | ES 

Several things have a tendency to greaten 
your glory. The more grace . you improve 
now, the greater will be your glory; he that 
gained ten pounds, had ten Cities : Grace is 
ſeed ſown, according to its meaſure. will be the 
harveſt : What a man ſows, that ſhall he reap: 
Gal. 6. 5. The leſs feed is ſown, the 1-:fs crop 
will there be ; and the more ſeed, the larger 
encreaſe, 1 Cor. 3- 9. Glory is a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs proportioned to the vtmaſt im- 
provements of Grace. The more work you 
do. for God, the greater will be your wages of 
grace in glory, 1 Pet: 5. 2, 4. 2 Cer. 5. 10. That 
every, ane ſhonld receive according to what is done 
in the body. 

The more yoy. lay out for God. the more 
ſhall you receiye from him, 2 Cor. 9. 6. who 
will certainly repay;it, x 

'The greater your ſufferings are for God, the 
greater will your. rejoycings be with him: 
They that ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy, P{2l. 126.5. 
Logk what diſpropartion there' 1s between oy 
j: Secds 
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Seed-time and Harveſt, far greater is-there be- 
tween the Saints ſufferings , ſorrows, and tri- 


( Seophing .Jo7 * Their forrow lies withih the 
$ 


compaſs of a.ſhort night, their joy begins with 
That morning which hath no evening to follow 
it, Pſal. 39.5. Their tears will ſcarcely fill a 
bottel, but their pleaſures'are ſo vaſt ah Ocean, 
as That they cannot be received, but muſt be 
entred ;into , Mat. 23- 21: Onur light affiiftion, 
which is but for « moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 2: Cor. 


. 4+ 17. Yea the preſent confolations of rhe 


Sainrs —_ abound in their ſufferings 3 The 
ringing of my Chains hath been ſweet muſick_ in 
% ſaid G de Bres;,) all my yin p+ Au 
were but as a blind man's of colours, in reſpett of 
wy preſent feeling: @ what a precious comforter 
55 4 yood Conſcience ! How unſpeakable then are 
thole rejoycings, when all tears ſhall be wiped 
off, when ſorrow and inourning ſball fly away, 
Hat. 5. 10, 11,42. 

The more your loſſes are for Chriſt on earth, 
the greater will be your gain in Heaven. Heb. 
10. 34. And tock, joyfully the ſpoiling of your 
goods, knawing in your ſelves that you havein Hea- 
Ten a better .aud an endurmg ſubſtance, "Men can 
never bring their Goods to a better Market, 
than to have them = = .—— ſake of Chriſt : 
yaur goods you loſe for Chriſt are capable of 
being ſpoil'd ; your goods you Ghll receive in 
Heaven are above all injury ; the very bags wax 
net 'old, much lefs the treaſure: time will mar 


..your beſt intereſts here. Alas; what is alittle 


old goods, Moth-eaten garments, ruſty filver 
| Gg4  Aflubjeft 
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ſubject eo change; compared with- that ſub- | 
- ſtance,'whoſe duration:is as long as Eternity, 
- and 'whoſe extenſion is as large as Imimenſity ? 
and ſuch is God -itv Chriſt, the Saints eternal 
treaſure: Mar. 19.29. And' in the World to 
come life | _—_ Carnal reaſon judges them 
the greateſt fools that dare to he undone for 
their Profeſſion; whereas divine truth reckons 
ſuch the mad men, who to eſcape them that can 
but kill the body, durſt encounter him who can 
damn. both ſoul and body in hell, Mar. 10. 28. 
And to lay a foundation of a few days ſafety 
upon the ruines of themſelves and others. How 
dangerous (ſaid Mr. Cooper ). is their eſtate, who 
cannot. riſe but with the fall of many ? Et quantu- 
lam ſir Jud propter quod nos reliquiſti ? How 
| Poor are thoſe things (faith he) for which you have 
_ #s ? whereas. the Saints loſſes for Chriſt are 
taeir greateſt gain, while the things they. part 
with are but temporal ; but thoſe they gain are 
eternal, 2 Cor. 4. 18. . -* ; 

Laſtly , The more ſouls you help to Heaven, 
the. more treaſure you. prepare for'-Heaven , 
Dar. 12..3- They that be wiſe (the Margin hath 
it, they that be teachers) ſhall | ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the Fir mament ;, and they that tur 
many to righteouſneſs , as the Stars forever and 
ever:/\ Ay nothing doth ſink a perſon deeper in- 
to: Hell,.than to: bave the blood: of fouls upon 
\ Its head, and to become the occaſion of others 
periſhing, XF- 2, 34+So it wonderfully greatens 
a perians own bleſſedneſs in Heaven, to be the 
. means, of | getting others to be! blefſed allo : 
1 Theſ: 2419+ For what 1x our hopezar joy} Or rw 
7) vilty , 91027182 09769720101 R200% 1 28 


E 
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. of Tejoycing ? are not even you'in 


Lord Feſs Chriſt at his coming? for- ye are our gle- 

ry and joy- F: 1 & 0-80 [7 TE 

Laſtly, Lay up preparationsfor glory :. Glo. 
ry is a great thing: , O what a change doth Hea- 
ven make upop'a Believers ſtate ! We ſhall all 
be changed , 1 Cor, 15. 51. from corruption to 
incorruption; from ſig to ſpotleſs purity; from 
imperfettion to perfection; from darkneſs to 
knowledge; from faith to fight; from Eſpou- 
falsroa Marriage-day : and what preparations 


do ſach a change call for? What if death ſhould 
*ſurprize you, and take you in your old cloaths ? 


*ris not your daily garments, no not your beſt 
raymentsare (good enough for your Marriage- 
day: your attire muſt be all new when you 
ſolemnize your eternal Nuptials tothe King of 
Glory: 'O what manner of perſons ſhould you 
be who look for new Heavens, and a new 
Earth ! If '*a Pal be not ſufficient to carry a 
Love-token to Chriſt's Spouſe here on. Earth, 
2 Cor. 2. 16. Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? 
Whothen are fit ro.lie in the Bridrooms arms 
toall eternity? Few think what a change muſt 
be before the Saints can get to Heaven: 1 Cor. 
15: 50. Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the King- 
dom of - heaven; neither doth corruption inherit 
ncorription: © If ſo much preparation-work muſt 
be Aiſparct'd before an Eſther could be fit for 
the imbraces of an earthly King, Efth. 2. 12. 
fix months for purifying with Oyl of Myrrh, 
and hx months 'with ſweet Odours, and with 
other. things ? How much ſanCtification-work 
is-acedful' to meeten a ſoul for the immediate 
COT = 54. OY, enjoyment 


> THEIR» 
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enjoyment 6f: God fi 16cy ? Abd hos titireak 
prog ape ad A ang 


lievers ! haſten about your reparation $ for Hea- 
ven; ſceing you have' Kiliivn on Earth, and 
know not what hour your Lord will conie, In 
order ro Which, take theſe fix diretions. 
Firſt; Get your hearts friore looſe From this 
reſent world; men thar thihge places, knock 
joy and take abroad things they muſt; carry 
with them : Your hearts ( Chriſtians) are the 
mmgng things you muſt take with you to Hea- 


en; it may _be you have gone to God in_ du«- 


ties many a titne, and left your hearts behind 
you ; bur you cannot go to. God in glory, cx- 
| cept your hearts be with you. And Q.what a 
difficult work 1s it to get the heart (vpon 
ehoice) looſe from every thing below God ! 
and rill this be done, there's no getting to Hea- 
ven: Things faſtned to the free-hold (they ſay) 
cannot He removed; how then can that heaft 

get to glory, that is pailed down to the work 
and things below. Be dayly looſening your 
hezrts from the world, cltates, houſes, lands, 
trades, friends, relations, and, every vere Lo 
low; for you may not haye time rm get them 
off without loſs, when Jeath cames : you waſh 
leaverhem Afl ſortly, and you know not. how 
ſoon, to goto better friends and interelts; theſe 
have been mares and ſpears to. your Souls, and 
have given you many a, wound, and inde 
our ſpeedibg to glory ;, and why ſhoul [you 
+ loth to Part with thath ?..O. ChilRians! jf 
you are willing .o be with Chriſt, you. will. give 
your hearts watning to be gone 7-2 - ta- 
E rna- 
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| hernacles, and t6 take their leave of this world 


dayly. 

To ndly, Preſs afrer more maturity in your 
grates; the niore ripe, the more fir for garher- 
ing, Foel 3- 13. Tamar muſt tarry a Widow till - 
Selah be grown; Cen. 38. 11. anfl your marriage 
day muſt he delayed till you come to a full ag 
The Saints muft be as a ſhock of Corn tha 
cometh in its ſeaſon, Fob 5. 25. Ripen a pa 
in your graces, if you ,would get to. glory : 
Ger your faith, hope, patience; and every grace 
encreaſed daily; eſpecially your love to God? 
that's the grace fha!t abide in ory, 1 Cor, 13.8. 
Faith'and Hope are the Soul's he py and con- 
panions in the way ; but Love wilt be an erter- 
nal inhabitant with- you. ' Get purer, dee 
rooted, ſtronger, more enlarged love ro Jes 
Chriſt eyery day, till you be downtight {ck fo 
him ; this will make your life a death withour 
his' prefence here, and your death, robe life 
in beitig with him for ever. *Twas love to Chrift 
made Jgnatizs ſo dead to all things below, {a) 
and longing to be with Chriſty Tis ſtoried 0 


} 


him, thar when he was dead, and his heart tak 
out, - they ſaw the yame of Jefts written init in 
Letters of Gold : The more love to God, the 
more fit for God ; for God 35 love, (b). 
. Thirdly, Get and keep the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience, that may witneſs for you 
che day of Chriſt : when you die, you Ire 
to have tryal for your life, your inheritance, 
your All; and you. had need haye. yolr wit | 
a) Vita | fine Chrife morr ifs Tear; | {b]; X01 of in me 
Noallies enipiew onear? Þ. Yoder Rub, F G 
| ne 
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464 The Heavegly Trade 
nels firm, and read Now-there are two great 
Witneſſes you wall: need in that day to clear 
your title z the-witgeſs of- Conſcience, and the 
_—p_ have theone op your fide, and you will 
want the ther. Get. ygur Conſciences 
_—_ with the blood of {arilt. an ol, urged 
om dead works by the $ Fairigat, he 
it may be able to' appear. for you in a day. 
The hlood of Chriſt will put words into. the 
mouth of Conſcience for you, to plead the ge- 
neral iſſue, and the benefit of pardoning grace, 
wherein yoy have been tranſgreſſors; cnlight- 
ned Conſcience ; will accuſe you that you have 
ſinned; and. beſprinkled Conſcience will plea 
for you thaf, you are pardoned; and purgec 
Confſfience, will teſtifie for you that you are 
changed, and that you hate the evil you have 
done, and love the holineſs you have neglected. 
.O of what wonderful uſe will the' teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience be when you ſtand at the 
Barof God! Ger it true to you now, and ſure 
for you then. 


4 Fourthly, Maintain more conſtant wa with 
Bp daily : this will fit R ROATD eternal 


ip with him. Converſe, with js be- 
ce here, ai 2 caven 1$ px 


| 


fect 2. and pe owſhip- 
will much fit you for aren kereaftex, to. be. 
in the work of Heay . which ties in 


*maintain'd.intercourſe with Ki 1. Through theſe 
Eallery-wrl s with God, do ts pals jnto 
rhe Preſence-Chamber, and i efron, is Hem 


wel begun;(ſþch: 
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glory P who are frainT i pin his company | 
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"Fifthly , 1f you wonkd-prepite For Heaven, 

difpatti your work*6n'Earth T5 
of reſt; and reſt| follows: the figi MTg- df labour; 
is hgh, 


Heb: 45 9. Rev. 4 3. 'Pazil miſt © 

fiiſh his courſe, and keep the faith; before E 
'tan' reach the Crown: 2 Ti. #4 5; 8: In the 
gravethere's no wiſdom, devies;*erwork: this' 
is your only tis” for -labofif while yorare' in 
the Vineyard: O how mich work is"behifid with 
moſt ?' which will #1ake 'a departure retrible to! 
aft 'awakeped* Obaſcivhce. Haſte' about your 
nepletted work 7yvu'/ tive (it may! be) mach 
work to do with othefs, in your families, with 
your relations; 'poſlibly -thets ut &/ſome; fools 
ary their graves;'ad you” haverncrdone what 


yod right co bringthet forchy'dead:Hugband, 


Wife, Children, Servants, for-Wwhom -you muſt” 
do more, or caritiot 'cotnfortdbly appear:before 
God: O haſtenabouat this work; that you may 
give up your' accomt! with joy} There's foul- 
work 'to-be done;' 16 get corfuptions ſubdued, 
rates-ftrengthned,” your accounts:flated; 'evi- 
cleared, andlamps trimundz* which-muſt 

de artended with utmoſt vigour. If you would 
ger home, finiſh your work. ' 1! © fo! 
-[-Laſtty; Be! always ready, waiting for' the 
coming of the" Eord: Luke 12755, 436; Let 
your toyns be pirt' about, and": your lights barns 
$1g,'\and' ye your febves like unto men thatimeainfor 
their Lord when ' heel” re1utn fan thi Weddiie k 
that when be cant, ard kroderh,” they may aprs . 


toirhim immediately : 2 Pet. 3+, 12.2 Looking. |fors 
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1 the axmang of the dey of Ont: 
for your change, but | 
Are. ready ce 
the time-: Ys ere £o- 
oe} wo Cn 0 lorg a conn t 
The Spirit and the. Bride ſay. came, 

a A m Wirh-the Virgins. go out to meet. hay. 
Mat- 25- 1: If you kttew the. welcome that abiderb 
for | you, when you game. bome, ye world haſten your 
pace ;, Rutherf., The pore ready you are for 
the coming of Chriſt, the more> will you long 
for his appearance ; and ghe more es wil 
his ac bes | The uncertainty of that:time 


ot © 
ing - yak Ro 


whea the Lord Jeſus ſhall. r, andthe -un- 
ſeaſonablenels of that ſurpriſal. for preparation- 
work, ſhould; put Chriſtians: continuahreadi- 
neſs, leſt 4in/ an honr know: not of, 


= —- and the door þe 


Q how drea ful will 2 miſcarriage beat Ja! 
Alithe hang bonrs and cotafort of- you life 
depend upon your final ſafety; and happy con- 
cluſion of your day : .*Tis a great thing to livea 
janCtified, and die a ſaved fo © how few, ima- 
gine the difficulty of Ghriſtian indeed; 
and the inficiteconcern areas an iomumortal 
ſoul, and a ſure title to the rg arms 
of the other world! Oh the folly and: 
rational exeatures, to make eyery thing ure 
but ſalvation, and to: ſpend -their tine and 


— agar ray wo fn, rr iſhing 

| d loſe the better Whoezet thou 

art that caſteſt thine —— this diſconrſe, 

thou wilt one day find Religwa to be thy _ 
v4 
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eſt intereſt ; when thou comelt to take thy fare- 


wel of a vain deceitful world, and ſeeft all thy 
Lovers, for whom thou haſt ſleighted thy pre- 
cious Soul, thy Sovereign Lord, and dying Re- 
deemer, to prove miſerable comforters, not a- 
ble to afford one drop of Balm, to heal, or Cor. 
dial to chear thy fainting heart, and affrighted 
conſcience : When thou ſeeſt pale Death deli. 
ver thee a ſummons tp appear before the holy 
God, and to give an account of thy Steward» 
ſhip, when thou ſeeſt the Books opened, and 
ſuch a fearful charge againſt thy gwlty conſcie 
ence, which. thou not deny or anſwer 
then wilt thou find godlizeſs in the power of it, 
to be the greateſt gain z and wonldſt give ten 
thouſand worlds for ſuch an evidence as Hezeks- 
ab and Paul had, when within view of death and- 
eternity. And is not Religion as much thy 
concern, and ſhould be as grateful now, and all 
thoſe great and important duties of piety which 
this Book laies before thee ;; thought to be as ad- - 
viſable now, when time and capacity may render 
them ſenſible, as in a dying hour, when deſires 
and purpoſes may be too late ? O do not con- 
rent thy treacherous heart, to caſt a tranſient 
glance upon theſe lines, to approve or commend 
them, and after all to ſhake hands with thele vaſt 
and concerning Truths in them, and live and 
die a ſtranger to this great and heavenly work 
but reſolve to ſet about it preſently, te purſue 
it throughly, that when your Trading-day is 
done, your enriching Eternity may begin, and 
you receive that vaſt Inheritance that fagdeth-not 
away, eternal in os "LF" 
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aſion of the Diſconrſe, and Inrodult5 
. onto tht Work, - Page 1,2. 


| S 
The terms oprce ed, and ſeope of the $ eripente. hed 


| The Doftrine rALS 4, That the Heavenly Trail ii the 


beſt Trade 5 no Merchandi ſe like Wiſdoms. Mer- 

. Chandiſey and tr affiquing about ſpiritual and eter- + 
nal things _.... 9 

Reaſons to prove the Point, take 

1- From the nature of thoſe things about which Wi- 
-doms Merchants deal 

2 The Perſon they-deal with 

3 Theterms they trade upon | 

4 -The gaitts that come by it 

Three things prove Heavenly Ware to be the beſt 3 if 
their own nature 

1 Scripture I 1 

2+ Experienct. - : 12 

3. Reaſon © '15 

4 Fhings prove even ; to Fey WO Reaſor , that 
Fleavenly Wares are the be Ares; cauſe of 


I Theix rarity \ Dy 
2 © Their price 
x Theycoft Crit der Fon tid. | 


Hh 4 "Th 


The Table. 


2Ti hey are © of -times coſtly to Receivers - I9: 
' 3 As their price is high, ſo their worth is great; 
Lood in. themſelves, good to thoſe that bave them 
20 
Wo Their auration proves themexcellent 21- 
Reaſ. 2. The Heavenly Trade is the beſt Trade, in | 
regard of the Perſon traded with, the Lord Feſus,, 

who #5.moſt excellent, as ro his 4 


I Greatneſs .- a4 

2 Goodneſs | 25 

3- Ability —_— -* 

4 « Eaithfulneſs- 24 

Reaſ. 3. The terms on which this Trade is driven, 
proves it the beſt Trade © 


1. Goods to Trade upon ſhall be freel ly given 28 
- 2. Wiſdom to. manage them, ſhall be freely imparted 


3 Ableſſing or the improvement of them ſhall a 


snſured ibid. 
4 The glory of al ſhall be returned to God 3I- 
Reaſ. 4 *T3s the moſt profitable Trade, cauſe it: 
brings 


I. Great returns : Three things prove it. 
1 Religion has excellent fruit 
* 2 Abundant fruit 33 
3. Durable fruit 
2 Shrereturns; four things prove it 
_ 1. The Juſtice of God inſures it. 2 The Blood * 
Chriſt en ages for it. | 3 Theſe returns are the 
work_ of his own Spirit. 4 The LordFeſusis an 
Adventurer with Believers m this Heavenly 
Trade 30,37 
3 Quick, returns z3- 


Ob. Why then do the people of God d complain jo 
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delays to hear and help them ? | 39 
Anſw. 1. God wi as and help in due time 


| 2 to be ſtay long, he will pay well for it ibid. 


amts t emſelues are oft-times the canſe of 

cs not receiving quicker returns 40 
Uſe 1. Of information, if the Heavenly T 574 be 
the beſt Trade , "tis ſtrange that ſo few do. ſet 
apon this Trade, the evil of which is hte 


uſe 2. of lamentation tier the great decays ' of 
this Heavenly Trade, where are 

1 Six Symptoms of this decay 

2 Abatement of price, when Heavenly Goods are not 
valued 45 

2 Fewneſs of Buyers | 47 

3 Little employment andſlothſulveſs of * ſpirit in conn 
_ venly things 

4 The poverty of _—_— Traders, largely Cn 
and proved 5O 

$ Small adventures for Ge proves bad trading in 
Religion 56 


6 Breaking ſnews bad trading 


$7 
2 Sad effetts and dangerous iſſnes of decays in this 
heavenly trade 
1 [rbegets 4 growing ſtrangeneſs between God ana 
that ſoul 


2 Soul poverty and waſtings in . mens ſpiritual mtes 


reſts . 64 ;* 


3 1c brings a blaſt on mens earthly trades and inter © 


reſts G3 

4 "Tis a ready way toruine © . 65 

5 It renders the Traders account heavy 67 

Uſe 3. Of reprehenſion of mens too inordinate phrſuit 

1-0 their earthly trades and Gree; 1.00 
Hh 2 
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= - - The Table. 
Quett . How may we know when yerſons do inordinate- 
 . ty purſue their earthly trades and intereſts Þ 


Aniw. X, When thſ ingraſe tos mach of their tins 


2 When they take up r00 much. of. their hearts 71 
Sx ſigns when the World takes up mens bearts. 
1 When the deſires do greedily go out after them 72 


2. When their thoughts are earthly 73 
3 Their reſtleſs labours after the World 76 
4 The delight and pleaſure they take in it 78 


. enterefs, ſhews ancartbly beart | 
6, When their truſt and dependante 11 on earthly 
things | =” 6 

Z - OTA of the evil of an earthly mind . 

1 The ſtate of ſuch is dangerons | 4 
2 Their fall is great | 83 
Uſe 4. Of exhortation Op” 

1 To ſuch as are ſtrangers to this heavenly trade, 


where are four Arguments to perſwade them to 


this bleſſed Calling | 
1 Their wants and neceſſities while without this 
trade . wor, O 

2 The danger that attends their preſent ſtate 101 
3 Their Duty to ſet upon this trage, and the obligati« 
#1, upon them to do it IOZ 
4 The advantage that comes by it in five things 104, 
1 Religion wil maintain you in the hardeſt ory 
| ibid, 
2 Godlineſs will ſecure you im the moſt dangerous 
- "times and places EE | 106 
3 Holineſs will inrich you in impcueriſhing _ 
, 8 10. 


4 Pity 


$ Loatbneſs to part with their earthly comforts _ | 
I 
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4 Pitty will chear you under greateſt diſcenſlmiens | 


| 107 
5 Wiſdoms trade will make you truly honourable 
| | ibid. 
Seven Direftions bow to get this trade 
1 Get a Gapacity and heavenly nature for this hea- 


venly trade _ | 109 
2. Ceaſe from your own works 111 


.3 Make over your ſelves tothe Lord in an everlaſt- 
ing Covenant 


113 
4 Come over imo the Family of Chriſ® - 115 


5 Be mortified to this preſent World - L129: 
6 - Submit to all the inſtruttions the Lord goves you, 


in order 10 it 121 

7. What you do, do quickly © make baſt aboutit 124. 

2: Bran, of Exhorr. To ſach as profeſs this Calling, 

exhborting them to follow it © 126 

. Quer.Wherein lies this heavenly trade, and what.is 
it you would have us follow. | | 

. Anſw. There are ſeven things in which this heavenly 


trade lies | 127 
1: To have and keep up a beavenly ſpirit 128 
-.2 Properties of a heavenly ſpirit 
1 lt ſees beavenly things 130 
2 It ſavours heavenly things 133 
/- Directions to keep up a heavenly. ſpirit. - 
1 Beware of thofe-things that weaken it- 134 
3: Things ap greatly weaken'e beavenly ſpirit -, and 
what they are | ibid, zo 140 
-2 Dir. Get all the noxriſhment you can w ſtreng- 
" thenie 
35 Be much 5n Communion with the Father of Spirits 
; ; I4! 
4 Cheriſh hgaventy notions in your bears 143 
| Hb 3 | 5 Dyel 
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5 Dwell much in the meditation ef Heaven 1 146:1 


Be much exerciſed in heavenly praces 146 
2 Another part ef this heavenly Trade is, to ſecure 
your intereſt in heavenly treaſures 147 


Queſt. How may I know that heavenly treaſures are 

mane ? G 

Anſw. 1. By your communian with the heir of hea- 

wen, are you married to Chriſt or no ? 151 

Que. What are thoſe Evidences that will aſſure this 
Conjugal Union with Chriſt ? 

 Anſ. Five things prove Marriage to the Lord Fe- 

fees. 

1 Peculiar acquaintance with Chriſt, ſuch as no 
Rranger bath, they know his ſecrets, and bave inti- 


mate converſe with him 156 

2 Conjugal love to Chriſt 158 

3 A Soul eſpouſed to Chriſt, will leave all for Chriſt 
ibid. 

4 A Soul married to Chrift, ſtays and lives on Chriſt 

: 164 

5 Fruitfulneſs to Chriſt, proves Marriage to him 

166 


2 Your intereſt in heavenly treaſures is known by the 
naturalueſs and ſupremacy of your love to. them 


Fx 167 

3 By your care for, and purſuit of them 16g 
4 If Heavenly Treaſnres be yours, you'll find your 
Spirits ſutted to them 170 


3 Another thing wherein this Heavenly Trade lies,is, 
in getting in of Heavenly Goods, and what they are, 


arid how to be obtained 171 | 1 
th 


Que. How may 1 do to get my ſoul furniſhed wit. 
Heavenly Goods ? l 


Anſiv. 1. maintain a ſenſe of your own wants 187 


2 Get 
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2 Get abtlieving gh of Tk au 1388 
or 


Que. What ground may I have for hope that Chriſt 
will ſupply me ? IS 
, Anſ. This is fully ſpoken to pag. 190.191 


4 Another part of this Heavenly Tradezis to carry on 
Heavenly Work. ibid. 


"| Four Matives perſwading to #, and what they are 


I92 t10 203 


Que. What is this Heavenly Work, that Chriſtians 


muſt da in this trade of Godlineſs ? 


 Anſw. 1. Allthat work which is of a heavenly nature, 


matter, manner and end 203 

2 All that work which has God, for its Author, as 

afts of Religious Worſhip ibid. 

1 All that work whtch hath mere eſpecial reſpeft to 

your ſelves, as 209 

41 Heart-work. ibid 7o 216 
:2 Mortification-work_ 247”, 


Que. How ſhall I do to get Sin mortified,, I am 
convinc'd *tis my Duty, but find it not my Capa- 
city ? * | 

Dir. 1. Do nothing that may ſtrengthen it 221 

Eight things help to ſtrenothen ſin # 222 t0227 

Dir. 2. Go n0t out in your own ſtrength againſt ſin 

; ibid. 


Not in the ſtrength of your purpoſes , nor of your 


frames, nor in the ſtrength of your duties, nor in 
the ftrength of your graces 228 
Dir. 3. Get the Union between your heart and ſin 
broken 229 
There are ſeven things that help to break the hearts 


Union with fin * 1bid. 
Dir. 4. Strike at the root of ſin 234 
Four helps towards #t | 236 


Hh 4 Dir. 5. 
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"Dir. 5 . Give no place tothe leaſt motion ” 24 | 
2 Helpt! towards it . Th oo | 


Dir, 6. Keepup the life of 

3 _"_ 071 Renevarie work ; fide hetps toward ir 

| 240 

"4 Keep your , Fuidences for Heaven fair 243 

3* Carry 'on all thaſe riatural, 'moral, *and Religions 
dutics that concern others; in your houſe, in the 
Ty of God, in Jaur callings and" dealings with 


| 244 
2 ble part of your Heavenly work,, 32 to do 
"earthly things in an btaveply Wanner 247 
This lies inthree things. 
-1 To do earthly things by heavenly rule 
2 With beavenly bearts 248 


3 To beavenly ends 

Ten Rules abont doing of earthly things. 

Rule 1. Be ſure the matter of 'your employment be 
 £od, that your callings and recreations be accord- 
ing to the Will of God | 249 

Rule 2. Ser on earthly things in their proper non 

_.  andorder 

Rule 3. Kip your earthly bufi iweſs within the bends 

| of dur time 252 
"Rule 4. Be diligent in the uſe of your working time 


\ Rule 5. While your hands are abont the world, "3 
4 guard about your bearts 257 
'Rulc 6. Attend your egrthly affairs with' a calm and 
quiet ſpirit * "ibid. 
Rule 7. Follow your dun, bu caſt \yoiur care 'on 
God. 261 


'Rile 8. In all your labours pray for « bleſſing 262 
Rule. 9; Though you live in the World, yes be dead 
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- tothe World. 10. Do all jounggorkinthe view of 
Death, Fudgment, and eternity. 263, 264. 
2 Then do you earthly work, in 4 .beaventy manner, 
when you do it with a beaventy beart 266 
' Que. 'How may 1 know whewmy heart is beavenlyin 
my earthly work ? 
Aaſw.'1. A beaveniyheart' is enlightened to: fee bea- 
- "ponly things 267 
2 A heavenly heart ſavours heavenly things 268 
3 Aheavenly heart defirevand longs after bravely 
"things | 169 
4- 4 beavenly heart has beavenly thoughts 270 
' 5- A heavenly heart will be full of heavenly Fora 
ibid. 


"6 A beavenly beart is albed and influenced by bea- = 
* venly Motrves 271 
7 Ahtavenly heart lives upon beavenly things 272 
5 Another part of this beavenly trade lies inkeeping  _ 
_ up heavenly thoughts ; 274 
'6 If jou" would drive on the Heavenly, keep up 
heavenly conver ſes | 278 
7 Then < you carry ou this beavenly trade, when Jou 
improve every thing to heavenly advantages | 
There aye nine things eſpecially that Chriſtians ſhould 
- swprove to heavenly advantage 
1 Priviledges. 2 Ordinances. ; Providence. 4 The 
' World, and things thereof. 5 Your Callings.-_ 
6 Your Company. 7 Tour” Retirements. © $ Occaſe- 
onal Objefts. 9 Your falls and miſcarriages. 
| 1 Get good from your priviledges. 
1 Natural Priviledges | 


283 
2 Providential 285 
3 Spiritual 287 


- 2 Get good from Ordinances, belps fowards it . 83 
, : T Y8- 


p - 


4 OD "+ E © Þ alt op, 4 "6. . 
ny / ; _ 2 4 : *, F x on We . 
, 1 £2% ' ra 0 FP; 
” * Fa 4 x 
_ 


” 4 
4 


ey "The Table. 


4 Preparation before you come rothem 489 
2 Attention 290 
3 Retention | 291 
4. Obeatence -,- Wie. 


3 Get all the good you can from Providences, from 
ſmiling Providences, and from fromning, from 


goving and taking Providence s 292, 293 
4 Get good from the World and the things thereof 
294 

5 Get good from your Callings and Imployments 
46 Get good from your Company 299 
7 Get good from your vetirements 303 
B Geet good from occaſional objelts and occurrences of 
Providence 307 


9 Get good from your falls and miſcarriages 09 
. Od. Jf Souls may get good from their Sins.then why 


fhould perſons be troubled for ſin,or watch againſt | 


iT, | 

Anſw. [ntwo particulars: 1 They that art dead to 
fin cannot live any longer therein ; proved by four 
Reaſons - * 340 


3 Thry onght not to Commit fin, 1. *'T5s ſlaviſh' 
work . 2 lt bas bitter frutt. 3 It has qpleful wa- 


ges | 312 
3 Branch of Exhort. To eartbly Traders who meet 
with breaches and diſcouragements in thew earthly 
trades, counſeling them 


Coun, 1. Tobe hereby convinced of the exceBency of | 


the heavenly trade, which 5s not liable to ſuch diſe 


appointment s | © 303 3I4 
Coua. 2. See God in your affictions "28 
Coun. z. Search ont the canſe of them 316 


Probable Reaſons of breaches on mens earthly Trades 
and imereſts, 1 Les- 


LE” 29] 
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8 | 1 Letting down of Religion, and decay inthe = 
90 venly Trade 


L CEEE———— 


OI 2 Declenſions in the Worſhip of God ibid, 
d. | 4 Wwhkbolding their Fubat from God 319 
om 5 Greed) deb res after the World 320 
07 6 God doth it to bring wen down to bis Feet, and to 
D3 - bring them back to bimſelf ' 324 
rof Coun. 4. Get the breach between God and your foxds 
4 compoſed 326 
Coun. 5. Get advantage from earthly decaies, to 
T7 further your beavenly trade 
99 Four advantages bence to your heavenly trade 
D3 1 1t helps to convince you of the vanity and _ 
of | tainty of all things below God by 
7 2 Je belps to diſcover thoſe fins that procure theſe 
og waſtes 328 
by 3 By this you come to (ee a neceſſuy of _—_—_ _ 
uſt ſecuring better treaſure | 
| 4 /thelps, through grace, to looſen the beart ” na 
#0 ” D- below © 330 
ur 5 it tends to the furtherance of Soul- A 
40 did 
iſh'] 6 Jt makgs beavenly things reliſh the ſweeter 331 
Fa- 4. Branch of Exhort. To ſuch as bave begun this 
12 beaventy trade, but are falleu back,, this adviſes 
ret 'thens 
bly Advice 1. Tobe deeply affefted with their evil caſe 
333 
of | Con fideratiorf$ to further 3t. 


iſe ] TT on the change thy decaies bave brought _ 


1} 2 og an un ca Bn, 7-5 aſing objet ies 
16 | bereby become int 334 
des 3 1t makes thee little defrables in the ejesof men ib. 


et- } * 4 Thou 
Shak : 


* 
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_ i Than arethe greateſt loſer of any: thy For Fas | 


- | gerons, and thy recovery difficult, ſuch are hardly 
recovered 335, 336 
Que. 7 ont 5s my cauſe, 1 am fallen back, in 


ace, and fear ” never recover; How may 1 
| ngires xs k-ſlidings fhall be healed? + | 
| Wharſve. There are- 2. x ſon? of | bark. -ſlidings Jul be 

healed. 


 3- When thy bask: flidings are not upon choire, but a- 

arainſt thy judgment. and conſent 336 

2 hee they become thy Saxl-trouble , and. al 
auraen © 


La When obey are after thy effeual calling, and I Me | 


cere Choice of God 
wy "When thou art reſtleſs, until the Lord doth boat 
_ -  *#bee 233 ] 
5 When thy __ are ſtill ſound idid. 


"0:00ben under all thy back; ſlidings thou hug - a 


' bumble and  contrite beart 


"7 Dangerous ſymptomes of falling back that ſoul | 


hardly be reftored. 


we 


1.T7f Bir falling back, be before thy falling in with 


2 A falling off from the foundations 


3 Sfnokinr Alrodandgie of opecerar, faling ahaw-4 


ſelves to work. wickedneſs ibid. 
4 Back-ſlidings in beart ſhall.not becured 341 
- . 5 When perſons are prejudiced againſt the means 
recovery ibi 
"Adv. 2. Seaveb out the canſes of 1by Souls dre, 
- and get them removed 
' Cau; 1. Entrance upon this beaven(y trade wins 


FE oat wes | be ibid. 
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2 2 Setting wpon this Fade, and having no kill ro mun- 


nage it + 344 

3 Want of diligence in following it _ 34 
4 Great and frequent loſſes in thy ſpiritual imereſh 
346 
1 Great waſtes, and needleſs expences 347 
6 Great Debrs are breaking . . 350 


Adv. 3. Compound with your Crediroy 

Adv. 4. Se up no mare ”> I ſelves, bat enter 
Jour ſelves Faftors for Chry 

Three things required in a F - 44 which muff be yy 
lowed by thoſe that will thrive in Fo heavenly 


trade 
1 Totrade npon anthers ſock. C - 353. 
| 2 Tobe reoulattd by anathers advit? © #56 
3 To drive « 0n another's intereſt | 358 


| Adv. 5. Follow your trade better than you have $504 


ibid. 
5 Branch of Exhort. To ſuch as have good trading 
in Religion, be you exhorted 


1 To bleſs God for good trading | 360 
1 This 458 great mercy at all times ibid. 
2 A. fingular wercy at this time 361 
| 3 n earneſt of eternal mercy ibid. 
" Qu. How may 1 know whether 1 have goed trading 
in ſpirienals? 
Sol. There are ſeven ſ;gns of goed trading in evil 
rimes | 364 
1 When men go not back tbid. 
2 If Wares go off well 365- 
; When men are richer 'in fuck, 366 
e you leſs in debt +44" "$63. - 


; Tha you more owed you, ard nt ſave , 367 
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| 369 
7 TE up, as well 4s laying out, beſpeaks good Ir. de 
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4 | | 3 
CR T his is my = » © ſee 1 awthi: lane 
£niſhing ſoul , what ſhall 1 do to get my condition 
CONE and my lenguiſhing ſoul reveved, and, 
attain unto true thrivings in this holy Calling ? 
Sol. There are ſix things that help to thrive in their 


Ob. But may not a Hypocrite go ſo far, and all this ; 
' 1 but Change from darkneſs to conſcience light, _ 


. from ſn to Common grace 359 
Sol. Tbss 5s anſwered in four particulars ib.to Fa 4 


i 


trading. . 
1 Aprovident care 373 
2 A dilegent band 375 
3 Driving 4 ſecret trade -376 
4 The bleſſing of God on mens labours ibid, 
$ There are alſs proſpering graces to he kept up 
1 Bigith 5s a Soul-proſpering grace .. 377 
2 Loveto God, bis name and ways 379 
3 Humility is a Soul-thriving grace ibid. 
4 Sincerity is a Soul-thriving fruit of the S = e 
| 301 , 
6 Take proſpering conr (es 332 
T here dat lac So ral g courſes 
I Keep up ſelf examination ' ...+  tbid. 3 
2 Be much with God in Prayer 9 20s 
3 Ingage God with you in ali your undertakings 385 
4 Follow Divine Counſel! in all you do 386. 
Ob. My fear ſftillremains that | am 4 barren _—_ | 
and ſball persſh at la 38 
Sol. ” Thou mayeſt . 8 in Religion, and not know . 
it ibid, 
Try thy change ibid. 
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Ob. Bue change from nature to gr ace 71 not growtly * 
in grace ; 1 may bavethe firſt fruits, though not 
. the after-fruits of the Spirit 391 
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Sol. This is anſwered in three particulars 391 t039 3 
Advice 2. Jnlarge your trads | 
| Fine Motives ro engage Chriſtians to Soul.inlarge- 1 
nents OS, 0D 39310 399 ; 
Advice 3. Layin for bad times 402 E 
There are forr ſeaſons when Chriſtians will need aff 
7 their flore v4 | 1 
3 | 1 Timesof temptation 4O ; Mat. 2. 1- Cavfe | | 
W: : they arexgertoin they will come 403 
» | 2 They are ſhaking whenthey are come 407 
2 Times of deſertion : 408 
7 | 3 Timesof great affliction | 410 
9 | 4 Therimeof death | | 413 
j. | Advice 4. Aayout for God; this 5s 
ie | 3 Reaſonable work : 417 
1: | 2:Pleaſing work. 419 
2 | 3 Honourable work' | 420- 
4 Profitable work: | ibid, 
d. 5 'Tiag proof of your love to God 42.2 
3 | Dir. 1. Layout your time for God 
5 — 1. Tour Mw not yours, but wv 
36.1 Mor. 2: Much of your time 55 loſt alreguty 424 
vl, | Mot. 3. Tour time 5s. ſhort and paw + ibid. 
38 | Mot. 4 You can't put it to berter-profit © 425 
ow | 5.70 muſt give. an account of your time © 426 
id, | 6 How can you betbink, a little rime for Gdd,who hath 
id. | ' not thought an eternity of mercy too much for you 
bir TIDY 427 
md |. 2 Layout jour firength for God ibid. 
89 | 3 Layont jour gifts and graces fer God 428 - 


4 Lay out your earthly wntereſts for Ged 


6:4 Religion is hain 4. 327 

2- harity are part# of Religious worſhip 43 3 © 
{God 6 is much glorified by.dutigs of charity 434 
4 Sincere charity_will evidence Jour _ to glory 


Y p ” 33> ... 4 | 
;. "Ti the ſure way to bleſſing | here | 8 

A Cow 5. Lay af Fe \  449/! 
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Que. What ate ey ſure hopes of glory? . * 
Sol- 1. They ſue from Javing Union pith Chriſt 


''t today we 
2 They art the frutts of rrue 
3 There will be a aericfadeeligak this worla pf 
4 Right =p are attive hopes J 449% 
5 Then wy; our converſation be uM 
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